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In time of war the devil
makes more room in hell —Spantsh
proverb.

Even for a country seem-
ingly innured to the vicissitudes
of a prolonged civil war, the
month of May proved to be
an exceptionally violent and
brutal one. For the Tamils the
month brought forth nothing
new, save a grater degree oOf

the same in the long series of
deaths and destruction. For
the Sinhalese people, however,
the month drove home the
unhappy . truth of Donne's
words, ‘ask not for whom the
bells toll... 'The month began
with an explosion in Colombo
and ended with one near the
same city I'hese thirtyone
days saw events unifolding with
a dizzying rapidity and taking
directions that were totally
unexpected even to the more
politically knowledgeable.

The power stuggle in .the North

For the Tamils, the early
part of the month proved to
be a numbing period as a result
of the internecine warfare
between two of the leading
militant groups which resulted
in- the L U YE GTigers) gmerg -
ing as the dominant force
amongst the various militant
sides. The series of Kkillings,
executed with ruthless efficiency,
and ending with the death of
the TELO leader Sri Sabaratnam
caught most unaware and left
people dismayingly wondering
whether the struggle for self
determination had not been
irrevocably derailed. While the
sorrow at the deaths persisted-
by the end of the month however,
many Tamils seemed to be of
the opinion that the action had

served to bring about more
cohesion and coordination
amongst the groups while at

the same time succeeding in
eliminating (even if Llempora-
rily) the series of violent
robberies and kidnappings that

had threatened to disrupt the
whole  struggle. This « was
evidenced by the manncr in

which the common man stood

shoulder to shoulder with ‘the

boys’ during the horrific week

that was to follow,

The military offensive in the Peninsula
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The most shocking fact abouwt
war is that its
msbruments are individual beings,
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over’ he unleashed his ‘dogs
of war’. It was to prove but
another in a series of miscal-
culations and certainly, for
him and the army the most
humiliating one

The armed forces launched
an air. sea and land offensive
to take control of strategic
points in the peninsula and
to epen up ‘the highways to
enable them to launch subs-
equent attacks on  militant
hideouts. In this they met
with only limited success,
managing to set up small camps
on the island ot Kayts and at
a little distance from their
main base in Palaly. The
overland attacks, especially that
which originated  from the
Elephant Pass .camp met with
* ferocious resistance ’,  were
blunted and then turned back
by the militants. who seemed
to revel in the role of de-
fenders ot the peninsula and
its people. The armed  forces
obviously not expecuing such
a spirited defence were finally
forced to resort to aerial bom-
bing in utter  frustration.

Twentyfive bombs were diop- -

ped indiscriminately on Jaffna
town and a further thirty op
the fishing village of Valveti-
thurai causing several civilian
deaths and consideravle damage
to property., To add insuit to
injury the government’s propa-
ganda unit stoutly denied that
the bombing of Valvettithurai
had even taken place and that
the damage to the Geperal
Hospital, Jaffna had not been
caused by Airforce strafring
but by the militantsy They
thus called 1into question the
eyesight, hearing and sanity
of the several thousand wit-
nesses and an Indian corres-
pondent present at that time.
This to the Tamils was further
,proof Uif such was needed )
callous and
cynical attitude of the Goverp-
ment to the Tamil people. The
sound of heavy cannon fire,
the shrieking noise of diving
bombers, and the explosion of
bombs  provided the back

for the more human

*ries of pain and  sorrow

Nevertheless at the end of it

all, the people remained un-
howed and uncowed.

he bomabings the South and East
The month witnessed a
andden spate of homb attack
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Correction

We regret that an error has
occared in our news item in our
issue of 30-5-86, about the pass-
ling away of Mrs. Pushpzrénel
Kuddithamby of Uduavil.

.
The deceased is not the sis-

iter of the late Mr, Tennant Tham-

|byappah but the daughter of the
late Mr. Tennaat Thambyappah
and Mrs. Thambyappah of Udauvil.

! . The error is regretted.

v

»
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in the city of ‘Colombo and in
the East. All were directed
with deadly intent and effect

J0 do 'maximum damage to
the country’s already stagger-

Inevitably, in
addition to the considerable
destruction of property that
they caused, the bombings re-
sulted in the loss of several
civilian lives.  Amongst the
targets. were an Alr Lanka
tristar, the Tokyo Lanka
cement factory at Irincomalee,
the Ceylon Cold Stores factory
and the Central Telegraph
Office in Colombo. For, the
people of the South 1t pro-
vided an unhappy jolt into the
realisation that they. could not
remain aloof, isolated and un-=
affected by the njustices being
perpetrated on a segment of
the population 1n the North
and East It is unfortunate
that the government's propa-
ganda unit has succeeded in
portraying these attacks as
unprovoked ones against civi=

ing economy

lians. If the Sinhalese masses
were kept informed _of the
true nature of events in the

the Tamil homelands a quick

settlement of the proplem
would be inevitable. As it is,
though, they experienced a

taste of the cynisiam ot their
leaders when following one
particular blast all the encou-
ragement that the President
could offer them was advise to
after yourself more” !
government’s policy of
sending on compulsory leave
Tamil  officers « working in
several state corporations only
served to further alienate more

* Jook
The

ramils and add to the dise
sruntled population.
{ Continued on tade 4)
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ruse of a ‘routine troop turn-

New Professor of History

: Dr. S. Pathmanathan has
een  appointe Pio‘ftssirrf of
e " University of Jaffaa
with the effect from 19th May
1986- L% ";‘ 3 i . . P )

and worked on
| thesis on T/ King-
. — Pre Portugese
Period. N -

FTN G R

He was awarded merit pro-
motion Associate Prof
'* 1 198 ~ “ﬁ 1

mainly responsible for the ex-
hibition on History. Archaeolo-
gy and Bibliography held in
connection with the Fourth
I A. T.R. Conference in 1934.
It was unprecedented in scale
in the Northern- Province. He
has participated in many in-
ternational conferences and pre-
sented papers and was one of
the principal organizers of the
Fourth . A. T R. Conference.

He has to his credit about
fifty publications in English and
Tamil on hitherto neglected
but important aspects of the
History and Culture of Lower
South Asia.

He had his Secondary School
Education at Jaffna College
where he cultivated his inte-
rests in the study of History
and Oriental Classical Litera-
ture.

Sanity

John Donne, leading Poet of
the 17th century whose work is
distinguished by its ‘' Fasion of
witty argument with pis:ionate
and romantic rendering of com-
plex states of mind and imagery
that draws heavily on contempo-
rary Scientific discoveries” wrote
“Any man's death diminishes me

For I am involved in mankind ;
Therefore, send Not for whom
the bell tolls

It tolls for thee"

Sir, Eraest Hemingway has
used these lines as a Preface in
his inestimable Novel ‘' For whom
the bell tolls”. xS
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A Political Retrospect

itical violence. .10

now this month. since. pol 3
‘hecome a major

It is five years !
the line to

the country first stepped over
national problem ‘
The scene was laid in Jaffna but strange enough the

from the North. The Development
were on the cards. There was a
some political leaders in the South
should be secured in the North for

‘actors’ were not drawn
Council Elections for 1981
compulsive obssession with

that at least some ‘seats’ I
the U N.P. to break the TULF monopoly - lhe_‘”Nl_’ then
claimed some loyal Tamil political leaders in Jaffna 1n 1ts

brigades
Cloaked under the fig leaf of :
the utterances of some political p

theme that every part of the country
Little did the speakers realise then,

, common Sri Lankan identity,
arty leaders stressed their pet
belonged to everyone in
as they perhaps

! in
fll;( nlg-w‘,i that what belongs to everybody ultimately belongs to
nobody : .

Bul new exacerbated tensions complicated the situation.
The ﬁuuz s of Jaffna were outraged at the sight 0_( the [)umvl-
appah Stadium, a show-piece of the town, presenting a sordid
sicture of a ‘camp’ with a clothes-line in the hea_rt of _the
;uwn .nd a conglomeration of confusion in the immediate
precinets

It did not take long for the truth to dawn on the people.
The Development Council Elections, then round the corner, was
destined to be the most extra-ordinary election in the annals
oi the North. The people realised, to their dismay, that they
were confrouted with the most nettlesome challenge ever thrown
pefore them A Police State atmosphere was about to be thrust
on them:

Violence and contrived confrontation erupted in various
places. An election meeting on 31-5-81, on the grounds of the
Nachimar Kovil commenced without incidents at about 6 p m.
but ended abruptly when the sound of gun-fire triggered a
stampede. Before the people could recover from the shock,
_the Temple Chariot, housed cosily in its lofty “shelter’ was
ablaze — the first occasion in our annals when the chariot of a
Hindu temple was burnt down by vandals

More shocks and surprises were to follow In the early
hours of 1-6-81 a wing of the Public Library (adjoining the
Duraiappah Stadium ) with its 95,000 volumes went up in smoke.
The residence of the Jaffna M.P., Mr V Yogeswaran, the
Poopalasingham Book Depot, the Old Market, Jaffna and the
Qffice of the Eelanadu were singled out for destruction. The
flames raged wildly through the day., shrouding Jaffna in clouds

“Ihe Election day did dawn. No one could have pre-
_yentéd that. But some ballot boxes did not reach the booths
assigned to them or perhaps arrived late. -At the end of the
day some ballof boxes were reported not to have reached the
New Secfg’tariat- According to reports, the counting rooms
were themselves in a state of near pandemonium, with more
 people directing operations than were originally authorised The
day ended with democracy in the land having gone through a
fiery ordeal g

The ‘separatist-terrorists’ were then certainl
0 o y an unknow
tribe. It could be that ‘terrorism’ in the North was inm'nr:
embryo state. But that was another matter. h

'.l‘he bappenings in Jaffna on June 4, 1981
sordid chapter in Sri Lahkan annals. :
the calibie of Mr. Shelton Ranarajah
have oiten quoted excerpts from this chapter to keep ali I
’ﬂame u; {ruth azpi_dst the smog of false Propaganda tf 0 lt n':‘
heavy on our political Jandscape today. iaiimal

The stalemaie that has i
deadiuq( IS NOW appearing stohglr(cleal?,n b
slouer io Sri Lanka, Me. J. N. Dixit ha
an dssutance from  President Jeyawar
the [sdculc;s of ludia as a mediator.
would houour the steps i
the Taiil problem. e i

As Minister Ronnie de Me
_planoxms. in the deep South
halese 1n  the world,

. constitute a
But Sinbalese leaders of
Depaty Minister of Justice

Sinhala - i
The Indian High Cox’xl;iﬁ);-l
S gone to New Delhi with
deqe that Colombo needs
This means that Colombo
take for a settlement of

I‘P?I?h often peinted out on public
compared witehre Gare only 12 million Sin-
whom are in India”. The im anc 4 mllh(.)n Tamils, 50 of
in auy. problem affectin h iportance of India as a mediator
B ewed in thit; bJLl;(jgt e Tamil people in Sri Lanka has to
PR e  farnolis "Th (i: rop, aml,a;& Professor Buultjens, winuc:
1o Ceylon, im.{in 'Cei.:\war.d; has recently said during his
R o Seriﬂlwl;.bth?:“;gn;l):n thcF 'lI['amill problem will tak:

5 ; of the Tamils Sri Lank
wathAtLhT‘ Yamils across Palk Sirai particularly in mh:nllll II\J‘ui
ing ’t: lifat:gx‘:ltl E»l?fcl’. “'a Sri Lankan identity  which accord-
Glrioe ] bad beed -y Minister - (at - the Kingswood
At , i e '\'_‘I‘uc(,i by ,the " Anglicanisation
pE BLCaking  and "Tamil

Prize
Y {thie : of the Sin-
speaking people during British rule,

THE MC( )KNH}ILLQIQR

The ‘Merry’ Month of May
(Continued from page %)

The Diplomatic front

The grim - fact is that we
prepare  for war like precocious
grants and for peace like rex

tarded pygmies— Lester Pearson

The visit of the high pows
ered  delegation from India
headed by Mr. P» Chidambaram
in early May was all but sub-
merged in the tidal wave of
events that swept the country
The President and Mr. Athu-
jathmudali continued to blow
hot and cold with regard to
India's role, alternatively re-
questing and rejecting it This
finally succeeded in forcing
India, in complete exasperation,
to suspend its mediating role
till the government came to
its senses This they apparent-
ly did but only after a series
of punishingly effective bomb
attacks had forced them to.
The voice of Ronnie De Mel,
the Finance Minister, proved a
lone voice of sanity as he
urged the government to talk
directly and sepn with militant
leaders to arrivé at a solution
before the Sri Lankan economy
broke under the strain of a
steadily increasing defence ex-
penditure (Rs, 10 billion for
1986 ) and a steadily decreas-
ing income. As one who has
to take the bowl around to
sceptical donor agencies his is
an unenviable job- However
his pleas for a return to sani-
ty echoed by the cries of his
suffering compatriots continue
to fall on deaf ears.

India too seems to be go-
ing through some uncertainty
with regard to its role in the
ethnic problem here And it
remains to be seen what kind
of pressure they will bring to
bear on the so far in transi-
gent local government.

The Future ?

If @ house be divided against
ttself that Thouse cannot stand
— Mark 3:25

Courage mounteth with occa-
sion — Shakespeare.

ThL Tamil people have

'

{
| Vol. 146 No. 23

bravely weathered yet another
attempt by an unfriendly gov-
ernment to bring them fo their
knees. In the process. what
they lost in lives and property
they gained in courage and a
determination to see the strug-
gle through. There appears to
be a greater willingness to
identify openly with the strug-
gle for self determination and
justice. They have also been
reinvigorated by the apparent
coming of age of those whom
they often refer to affection-
ately as ‘the boys’ but in
whom confidence till now was
somewhat circumspect  Many
of the Tamils have, (like Des=
mond Tutu and John Paul 1)
accepted that where peaceful
efforts have failed violent me-
thods are justified. Save for
those amongst the Tamils liv-
ing in predominantly Sinhalese
areas and those who belong
to the pre independence genera-
tion, many Tamils feel that
the time for the paruang of
ways with the Sinhalese has
come. Certainly while the gov-
ernment is headed by politi-
cians deluded by their 1mpor-
rant role in history and blind~
ed by the urge to retain power,
no just peaceful settlement
seems possible  The  rancour
and frustration left by nearly
forty years of discrimination
and more especially the violent
oppression of the last few years
has only served to  force the
realisation amongst many Ta-
mils that sepearate existence is
the only way. Even in a fede-
ral set up it is highly unlike-
ly that the two communities
will want anything to do with
the other.

For the moment the only
“optimistic view’ of the ethnic
conflict can be the hope, how-
ever faint, of a future where

Tamils will have an over-
whelming say in their own
destiny.

—D. C. A.

cannot be re-forged by painting all Tamils with a broad brush

as ‘terr.orists’ and ‘seperatists’. Nor can the thought of a com-
mon Sr_l L:.mkan identity be rekindled by an escalation of mili-
tary oflc_ensxve in the North with bombs hurled indiscriminately
on p_ubhc places or shells lobbed periodically from Army camps.
um'm>nd(ul of the targets, they (the shells) would reach, and
oblivious to the pains and sufferings such escalation would
cause to the peace-loving civilians of the North.

U- S.‘ President  Reagan’s 11-minute raid on Tripoli and Bens
ghuzl_ might have given the Libyan leader, Muammer Gaddafi,
described as the world's most visible symbol of terror, *a
bloody' nose”. DBut as a Foreign correspondent has pointed out,
in trying to pierce the boil, he ( President Reagan) had ignored

the reason for the infsction .

1*1\(@ years have ‘now lapsed since the Sri Lankan govern-
ment first discovered the ‘infection’ in the Sinhala-Tamil rela-
tions, and eleven years have passed since the ethnic problem
became a festering sore in the body politic of the country.

What we have so far achieved in military terms is the
killing (as is reported in newspapers) of 1700 Tamils i th
North and Hast in the last seventeen months [ out of a ? '7
minority population of 2.5 million] with a Defence budg amlf
of ten billion rupees (3.5 billion above the budszctcdur o
What we have achieved in teems of a political sol 1ouran
oA o it oluation 1s yet

(t 1s just time that we here in

cight at ourselves and keep it thereb“ Lauka point the finger
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