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Army Atrocities in the North Amounts Wanted
to Cultural Genocide * Assistant Director
— says the Citizens Committee of Jaffna. Qualifications: Candidate should bave recogmised Engineering degree
: bership of a recognised professional insti-
The Jaffna Citizens Com- ) , and Charter mem Siis
mittee bas addressed the follow- po e\\’fe are told that the pur tution OR Post graduate degree in Engineering field.
¥ 8 G 1 se of establishi these camps ' e f i
jng memorandum to the President were to maim;i:mlzaw :\ud Craar Experience: Minimum 10 years of service after graduation in an

of Sri Lanka H.E. J. R, Jeya-
wardena regarding wenton acts of
destruction caused by the security
personnel to Cultural Institutions
in the North:—

We refer to our letter of
25th August '86 wherein we ap-
pealed to you for your immediate

intervention to stop shelling of
vembadi Girls' High School by
the State Armed Forces. In an-

other letter to you on the same
date we demanded the removal of
the Jaffna Fort and Mandativa
Army Camps.

We now understand that there
is a threat of closure of Vem-
badi Girls’ High School and Jaff-
na Central College. Jaffaa Citi-
zens Committee shares the deep
grief with the students of these
schools past and present, well
wishers, educationists and the po-
pulation they serve of this shook-
ing Dews.

This now brings us to the
strategy involved in the establish-
ments of these camps im such
congestea areas under the pretext
of fighting the militant youth.
At Point Pedro the Army Camp
was established near two leading
schools Hartley College and Me-
thodist Girls'’ High School — the
Hartley College library was com-
pletely burnt down by the State
Armed Forces, people living close
by moved out, places of business,
markets all moved out and the
net result— an area of about one
Km radius is deserted. This was
repeated at Valvettiturai. Now
we fear this may be repeated in
and arousd Jaffoa town —a civi-
lisation that the people of Jaffna
bad taken centuries to build; but
the Government, whose fuaction
is to govern, is following a poli-
cy of destruction —a philosophy
certainly foreign to this country.
It is felt locally that destruction
of libraries and closure of schools
in these areas has now become a
Government policy. These areas
probably have eomparatively more
100 year-old-schools amd larger
pumber of libraries than rest of
the country put together. This
civilization and culture was not
built overnight.

The establishment of these
camps has resulted in closure of
schools ‘and libraries such as Hart-
ley College, Methodist Girls’ High
School, Chithambara College, Si-
thivinayagar Vidhyalaya, Palaly
Training College, Vasavilan MMV
and now the threat of closure of
Jaffna Central College and Vem-
badi Girls'" High School (one of
the only two national schools in
the Tamil areas) and destruction
of the Jaffna Public Library
which was reconstructed from
bublic funds after the near total
destruction in 1981 by state arm-
ed forces. These actions amounts
$o cultural gemocide.

in the area thereby ensaring safe-
ty and security of the civilians of
the area. The result of establish-
ing these camps has achieved ex-
actly the oppsite effect and wes
the citizens of Jaffpa, are wit
nessing a human drama where we
are held hostages as security to
the State armed forces and not
the State armed forces offering
security to the people as profess-
ed. This process in operation
amounts to anihilation of the in-
nocent Tamil citizzns by frequent
indiscriminate shelling.

According to the daily papers,
the number of Tamil civilians
killed by armed forces during
July ’86 and August '86 were 292
and 137 respectively and the
number of persons missing during
July '86 is 96.

Your Exoellency, if you wish
the Tamils to be considered as
citizen of this country then it is
our contention~ that the army
camps which have been established
in these areas endangering the
life of civilians and the
existance of schools, libraries and
places of worship must be removed.

The presence of these camps
serves only a prestige value and

does not provide security. to the
citizens.
If Your " Excellenoy remove

these camps it will pave the way
for the recommencement of shools
and Training College, functioning

of the places of worsnip and
removal of threat of closure of
schools.
Wedding

Muthuratnanandan — Juanita

The marriage was solemnized
at St. Johns the Baptist Church
Chundikuli on Friday the 5th ins-
tant at 9.00 a. m. of Mr. R. Muthu-
ratnanandhan of the Sri Lanka
Electricity Board and son of Rev.
and Mrs. E. D. Rajaratnam of
Uduppiddy to Miss Juanita daugh-
ter of Mr. & Mrs. J. Kanagarat-
nam of Jaffna. The Rev. Joseph
Sarvanandhan assited by the Rev.
S. Tampoe officiated at the solem-
pization., The Rev. J. Sarvanan-
dhan preached the homnly

Obituary

Mr. S. R. Sinnadurai retired
Head Teacher Nunavil West, Cha-
vakachcheri died on 26th August
1986 after a brief illness. He
was eightytwo years old and had
served the mission as Head Teach-
or and Lay Preacher The funeral
service was conducted by Rev.
Tuls Ratnarajah assisted by Rev,
KB Kovindarajah at his resi-
dence 34, Glen Aber Place, Bam-
He leaves behind his

balapitiya.
wife Sellam, daughter Mrs. Amera-
sipgham and song Dr. Mabesan

and Vamathevan

very

executive position

(lecturing & administration).

be about Rs. 3,300/- p.m, all

Age: below 50 years preferably.
Salary: Total repumeration will
inclusive, negotiable.

Apply with full bio-data giving two references, before 30th Sep-
tember 1986, to Director, Jaffoa College Technical Institute, Vaddu-

keddai.

DIRECTOR.

Jaffna College Alumm
Associations

Colombe Branch

The Colombo branch of the
Jaffoa College Alumni Association
met at the Professional Services
Building, Bullers Road on Satur-
day 6th September. The President

of the Association the Principal
of the College presided at the
business meeting at 6. 00 p. m.

The Annual General Meeting met
after a lapse of three years since
several office - bearers were very
badly affected by the communal
riots in 1983 and the records of
the association were also destroyed.
The meeting began with prayer
led by the  President and fol-
lowed by the votesof condeo=
lences, President’s address and the
election of office bearers. Minutes
could not be  read because the
minutes books were also destroyed.
The President in his remarks
referred to some of the special
features of the school particularly
in its library services and publica-
tions. He also informed the
gathering of the progress made by
the Technical Institufe.
efforts he guoted from Professor

Sivathamby’s Prize-Day = address
that '‘Jaffaa College was more
than a school”. The President

also informed the alumni of the
generous gift of Dr. James Rutnam
donating the Evelyn Rutnam
Institute to Jaffoa College. Twelve
Vice-Presidents and ten commit-
tee members were elected. Mr.
Chelvan  Mathiaparanam | was
elected the general Secretary with
Mr. T. Sivayogapathy as the
assistant; Mr. S. Kirubanantharajah

was elected the Treasurer with
Mr. S. Puvanakumar as the
agsistant The meeting was' fol

lowed by a fellowship dinner
attended by over hundred members

‘and there was a very fine spirit

of fellowship. The College Song
was supg twice over-once after
the meeting and again after the
dionoer.

London Alumni Association

News has deen received that the
Jaffna College Alumni Association
meets on Saturday 13th September.
The chairman of this association
is Mr. Somasunderam Anandarjan.
Mr. A, M. Brodie, the former
Alumni Relations Officer of Jaffoa
College now residing in London
writes to say that since there was
a rush for the dinner tickets for
over three hundred last year they
are ready this year with dinner tic-
kets for @ maximum of four hun:

In these.

!N ﬂEMORIAH“»'

IN CHERISHED AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF
Rev. K. §. Jeyasingam

Departed: 6th September 1980

"My spirit looks to God alone
My rock and refuge is His

throne

In all my fears, in all my
straits

My soul om His salvation
waits. Amen”

We thank God for a beautiful
life of service, sacrifice and love,
Affectionately  remembered
and deeply missed as the

years go by.
All your loved ones.

25, Canon Somasundram Avenue,
Chundikuli.

IN BRIEF

One of the important build-
ings recently destroyed by army
shellinpg from the old Dutch Fort
in the Jaffoa City bappenms to be
the Jaffoa Y.W.C.A. Headquarters,
which was ceremoniously opened
by the Canadian High Commis-
sioner His Excellency Collacott
in March this year when he
visited Jaffma to inaugurate the
pew fire service of the Jaffoa
Municipal Ceuncil

The Y. W.C. A. ruuns a Flm
shing School for the girls who
leave school after finishing their
secondary education, at the Metho-
dist Trimmer Hall, which itself
got destroyed a few days earlier,
Now the Y. W.C.A. is faced
with the problem of fiading slter-
pate accomodation for its Head-
quartes, as well as the Finishing
School which is attended by more
than two hundred students.

dred. We are awaiting fuorther
repons of the meeting.
Parent Association

The Parent Association
have its Annnal Meeting on
Wednesday 17th  September at
Vaddukoddai. There will be a
Praise service in the morning
followed by the unveiling of tee
protrait of Mr. R. J. Thurairajah
in the Bicknell Memorial Pavillion
the Principal’s tea, business meeting
and & fellowship lnnch,

will

a R
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EDITORIAL

The Rugged Path to Peace

i al divide in
anxiety clearly transcend the communal : e
Sri Iljggll;aart'gdav—-/am- about wthat '{Elghto[el:qc[zpe:ownoir:lr;)tianzdlisn
nent with vi ) ;
tant date but the next mor wi en ow e Fegombo
i at political meetings
various parts of the country @ A g Ipn ont the
3 nia on 4-9-86) and anxiely
o, 30508 and M’Ount Lavxt the negotiati front which, at the
) = gotiating fron
outcome of the * Talks” a e oLt gnt B tor e
i r writing these notes, holds dim pros i
it:,r;eindaogurry the ‘civil war’' now on Its fourth year of de

vastation. 1 ] ;
A Press Conference on the last day of the blghf&l 5c;‘nm?i‘11ct

of the Non-Aligned Movement — twentyfive vealnR:_iv o b

opening day — held by the outgoing chairman, Al\‘/lr kJ-long ]

ti[:e Prime Minister of India. capped the historic \_Al/ec) e

ference at Harare, only 750 kilometers (450 miles o i

;hite-dominaled South African border. A _SIgmﬁc'ant e i

the Press Conference was that it tShrr'evaani?amszgznzhrough s

orary political _crisis 1n i ¢
frg?;gmlgnses of the mediating country — India. .
put to him, the Indian Prime Minister,

it iti i i terrorism
*Summit’ political climate bearing on !
fl'(CZSIIJ nfer?r;l/htxgzlmzr Gaddafi who was advised by Libyan officials
e least 1500 bodygqards atf Harlare. wrz:ls] si;’!
i ith the only visible security —a emale guard :
g?esasredlzml‘]liswdismay that a political splpbtlxon tot ht:et;la‘:ér:;l p:g_
i i Lanka was not as yet visible on s
gffén slc? rﬁgny «Talks 7, in Colombo since January 1934 when
the Al Parties Conference M 3 Brow e
i evawardene himself had met him in New
s e b 2 him some assurances.

sequently and given ¢
- o the Sri Lankan government of “a lack of guts
to e«ﬁsceu??lrleg Tamil problem, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi .catego_rlcally de-
niea that there were Tamil Terrorist camps 1n India.  There
were however, he said one lakh and thirty thousand Sri Lan-
kan Tamil refugees who had fled the country because of the

excesses of the Sri Lankan security forces

ing his comments, the Indian Prime Minister made
boldcggc;:;i tﬁat India was pgepared to wind up her mediating
role, if Sri Lanka so wished it, prgsumabl.y' inferring that little
purpose would be gained by India’s participation in a long —
drawn out nogotiation which appears fruitless at every turn.

The contrasting approaches to the problem of resolving the
present conflict have never been more marked than at Ha-
rare, particularly after the discussions which the Sri Lankan
Prime Minister Mr. R. Premadasa is reported to have had with
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. The DN of 5-9-86 had a front page flash of
the discussions under the title * Gandhi told of Terrorists Sabo-
tage " A

The Sri Lankan Prime Minister in his discussions at Harare
lashed out against the Tamil Terrorists who in his opinion had
Training Camps in India. He underscored the necessity of in-
capacitating them, (by making them return their weapons) as
a necessary prelude to achieving peace in the country. He also
urged the Indian Prime Minister to lay down a time — frame
for them, to accept the ‘“‘new proposals” of the Sri Lankan
government. The reply which the Indian Prime Minister gave
to Mr. Premadasa at the discussions in the lounge of the Con-
ference Hall was that he would look into the matter after he
studies the reports submitted to him and that he was himself
against terrorism in any country. Mr. Premadasa also appraised
the Indian Prime Minister of the grave risks of Indian trawlers
entering Sri Lankan ' waters.

Answering questions

It was after these discussions and the conclusion of the
NAM sessions, on 6-9-86 that the Press Conference was held.
The Indian Prime Minister’s approach to the problem as we
have reported in paras 3, 4, 5 took its cue, presumably, from
the reports which had reached him of the vague and inconclu-
sive note in which the Second Round of Peace Talks had con-
chuded_ in Colombo  Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was leery of
the military build-up in Sri Lanka and had little sympathy with
dilly-dallying tactics in Sri Lanka, if there were any.

In the meanwhile, the Sri Lankan overnment ha

. 3
we have been told, handed over all relgvant records ancallrgggl{'-
g])fsn’tls pcrta!&mg to the Third Round of Talks to the Indian Com.-
o D:)ng. = T, tJl lN- Dixit to be forwarded to New Delhi and
docim;en't-s i"uf devam. to be forwarded to the TULF. The
gagucH nclude, we are told, the President's ‘‘suggestions
promises”, about the naggingly controversial issue in

the Devolution packa ‘Uni i
: ition p ge — the
ethnic or linguistic cohesivness'.umt R e 0

According to news reports, the Thi 1l

ird R i
E% is;:lﬁrii:il:grafgir ¥le Fff\}lrn 'of Mr. M G.Ol%ggla?:fha:]?ilrl;il v:l;lel
P g o cahnelclzk-ua;()j.u who is at the moment in the

It is in this backdro

p that
Round of Peade Talks. The TU?:?*‘
in the North and East in the Jast

IS NOW no meaning in raising the i
f Cry at debates
;fg:g;ntt;s.eetrt,lere'lc‘gglnlilse%eo&l,e Ind'li‘:e Tamil extren;:i‘;tlfzrt:lfps’rgal;lz
as constituent par 5 1
final Peace Talks and now there is no relevuncep‘ijr:tr:)irr5 cﬁgcths?

sion of “the nuts and bolts i i
o of anti-terrorism measures ” in -our

will have to view the Thira
won 17 seats in Parliaments
General Election and there

It is on the whole a very emb

tle” in which Sri arassing and agonising * bat-

{ Lanka is no : . -
gamp; in July 1985 in Nortrxv :r?:lbrg;]seg' thl;r%m %5 g4
l)m;v increased to 111 [ Uthayan 8-0-861 and . umber has

efence Bill, (according to a e Sri_ Lankan

from 120 million dollars 10 1985 to an eatimated. 172 iipeieased

et and certain promises were made-
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FAITH

Faith is the touchstone of (;hrish-
anity. 1 shall try to bear this out
in the argument that follows.

In the Old Testament W¢ r?ad
the story of Job who despite being
assailed at every turn, cndcavpured
in faith and was not flisappom\ed.
In spite of his suffering he was
able to say at the end:

I know that Thou (God) canst
do all things and that no purpose
is beyond thee But 1 have spoken
of great things which 1 have not
understoed, things too wonderful
for me to know 1 knew of thee only
by report, but 1nOw I see thee with
my own eyes. Therefore 1 melt away;
I repent in dust and ashes.

Job42: 1 —6 (N. E. B)

Then consider the Apostle Peter’s
faith. In St. Matthew we rtead of
how Jesus at Caesarea Phillipi qu-
estioned Peter :

And you (Peter) who do you say
I (Jesus) am? Simon Peter ans-
wered : You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.

St. Matthew 16 : 15 — 16

It would be well for us that we,
too, are people of faith in spite
of the turmoil that is all around
not only in Sri Lanka but all ove,
the world, (conflict, violence, dro-
ught, recession, etc.)

I would like to conclude by in-
dulging in some theology (which I
hoPe will not prove odious). We
turn to St. Paul and his theme of
<Justification by Faith’. This idea
is developed atlength in his episile
to the Romans. St.Paul tells us
that the raison d’etre of Christianity
is the forgiveness of sin and the
new and lasting relationship with
God through faith in Jesus Christ.
It would be impossible to do jus-
tice to St. Paul’s arguments if i
were to quote from his epistle in
part suffice it to say that Abraham
the symbol of Christian faith is
invoked :

What then are we to say about

Abraham our ancestor in the na-
tural line? If Abraham was justi-

fied by anything he had done, then .

he has a ground before God. But
he has no such ground before God :
for what does Scripture say? <“Abrar
ham put his faith in God, and-

IN MEMORIAM

,\__

\

In AFFECTIONATE AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF
OUR DEAR PARENTS

Muhandiram Edwin
Alagaratnam Emerson
Departed: 10th September, 1953

Mrs. Lizzie Packiam Emersop
22nd May 1978

“Blessed are they that die in the
Lord.”

Departed :

Fondly remembereq
by their childres,
22, Boswell Place,
Wellawatte,
Colombe - 6.

that faith was coumed- to him
righteousness’i. i
Romans 4 ;1

Let us never forget the oy
Admonition of our Lord :

Therefore 1 did you put gy
anxious thoughts about food
drink to keep you alive, and clot
to cover your body. Surely ife
more than food, the body
than cloths. Look at the birds
the air field they do not sow g
reap and store in barnms, yet yg
heavenly Father feeds them,

Is
anxious thoughts can add a
to his height? And why be anxj
about clothes? Consider how f{
lilies grow in the. ficlds ; they ¢
not work, they do not spin; a
yet 1 tell you, even Solomon in
his spendour glory was not attirg
like of these. But if that is ho
God clothes the grass in the field
which is there today, and tomorre
is thrown on the stove, will hen
all the more clothe you? How li
faite have you have! -

Mr. Chandra R
Singapore 1335

lars in 1986.
for the on.going year].

[In Sri Lankan currency it is 10 billion Rupees

Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel put the situation in langu
which the Middle class and poorer classes income groupg :f:
understand when he said at several public meetings he address-
ed. that the 70 bilison rupees allocated at present to fight terrors
ism, is enougn to give double the foodstamps to give the pub-
lic servants a Rs. 1000 hike per month, to build two reservoirs
as large as Victoria and put up 500.000 houses each costing
Rs. 20,000 each under the Prime Minister’s One Million Houses
Programme.

More serious than the damage of the war in the economic
front is the damage in the Human Rights Front on which we
are confronted with an extremely embarassing situation. Speaks
;ng} atdal Lav‘;‘ ([Iollige Cehreml\?lny for the award of Lalith Athu-
athmudali Scholarships, the Minister of National Security i
ported to have said: s

“As Minister of National Security he had to administer laws
to deal with terrorism. As one who was aware of human rights,
it was no easy _task as human rights have to be necessarily
curbed when dealing with terrorism. (DN —6-9 86)

Any politician and administrator, the Minister said, h
G ! 3 as to accept
the law In any society if we are to be a health;' mltion.al 3

What is in jeopardy today in Sri Lanka is th
nation, more than its image abroad or its econoem};'mgth ﬁ{)x;h;
We sense today in Sri Lanka what a writer terms *an arrog-
ance of the late-born”. This problam has to be faced with
courage and political sensitivity A first step in everybody's
book 1n the country as the Peace Quest turns another chapter
perhaps the last one as far as India is concerned, is the release
of all those behind bars in terms of the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act. A political solution canuot be considered still on the =¥
track with the laws ot the land 1 a state of abeyance. p

Asked what constituted on orderl i
t y and well-consti e
Solon, the great law-giver of Athcis said:— * thtulthed ;::;t)l;
obey the rulers and the rulers obey the laws”, &

Regsi. S el
cgistered as @ Noewspaper at the G.P.0., Sré Lanka swnder No. 0/96/News/86.
Printed for the Jaffna Diocese of the Ch I
urch of South Indi i San-
m:igauukha Press, Kankesanthurai Road, Jafina on Friday, lzu.ns?p(::nbser: 15985
#0d published by Mr, Alvappillai Rajasingham, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffge,’



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

