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The National Crisis — A Statement by the
National Christian Council

The National Christian
Council has consistently held a
yision of Sri Lanka which is
inspired and informed by its

" unshakable conviction of the

primacy of love in human
relationships. That conviction
derives from the relationship

of love between God and man,
discovered in prayer and medi-
tation, confirmed by the pro-
nouncements of prophets and
patriachs in the Old Testament
and sealed in the New with
the authority of the life of Our
Lord Jesus Christ and ot his
teaching, succinctly and defini-
tively expressed in His solemn
injunction at the Last Supper:
« [his is my commandment:
love one another just as [ have
loved you ”.

 This vision commits us to
on-going vigilance regarding
the governance of the State,
which, in its Constitution and
its laws and in its executive
and administrative action. must
preserve and foster justice for
all citizens without discriminat-
ion, by race, language, cultures
caste, colour or creed, or sex.
The state must, in -line too
with the ideals of democracys
recognise the equality of all
citizens, ensure to them security
of person and property, equality
pefore the law and untrammeled

_ access to fair judicial process

b

in the adjudication of disputes,
and .equality of opportunity- for
development in the light of
their several talents, skills,
industry and ability, through
education and access to em-
ployment.

The State must also, in
our vision, ensure for every
citizen the means (o satisty,
with dignity. his minimum
needs of food, clothing and
shelter and medical care,
through efficient and effective
schemes of social security.
The want of such a scheme
has contributed in no small
measure to the envy, frustra-
tion and animosities which have
surfaced in the speech and
action of individuals and groups,
which in turn have fostered
those policies of discrimination
which have triggered the eth-
nic conflict.

We are convinced that
the conflict is a result of poli-
cies intend to secure improve-
ment in the material condi-
tions and prospects of mem-
bers of the majority ethnic
group, which not infrequently
have adversely affected the
interests of the minoritiess It
is an. accepted fact that re
peated endeavours in the past
to have injustices removed
through constitutional means
hqve failed. It is in this situ*
atmn'that protest and rebellion,
culminating in armed struggle

by ‘“Armed Eelamist organisa-
tions ”, have arisen-

_ The Conflict continues in
spite of earlier efforts made by
the Government and in &pite
of the much more hopeful cur-
rent proposais. further spread-
1ng suspicion and fear, causing
C}epnvation of their means of
lwe}ihood and expulsion from
thel;‘_ homes for unnumbered
families: It brutalizes the minds
of combatants and non comba-
tants alike. it diwerts scarce
resources from development tO
militarisation, and compels in:
creased - wasteful borrowing
abroad. It causes large scale
destruction of property, both
public and private, and lowers
our national credit and stand-
ing internationally. 1t conti-
nues to take a hideeous toll
of life and limb, with conse-
quent impoverishment, grief
and misery.

In this situation, the Na-

tional Christian Council, while
supporting wholeheartedly the
principle of the maintenance
of the Unity, Intergrity and
Sovereignity of Sri Lanka,
welcomes the principle of
deyolution of power and the on
going process of ' negotiation'
We have. in the past, associated
ourselves with other religious
organisations and with other
groups and . individuals = of
goodwill in seeking a just and
equitable political solution to
the conflict. Since the current
proposals provide a basis on
which such a solution can
be structured, we appeal to
leaders of all political parties.
religious institutions and other
groups to lend their support
to them and to.the negotiat-
ing process.

We consider that a Provin-
cial Council must have de-
volved to- it the maximum of
powers and resources to man-
age the affairs of the province,
comformable with the integrity.
safety and development of the
fation as a whole, which are
ensured through powers 1e
served to the Central Govern-
ment.  Similarly, Municipal
Councils and Urban Councils
must be vested with the
appropriate powers and enabled
to secure adequate resources to
manage the affairs of their
respective areas. Directly elect-
ed local bodies should be est-
ablished at local level in place
of the former Town Councils
and Village Committees, subjects
however, to amalgamation,
suitably, of any of then which
may be too small or too poor
in resources to function satis

factorily as they had been
constituted.
Since we are convinced

that devolution of power pro-
vides a basis on which a just
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and equitable political solution
can be structured. we fervently
appeal to the armed Eelamist
organisations to enter the dis-
cussion as early as possible by
publicising authoritatively both
their own responses to the
proposals ' and whatever alter-
native proposals they would
like to present to enable our
people - to live together with-
out dividing our country

We appeal to the Govern-
ment, at.the same time, to
leave the channels of commu-
nication open for such presen-
tations and to take the neces-
sary steps, with the support of
the Government of India, to
engage in dialogue with such

‘organisations-

We also urge the Govern-
ment to make every effort to
secure the largest possible
measure of support for the

( Continued on page 4)
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Editor’s Note

&

The Editor is on leave for ~

a .fortnight from 25-9-86. He
will resume work in time for
the issue of 10-10-86 3

Congratulations

Mr. Thillairaj Lewis has
b_een appointed permanent As-
gistant Lecturer in Chemistry
in the University of Jaffna.

Mr. Lewis passed the De-
gree Examination of the Uni«
Yersxty of Jaffna with an Upper
Second Class specializing in
Chemistry,
of Jaffoa Cellege and St. Johns
College Jaffna- He is the son
of the late Mr. Rajasenan Da-
vid Lewis and Mrs. M. G. Lewis
and a grandson of the late
Joseph Subramaniam Lewis of
Manipay-

has pleasure in inviting you to its

ANNUAL PRIZE — GIVING

» : on t
‘4th October, 1986 at 9-30 a. m.
Chuef Guests:
C. V. Wigneswaran, Esq., B. A. (Lond.) LL. B. (Cey.)
District Judge, Mallakam

; and i : : i
Mrs. Indrakumari Wigneswaran o £

Vaddukoddai.
22-9-1986.

A. Kadirgamar,
Principal.

Blessed are those who Hunger and Thirst after Righteousness
( Continued from our issue of 5:9-1986)

There also occurs in my miod
another alternative way of re-
establishing amity. There are two
ways of winning over those who
differ from us. The path hitherto
followed has been mainly coer

cion, force and violence. A chauge

of approach by creating a more
conciliatory climate could bring
wonderful results. That would be
in keeping wih all religions tco,
not merely by external shows but
by inward changes in the heart
by invokiog divine blessings. Some

worthwhile incentives, some balm '

applied on ipjuries or a word of
comfort to hurt minds can work
wonders. But all these are only
possible so long as pride, prejudice,
envy and emotion are subordinated
with firm determination.

There are also other reasoms
for changing course, Of the many
thorns prickiog the flesh of our
leaders the most pernicious and
painful one is the continued
defiance of Tamil  militancy,
Every attempt at exir cting this
thorn has seat it deepcr into the
flesh resulting in mors pierciog
pain and increasing inflammation
all dround, as seen in the escalation
of violence and reprisals. The
obvious inference is that there is
something wropg in the treatment.
It is only natural that when a
symptom of a disease is treated,
the latter gets neglected and its
condition worsens. Tamil youth
militancy which is the reaction
(symptom) to certain actions by

successive Governments, inimical to
the interests of the Tamils cannot
be cured by subjecting the common
people to greater suppressions,
oppressions, restrictions, reprassions
and reprisals etc. in the form of

State Terrorism, while the original

causes are given just margira
treatment. Hence the present
methods are only adding to mhore
flow of blood and engendering
greater hatred.

Moreover, a host of mistakes
have been committed consciously
or unconsciously by both parties to
the present conflict and the trend
is continuing as evidenced chiefly
by the acceleration of = violence
and destruction affecting the civilian
population mostly. We are right
now at the cross roads — death
destruction, desolation and misery
on one side and peace, harmony
and blessednss on the other.
The choice is ours. Recounting
of wrongs done and recapitulation
of past evenmts at this ‘juncture
may work towards either easing
the tension or aggravating it. So
not wishing to take the risk of
a backlash I confine myself to
the minimum number of past
cases in the Interests of fature .
peace and harmony.

Even the democratic institu-
tions (or their misapplications)
have had their share in bringiug.
matters to this sorry pass. If
population and numerical majorities
contipue to be the sole criterion

'( Continued on page 4)
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« Either

Not

)ls once discussed the

roup in one of our schools o] ship were
\ 'C'.l[:férGChu'rch attendance and _divine WOIRUD opo
question Phe Christian who worked for a ju ower was not
necessary for abe distributed evenly and Whm}i‘h?@ « Either......
wealth was to ress the poor and the weake the educational
to be used o OPPEEE  ording to John Dewey, d the unthink-
Ofis s amt;]xelvma.ﬂ(t of the immature mmr(ij ;:IT)t lead to neg-
philosopher. t]nvolvemem; in social work nfewqtion
{ngt %efrsg:\;otional life and the quest for salve
ec

One is surprised to find a debate on

A B ~ Ch ~he
e of the World Lounul of urcne
conferenc YV O 4

An S

these lines  at the
s. At Nairobi, such
spent discussing the

; i amount : at Dr- John Stott observed:
disproportionate a ssion, that Dr- John Stott :
;roblems of poverty ‘:;zd\?qpotli‘iibt evangelism was eclipsed by the
v s

s Segﬁgss:)(:‘iar?az?nd political hberz}ltnop- Oltl:l
?ttlleesi\sgemblv in lisl:cningf tt?]eu};stuy
sstening cry 0 St.
also listening to tl:: [h):;t he reaches fullness of st?ftfre‘only_
Man is so‘n(lf(}f in the.centre. Our souls are ruat‘ezs unS
when he keeps h?‘_ rest in Him —St. Augustine reminds 1[:1
til they find t‘e'ﬁrst place to anything else, even to serv vg
When man gives es wrong, he is lost. The best way tg serve
fellow men, he SOWC TH " priorities right. As Canon Burgess
fellow-man 1s to\mut fighter for African rights, pointed out,
Carr, himself damb fighters gave first place to hbc‘;ratlon.‘ forget-
“—'her%v:é sfrgsm(;nds for love, justice and mercy. in those coun-
ting

wondered whether
the oppressed, was

: aining independence, ruled with-
tries, the leadfe s tl:\?:net'ydg'teearrsgdllt is from these countries that
out_elections "% © 74 to flee as refugees; it is here that th(ei
their people had to take over. Changes of government an
militacy Trave jll not ensure liberation in the fullest sense.
structures alone W i country that won freedom from

chi is 1In a 4
The.s‘;f“t‘;fa[’,‘;{;h'é’ﬁhagé’ui‘u new structures but with no place for
czari '

absolute power corrupts absolutely, un-

Poweg acl? rrgfpt.s(}c?éld ovl;r-rulcs.p Jesus gave clear guidance:
i ihe tlfe Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
. Loved with all your mind’ That is the greatest command-
o anIt comes first- The second is like it: Love your neigh-
g;e:rt'as yourself.” Everything in the law and the prophets

dments” [ Matt. 22:38-40 NEB],
lllﬁ,‘:gigix:hgese t‘gl? COTI%?JTC‘ ““Both....=. and...... », is the way.
dos CoOL: et Lt

Mahatma Gandhi

's birthday falls on the 3rd of October. *Qut of
Dust‘%-a l;‘sihtlhse tt)i{le ofy a biography of Gandhi, by D.F. Karaka,
the Indian writer and the first Indian to become President of
the Oxford Union. The title of the book is taken from the
sentence, ©Out of dust, he made us into men.

: . any ways of looking at Gandhi’s contribution
to 1:1[‘(%;{: l?t:gra“t‘ion!-,' His share in the struggle for political in-
dependence is what most people will think of first; but ,there
is another kind of liberation for which he worked. India’s so-
cial structure had been feud2l and caste based. When the Bri-
tish became rulers of India, there came into being a new class of
over-lords. a caste of super-Brahmins, to whom -even lhe Prin-
ces. the caste-Brahmins and the educated elite looked up. Many
vied with each other to get invited to durbars and levees.

. It is said that when during summer, the Government moved
to Simla, and the Vice-regal palace was thrown open to sight-
seers, thousands of \Indians flocked to gaze with awe at the lay-
out. the fittings of the palace, the number of suits of clothes
in the wardrobes and pairs of patent leather shoes. They went
away wondering at the ways of life of a race of supermen-

The tide turned, when Gandhi, the spokesman of India's
millions, donned the kaddhar dhoti. symbolising the humblest
and the lowliest, and also returned the medal given by the
British Government for service during the Boer War. Many
other Indians followed suit, resigning knighthoods and return-
ing distinguised service medals. Then came the meeting between
Gandhi and the Vice-roy. One of themselves, and dressed like
themselves, walked up the steps of the vice-regal palace and
talked on equal terms with the representative of the King
Emperor. There began the liberation from the mentality of the
serf, and thus was born a sense of self-respect. These were

helped by Gandhi having as a member of his family an un.
touchable.

. The Puritans of England in the seventeenth century. though
not all highly educated, behaved with dignity, restraint and a
sense of equality in the presense of royalty and the nobility,
Macaulay pointed out that those who had come from the pra-
yer-closet after conversing with the King of Kings, felt no sense
of inferiority before rere mortals Besides the weekly day of
silence, Gandhi spent much time communing with God, and
there was something in him that evoked respect. Judge Bloom-
field apologised to him for trying under man-made laws, one
who lived by laws higher than human

., 'Living by laws higher than hunun’ i
spiritual life- It is also the basis of living the right kind of
social - life —moving with Kings and not losing the common
touch St. Paul reminded the Christians it Philippi that they

were a ‘colony of heaven’, that they snould live on
according to the laws of heaven. b ¥

We salute the Mahatma for starting the
the path to liberation from the
people!

s at the heart of the

] Indian people on
mentality of serfs and subject
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The National Crisis —

Blessed are those who...... s i ;
( Continwed from page 1) Continued /‘rum page 1)
decision (even those propog'a}js "'Sd tttt']ﬂl’, ?’t’g;’ té’h.nd :
ecisi gt AR and
;(;Trect?nngy minority interests ), then gl m:

plement them speedily in order
to bring about an end to the
conflict and restore peace and
justice throughout the country,

If substantial agreement is
reached on the proposals as they
may stand amended, and legisla-
tion is enacted to implement
them, a formidable task of edu-
cation will remain, to change

there is no hope for the minority.
That is what prompted South
African Premier Botha t.o come
out with the truth that one ma.n
one vote’ would lead to authori-
tarian rule. Moreover, the same
fear goaded the late Tamil Jeader
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam who had

the insight to visualise this ¢ho apienda of persons not whol-
disadvantage to the Tamils, to 1y or at a]] convinced about the
press for fifty fifty representation peed for, or the justice of,
or balanced representation and thg SOlutl()n‘s_ adopted.. The
came in for much malignant critic- primary requirement 1S the

ism. What he sought to establish
was the sound principle that no
one aingle community should be
in a position to out vote another.
The restricting clause 29 B of
the constitution was no deterrent
to the Sinhalese majority, to pass
the Sinhala only bill from which
sprang many other disabilities of
the Tamil-speakiug people. It
might be added that but for the

tostering and nurture of a na-
tional consciousness rising sue
perior to communal interests;
biases and prejudices: The
State should avoid identifica= =
tion of itself with any ethnig
community, and the national
consciousness must include re=
cognition of the right of the
several linguistic, cultural, eth-
nic and religious groups com-
unities fo de\{lelop éhexr several
: e o interests without detriment to
hasts. Wity which it was rtushed <o P Sets et otheres I must
it might never have become a 01,40 recoonition that - this
problem, for all schools in North . gpproach would enrich our pas
and East, had begun teaching tional heritage throdgh div
Sinhala since they bhad the 511t);1 of excell_etnce‘tlttmust in-

: : 2 by clude commitment to peace
foresight to ]fieal's.el;heﬁ'm‘;:;:afz through justice, to reliance on
SinhalaEwolllc wield Ritetincep negotiation and fair judicial
dence even as they saw  the . ocecs for settlemet of dis-
potentialities of Englich education putes, and to democracy, with
during British rule which enabled abjuring of violence and mili--
them to man Government Institu. tarllsstlon. hl_h; ll'd_Wt_‘:[ %gd re-
H i gulations which limi e ex-
tions, not only in the then Ceybz ercise and enjoyment of ha-
but also in Singapote, Federated ,.\" ohs shonld immediate=
Malay States, (Now Malaysial, |}y be repealed; and, as soom
Burma etc. But the moment Sinhzla as conditions permit, a Gene-
became law it was resisted. The

ral Election to Parliament
displacement of Sundays by Poya should be held to impart cre-
days was another hasty steps that

dioility to the legislature.
brought  economic repercussions S:i‘:fg’“l"b i:{ :‘r“;‘
and it bad to be rescinded post for and ‘on ‘hehalf o
haste. The dethronement of English The National Christian Counci}
was also seen as a short-sighted of Sri Lanka,
policy and now there is a ecry ’
from all sides for its restoration.

]
d
)
!
]

2
be a manifestation of the bona-

; ¥ i he G 4 ,
The disenfranchisement’ of up- ﬂdes Of. t ("J;u“mem It mus¢

ry Tamils was the first bl fegain 1S credihility s BN
squgiry A OW the Government's appeal is for

which, however, has been restored

all Sinhalese parties to unite to
after nearly four decades.

: These ¢rush . Terrorism. This appeal
were all acts rushed through in must expand to esbrace the alie™

the emotional first flushes of pated Tamils also as citizdens of |
freedom, But the legialation that one land on the basis of oquality,
has wrought and is doing the fraternity and undet1
greatest damage is still in force, whatever form of devolution of

the negouators arrive at.
Is neo-patriolism of greater value

justice

but for a few unimplemented powor
amendments, threatening even the

dismembermemt of the country on than human lwes? This is &
a linguistic basis, Auothervital fac- ponderous question that must
tor -that obstructs the Peace Pro- touch the cousciences of 6111

cess is the continuing State colo- perpetrators of political violences

ization of the Eastern Province, 25 il
mization ce Let generosily replace Dig

gardlinees in dealing with grievs
ing only as a warning to avoid ances. Let there be no opportonity

I have adverted to the forego.

actions that might further impair to quote Rajiv Ganid's  recent
relations between the warring remark ‘* Too little and too late ™
parties. It is nothing but appro- Let not Goveroment action ba"
priate that at the same time a [jke that of the monkey ghat
full explanation of ‘‘what federa. poked its hauds through a narrow
tion is and not” be made avilable neck of a pot and could nor
to the public, particularly as it withdraw it without  eithesf
will be a priority item in any |reaking the pot or giving up
forthcoming talks. It would bea i hold. L.st not political znd

sort of revelation to the younger

party rivalries among the Sinhalese
generation who have been given

rear their ugly heads to ruin any

Wrong interpretations of its settlement. .

implications, I sub-join a copy In this dark hour let ud
of the statement by the very (um (o that Light as in Cardioal
mooter for federaliam (Mr, S. J. V. Newman's Hvmn, “Lead kindl§

Chelvanayagam ). ridst the encircling gloom'™
Here is a last opportunity to ma on’, s

make amends. There must firs

14
— J. K. Retnanandans
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