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Seminar on Social
Development of Youth

A Seminar on the * Spcial
pevelopment of our Youth at
the present time” was held
under the auspices of the Chris-
tian Institute fof the Study of
Religion. and Society at St.
Johns College on Friday the
17th instant. Mr. C. V. Vignes-
waran District Judge Mailakam
presided.  After the prayers
offered by Ven. Sam D. Hor-
shington, papers were present-
ed by Mr. S. R. Asirwatham
Former Deputy Director, Plann-
ing Department, Mr N- Bala-
krishnan Dean Arts, University
of Jafina, Mr- G, M. Sebastiam-
pillai Lecturer in Economics
Rev. Fr. Jeyaseelan, and Mr.
K. Nesiah. Swamy Chitrupa-
nanda of Saratha Nilayam
Point Pedro had sent his mes-
sage to the Seminar, After
the main addresses remarks
were made by Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavaner. Mr. S, Manika-
vasagar former Director of
Education Northern Region, and
Dr. Rajan Hoole Lecturer in
Mathematics.

The Seminar wound up
with chairmans concluding re=-
marks and Benediction pro-
nounced by Rt. Rev.D.]J. Am-
balavaner. s

New Cemetery for Jaffna
Christians

The Municipal Council of
Jaffna has allocated ten lach-
ams of land in Thundi, Colom-
buturai to be used as burial
grounds by the Churches in
Jaffna.

This allocation was made
because of the difficulties in
conducting burial services at
the Koddady cemetery which
is in close proximity to jaffna
Fort.

“Jesus Loves Me” Centre

Jesus loves me centre es-
tablished in the Tellipallai
Church premises was opened
by Rt. Rev. D J. Ambalavaner
on sunday the 12th instant at
845 a. m. Mr. V. Devarajan of
Sydney Australia is the patron
of the ¢ Jesus love me” Cen-
tre.

The Liberation Tigers Move-
meat declared on the 28th of
October that they would take
Over the civil administration
Within the jJaffna Peninsula
from the beginning of 1987

This will be in addition
1o their efforts to produce a
ocal currency, issue road taxes
and licenses, organise regional
€conomic development bodies,
Village justice committees, and
Iun traffic police. Another mi-
Altant group is already issuing
*€lam’ postage stamps:
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The Month that was

The month of October was
not bereft of its share of
drama, sorrow, death and des.
truction. In fact it could be

sa_id that it had more than its
fair share.

With regard to the peace
offensive little progress was
made. In fact the President’s
Statement during the month
that the Provincial Councils
would be implemented only
after the militants laid down
arms seemed to take the peace
Process a step backwards. His
subSequent denial of this state-
ment to the Indian Goyvernment,

which while being all too
familiar, did not undo the
damage. At the time of going

to Press the militants after a
meeting with Tamil Nadu's
MGR, had stated in Madras
that a joint response to the
Sri Lankan Government’s pro-
posals would be made before
the 3rd of November.

The militay conflict how-
ever continued unabated with
in fact an escalation taking
place. The Eastern province
continued to be the stage for
a see- saw battle for sup-
remacy between the Security
forces and the militants. The
latter appears to have made
significant progress over the
last few months. It would not
be wrong to state that the
situation in most of the Eas-
tern Province is akin to what
existed in the North in the
middle of 1985 However there
was a sudden upsurge during
the month of October of fight-
ing in the Mannar District,
On the. 12th of October a
major battle took place at
Adamban between a large army
patrol and the cadres of the
LTTE (Tigers) which @ left
24 army and 2 militants dead
(The goverment's figures: 15
army and 65 ‘Terrorsts’)
Amongst the dead was the
Mannar area Commander of
the LTTE — Victor. During
the fighting the LTTE also
captured alive two soldiers,
one of them a 2nd lieute-
pant, In an unexpected move
the LTTE brought the two
soldiers, the bodies of nine
army men, their own dead and
captured weapons ,to Jaffna
The Security forces’ attempts
to prevent this met  with
failure.

Unprecedented crowds llo_ck-
ed to see the captured soldiers
and to pay their last respects
to Victor the LTTE Com-
mander who had been very
popular. People turped up in
their thousands as tbe corlege
of the dead (.Jommandeg was
taken around the Peninsula.
In a development that caugiht
the imagination of the people
and proved that such humani.

M e W

éven in the midst of conflict,
the LTTE handed over the
corpses of the slain army men
to the garrison at the Jaffna
Fort. They did so with full
military honours-

The highlight during the
month was the visit to Jaffna
by Vijaya Kumaranatunge the
leader of the Sri Lanka People’s
Party (sLmMP). He thus
became the first Sinhalese poli-
tician to visit Jaffna in more
than three years. The purpose
of his journey (in addition to
getting some political mileage
out of it) was to try and
secure the release of the two
soldiers held captive. His re-
quest for an unconditional
release was met with polite
refusal. During his brife visit
he was taken around jaffna,
met the captive soldiers and
held discussions with local
LTTE leaders. Subsequent to
his return to Colombo the
Government insisted that the
two soldiers be unconditionally
released and stated that they
would not negotiate for their
release.

k (Continued on page 4)

A Service of Thanksgiving
and Burial of Ashes.

Constance Regina Parameswary Walton

A Service of Thanksgiving
for the life and work of the
late Miss Constance Regina
Parameswary Walton was held
on Monday, September 29th
1986 at St. John the Baptist
Church, Chundikuli, A large
gathering was present, and the
service was conducted by Rev.
J. Sarvanandan, graced by Ven.
Sam. D. Horshington and as-
sisted by Rev. P. Jeyarajah.
The well planned service, and
the beautiful singing of the
Chundikuli Girls" College choir
was a fitting offering to late
Miss Parames Walton, who
gave of her best tothe Chun-
dikuli Girls’ College choir: The
bible lessons were read by
Miss L. R. Navaratnasingam
(cousin of MisS Parames Walton)
and Mr. J. T. Chelliah (Bro.-
in-law of Miss Parames Walton(
The Chundikuli Girls' College
choir sang the first anthem
‘Sweet in the Mercy' after tne
first lesson, while the second
anthem' The Lord is my
Shepherd’ followed the Litany
read by Ven, Sam. D. Horshing-
ton. A moving tribute was
delivered by Mrs. E« K. Hens-
man (A colleague and friend
of Miss Walton) which was
followed by a song ‘We’ll Talk
it over’ sung by the immediate
family members. After an
inspiring message by Rev. J.
Saravanandan, Darshika Alaga-
ratnam (Niece of Miss Walton)
sang a touching solo ‘Crossing
the Bar’. The solemn service

Robert John Thurairajah
Born: 6th November 1909

A loving husband and father
dear has gone

Where sin and sorrow,
Pain and sickness never come;
He has left us son and daughters,
Mother of his children dear,
She wit{n Whom he toiled and

’ suffered
He has made the Jjourney safely
And atlast arrived home
Now he's absent from the body,
But present with the Lord.

With hearts mingled with sorrow
We remember you in Everyway
on your Birthday.

Wanted

TEACHERS for St. James
Chareh, Nallur Nursery School.
Qualified in Music and 'Enpglish.

Apply to:

- W¥en. Sam D. Horshington

St. James Church
Nallar

before 15-11-1986.

Wedding
Kar d — Pry devi

A pretty wedding took place
on Saturday the 18th instant
at 11a m, at Wesley Church
Vannarponnai when Mr. S. C.
Karunendran led to the altar
Miss Premadevi Kathirgamana-
than. The marriage was so-
lemnised by the Rev. K, P.
Kovindarajah assisted by Rev.
S. Karunairajah. Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavaner pronounced Bene.
diction.

A tellowship lunch followed
at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Buvanasundram brother-in-law
and sister of the bride.

The bridegroom is a son
of the late Mr. P. Selvanaya-~
gam former Assistant Registrar
University of Jaffna and Mrs.
P. Selvanayagam and the bride
a daughter of Mr A. S. Ka-
thirgamanathan and the Mrs.
Kathirgamanathan of Point
Pedro.

came to a conclusion while the
congregation stood still for the
¢Dead March’ played by Miss
Sharmini Atputhanandah, final-
ly during the singing of the
bymn ‘Lead kindly Light’ the
ashes was taken for burial-
lead by Mr. J.T. Chelliah and
followed by the close relatives
and the congregation.
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EBITORIAL
The Struggle for Peace

Four SLFP members of Parliament, bodily _camed out ll)_y
seven policemen (for refusing to obey the chair’s orders ) c1:
maxed, according to news reports, the discussions on the‘ con
troversial Amendment to the Special Prcsidgutial _Commxs:t;a:
Inquiry Bill which was passed unanimously in Parliament i
174 government M.Ps voting for the Bill and the Opposi
MPs walking out before the vote was taken.

The event was a sequel to three SLFP Members of Parlia-
ment who filed papers in the Supreme Court on 20:10-86, che:il-
lenging the constituitionality of t_hc Amendment’ which, accor :
ing to them. failed to comply with the article in the co.nstlt'm
tion which required that a copy of the proposed legislation
should be delivered to the Speaker at the time of reference to
the Chief Justice.

The Supreme Court had net given an order on the pqtitiop,
at the time the Amendment was taken up, for descussion 1n
Parliament. The government position was that the Supreme
Court had not made an order to stay proceedings till the peti-
tion was heard and the results known.

Protests mounted against the Amendment from two othpr
quarters. The LSSP in a statement opposed the proposed legis-
lation on the ground that the remedy sought by the govern-
ment was worse than the disease. Though the real objec
tive of the government was to quell the rising tide. of .protest
against the Provincial Councils, the o further deprivation” of
the political and democratic rights of the people wguld .e}'ode
the very groundwork laid for a solution of the ethnic crisis,

Even a book, the LSSP statement said, with purely acades
mic overtones may be construed as intended to ‘influence’ the
government and make the writer liable for penalty under the
proposed piece of legislations

The Mawbima Surakeema Viyaparaya, which had campaigned
countrywide against the establishment of the Provincial Coun-
cils, filed a Fundamental Rights Application Plea in the Sup-
reme Court, also on 20-10-86. The three Joint-Secretaries —
Ven. Maduluwawa Sobitha Thera, Ven. Wilegoda Ariyadeva The-
ra and Dr. Nath Amarakone — challenged ‘the proposed amend-
ment to the Presidential Commissions Inquiry Law No. 7 of
1978, as an infringement of the fundamental rights of the peo-
ple and the country, unless the proposed legislation has the
consent of the people at a referendum.

It is in this stifling atmosphere that the government finds
iteelf today, — the atmosphere of an all powerful juggernaut
pressing them at every turn. A three-page guideline has been
sent out to all police headquarter’s on how to handle a crisis
in any area.

In the meanwhile, two epoch-making events have taken
place in Jaffna with uncanny timing. On the 14th of October,
as the shadows of the evening lengthened around the Jaffna
Fort (now a military post), and the sensitivities over the har-
tal declared in honour of the fallen leader Vicior had subsided,
the LTTE leader in Jaffna, Kitt» with his deputies handed over
to the government nine bodies of soldiers killed at the Adampan
F_ront. in a ceremony, bereft of any incident or fanfare, oppo-
site the Jaffna quice Station. The security forces from the Jaff-
fl?eFI?’i‘ti‘ éoczl;nc'ielwery of the bodies, according to reports, from

: On 20-_10-86, standing full glare in the spotlight at Ratmalana
Airport, with two of his party colleagues was Vijaya Kumara
tunga, the leader of the SLMP, about to board an SLAF l::t;
to Jaffna, put at his disposal by the government, to obtair? the
release .of two servicemen who were under the custody of the
LTTE in Jaffna after the Adampan confrontation at which the

LTTE leader at M 1 i
by annar Victor and his Deputy, Rome fell at

But on his return to Colombo on the same
r.anatunga did not have perhaps, the same engiys'ia[::irc. If:c[:a:
tion, For, the crowds love a winner. The LTTE, while pl-
coming the SLMP leader to Jaffna and sbowing‘ him r:cd
many of t.h‘e **bleeding pionts” in the beseiged town, had rqd
as a condition, for the return of the two servicemen,’ the reac‘:li-

procatory gesture of the release of tw : :
ment custody. 0 LTTE men in governs

The ‘government position was that all facilities were granted
for 'the SLMP leader to fly to Jaffna to bring back the t
servicemen gnd not to negotiate their release. [ There has bWo
some confusion reported of the identity of the two men uniiir;

the LTTE custody i : :
ek y in Jaffoa. But that does not concern ug

The mood that had buoyed Jaff
¢ t na on 21-10-86,
9{ a Smhal'ese political leader, visiting some of 8?he
in the peninsula ( whatever may be the object of hi
was soon turned to despair when news was flashed t

at the sight
sore spots
S mission )
hat, at the

) ¢ O
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The Month that was
(Continued from page 1)

The abortive attempt to
secure the release of its two
soldiers was the excuse for the
armed forces to once again
vent their frustrations on the
innocent people of the Mannar
District. During this operation
light attack aircraft and heli-
copter gunships (or as the
Minister of National Security
insists on calling them — heli-
copters mounted with guns)
were used. At the time of
going to Press the toll was 25
civilians dead, 5 missing, 70
houses destroyed and a temple
damaged.

The recent events in Jaffna
served one good purpose — the

incessant shelling from the
jafina  Fort abated — albeit
temporarily.  Prior to that,
indiscriminate  shelling  had

resulted in the deaths of a few
civilians, wounded several others
and cause¢ damage to places
such as the General Hospital
and St. John's College. The
doctors, understandably nervous
about their hospital becoming a
charnel house instead of a place

demand — removal of the Army
Camp from Jaffna.

The government propagan-
da machinery showed signs of
considerable wear and tear dur-
ing the month. Their conflic-
ting reports of events that took
place in Mannar and subse-
quently in Jatfna were ludicrous.
It would have left the most
diehard government supporter .
sore and perplexed.

The 27th of October which
had been accepted by both
gides as a day of peace in
response to the Pope’s call was
violated by both sides. The
militants reportedly Kkilled a
soldier at the Thondamannar
Camp in Jaffna while the
Security forces reportedly shot
dead three civilians in the
Batticaloa District Peace is a
commodity that seems as elusive
as ever.

N. B. The shelling from the Jaff-
na Army camp resumed with
a vengeance om the 29th
October and continued en the
following days. Four civiliang
were killed and thirty two in-
jured oa the firstday alome.

The General Hospital once
again was targeted by the army

of healing, took out proces- gunners. Central College too
sions and filed letters of pro- was damaged. This shelling
test to the Government and all comes at a time when Jaffna
foreign embassies in Colombo. town is busy with shoppers

The students of St. John’s for the Deepavali Season. The

College & Chundikuli Girls' ‘fetival of lights’ has very dim
School also took to the streets prospects this year.
in protest. Their common D GAS

Adampan confrontation again from October 21 to 23, 19 civili-
ans were killed, (six in one family). Seventy dwellings were
damaged and five civilians were missing.

Two public utterances in the meanwhile reflecting govern-
ment poiicy from two government leaders in the top echelons
of office have had a crippling effect on the hopes of the Tamil
moderates for an early settlement of the Tamil problem.

President Jayawardene, speaking at the Richmond College
Prize Giving on 9-10-86 said :(—

*“ Dharmiista did not mean the goverment had to be nonm-
violent. No government in the world was non-violent. No State
in the world was non-violent...... ' Dharmista’ means — please re-
member — rlght or just. Follow right, for right is right, withent
consequences,” [DN 21-10-86]

In this context we are reminded of what Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru _said of ‘non-violence’ as Mahatma Gandhi conceived.
According to Gandhiji it was an infallible method. To stop it
would be a confession of the failure of the method itself.

Natipnal Security Minister Athulathmudali addressing the
cadets in training at the Military Academy at Diyatalawa on
20-10-86 though he exhorted them not to hurt civilians in their
violence had this to say as a statement of policy:—

“We are offering a political solution not in lieu ef military
strength but seperate from military action against those who take
to terroism.,’

’ Must it be said that the success of the Ku

mission in Jaffna, the Tamil Nadu Political leaderrgfir:frf)::tusngi:
Madras, the southern block Indian Politlcal leaders’ energies in
New Delhi and to cap all, the outcome of the Third Rofnd of
Peace Talks, all require a favourable political climate in th
country to achieve the desired goals. ,

Two thoughts are uppermost in our mi

20 X r mind as we con
these notes. Militarily the destructive power of modern Cvlvizf
pons is so great.that even the winner has to pay heavily for
a war that no victory will ever justify in human terms

For us in Sri Lanka, it is not enough that there should b

peace The need is imperative, that a seed is sown amidst thi

d.ebn.s of war, “{or that subtle and precarious luxury called civi

lisation without which life would have mno beauty and llisteorymrl:’
’

meaning. [ Will Durant]
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