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Alumni Associations —
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Parent Association :

The jaffna College Alumni
Association met for the Annual
General Meeting on Wednes-
day 17th September in the col-
lege premises- The proceed-
ings began with a service of
praise in the Cathedral Church,
Vaddukoddai conducted by Mr.
G Rajanayagam of the staff of
the college. This was followed
py the unveiling of the port-
rait of the late Mr.R.J Thu-
rairajah in the Bicknell Memo-
rial Pavilion The portrait was
unveiled by the Prineipal Mr.
Thurairajah served as Physical
Director of the college for a
period of thirtyfive years. The
Principal’s tea and the Annual
General Meeting followed. As
usual the Secretary’s report,
and the Principal s report for
the year were presented at
this meeting,

The following office bearers
were elected for the year
1936/87 :
President :
Vice-Presidents :

Messrs: A. Rajasingam, K.
Gunaratnam, M. A. Velupillai,

~V.K. Kandiah.
Secretary: Mr. N. Ratnasingham
Treasurer : Mr. T. Anandaratnam
Ex-Officio Members: The Principal
& Alumni Relations Officer.
Committee Members :

Rev. A. Jeyakumar, Rev.C. T,
Roberts, Mr. S. Jebanesan, Mr.
W. N. Thevakadacham, Mr. K. Ku-
marasamy, Mr. M. Sithamparana-
than, Mr. N. A. Vimalendran, Mr.
S. Ratnavale, Mrs. S. Rajamohan,

Mr. N. Sivagnanam\

Mrs, L. B. Thambyrajah, Miss
S. S. Selvadurai, Mrs. K. Nava:
ratnarajah,

Auditors: Mr. A. Jeyarajan

Mr., G. Jeyasingham.

London Alumni Association :

The Annual General Meet
ing and reunion took place on
Saturday 13 September at Lola
Jones Hall, Greaves Place, Toot-
ing, in South-East London. The
meeting commenced at 6.00 p.m.
and was chaired by the Pre-
sident Mr. S. Anantharajah. As
President he expressed his hap=
piness that the branch of the
Jaffna College Alumni Associa-
tion in U. K., has been formally
established. Mr. A. M. Brodie,
the former Alumni Relations
Officer and a retired member
of the staff of Jaffna College
read the message from the
Principal. Speeches were then
delivered by Dr. Selvarajan Je-
suthason, Dr, N. Satchithanan=
than and Mr. Windhi Jeyasin-
gham.

A resolution requesting the
Board of Trustees in U.S. A
to invite an alumnus of jaffna
College to be presgnt and par-
ticipate in its mgeetings was
passed without a division being
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 Bharati Festival at
Jaffna College

.Septémber 12th was observ=
ed as Bharati Day at Jaffna
College. At 1.:0 p. m. a special
pProgramme was conducted by
the Tamil Department of the
College. Mr. S. Jebanesan the
H}!ad_ of the Department in
his introductory remarks said
that the hunger and thirst of
Bha_rati were the liberation of,
India the Tamil Woman and
the Tamil poetry. The Middle
School Girls rendered a.dance
programme. After the singing
of some of Bharathi lyrics the
play “A day at Pondicherry”
was staged.

Memorial Service

A service of Thanksgiving
for the life and work of Miss
Constance Regina Parameswari
Walton was held at the Church
of St. John the Baptist on
Monday the 29th of September

at 3p.m. The Rev. Joseph
Sarvanandhan conducted the
service and a tribute was paid
by Mrs. Hensman. After the
service the ashes of the late
Miss Waton were interred at
the St. Johns Church  burial
grounds.

proposed . by Dr. P. Jeyaratnam

and seconded by Mr. Brodie.

A variety entertainment
followed —a magic show was
performed by Miss Krisha Sa-
thananthan (a grand-daughter
of Mr. A. T. Gunaratnam J; mu-
sical items were given by Mrs.
Sarojini Jesuthason Piano;
Miss Premila Jesuthason — Harp
& Flute and Mr. Vimalan Jesu-
thason — Violin (Daughter and
grand-children of the late Mr.
P W. Ariaratnam ;; oriental
dance recital was given by Miss
Shobana Sathananthan ( grand-
daughter of the late Proctor
Kandasamy of Vaddukoddai)
and Tamil songs were given
by Mr. Yogeswaran.

Election of office bearers:
Dr. S. T. S. Somasega-
ram
Vice:Presidents :  Mr. Mano Kadir-
gamar & Mr. A. Selvaratnam
Joint Secretaries : Dr. Preman Je-
yaratnam & Mr. Windhi Jeya-
singham
Treasurer: Mr. R.S. Chandrarajan

A committee ' of twelve
elected.

Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr. Jeyaratnam. The
meeting was followed by a
fellowship dinner and covers
were laid for 350 people and
it was catered by Mr.S. Sen-
thilingham also an alumnus of
the college: The newly elected
President Dr. Somasegaram
thanked the gathering for the
confidence they had in him to
guide the destinees of the As-
sociation. The function ended
1p.m. with the singing of
College Song:

President :

was

at
the
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Statement of the Sri Lanka S.C. M. on Ethnic

" Everywhere in the land
righteousness and justice will be done.

Because everyone will de
here will be peace

The  Student Christian
Movement views the terrible
conflict in our country today
in the perspective provided by
the above Bible passage.

Origins of the Ethnic Conflict :

Although modern Sri Lanka
is a multi-religious, and multi-
cultural society, ever since
independence from colonial rule
the Sri Lankn State has come
under the dominance of the
majority  ethnic . community.
Provided below are some ins-
tances in the process of estab-
lishment of ** Sinhala-Buddhist ”
supremacy over our State by
the majority ethnic community:-

(a) the denial of citizenship
to the entire Hill-country Tamil
communitys

(b) the enthronement of

Sinhala as the sole official
language in 1956;
(c) the Constitutional

guarantee of State Patronage
of the Buddhist religion alone
jn 1972. b

The establishment of such
an ethno-centric State resulted
in an erosion of the opportu-
nities for the various other
ethnic communitiess to live as
full citizens in their native
land. These communities were
no longer able to freely enjoy
lite as they wished to according
to their own cultures in their
motherland.  Further  more,
State investment in the deve-

lopment of social and economic

infrastructure was concentrated
in the zone centred on the
capital city and in the population
dense areas primarily inhabited
by Sinhalese majority commu-
nity. As a result of this
unequal distribution of State
resources, the out-lying regions
(the ‘*outstations "), some of
which are the home of ethnic
minorities, have suffered a lack
of development. Ethnic minori-
ties suffered further discrimi-
nation when, during 1972-73,
access to university education

Appointed to E. I. S. D.

The Board of Management
of the Ecumenical Institute for
Study and Dialogue has appoint=
ed Mr. Marshal Fernando B A.
(Ceylon), Post graduate Diploma
in International Affairs (1933),
Post graduate Diploma in Eco-
nomic Development  (1985),
Post graduate Diploma in Edu-
cation (1984), as an Associate
Director of the Institute with
effect from lst September 1986.

Mr, Marshal Fernando counts
many years of experience in the
S.C. M. and in the Ecumeni-
cal Movement both in Sri Lan-
ka and abroad. He has served

what i right
and security for ever”
( Isaiah 32:16, 17)

was regulated according to
ethnic | population proportions
under the notorious " Standardi-
;ation" of entrance examinat-
ion marks.

Conflict breaks out :

Being the numerically lar-
gest of the ethnic minorities
with ‘its own distinctive cultu-
ral identity and historic home-
land, it was ‘the Tamil com-
munity which felt strong enough
to rqsn‘st this systematic margi-
nalisation At first, Tamil op-
position to the consolidation of
** Sinhala-Buddhist *’ supremacy
was articulated within the legal
political framework. Consequ-
ent to a lack- of any favour-

able response by State hier-

arcy (a hierarchy based on
the majority ethnic constituen-
cy } the Tamil people extend-
ed their dissent beyond the
official political institutions into
mass agitation. In certain ins-
tances, when the governing po-
litical party did actually con-
sider solutions to this conflict
these solutions were never im-
plemented due to the over-rid-
ing concern of the governing
party ‘with the preservation of
its regime. Consequently Tamil
agitation was suppressed. Such
an escalation of the conflict re-
sulted in heightened ethnic na-

tionalism. . It is the Tamils "

who have suffered most in the
racial riots which have broken
out on several occasions. The
Tamil people have had to un-
dergo several decades of such
suffering and oppression. With-
in the Tamil community it
was the rural youth who felt
this repression most sharply.
The bitter experience of un-
successful mass agitation drove
these youths to expressing their
dissent through armed struggle.
The present government has
unleashed all its legal and mi-

litary powers in a harsh re-
pression in response to this

1S
REFERENCE
LIBRARY

)

armed struggle. 28

(to be continued )

Congratulations

On a scholarship granted
by the World Couucil of Chur-
ches Rev. J. Sarvanandhan Vi-
car. St. Johns Church, Chundi-
kuli will follow a course in the
Ecumenical Institute Bossey for
six months. He isthe son of
the late Mr. K. G Joseph and
Mrs- Joseph of the J-D.C.S.I.
Moolai Church and an [old boy
of Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai.

Wesley College as a teacher
for 15 years.

We welcome Mr. Fernando
to the Institute and look tfor-
ward to many years of fruite
tul collaboration.



« umeui Cpewr * 8

— Amysurr oo — g

<9 I F 60)60T DpL 1] 6OIL U raol
o o g wewir @y
ap DR -
11, @ gciior Cpang 4 1T sejgpi wE@D  WIGILsa I
Gpiraj pada Jp85 5 si GaZm CuspfLCa &
pIoa ugheh souipy gawih Haun s f_Ca
plal AHCad aain @yh sl s15 @@&® pidgy
12. Cpan Quady prliagh 18 airgpn usd amLadGmeé
ACmCan ! Caar fuianm AaugEaian AGOCUIS
S1Gd &L QG 5060AueAdeard padi RiHn g
s Quangar & udy su Qpesa pidy

UTHAYATHARAKAI

1841.
[ Qeuehr orll G sw utd Qaronloud s H

Estd.

Egdosm arr @51 ] g
Bt uneith THEE GO Hp D Qe o b

58 osms o otsI0! 13, urprid @rapd UL LwEib 19. Csss wran urady E
; “op F p 40 uioms down Uaadl® Qseiosdr 246 bs0 Qaipigy
T\ § 146] 3-9 86 l @'&w SPIN EOWE SaaToas Camih Gpia ypanisfLCu

Qsarafpdu Hmpsemu
u_urépuunmr Losm» D omaL LD

BT b ATLPT — 1986
11-10-86 <ol pamn
QL HECHILOL I Dpelit

ﬁ&@&@a&m

ap: l-l!

8-00 wenfl — GaorsHy aprT %
| o gHEEm 2Capsn

CIC ‘@Wrg;@wrrfr. (ya@efa,

@ awovSoor G earySuier )

. u. 11-00 wowfl — @& s faer
@ u. A2- 00 wonfl — udyEsse L b
G, u, 1-30 wewfl — wHwGurssTib

Wre@HD  SieTLm SeolpsFLLGS DT saT

uewr, FTW Sl

Qeu@rert,

@5 @. 8. ur. o

QarBmw! GQ&iGew ! :

1. whsous Gemsi ewsgb Gslmaar

oae e Quriser e,

9 Qarerter GarsPam@n @srsesen or @ s m@ LD

sonorailen eEGE &SI@,

3. slimsa Gaiyb FousGor onbdsm@w

ar @,

s 0% Baps@erimn

4, wlrd ugdaa wrdzl Gsabdsngh

al @b gyewa arpe),

b, arpe Qur@e Qums arw g 56578 pe L Qurrd

urpege Qe sorer or@ |

6, Gerasr Qarfuyn Golaser @ Pugib

Tamh arygdady G g

T, Gsraty greri® siw @upos

Yea el rgs s,

[ o B ‘'l PovQuor fé Gper®’

dwm.od, 6]

Lo 51 4 a1 Gayin!

wéaar @oer
wellarad @@ Glesm apar
Der v ok Gra 4

i lpEangy’ eraw g @E@ ur@o,
BI%T ek STy

Sgiamanla w»pun erer S g 5 LT & &L,

Do grew wssan Goar |
willairss Bovi s @ @unaye |
saflars assra

@5 Gsrly ar@apei!
arfluwrs
& QUL &
D @51 6
well aur 54

auE G en
are. @)

W& Fem 'ana\;ll

@sry.
@.’ml_a’s@m ‘Gur@)uir
OTIHI (&5,
H@,

wafl 5%ns ar e |

\

616w Ditb... Booi @b,

elurip Qpfisra srdy
14 Fam@i sONH Bmagard
SHCwram Qppf CurpifLCa
faaL ulmGurd yanady
fohfe dppsesh  wrawerGar
15. «pCsr ac&(zm\Gud,&.gi uaL
Sadp sUCur prdes
wpGsy s saifirann
arPhf yuish oapsCy
16. siw pDagn Holaygn
&Hp @rpei HFEUn_Lrd
uryn 45  @osudan
ugdaid sy e wipssGar

Carind agard AGEIQard
20 uangnh @@iyd Hpsajs
ujls s@peld subgpm <
aciant waramin FUAFCEE
Besuo Geusad srdgy
21, ganl) prsy usbsis
Bl d QeuiCy Guukisdar
BELiN Spsi ehaduie
aupsa Cus Upisily
22, «@w prdia dpjs
GUIjd dagy GCuaujar
Gugd QupEi LIgE&Hd f
QuilCura sid Saindaw]

Q&1 fs6ir

*® Agew
Corts @uwymi@iy uEBilo

&L GG @i,

wra L e &

@m Qurour
duoramsear @onBslr o Fw

Bo Qariden g @mrwefls

Qurodiurerr el ur. Qurs
waser Har uslur@raer, uer
ST IO L[5 GI6T an Gor T,

¥ ULEsSrars soL sFl.

Bear 8p asm Qeiwiul p,
Gaed s sem._ Qw:pﬂgyd,‘ Lyewr
wpsrilf gk wrhsd S ol rodomy
BSew ) rai@‘ssgwa'us?euuL@,
fsHramsa@amarr@n &0 &
Qo pé ma,@aa’{ Sog  Hyl
v & G gmaalon B pGopps
Qardl ergoamr o wneay)frsio
Qoiusps gsray Oshds
@ Wpswrs s 55 300 HsB
Qur gwssen. e, wieral @k
Qo 5 50 S GrOLUTC L calew
Vs@s Wrp, 65M® B GSeri,

* 2w Am. S. ORuCHse

S5 @n" .igr-niv:_rra @
flasrdie ewr gy Uy e
Gpu).maw_s,sﬂan, aar, OnuE s
F&r  Halsar SLbS gsewl
wrsnw H@wed asg, SoflQers
Gl Bmiuemfiurp 8 awmSapr,
Ramé® FoOLUTT YeTUTer
ar Gapuel G serr,

K e de. D. S. Surayis

SLBs Qf gonrs Sefl
@uré@é souley &L ewwurp
,aiu.: Quomr, r@w:rwrar Slhu @
o, GBS Sl (orsid
HQwhéaraier, Banticiend Hemr
wr ppE Qer i s @ e peorit .
@am"a@sf@ CIE GO BEVaN LS
HE&eT,

8 S 1pew (s a,eﬂa.uuwl

“@is yFercswms CasssH
sihg o1 @ & & ef Lo,
Cougs@er alarn L@ Hs%r
LD el o i@ &1 g ewid, Loeohl
Seatler nﬂb'gp#gqmuﬂ'/u,i)/ﬂu @
aBarsgm g b 1Q@m\ @au s &
Beir @t 1/@'@ alor  affommm
suﬁ/n@rﬁul a?/r)u; o058 or@ 2
el L & Gufrmm@a ” '

— i, A, Qpars

aean e Gy i B pan!

[ Cussdiiwi & erew, grufei,
@Cusmwa, sai wiluend Hpdpd

Zsia wiHCn, sLqadD, adg

e ECAIpapl ufodigysursl

Hasguin sdypspfs apdgi ]
—(g-i)

“puy srgroem  wefser,
BPws & Hu  ardgosslons
g a JIBEsTe, Y
@n Houss HpOsd geras
Ll  Sas om Ger
& oar gang 9ss@sCar
SreE spsuuQarer.,  — Ba
o Dsdws Srésern,

@S tneotl Gen aw da, @np'
aafien  (Guiigs Do ssuED
Bwedpauuiyn Qaesuen
Guy  Goos an ousHus
srogyssar, a5gw Gsawm
YT Y
Yalr R DLW
Cawenr g 55 @S}
HOND e
Q@srev gito o

ore ey s Salr

Qaem @b

Sy
oG
urse sl @

@oaw
Qe srw;
Gofl o, Jyaufaw
o (B B —
e pavs ’
.'/emmu

oTar
W HoesrpsH
@ W ue G e ar @ b
Syauens UL, .qnli'
*B Cund Hp@sa gy Fret
©1 6 gy 50 Ul N LIFLIL] mrrﬁﬂﬁ
sar & @G urwrs,
Swewin

_d-m._mnﬂ

BoSa

Qevsfl gorss
Gw@r(yﬂu-o}u'
sajwaw, 4 i Crresp
ey ey, AR

R Fwsmas upsu s E
#rd,ya?%vuqz'n BILD _;ayrullﬁ'ﬁ

g s gne, orn Qrracnds gus

U G, I DT, e g
@ 5 (L6 & @ waramay \y),ﬁﬂqa
UL SN DD FS, Sal Fr
A G (1% W o I G G,&vwﬂ'mﬂ‘:’.

@@ wisrallaw u/r,w'ﬂaaﬂﬂ

APy uyib,



o SWST TS
-/—

3-9-1986 - 3

wenil wrE@

SIS HEB L DL WG35S FOws e 2Aeuenrs GCaem&eT ;
gauf FBuLMIGEmasdsn e Grrsds S LIS @RIE6NT.

86:6

SN &E5D & 1eivg s Enid

Splsv seuirserrdw  Brid a1 b Elwg s%r  H2r ey s @B
(‘,;urrg)/: SUT S UT DS N & & T S@YLd Goamoussrseab @)s» m
IS BN OFssiug bb S, BL b5 U )
s Ts WaTGreler ClsTerensseir 9% & givdlan Gueds
ul® eupbs GurHaud gjeur  eurpps uTrs  preiged,
@srm prid T HiUni S sarey 2)q ser s Gluwi, wéseflsr
o ot o 5 B aTuiflow gHURSSINSTSS @rewrela,
Sy aafler  UTPE®S 9B WYY bs IisHwrwuwrsBar v
s@S umSlaT DeTi, '

by Yewiieui QCusyrefsr Gur s sar, usL @B
usduisir Q&rHEILmHEssev, Qeupdlaruy 2 sirewwreGs
BTID UTLPEVTLD, 6T63 LIH 5, LD&ET ST  Glb U P& SUilsd @ w b
u@sHé sreywerermi. fdlevg Grrefisr Gurslarsaflsr
ErS&TWIES &1 hHwy ser efler sl eTeirLg Bl swrar g,

dflevgseisaégs srhHugss, s Gursloruem b
srglmi@an A@sgieTer YW@ v BT ib L)rﬂrrbgy‘
Qarerer Geusmr®. & fhHw ClFeveur s, G pSu Hme
gmusw ewer ip p &  CrisCsaTums prid 9 Gaurip.
Guiwss Fnpsemulain gawaredsr Qsdaurdes OF)
wE Qauw mBrd wpweGeuesrBLid,

&1 b ST SWF, 2 _arerSETimw  Cubmy, 5601 63T 6V IBI & (I
arg CumbSaTemuLL 6T, WEsErs@F CFump usflamwGu
B0 furLresCasran® aTPhsTi. 2 WESDSH Unés

- ofldan i, 2 WESHHN EWVHF, UTWILESEEESTEL Uil

amsCu 2 wiawss spdé Qswdulirr, @5 dwiG
8® Amnhs @erwrSflurer empergn. dflvg Qum
wreyEE usilyflyn pwsd, gjarand srbd, GCusrr
WEEHE5S PG fphs aflsriy aaTUms BT LDHEs
efwier g,

L&T SLom
Bepssraun swisrws, o @bdesih bwEGTDD, Qeumyd
BT HINEETWSD — GnEEHGD @eniuy mslr GummL
U@ saTwe, GuimuyLar s @UuUrlBL b, Faps )6 5
s&r e figss sargrg Gurrryei; Qrduglsel yals
QYeTbss amsms euphdlei.

dllev seuirasarrdlw  prd, warSoredsr LeflgLiuewmiludsr
SmpInuZy egnmEF Geupur Ceumm@. 2 erer s
R, eurulsd eurdenw, QFwsdls Gebemt eaTUGCS
Spoinaures arpllair wpHu anflur®, Gatr b priG
A Awsd eurHaer  GsrupPened, s BB Gré s
B@h & 3, FOTSTen S5 £ia) o HUBMS 2_m 4. @hs e suwr
Thou guismie Ifopssug pb smuw.

S g ewrLeugnd 5L L@HEWET D 7 DETS &S 6L
DD GQuGsBISEEL snb, &plevgeumwrear  Sflmw  Gad g
uGAmi. arhHugsir s @b FowsmSE GErhseui
Sar GlovafliuemLwirads . PlebsGurHeun, Seur eé  &w
W5 H6ui &@L  6TeD6VT (3)60T & BT T & (& LD o_ flweurr @euic  pLod
S@oilw 5HCur gZar slaryn o) Hlejsmysdruo Brib  eTeT Db
U!Dé&q,ou,_u.urg,j.

Ao sen Gy m@pHuls TpHS), B elsarsSem g
'ﬁﬂ‘i".@‘”ffé’ﬂ‘fmf) BE  FBET S (6T udli ha  @amerenr
QubAEGD  BwEe, @)sir putb  eT63T @ DS MLd, & b Huitg. & eir
D moLb STy GopSis@h GHMUTESW, o erer erpsd
WL G PUUHD saHursed Sep g uQuaruGs erib
SGEST G,

srjpd, Opi sbmo yspbsreub wApros,

B)w F@HT BH H6iT

cafley @Ewe eoramn Surg

won i @ wrer  eraw o wllwrer eresr giib

YoHareT SEDESEST Yl BGeTer e g e
BT DD STE )T GoT Azer i |
whurer o6& wearenafler e Ser

srovy. wmmbs soflaj e Sywrsg

Ga:fré;.gy)Lb @uwr f s & Fallf_ &1 Sai L eyen |
wri Gar @huwer wr@uamn ussflude
wrurd Gur@w upbgs SiEserer
Amog e &@n Gadosrer oo g |
Devv

whlwrer yw@as Lo eor e e Sar -
Bmivg asncrer QRuswa QBursd
“Raar yaarg OFiaosenuw U s

o galé aaln e Qer G awiiyw!”

s e ; 665 Euwan Crravgyr,
“wiigar witSsr wer s He a@sr
arflwio  erem enfl s B E B @i £ hp
wfurer @swde wrBumnw Gswewri o
Kool s velBu & pL s o @i |

T orre Gs® aaad sLO@uri

e gmser Qo g VBB Baarri
ada@sra sl uCs crewsBans arer g |”
awmi QBue appaer syaGern |

a@mms Saly e gsfaen

f@@lﬂ& &rafwip-.
LPONoT Lfsmeir 114!

l. Guraduerp warBw Gurer (T W&,

Content is happiness, 3
2. wan @GHEwrow 59 o83 Bprusrls,

Trust not to a broken staff,
3., wera Qsravi Hm wrefms,

All happiness is in the mind,

4, Ha ana@sowre Gureararmm,
All that glitters is not gold.
5. @puif Bomdim urige. P g
Diligence is the mother of good fortune,
6. @parerr@e apanler oT@is @ awen @i,
Diamond cuts diamond.
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If God be with us, who will be against us?

8, werissard OQugsar AGrrg, : -
Truth finds foes where it makes none.

9. aresEgs sssuy BFrasa asrug,

Cut your Coat according to your cloth.
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Change of fortune is the lot of life.
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EDITORIAL
St Thomas the Apostle
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According to the Gospels: .
there is no mention of the other twin )
When Jesus heard of th‘e d;:a;h :f hl;oé]réen:f It;iasza:llil;c.iple:
to go to Bethany 1n udaea.
tried to diss%xade him frczim g:m:r rs:tél;d;l\)eli .}vek;irse h:agadd::::
3 : 5 ;
o d::jngelrt i(;f rziz'ieztotnheat ‘i‘homas then said, ** Let.us also go,
g;:;e V\'re may die with him.” (John: 11:16) Here is no vacil-
lation, but courage and loyalty.

When Jesus spoke of * many _mansions in m,y Father’s
house » and said, ** My way there is known to you. _Thomas
spoke out, * Lord, we do not know where you are going, SO
how can we know the way?” It was theq tgat Jesus said,
« am the way; [ am the truth, aqd I am life.” (John ;14 :5)
One wonders whether the other disciples know any better, or
preferred to keep their doubts to themselves.

he was a twin (Didymus), but

wanted

In the evening of the Resurrection Day, when Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples in the locked' room, and showed them
the marks on his hands and in his side, Thomas was not
present. Probably, he had gone out and did not hide w_lth_ the
other disciples in the locked room. When tht‘a other disciples
told him of Jesus' appearance. lhomas said, “Unless I put my
finger into the place where the nails were, and my hands into
bis side, I will not believe”. A week later, Jesus appeared
again to the disciples, and got Thomas to feel.the marks in
his hands and in his side. Thomas then salfi.. ‘,‘ My .L(')rd
and my God.” —the first explicit confession of Christ’s divinity,
He has been criticised for his doubting,  but the church has
also been thankful because his final declaration reassures future
believers. Also the high level of faith oi the confession implies
that his doubts were cleared, and tnere should follow a life
in accordance with that faith.

Here end the first century records about Thomas. What
follows is tradition as recorded by Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea
(315 A.D,) and others. One way of judging the credibility of
tradition is to consider how far it fits with what we know of
his character from the gospel records. We know that he was
a man of courage, both physical and moral, and the absolute-
ness of his conviction can be seen from the words of the
confessions

Tradition has it that he went to Syria and began a church
there. From there he went to India and started a church ghere
too. The fact that there is similarity in the liturgies of the
Churches in Syria and Malabar lends support to the tradition.

How he came to India is told in a story. An Indian King,
Gundaphorus by name wanted to build 'a grand palace, and sent
one of his merchants Abbanes to Syria to fetch an architect.
Thomas who had been a carpenter by occupation pefore he
joined Jesus’ band of disciples, was brought to India The story
goes that Thomas spent the king’s money on the poor, and
persuaded the king to give up the idea of a palace on earth,
in favour of a moansion in heaven. The king fell in with [ ho-

m_ls’. suggestion, became a Christian and helped in the Apostles
missionary work.

The circurqstances of his death are uncertain, but a tradition
says that he died as a martyr in 53 AD at the hands of the
king of Mylapore Two places in Madras — St. Thomas Mount,

and San Thome Cathedral - are considered memorials to his life
and work in India.

; Certain books discovered at various times are attributed to
him: tne Gospel of St. Thomas, the Apocalype of St. Thomas,
and ['he.Ar.'ts of St. Thomas (the last discovered in a heap of
papyri, in _1945. in Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt). But as
proof positive of his authorship is not avaltable, they are not
included in the canon. He is the
and his emblem is the T -square. i,
different days by the different chui.
Syrian Church; on October 6th, by ‘e Greek Church, and on
December 2Ist, by the Roman and other Church, Agreement
has now been made to. celebrate it oq Ocwuoer 6th.
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11.00 a. m.
12.00 noon

Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India
ANNUAL F:ESTIVAL

Saturday, llth October, 1986
at
Vaddukoddai

Programme

Thanksgiving Service and

Ordination of Mr. V. RR.jkumar as Deacon
Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
Preacher: The Rev.S. Jeyanesan, B.D., S.T.M.

Musical programme

Public Meeting

Fellowship Lunch

All are cordially

8.30 a. m.

1.30 p. m.

Rev. Sam Thampoe
Secretary,
gD Cr8. T

39TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL

of

THE

invited. F

CAROL SINGING
by
THE YOUTH OF THE NORTH

at
St. John’s College, Jaffna,
on
Saturday 8th November 1926 at 9.30 a.m.

Admission by Programme. Please infrom others.

St. John’s Cellege,
Jaffna.

Democracy — a state of mind

During the thirties of this century, there was among the

American negroes a move to add (o the existing 48 states of

the Union, an additional unit, the 49th state for the benefit of
the negroes. This was more than thirty years before President
Kennedy started desegregation. The agitation grew, a magazine
entitled * The 49th state” was staried, and meetings were held
to publicise the idea.

At one of those meetings, . V- Smith, a white Senator
for Illinois, and co-author of ¢ The Democratic Way of Life”
was Invited to speak. When he spoke of the practical difficulties
of carving out the new state from the neighbouring states, the
Negro Chairman of the meetung . wno was also the Editor)
interrupted him,
would be needed. The 49th state.” he concluded with finality,
‘“is a state of mind ”. What the agitators had in mind was
recognition by the majority whites of the negroes’ right to
€quality, if necessary, to a state of their own.

In Sri Lanka, the time has passed when words like
¢ Independence’ ‘democracy’ and ‘socialism’® had a hypnotic
effect. People now know that these words are shibboleths;
they have learnt to go behind, to the state of mind behind the
the actions. David Selbourne pointed out that a country can

*If a state of Justice arose, no more land

have the forms of democracy without the spirit of democracy,

without the democratic state of mind. Gerald Manley Prime

Minister of Jamaica, said, “Many parliamentary democracies are

in fact nothing more than means of legitimizing a tyranny of |

the majority ”.

The state of mind of Governments can easily be seen from
their past doings To tha minorities the state of mind of suc-
cessive governments of Sri Lanka has been revealed by the
imposition of Sinhala only (Switzeriand has four official langua-
ges), by the many broken pacts, by tane 1975 constitution and
tne monkeying with the judiciary, by the dropping of Appendix C
during the ‘ethnic’ negotiations, etc.

What is needed to create a right state of mind is a bold
stroke of statesmanship. Sir Robert Peele was for ten years
Conservative Prime Minister of England, His party had been
elected by the farmers and landowners. The Corn Laws had
been enacted to protect the farmers and landowners against
cheap corn from outside. Then in 1340, there was a failure of
both wheat and potato crops. Peele knew that the people would
die of starvation if foreign corn was not allowed to coms in
He was statesman enough to realize that he was Prime Minister
of England, and not of the Conservatives only. He did not let
the next elections loom too large. He repealed the Corn Laws.
He lost the election. He chose b :en what was good for
the country, and what was go his party. He did the
statesman like thing, and has va in history as one
0. Englands’ greatest statesmen

K. P
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