Registered as a Newspaper ut

e
Subscription
Inland : Rs. 50/- per year
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

Apply to:

The Manager,
*Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai.
e T
Thanksgiving Service for

A service of remembrance and
thanksgiving for the life and work
of Isaac Ponniah Thurairatnam
was held at the Dutch Reformed
Church, Wellawatte on Saturday
the 26th April 1986 at 5.-30 p. m.

This service was organised by
the 'I. P. Thurairatnam Comme-
moration Committee’ to mark the

first death anniversary which fell
on the 27th of April 1985. This
committee has been set up by
old students to provide a scho-
larship to a student pursuing
higher studies and to have a fit-
tiog memento for the late Mr.
I. P. Thurairatnam.

The service was held in Tamij
and was led by Mrs. G. S. Ariya.
rajah, an old girl of Union Col-
lege and after the call of wor-

ship a special dovotional song
‘Thevaram’ was jointly sung by
Miss R. Thillainathan and Miss

G. Ramakrishnan, children of two
old students. In addition to .the
congregational songs there were
two special items, one by Mr,
Mano Devasagayam and another
by Miss S. Kunaraja. The special
item rendered by Miss S. Kunara-
jah was composed by Mr. V.
Guparatoam Retd, Deputy Princi-
pal Union College.

‘ The music and accompanim;nt
were provided by Miss Geetha
Arasaratnam — electronic  organ,
Miss Shrupthy Thaogarajah— Vio-
lin, and Devasagayam Brothers
( Mano & Sudhan) — guitars. The
Bible lessons: Revelations Chap-
ter 21, verses 1 to 7, and First
Corinthian Chapter 10 — verses 1
to 12 were read by M/s. P.
Surendraraj and T. D. Arasarat-
nam respectively, also old students
of Uion Coliege.

Special tributes were rendered
by Mr. S. Nadesan (). C.—a very
close friend of the late Mr, I, P.
Thurairatnam and his family, Mrs.
T. Parameswaran — one of the
first old students to gain admis-
sion to the Uaniversity from Union
College and Mr. S, Thabendran an
old student of Union College and
Seeretary of the ‘I.P. Thurairat-
nam Commemoration Committee’.

Mr. Nadesan while giving his
tribute in Eonglish said that he
followed the career path of his
friend very closely both in the
University College of - Colombo
and thereafter at every stage
while the late Mr. [. P. Thurai-
ratnam accepted the challenge to
build-up Union College. Thurai's
contribution both in the academic
field and the sports field bene-
fitted not only those at Union
College but to a host of others
in the Peninsula, Mr. Thurairat-
nam’s task although difficult was
completed with consummate ease
notwithstanding the arduous as-

signments undertaken by him for

the collection of funds for the
school both in Sr1 Lanka and
abread. Mr. Nadesan also briefly

recalled the memories
sociation
days

of his as-
duripg the university

ard in particu'ar ta . the

Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnam

to and from Jaffoa to

Late

travelling
Colombo,

Mrs. Parameswaran in her
tribute also in English, traced
the growth of the school and the
various standards achieved during
the stewardship of Mr. Thurairat-
nam. She stated that Union Col-
lege was one of the few schoals
in the North where adequate faci-
lities are available within the
school premises for having a range
of sports activities such as athle-
tics, basket ball, foot ball, cricket
and net ball. She specially com-
mented on the long-term planning,
broad vision and the ability to
understand the complex problems
of the students.

Mr. Thabendran gave his tri-
bute in Tamil and prefaced his
speech by quoting an apt verse
to describe the late Mr. I. P,
Thurairatnam. The manner in
which discipline was enforced and
the very presence of the late Mr.
I. P. Thurairatnam announced by
his characteristic inimitable air
vibration sent the shivers down
the spines of not only the stu-
dents but the teachers as well.
Mr. Thabendran went on to elabo-
rate on the vast contribution made
by the late Mr. I. P. Thurairat-
pnam to religion in general and
to the C.S.I. Church in particu-
lar. By his efforts the late Mr.
1. P. Thurairatnam had proved that
Union College was no mean per-
former in the field of sports and
this was amply demonstrated when
the net ball team in 1951 and
_ricket in 1952 won the Cham-
pionship trophies in Northern Re-
gion. Mr. Thabendran also stated
that if at all any monument is
to be erected im memory of the
late Mr, I. P. Thurairatnam no
better monument than the College
itself which he bhad served for
over 23 years —i.e. Uuion College.

The service terminated with
the singing of the College Hymn
and the pronouncement of the
benediction by Rev. J. J. Ratna-
rajah, Besides Mrs., Thurairatnam
(Rose), two of his children Mrs.
S. Paramanandam and Mrs. S,
Kunanayagam, several old students
of Union College, friends of the
family of the late Mr, I. P, Thu-
rairatnam, members of the C. S, I.
Church  Wellawatte and Moer
Road Methodist Church Wella-
watte attended the said service.

Oppression and Exploitation

' Thanthai” Chelvam was a
savant who rose above the fetid
smog of chicanery and the maladroit
chauvinism which are now being
displayed by some politicos. In
an editorial of the ‘' Island” of
9, 5. 84 the million dollar question
was posed ‘' will the withdrawal
of the army bring about peace
there¢r This has been a demand
raised not only by the T, U, L.F.
but also by some sections of the
radical Sinhala opinion sympathetie
to the Tamil cause as well. In
spite of the' presence of the army
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there have been acts of prigandage, other Dhinakaran in

robbery,the killing of Policemen Accident
and political rivals. Is this some-

thing new? Had there not been Bro. S. Dhinakaran the well
such killings, etc. EVEN when known evangelist of Madras and
the army was there?” a member of the C.S.I. met

The .Tamil ‘' Times” of with a motor car accident on

December 1985 refers to a news Wednesday the 2lst of May.

item-The letter sént to the Cease
Fire Monitoring ‘Committee by
Mrs. Selvanayaki Kandasamy,
widow of Mr. B. Kandasamy who
was shot dead at Elephantpass.
His only sin was that he happened
to Be a lorry driver who earned

His daughter and driver died.
Bro. Thinakaran and daughter
escaped with minor injuries.

In the Month of May

his Livelihood to support his May Ist: May day was observed

family' and for the ultimate enrich- in several parts of North and
ment of a Tamil wealthy Trade. East.

] . ¥ " 'R,‘C. Thavarajah Goveroment apnounced that

SRR ‘ ; tertorist organizations that need

23 protection from the rival groups

Obituary may seek refuge in army Camps.

: “Joyce Vimalawathy Rosa May 3rd: City of Colombo”

the Tri Star plane that belonged
to Air-Lanka was blown up in
the Katunayake Air-Port.

May 4th: Romesh Bhandari a
a member of the Chithamba-
ram deligation held secret talks
with President Jeyawardene.

May 5th: Supporters of Eelam
conducted a rally in the city

The Funperal service of Joyce
Vimalawathy Rosa, wife of Rev.
Christie Rosa, mother of Chris-
tine: Anketel, Priyadharshini Niles
andi:Kumudhini, daughter of the
|age’ proctor S. V. Chinaiah and
Mrs. Poorna © Chinniah, sister of
Esmie Niles and Kamala Suguna-
rajah, took place on the 2ad of

b T o Gt v S i
YRR, L renunge g Vajpayee addressed the
of @ death which had occured but m,w;. LA R

of a life which had been beautifully
lived and- had " Passed on” toa
heavenly kingdom.

May 6: Sri Sabaratnam the lea: -
der of the TELO was shot
dead at Annungai in the Kon-
davil area.

<1 The" service was conducted by

Rev. Harold Fernando, the Pre-
sident of the Methodist Church, May 7: The C.T. O. building in
Rev. Rosa in this tribute spoke Colorabl . was - datrasali e o

of Joyee's life as a portrayal of
love. = He said that the motto
and the motor of her life was
“Let us love and die in loving”.
He attributed his achievements and
sui;cess', in his international peace
work. to Joyce his wife, who
sburred him on constantly, giving
him the vitality and courage needed
in such work. Kumudhini, read
her mothers’s favourite poem,
** Mother has fallen asleep - This
was a .Christian conviction faith

bomb explosion at 9.23 a. m.
Eleven people were killed and
over one hundred were injured.

Six militants of the TEA
died in an encounter with the
army near Jaffna Fort.

May 8: Hartal was observed in
Jaffua to mourn the demise of
Sri Sabaratnam.

May 15: In Colombo Tamil offi-
cers in Government departments
and corporations were sent on

and witness that Joyce had left compulsory leave.
with her loved ones-that when Government  stepped  up
she left this world it would only military operations in Jaffoa.
1 5

be as though she had fallen asleep My 1815 Satath  Mupteliaite

In hushed silence to the ma the Communist M. P. for
?ende’ripg of the Anthem “Ever Kalawana vdied 1o’ Smotoficar
remembered by what we h'ave accident in Ratnpura.
done ”’- beautifully and meaning- S 19M: Y Traaalram Sy

fally by Mr. Lylie Godridge, the
hundreds who had come filed by
to pay their last respects to Joyce

were dropped in Jaffoa Town
allegedly by the Air Force.

Rosa. May 2lst: Thirty bombs were

The committal was done by dropped reportedly by fighter
Rev. Cristie Rosa. Priests and planes of the Air Force at
puns from all denominations and Valvettithurai.

religions  led the funeral procession,
Perhaps the greatest tribute paid
to Mrs. Joyce Rosa, was the large
gathering of people present at the
funeral.

“In a dream I walked with
God through the deep places of
creation; past walls that receded
and gates that opeved, threugh
hall after hall of silence, darkness
and refreshment-the dwelling place
of souls acquainted with light and

In Trincomalee a Cement
factory was destroyed by Tamil
militants.

warmth -until around me was an
infinity into which we all flowed
together and lived anew, like the
rings made by the raindrops falling
upon wide expanses of calu dark
waters.”

Pag Hammarskjold,
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4 23-5-1986

Bishop Michael Hollis

( We publish below extracts
from two tributes made at the
Memorial Service to0 the La'la
Bishop Hollis 8t St. Alban’s,
Hindhead by Bishop Lesslie New-
bigin and Canon 7\ Hanson.)

Bishop Newbigin's Tribute

« When I received the tele-
phone call which told me ©
Bishop Hollis's death, 1 sall.
* How sad that so few pem;e
know what a great man ne
was’, and received the imme-
diate reply, ‘But that 1s howt
he would have wished it ’I‘hat
is true, but it is good tha
tiwse who were close to him
should not forget.

< When the history of th‘f
Church in the twentlgth ceg\
tury comes to be wntt?n’ y
comeone who does not regar
England and English Chnsﬁ}al;
nity as the pivot upon WwhIC
universal history hangs, 1 can-
not doubt that the formation
of the united Churches of the
Indian sub-continent will count
as one of the significant events.
Humanly speaking. I thing one
must say that without Michael
Hollis that event would not
have happened

¢ It is difficult now to re-
cail the sense of futility which
hung about the negotiations for
unity in  South India after
twenty-seven years of apparent-
ly endless hesitation. There
was neither the courage to
make the leap of faith into
unity nor the courage to break
off further talks. It was the
courages clarity of mind and
firmness of purpose of Michael
Hollis which ended the dead-
lock, cleared the fog of dis-
trust, and made unity possible.

“Perhaps even more im-
portant was the role that Mic-
hael played as the first Mode-
rator of the Synod of the unit-
ed Church. In the bringing
together of very different Church
traditions, absolutely every-
thing depends upon mutual
trust. So long as there is any
suspicion that the union is in
effect a take-over by one side
and a surrender by the other,
-there can never be true unity
of heart and mind

et There were such suspi-
sions in South India, as else-
where. It was the transparent
honesty of Michael’s conduct
in those first years which made
the unity a spiritual reality
for people of all the traditions.
It did not take long dealing
with him to make you realise
that he loathed anything that
even suggested any sort of
deceir’ He walked in the light,
and so enabled us to have fel-
lowship one with another eyen
when we had had our suspicions
of one another.

“1 remember hearing a
missiomary from one of the
English Free Churches saying
with astonishment: “That man
Hollis: he’s good right through.'
Thac transparent goodness was,
i zmt;k, the most decisive fac-
tor in making the wunion of
Chiurches in Soath India a spiri-
tual reality and not just a
e e wb ecclesiastical joinerys

e
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« Michael walked in the
lLieht, but he shunned the lime-
light- He was always rc‘ld-y l[(2
step back and give others the
honour. He stepped down [r(m:
his place as Bishop 10 M.u}ra:
and as Moderator 1D order to
give room for Indian lmdf:r-
ship. He accepted u\)s(:ulny:
and did not ask for anything
else  He showed us what, m‘
Christ true greatness 1S. We

mem-=

thank God upon every re
brance of him.
* " *

c e of
Canon Hanson said in the cours

his tribute :

who met Michael
{irst time some-
times f{ound him 2 little aloof
and off-putting And it is true
that he tended in conversation
to assume that you to0 were
a fellow of an Oxford college:
This was really a compliment,
though not everyone under-
stood it so:

«“Those who made a closer
acquaintance with him soon
met the fully committed Chris-
tian behind that rather acade-
mic exterior This commitmgnt
expressed itself often in genuine
care for others.

“Jt jis striking paradox
about Michael that, though he
gave outstanding Jeadership 1n
the field of re-uniom, he was
himself what I always regarded
as the best sort of Anglican.
That is to say, you could not
pigeon-hole him. That much-
abused ideal, the via media,
was very real to. him, and he
made it real to others.

“ Those
Hollis for the

¢ It was because he believed
that the South India scheme
was ultimately based on the
existence of a via media be-
tween Catholic and Protestant
that he supported it. The
thirty-odd years that have pass-
ed since the Church of South
India came into being have,
I believe, proved him right.
Michael was very clear-sighted
about ultimate objectives. This
enabled him to keep his head
when others were losing theirs,

“ One other thing must be
said: Michael had a delighful
sense of humour. No situation
was so complex or exacerbated
that he could not see the
funny slde of it. This, among
other characteristics, helped to
keep him so evenly balanced
throughout his life

“But we must return at
the end to his deeply Chris-
tian life 1 would say of him
what (I believe ; Gregory of
Nyssa said of Cyprian: “Even
to remember him makes one
feel nearer God'.”

Sri Lanka - Canada Girl
Represents Ontario
at Expo ’86

Sashika Seevaratnam, the
d‘nughtel of Mr, & Mrs Frank
§e("v.nal.n;nn of 41. Limoki‘u.x
otreet, Cambridge, Ontario :

has
been chosen  amb: ssador  for
Ontario at the Ontario Pavilior
at this summer's 86 ‘
.B C After a two ‘ tjl“h
ing' period. to ek train
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An Optimistic View of

By :

1. It is difficult to believe
that there could be any same€
soul who can show optimism
about the way the ethnic pro-
moving, especially by

blem is

one living in the North or
Fast where commentators have
described the situation there
as **Life in the midst of
death’’, and not as the com-

mon saying goes about Death
being in the midst of life”,
because death 1s tantalisingly
dangling at their doors and it
comes 30 swiftly and suddenly
nowadays

2. The optimism of the
writer, however, in spite of
the mounting and continuing
cycle of militant violence and
random army reprisals, stems
from the fact that there has
been evidence during recent
weeks of a simultaneous grow-
ing expressed awareness among
a few Sinhala leaders that the
Tamils have genuine grievan-
ces and have cause for their
youth having taken to arms.
It may be that such views
exist among others too, but
their voices are perhaps stifled
by the cacophony of Dbellige-
rent voices of the extremists
and chauvinists, calling for the
blood of the Tamils. But it
is high time that good people
openly assert themselves des-
pite dangers, lest as Edmund
Burke said,

“It only remains for good ones
to be silent for evil men to
triumph .

_And we may all be engulf-
ed into a state far worse than
that described by Finance Mi-
nister De Mel in thes words,

+ The country
surely

is slowly. but
bleeding to death.”

3. The writer is one who
has consistently believed that

Ontario, she will be the Onta-
rio Ambassador when the Expo
86 opens on May 2, and un-
til October 15.

She received her B Pol. Sc.
last November, on the same
day as Pierre Elliott Trudeau
received his honorary law doc-
torate at the Mc Gill. During
the summer of 1983, she received
a federal goverment scholar-
ship for French at Lavall.
She also spent the following
summer in 1984 in Frank at
Sorbonne perfecting her French.

At the age of 19, she was
chosen as the only Canadian
undergraduate to represent Ca-
nada at the Institute of World
Affairs in Salisbury, Connecti-
cut, studying contemporary dip-
lomacy.

At the present time; 21
years old, she is the youngest
student in the 'class tor the
Master Pol. Sc.

Miss Seevaratnam
parents came (o
Sri Lanka

and her
Canada from
10 years

ago.

AXK News, Ontario

the Ethnic Problem

J. K. Retnanandam

when the full story of the
Tamil struggle becomes known
to the mass of the Sinhala peo-
ple — towards revealing which
he has striven hard himself
through press article — all obs-
tructions in the way of a just
and peaceful settlement will
automatically fall off. This
process has fortunately begun
to function, and it will not be
long ere the innate goodness
in human hearts will cast away
the veil of prejudices, destor-
tions. fears and suspicions etc,
covering them.

4, Furthermore, focus on
a few of these encouraging
changes, would the writer feels
sure, give a further impetus
to the trend, besides acting as
a catalyst in transforming
hardened hearts of many Sin-
halese who have unfortunately
and unconciously taken up un-
friendly stances, having become
unwitting victims to actuali-
ties being concealed from them.

5 The Deputy Minister of
Justice, Mr. Shelton Ranaraja
holds pride of place as the
upholder of Justice His was
some years ago the long oppo-
sition voice against the motion
of no confidence against Mr
A. Amirthalingam. the ‘then
leader of the opposition. Re~
cently in a speech in Kandy
he had deplored what had
overtaken the Tamil peoples
drawing a sordid picture
the treatment meted out to
them since 1956, and had called
for a rectification of all the
wrongs done and the adoption
of conciliatory measures, where-
by the estranged Tamils could
be won over and they be made
to feel they are wanted as
citizens of this country enjoy-
ing equal rights.

6. Minister Gamini Dissa=
nayake, also at Kandy at ano-
ther meeting had given expres-
sion to a truth, contrary to the
views of many of his colleagues,
that terrorism cannot be eradi~
cated so long as Tamils feel
aggrieved —a perfectly true
statement, for terrorism is only
the outer manifestation of an
inner dissatisfaction and the
reaction to an action. So the
elimination of terrorism depends
on redressing grievances. Bat
some politicians express the opi-
nion that once the Tamil mili-
tants are driven out of South In~
dia, it would become a simple
matter of mopping them, up
and thereafter everything would
fall into place as desired by
them. In demanding the expuls-

ion of Tamil miltiants, they
are not in the least mindful
of their own obligation to

the Indian authorities to cre-
ate conditions in Sri Lanka
conducive for Tamil refugs to
get back to their hearths and
homes with honour, dignity and
safety. The Tamils fear that
if the militants are not there
to guard them. they will be
further defenceless, for the
government has abdicabed' its
authority to defend the civil
population in ‘Tamil areas*

(20 be comntinued)
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