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Church of North India

The 6th Synod of the
Church of North India was
held at St. Stephen’s College,
Delhi from the 3rd to the 9th
of October, 1986. The Rey.
M. Azariah, General Secretary
of the Church of South India
Syned attended the above Synod
as a fraternal Guest.

The theme of the Synod was
*You shall be my witnesses”.
The members struggled with
the theme through the Study
of the word of God realising
that Christians are called upon
to witness ““a world torn by
systemic sin “, and **in a plura-
listic society = The Church is
also called to witness for *““a
pew Order’® which demands
s« new life styles” and for *a
different tomorrow*. In order
to be effective winesses Chris-
tians need to be ““filled with
power in Christ",

The Synod elected its new

offiice bearers for the next
biennium.

Moderator : The Most Rev
Din Dayal, Bishop of Lucknow.

Deputy Moderator: The Rt.
Rev. John E. Ghose, Bishop of
Darjeeing.

Treasurer: Mr. A. K. De.

General Secretary: The Rev.
Pritam B. Santran (re-elected).

We extend our congratu.
lations and prayers for God’s
blessings on these new Officers
of the Church of North India
Synod.

Bishop
Lakshman Wickremasinghe
Memorial Meeting

Bishop Laksman Wickrema-
singhe Memorial Committee
conducted a meeting to remem-
ber the late Rt. Rev. C. L. Wick-
remasinghe, at St. Johns Col-
lege Jaffna on Saturday the
first instant.

Rev. Father Paul Casperz,
Rev. Yohan Devanandha and
Mr. K. Nesiah addressed the
meeting. The meeting Wwas
presided over by Rev, Father
M. Jeyaseelan.

Rev. Yohan Devanandha said
that Bishop Wickremasinghe was
not only a man of prayer but
also a man of action whose
main concern was the uplift-
ment of the downtrodden, thé
lowly and the lost.

Rev. Fr Paul Casperz said
that Bishop _eo and Bishop
ickremasinghe were still pre:
Sent with us in spirit. He also
8aid that after 1956 there Was
a significant change in the
outlook and the attitude of the
hurch in Sri ranka. Mr: Ne-
Siah asiq that Bishop Lakshman
;’ia: a friend, prophet and Ppat-
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all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star toz=

lovite the U. N. Working Group on Disappearances
to Visit Sri Lanka — A. L

"_Invite the United Nations
orking Group on Disappear-
ances to visit Sri Lanka ” says
:ast month letter addressed by
he_A. I. to the Minister of
National Security. By doing so.
the letter says that the gov-
e‘rnment of Sri Lanka could
*“Substantially alleviate the sor-
row and anguish of the fami-
lles_who till now, have search-
ed in vain for their relatives
who have *Disappeared”,

The following is the text
of the letter from A.I. address-
ed to the Minister concerned :—

More than 30 Sri Lankans
hgve been reported ¢ missing”
since  Amnesty International
called on the Government of
Sri Lanka last month to set
up an inquiry into alleged
abductions by the country’s se-
curity forces.

In a letter to Sri Lanka’s
Minister of National Security.
the human rights organization
said it was gravely concerned
that the Government appeared
to have taken no action to
clarify the fate of 272 cases*
already submitted to it by Am-
nesty International,

The six-page letter, sent to
The Hon. Lalith Athulathmudali
on 14th October 1986, ‘said the
Government should now con-
sider inviting the United Na-
tions Working Group on *Dis-
appearances” to visit Sri Lan-
ka to examine such cases in
the country.

Amnesty international said
it was reacting to an earlier
public Government invitation
for it to file legal action on

such cases before the SriLane
kan courts, so that witnesses
to the arrests of *‘disappeared”
people could be examined.

Although the Government.
in a statement issued by its
Media Centre on 29th Septem-
ber, had offered to guarantee
the safety of witness filing pe=~
titions in the Sri Lankan Courts.
Amnesty International said near-
ly all relatives or other wit-
nesses who had contacted it
in such cases had expressed
fears of reprisals if their iden-
tites were disclosed.

In a report issued on 10th
September, Amnesty Interna-
tional said that existing legal
measures available in the Sri
Lankan courts could not give
*effective relief” to relatives
searching for the * disappear-
ed”, It said independent, im-
partial. machinery was needed
to investigate the cases, with
powers to protect witness. Am-=
nesty International said the
Government had an interna-
tionally recognised obligation to
take effective measures to cla.
rify “disappearances”.

The Government’s earlier
statement criticized - Amnesty
International for not referring
in its report to information on
*‘disappearances” that the Sri
Lankan authorities had already
submitted to the United Na-
tions. But Amnesty Interna-
tional said it had never been
sent the  information by the
government and its three most
recent urgent requests for this
information had received ne
goverhment reply,

Obituary
Mr. Mano Kadirgamar

Mr. Mano Kadirgamar of
The Loyds Bank died in Lon®
don on Sunday the 19th
of, October. He leaves behind
his wife Pathmaranee a son
and a daughter. The funeral
took place in London on Satur-
day the 25th of October.
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Mrs. Sugirthamalar Nalliah

The death occured on Fri-
day the 24th of October _of
Mrs. Sugirthamalar Nulhah, wife
of the late Nalliah of Kopay.
The funeral toolf place at her
residence at h{)pdy on ’t_he
following day: The rgm.-nns
were then removed to St Ma-
rys cemetery Kopay for inter
men;he was the sister of Mrs
Manonmany Rasiah, Mrse Sal=

kunamany Selvaratnam and Mrs,
Jeyamalar Jeevanayagam of Ko-

pay-
n £ 3 *
Mrys. Sor ah G
The death occurred on

Monday the 27th of October of
Mrs. Sornammah Gunaratnam
wife of Mr. R« M. Gunaratnam
former Vice Principal of Hartley
College Point Pedro,

The funeral took place at
the residence of Mr. J. Nalliah
at Chundikuli Jaffna, Mr. S.
Karunairajan conducted the
gervice and preached the ser-
mon. The remains were then
removed to St. Johns Church
cemetery for interment

She leaves behind besides
her husband Mr. h Foorandin

pular,  Dr. K lilcivanaiiain=
pilial , brothels vits J Nal+
llan . sister J, D M KN Guud-
Ialudi Ui L J Guudlacdalil
(sons). Mis sarvJiuithevi joya

raluam old il Luevy Su
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BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE
J.D.C.S. L

Women’s Fellowship

Christian Home Festival
on
15th November 1986 at 9 aim,
in the Manipay Church.
All are cordially invited,

President
Women’s Fellowship,

Wanted

An Office Assistant for the
C. C. F. Project Officer.

Should be able to type in
English and Tamil,

Apply BBfOlé: 25;11-86 to:
_ The Project Officer;
C..C. F.
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukkoddai,

Memorial to Late
Dr. Mirs. Pakkiam Retnanandam

A ward for free treatment
was opened at McLeod Hospi-
tal. Inuvil on 15th October
1986 at 3.30p.m- and was
blessed by Bishop Ambalava-
nar. EThe ceremony included
the wunveling of a pheto of
the late Dr. Mrs. Pakkiam Ret-
nanandam who had served the
Hospital from 1929 —45; and
again as Qutdoor Medical Offi-
cer from 1960— 64. The mem-
bers of the Medical Board, the
Hospital Staff and a few mem-
bers of the public including
the close relatives of the late
Dr. Mrs. Retnanandam and of
Mr. Retnanandam were present.

Mr. Rajan Kadirgamar, on
behalf of the Medical Board,
referred to the services of the
late Dr. Mrs. Renanandam, Mr.
Retnanandan thanked the Me~
dical Board and the Hospital
Management for the opportus
nity provided to perpetuate his
late wife’s memory in the place
she had loved most and had
rendered service in the mis.
sionary spirit of tbe late Dr.
Ida Scudder, her!Principal at
Vellore Medical College and of
Dr. Isabelle Curr of Inuvil Hos=
pital.  Mr. Retnanandam also
praised the spirit of love and
service that has been prevail-
ing in the Hospital among the
Staﬁl

Central College Student
Shot dead

Mas. Ponnambalam Vipula-
nantham a seventeen year old
Advanced level student of Jaff-
na Central College succumbed
to gun shot injuries on Thurs-
day toe 300
Vipulanao i i
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EDPITORIAL . 3
The Political Crisis and Public Security

d by the Wesleyan
tral College (a school founde o
Misé:g”?n %?3;‘; situated in the heart of the ;o;gna b;c.ame
scene of a gory tragedy on 30-10-86 at about 9: .

i ffna
A targeted bullet reportedly from the area 107f ; tgeP{-Zfect
ramparts struck Ponnambalam Vipulananthan (age age.d i
of Jaffna Central College as he was assidously ertlgdents i
9.30 a. m. in calming down a large group of ?{u e
top floor of the Rev. P. T. Cash Memorial lfiloc_.ht e, A
come flustered by the explosions they heard rig
esplanade. . g %
Vipulananthan who fell down with bleedm_s ;ﬁjuer;feosrtswto
immediately rushed to the hospltal._ vcfh'ere_ despite g
save his life, he succumbed to 'hltserguil;eih:t‘:v[;or‘{ s
chool boy tally was regis :
cAol:slttllxlesl;.ds the country for the last three years.

At school, Vipulamnthan‘was an all-rounder._ llna c(::'}:ixlr)iranl(f{té
of Oriental instrumental music he had won :pccxamfessmm.l e
Id play the Miruthanganm yvxth the_ skill of a p : oy
cog articipated in over thirty recitals on public pla
'lll‘?le ‘pwar’ in Jaffna has claimed the cream of our youth.

the rash of shells on} thelsaxle dayg.
i ictims i the Jaffna Hospitale youn,
Yoy tv:lois: lct;x;n: “tlxazm};aall(?: mklﬂs aujnt in his pillion to the
ll::;tpoitalc{o see a patient during visiting hours and %ropped. l::ir
at the entrance did not return to take her as he halt pr:(;msthé
He fell a victim to a shell as he was proceedlqghowg s
bazaar along hospital road, to do some Deepavali ShOppIng.

eople were reported injured on that day. The
verysgzﬁt i:); rhepinjured wheeled alpng the corrldor'. the blllast
of shells and the concomitant confusion and disarry in the hoss
pital caused the death by shock of a lady teacher (_)f. the Vad-
dukoddai Thirunavukkarasu Vidyalaya who was waiting at the
Clinic to get the doctor to examine her husband who was a

patient-

Reporting on these incidents the Government media centre
in Colombo stated under the caption '‘Terrorisis shell......forces
reialiate ":—

‘* Terrorists fired 15 shells from the Clock Tower and the Regal

Theatre and the Hospital grounds. Troeps fired back with eight

mortars- (DN 31-10-86)

The War is on, in Jaffna with a sinous complexity of pro-
blems. In almost all the controntations, the civilian deaths out-
number the casualties among the two combatants —the govern-
ment security forces and the militant groups.

The Government Agent has, it is learned, announced that
the security of civilians as individuals or groups is an ambit
~ of administration in which he can do very little.

In the meanwhile,

The question then arises to what extent a democratic civi-

lian .govern'ment can give the Army the power to guarantee
public security.

In thii.contegt,; we are reminded of a comment made by
a fact finding mission of the International League of Human

Rights (ILHR) which visited Nicarugua recently. Said a mem-
ber of the team ;—

"“Nobody cares a damn about human rights there. I# is a
blace where the beople are totolly incidental, (Italics ours).

A Decisive Moment

“.The next two weeks will be most decisive in the history
o_f Sri I.:apka 2 was the opinion expressed by the National Secu-~
rity Minister, Lalith Athulathmudali, addressing a meeting at

Indiruwa on 28-10-86, after opening a two storeyed school build-
Ing at the Ganegola Maha Vidyalaya, s e

The Minister has expressed the view that if the *terrorists’
refuse to settle things peacefully the government will be come

pelled “to decide on an alternative and i
ety pursue it most deter~

i Tl,l’e.Duily News of 29-10-86, we note, has seen *“a silver
Ining » in thq news and opinions expressed in the media in
India on the intransigence of the

“‘terrorists 7, particularly 'in
the' reports of possible U. S. assistance to Sri Lanka, to fight ter=
Torism even though such assistance would be limited to security

measures at the International Airport at Katunayake.

= #The uzx’/erengn state of Sri Lanka” says the Editorial of
- DN of AJ-]Q-SG ‘“has every right to seek assistance of its
riends world wu:l‘e to tackle the menace that has far too long
bled the country 1 fmenace’ refers obviously to the mes
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Uduvil_Church
Mrs. Jayanthy David

Diakonia 2000 — Called to be
Neighbours

The World consultation on We regret to record the
the Inter Church Aid. Refugees death which occurred at Sa
and World Service of the World manthurai (EP) of jayam.
Council of of Churches is to (€36), wife of Dr.V.R. Dayjj"
take place in Larmaca, Cyprus Dental Surgeon- hGovgrnmen
from the 18th to the 26th of Hospital ?amﬁnt (l;lt'al and
November this year. The d;ughterd OM rI:‘reggrSgte i 3
Theme of the Consulata;\ilor.l t115 gf ef] nge Lani_s’.’, U duvil.ep 0
. < H el -
bf))&if?nlarg:"ev?ro:g Ple)iakorﬁa( Ti}_e Funeral took place gt
g Testament Greek the residence of the deceased a¢
lso:'gefoljezervice’ “Diakonia Uduvil on Wednesday (8-10-86)
W .

: at 3 p.m. Rev. D. C. Ratnas
200" reminds us of the various singam pfficiated at the St
forms of service the Churcl}es assisted by Rev Karunairaj
have engaged themselves in. of (he Methodist Church,
since the days of the Apostles padro. Rev. D.R. Ambalavan
and indicates the need to look paid the tribute.
towards the next millenium and The remains were interred
adjust our local z}n.d global .. (he Uduvil Church bridl
service to new realities. grounds. |
¢Called to be Neighbours Jeyanthy leaves behind ‘hes i
points ‘to a central element gjdes her parents and hushz nd,
in the - preaching of Christ her twin sister Vamalanthy ang
himself and we are challenged brothers Jeyakumar, Eric, Sa
to, constantly reflect on our thian and Felix, and a large
understanding of who our circle of friends and relationg
neighbour is. * “ Neighbour” is to whom ger Dartltxllg has been .
all encompassing: transcending @ Very sad wrench. -
differences of - age, sex, race,
creed, ideology, and nationality.
In the eyes of God we are {
created equal as neighbours world Consultation sponsored
and are all in mutual need of by the World Council of
each other. We only have to Churches since the Vancouver
rediscover how. Assembly 11_1“ 1983. tT:]ef Con-
Some of the basic questions Sultation will attempt to formus
that the Consultation ~will late and define a new visiog

i t low- of ecumenical witness and
e el ) e gl service for all Continents in

service locally and inte nad
tionally. Thisis the first major

ng:- 5% ol
g the context of a changing
The efment pohticfal and eco-. otld situation.
nomic and social dynamics

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
‘'vanar, Bishop of the Jaffna
Diocese of the C.S.I. and
Mrs. Nimalka Fernando, Secre:
tary of the Development Com-
mission of the N. C.C. wil
participate from Sri Lanka.
The Rev. M- Azariah, General
Secretary of the Ci S, 1. Synod
the Rt. Rev. D. C. Gorai
2 3 Moderator of the Church of

in service or aid programmes. North India, the Rev. George

About 300 participantS Ninan of the C.C.A. and B
from 103 countries will be at \jost Rev. G. Mar Osthathios
this Consultation. Most of of the Syrian Orthodox Church
them are Church leaders and will be among those particis

those involved in Christian pating from India §

which affect the physieal and
spiritual needs of people in
their various situations.

Giving these dynamics the best
possible forms of Christian
service or sharing that would
tackle the root cause of these
needs.

Theology or theologies which
inspire Churches to engage

The other side of the ‘coin’ is presented to us in an edi
torial by the World Today of 31-10-86:—

" Every state represents accumulated violence to be organised
for attack or defence. when that violence is transferred to indi .
viduals, each of us is the State. We may respond with hatred
and certainly there is mow a terrible risk of racial revenge.”

On the subject of intransigence of the militants which accords
ing to some Sri Lankan politicians is standing on the way of
PEACE in the country, a statement of the LTTE leader given
to the Hindu on 4-9-86 in an interview, has to be given objecs
tive consideration :—

‘““These who have supported the Tamils to an extent like
Vijaya Kumaranatunga have had bombs hurled at their platforms:
So long as a' raeist, chauvinist context prevails there we are left
with no alternative.”

Subsequent events in Parliament have attested to the authen*
ticity of these comments. There has been a powerful lobby.
mounted against Provincial Councils by the Opposition at the
same time as the government was pointing an accusing finger
at the militants for pressing their claims for security and sden
tity in the Devolution superstructure. Iutransigence, but on which
side?

Some light has to emerge out of the tunnel. For, the worst
of all options in Sri Lanka is to find ourselves with our ruined
industries our economy our education and our culture with “@
super abundance of men who have no trade but soldiering”
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