Subscription
land: Rs. 50/- ‘he¥ ear.
injan k‘;‘-n ‘73\ TN

Apply to:
The Manager,
‘Morping Star’, Vaddukoddai,

FOR ADVERTISEMERTST

3

THE MORNING STAR

Established: 1841: A Christian

;;.J(é}:islercri as a Newspaper ut the General Post Office, Sri Lanka
under No. QlJ 29/Newsl 85

Weekly : Published Every Friday

The Week

Government delegation meets
militants

A watershed event in the
ethnic confiict took place when
a government delegation for the
first time held direct talks with
the militants. This occurred
on the 27th at Kankesantura
in the Jaffna Peninsula The
government delegation was led
by the Member for Yattiyan-
tota— Mr Vincent Perera and
included Felix Dias Abeysinghe
and Mark Fernando. Mr Vin-
cent Perera had been invOlved
earlier in arranging the pri-
soner exchange with the mili-
tants The delegation held two
hours of private talks with a
group from the Liberation Tigers
(LTIrE led by Kittu the Jaff-
na Commander. Also present
at the meeting was Captain
Kothelawala ot the Sri Lanka
Army who has become a liai-
son officer between the militants
and the government. No de-
tails of tme discussions were
forthcoming save that it was
held in a cordial atmosphere.
However, at a press conference
held atter the meeting, Kittu
the Jaffna LITE Leader said
that his group had expressed
its wulingness for continuing
direct talks with the govern-
ment it three conditions were
tulfiilled. The conditions were
(1) the release of more than
3000 innocent Tamils  held in
detention 1n Boosa, Welikade
and other Centres, (2; the
continned mediation of India in
the negotiations, and (3) the
revokal of the ban on fishing
off the coast of the North and
East.

The visit by this delega-
tion to Jaffna was given little
publicity and received minimum
coverage from the State media.
The government too tried to
make out that this was not an
official meeting, prompting ob-
servers to call the group a
‘non governmental — goveren-
mental delegation! There has
been considerable speculation
regarding this development and
many Tamils fear that this is
yet another ruse of the gov-
ernment to cause confusion
within the ranks of the Tamil

groups.

Kilinochchi Confrontation —
‘An eyewitness account’

A major confrontation took
place on the 29th between the
armed forces and militants
around the Kilinochchi towne.
The 'army which has been res-
tricted to their Camp since
June was making an attempt
to regain control of the area
between Kilinochchi and Ele-
phant Pass Army men who
had taken up position in va-
rious areas around the town
from the early hours of the
morning tried to move out:
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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT BIN 1S A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE
A Tamil Homeland cust;:dm:; their religion. He
: wou e a very rash
The Tamil Homeland is ““He made his Will in which 14 pi e I
wou pin  his faith on the
not a new concept. When I he declared that he had no son ;

refer to a Tamil Homeland [
mean the Homeland of the Tamil
speaking people. ‘'This Home*
land existed for over a
thousand years. It should be
recognised and preserved and
any damage done to deprive
the Tamil speaking people of
this Homeland should be undone,

Very often the words
“Linkage” and “Amalgamation”
of the Northern and Eastern
Provinces are used when certain
people refer to the Homeland.
The correct view, is that Tamil
Homeland was one, is one, and
should be one. It should not
be divided against the wishes
of the Tamil speaking people.
The non-Tamil speaking people
have no right or status to
decide how the Tamil Home-
land should be subdivided ina
democratic set up

Ceylon is an Island with
two nations consisting of the
Tamil speaking people and tne
Sinhala nation consisting of the
Sinhala speaking people.

The Tamil nation has been
occupying the Northern and
Eastern parts of the Island of
Ceylon. Yo

The nine provinces were
carved out by the British for
administrative purposes and the
Government Agents appointed
to each province. Thereafter
districts were carved out in
these provinces and Government
Agents appointed for the
districts. Tne [amil Homeland
is composed of two provinces
( Northern and Eastern) and
eight districts, which are con-
tiguous unlike East and West
Pakistan.

The question now arises
whether a Homeland for the
Tamil speaking people did exist ?

The Kingdom of Kotte was
bequeathed to the King of
Portugal in the year 1597 by
a Last Will by the King of
Kotte. The following reference
is made in Ceilao by Rubeiro
at pages 90 and 91 :-~

This large group however met
with fierce resistance from the
members of the LTTE and the
battle that ensued lasted from
about 7a.m. till noon. Air
force bombers and helicopters
were also involved. At the end
of it all there were casualties on
all sides - army, militants and
civilians. The much smaller and
more lightly armed group of
militants however succeeded in
forcing the army to retreat
eventually into their Camp.
Below we give an account of
the confrontation as given to
the ¢ Morning Star’ by an eye
witness who is lucky to be
still alive.
] left for Paranthan
around 5-30 a.m. and as I
was approaching the northern

( Continued on pags 6)

to succeed him in his Kingdoms
and that therefore he appointed
the King of Poriugal his uni-
versal heir to al! of them, and
thus he became absolute lord of
all the territories situated with
the Island, only the Kingdoms
of Candia and Uva belonging to
Dona Catberina while the King-
dom of Jaffne Patam had its
own native Kipg.”

In the Ceylon Almanac
Annual Register 1855 Appendix
pages 3.4 and 5 we find:-

** 2d-Jaffoapatam, whose Courts
of Justice exercised jurisdiction
in the Northern and Eastern
part of the Tsland from the
limits of Pattalam and Manonar
to the river Koomene or Koom-
bookan.”

As far back as 1976 the
late Mr S W. R. D. Bandara-
nayake in an address under
the auspices of the Student’s
Congress stated :-

" The moment they began to
sp2ak of taking the Government
in their bands, then the differences
that were lyiog dormant smoul-
dered forth. If they conmsidered

past_history that they would

cee that the three communities:
the Tamils, the Low couniry
Sinhalese and the Kandyan
Sinhalese bad lived for over a
thousand years in Ceylon and

had not shown any tendeacy to
merge. They preserved their
At Rest

Mr. J. Sinnappah, J. P.

My. Joshua Sinnappah, a for_
mer Bursar of Jaffua College,
Vaddukoddai passed away at his
residence in  Sinnmappah Lane
(named after him) at Navaly on
26-12-86, in his 87ch year. Hae
was due to celebrate his 87th
birthday on 9-1.87.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence on 23-12.86 at
3 p.m. Rev.D.C. Ratnasingham
officiated at the Service, assisted
by Rev. Christo Roberts and Rev,
S. Selvaratnam of the Anglican
Church. Mr. W. D. Kulathungam,
the Vice-Principal of Jaffna Col-
lege paid the iribute. The Rt,
Rev. D. ]J. Ambalavanar, Bishop
of the J.D.C.S.I. offered the
concluding prayer and Benediction.

Mr. J. Sinnappah along with
Mr. S. S. Sanders whom he suc-
ceeded were the kiog-pins of the
Jaffoa College administration dur.
g the Bicknoell era in education
at Vaddukoddai. Both died as
octogenarians.

Mr. Sinnappah leaves behind
five sons, S. Guoaratnam (Engi.
neer Ghana), Prof. Arasaratnam
Australia), S. Kanagaratnam (En.
(gineer Aramco), S. Selvaratnam
( Germanyi and S. Pancharatpam
(Eogineer Batticaloa), and a
daughter, Mrs. Ratoadevi Jeyarat-
nam,

gradua” disappearance of those,
( Vide Ceylon Mornirg Lesder,
Saturday, Jnoly, 14, 1926)

The Kandyan Chiefs in this
recommendation to the Donough
more Commissioners stated :~

“As a solution of these

difficulties the Kandyan Chiefs
pat forward s scheme for
dividing the Island into three
self governing areas (1) the
'Northm and Eastern provines
in which the Tamil predominate
(2) the Kandyan provinces and
(3) the Southero and Wastern
provinces peopled mainly by Low
Country Sinhalese.”

See page 28 of the Repost
of the Donoughmore Commission
of the Constitution.

y Thus we observe that the
existence of the Tamil Home-
land was referred to in_ the

(Continued on page 3)

IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
OurR DEAR AMMAH

S T s g

8-1-1979.

Called Home:

" Thou dost rule the raging
of the Ses
When its waves rise thou
stillest them.”
Ps. 89:9.
Station Road,
Chavakachcheri.

Diocesan Calendar

The diocese for the first
time has produced a colour
calendar. This calendar which
is a single sheet one depicts
the various activities that the
diocese is involved in The
eye catching calendar is being
sold for only Rs. 6/- each and
is available at the Diocesan
Office and with all Church
Pastors. It is hoped that all
families in the Diocese will
obtain one so that they can
be constantly reminded of the
varied work that the Diocese
and they are involved in,
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A Tamil Homeland National party approached this purposes a linguistic area was Salvation Ay,

( Continwued from page 1) R{gbleqn InV. n(]:%el\?:;;vaz;g; rccogm_;ed. = Captain S. N Ariéfat

horn’s minute and accepted entered into on 24.3 1965 it . L?l e '::,’?lysc tt:’e_perc‘el‘\cr who was District Offier n:::ﬁ
C,!:jg conceded by the late Mr. Was agreed that: :gé gat: lonf l:gé;:zgl(]ieﬁ(‘:é‘ir; the il\l"la:);ger f?fr the Social Services
g. W- R.D. ]igndgrana,vake and (a) ""Action will be taken Northern and Eastern Provinces: Jagt ;evjean nyialr)slsg;lit nf:-‘r the
Rlinahy. tie, hajcyare. early under the Tamil Language In 1946 the percentage of tothe Head Quarters as Finarco

The Tamil speaking people Special provision Aet to make Sinhalesein Batticaloa was 5.8% Officer from' the beginningnz?

in the Northern and Eastern
rovinces therefore constituted
a Nation occupying a defined
territory with a language and
culture of their own. It was
feared that the Tamil nation
would be annihilated if deprived
of the use of their language and
depriving them of their land and
eroding into their territory by
planned State aided colonisa-
tions to convert the Tamil majo
rity area into Tamil minority
areas G
This fear was not without
any foundation. In 1943 the
then Government planned colo-
pisation schemes in the Eastern
Province  viz : Amparal and
Padaviya and started settling
Sinhalese in the Tamil area.

On the 5th June, 1956 the
Official Language Bill was
presented in rarhament making
Sinhala as the one Official
Language of Ceylon, thus rever-
sing tne resolution already
passed in the Swmhala Council
in 1943 making Sinhala and
Tamil as Official Languages.

But Mr.S. W. R. D Bandarn-
anayake whe was always of
the view that a centralised form
of Government would create
problems in a multi [inguistc
country and that the identities
of the community should be
preserved tried to bring about
a settlement by entering into
an agreement with Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvamayagam on the 26th July
1957. In this agreement the
following were some of the
matters agreed upon:-

“......The language of adminis-

tration in the Nothern and
Eastern provinces should be
Tamil and that necessary provi-
sion be made for the non-Tamil
speaking people in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces.”

“ provision was made for the
setting up of Regional Councils
in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces with powers to
amalgamate even beyond provin-
cial limits. It was also agreed
that Regional Councils should
have the powersover specified
subjects including:.---- Land and
Land Development, Colonisation
etc,”

“It was agreed that in the
matter of Colonisation Schemes
the powers of the Regional
Council shall include the powers
to select allottees to whom
lands within their area of
authority shall be alienated and
also power to select personnel
to be employed for work on
such schemes,

Here we see that Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranayake
recognising a Tamil speaking
area ie, a Linguistic Area Viz:
The Northern and Easten
Provinces. The powers oOf
Regional Councils in the Tamil
areas over colonisation indicate
the acceptance of the concept
of a Tamil Homeland.

In 1958 he enacted the
Tamii Language Special Pro-
vising Act making Tamil as
the language of admimstration
In the Northern and Eastern
rovinces, recognising the Nor-
thern and Kastern Provinces
43 a Liuguisuc Area.

. Let us see how Mr. Dudley
S‘n“ayakse eco! the United

provision for the Tamil Laoguage
to be the Janguage of administration
and of record in the Northern
and Eastern Provinees......... i
(b} ''Mr. Sepanayake stated
that it was the policy of his
party to amend the lapguage of
the courts Act to provide for
legal proceedings in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces to be
conducted and recorded in Tamil.”

(gl i s Mr. Senanyake fur-
ther agreed that in the granting
of land under Colonisation Scheme
the followidg priorities to be
observed in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces.

() Land in the the Northera
and Eastern provinces should in
the first instance be granted to
landless persons in the district,

(ii) Secondly te Tamil spea-
king persons resident in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces;
and

(i) Thirdly to other eitizens
of Ceylon preference being given
to Tamil citizens resident in
the rest of the Island.

On the 8th of January, 1966
Mr. Dudley Senanayake tramed
the regulations under the Tamil
Language Special Provisions Act
giving effect to the use of
Tamu as a language of admini-
stration in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces.

Again we see the acceptance
of a lamil speaking area by
accepting the Tamil as the
language of adminstration in the
Northern and Eastern provinces
and the acceptance ot the
Tamil Homeland by restricting
setilement of non Tamil speak-
g people 1n the Northern and
Eastern Provinces.

In the present Constitution
Article 22 (1)

(1) The Official Lapguage
shall be the language of admi-
nistration throughout Sri Lanka.
Provided that the Tamil Lan-
guage shall also be used as the
Janguage of administration, for
the maintenance of public re-
cords and the tramsaction of ail
publie imstitutions in the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces.”

Anybody would see that the
concept of famil linguistic unit
or reglon 1S nOL svmelhing
which 18 new, but one which
has been reterred to, accepted
and conceded Dby RiISLOrians,
Sinhalese political leaders and
successive Governments.

The successive Governments
in spite of protest .from the
Tami] Speakiog people con-
tinued with iue planned state
aided colonisation schemes to
convert a Tamii majority area
into Tamil pority area In
the Eastern Province.

it will be also interesting
to nete that when the Divi=
sional Revenue Officers were
recruited. They were recruited
on a linguistic basis, Lnat‘lls,
Tamil speaking officers, Mushm
or Tamils were recrqued () m;
Divisions in the Northern l':u:
Lastern Provinces.  oiml ab y
Sinhala speaking officers : ;))
Country and Low Coun nxyla
Lo the divmon&; n T‘ttaln.é m::l oa;v .
fﬁ:? Klllevgen “tg:' adm:nistrative

and in Trincomalee District it
was 15.3% In the Northern
Province it was 2% while in
the Eastern Province it was 8:4%
while in the Northern and
Eastern provinces put together
it was 4 4% Sinhala speaking
and the balance 95.6% Wwas
Tamil speaking.

This position has been alter-
ed by planned state aided
colonisation by the successive
Governments.

In Trincomalee the percen-
tage of Sinhala speaking people
rose from 1.3% in 1827 to 15 3%
in 1946, 18.2% in 1953, 29.6%
I 1963 to 33.95% in 1931.

. A portion of Batticaloa dis-~
trict was carved out and a
new district called Amparai
was created with portions of
Batticaloa and Monragalle dis-
tricts.

Having changed the cha-
racter of the population by
planned state aided colonisa-
tion against the wishes of the
Tamil speaking people of this
area and that too atter con-
ceding the existence of a Tamil
Homeland in the agreements
referred to above the argument
that the region viz: * Northern
and Eastern Provinces” is not
a Tamil speaking region cans
not be accepted.

Even with all these colonisa’
tions the percentage of Sinhals
speaking people in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces is 13.2%
in 1981,

De-colonisation is not a prin-
ciple which is unknown in arnv,
ing ‘political settlement in other
parts of the world. Even other-
wise when 86.8% of the popula.
tion in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces is Tamil speaking ac-
cording to the Census Report of
1981, and 95.6% Tamil speaking
according to the Census Report
of 1946, there cannot be any ocb-
jection to consider the Northern
and Eastern Provinces as a lin-
guistic region for the Tamil
speaking people with adequate
safeguard for the non [amil speak-
ing which is 13.2% according to
the Census in 1981 and 4.4%
according to the Census Report
of 1946.

There is a substantial per-
centage of Tamil speaking people
in other Disiricts in the Sinhala
areas. The safeguards given to
one minority in one area can be
given to the other minority in
another area.

Therefore unless a person is
interested in wiping out the Ta-
mil Nation at a future date, no
person who believes in democracy
can oppose & Tamil speaking lin-
guistic region. Recognisation of
such linguistic units will only
create peace and barmony rather
than any confliet or confrontation.
Further more whenever the Ta-
mils were beaten up by the ma-
jority community in 1956, 1958,
1977 and 1983 they bad a Tra-
ditional Homeland that is the
Northern and Eastern parts of
Ceylon * to run for shelter, It
shows that there existed a defac-
to Tamil speaking Homeland. A
Homeland therefore becomes g
necessity.

When the cantons were carved
out in Switzerland the concept of
a Homeland was Lkept im ming

this year.

Captain Ariaratn 1
eldest son of Mr. g,mNal:a:::
xcn;;ﬁ) retlreéi_ teacher, Jaffna,

ege and is an
the (g;ollege. Old Big ok

— T S
and cantons were carved out in
such a way to create a Home-
land, But in the case of the
Ceylon Tamils it is a Traditional
Homeland ( Northern 1% und East-
ern Province 4.5%) with 97.8%
Tamil speaking in 1921 in the
Northern and Eastern Proviaces,
and prior to the coaguest by
the Poriuguese this waa a Lamil
area ruled by Tamil Kiogs and
that was why Mr. S, W. R. B.
Bandaranayake aad also the Kan.
dyans Chiefs accepted and con:
ceded a Traditiona| Tamil Home-
land. Thoerefore the words ' Eink-
age” or " Amalgamation” are in-
approriate and that the Traditional
Homeland is one region and there,
'!I Do other area in he,t;ee;.l and
It is contiguous unlike East Pa-
kistan and West Pakistan,

The question of * Linkage »
or ' Amalgamation will  arise
oniy When we consider the de-
mand for a Homeland for the
Indian Tamils in the Upcountry.
who were brought here to vwn;k.
the tea estates and improve ‘.t.he'
economy of the country, ;

A demand for such a Home-
land for the Tamuil speakizg peo.
ple (lndian Tamils) in the Up-
country parucularly Nuwara Eliya

Disirict deserves serivus conside.
ration. This will be 1o keeping
with the principie adopied im
Swiizerland to create Homelagnds
when 1t becumes a necessity.

The Indian Tamus lynvé been’
occupylog these areas for over
150 years and in the Nuwara
Enya District they are a majori-
ty. Tne percentage of population
of Tamil speakiog peopie in the
Nuwara Euya Dustrict viz: Indie
an Tamus and Ceylon Lamils
57.3% and 2% respectively aggre-
gatog to 59.3% i 1946, 6L.4%
wm 1953, 59.3% 1o 1974 and 60.8
in 1981.

If such a Homeland is creat-
ed for the benefic of the Igdian
Tamils then the use of the words
" Linkage” or ' Amaigamagon”
of the Ceylon Tamil Rsélon (xq,
Northern and Eastera Provinces)
and Indian Tamil Region (ie.
Nuwara Euya District ete) to
comstitute ome Linguistic Unit)'
( Homeland ) would be appropri-
ate,

The facts enumerated above
show clearly that due recogai-
tion had besn given in the ‘past
to the language, customs and
manners of the people and nl;o
to the area in which different
nationalities or communities accu-
pied prior to the grant of Inde-
pendence. Therefore it will be
against the principles of patural
justice and the basic principles
of democracy to deny and dopri'n
the Tamil speaking people of their
Homeland which existed for se-
veral ceniuries.

R. Balasubramaniam
Attorney-at-Law,
Vice Fresident,

Jaffna Citizen Clel’ttu‘
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The State Good - Will Team A " Ht o «

There has been a new drumbeat in the political are
Sri Lanka in recent months, at tjmes faint and at times loud but
at all times somewhat bewildering. i

A State Good-Will Mission (SO _nglmed because it is hea(tigg
by a Member of Parliament ), comprising My. Vinceni Pg(era,d ol
member for Yatiantota, Mr. Dias Abeysinghe Who functu:]ne T
the Secretary of the All Parties Conference ¢ APC) A [ tl:e .
major attempt made by President Jeyawardene to dxeso e
ethnic issuel, Mr Mark Fernando Attorney-at-Lav.v and Mr.
Rahuman arrived in Jaffna, on Saturday A7-12-§b. e i

i i th, and comara c

Displaying an unprecedented warmih, c

their ‘:ncounter' with the LTTE.Kthek fourt-tinani d;::»\gr?:"ocx;u:ﬁ
igh- d at the Kankesanthura :
the LTTE high-comman ; S
itori : made by the former
Auditorium. All arrangenients were Lows
i i nate of Kankesanthural,
Council Chairman and shipping mag T AR

. K. Jeyabalasingham who played a ke): role
xrpgsoie{'s between tt;e LTIE and the Sri Lankan governmen_t
on 19-12-86: [One of the servicemen released was from Yati-
antota — the constituency of Mr. Vincent Perera, the leader of
the Government Good - Will Team.] :

The delegation had a two-hour discussion w_xth the LTTE
on 27-12-86 and left on the same day- According to reports,
the Tamil militant group, has put ferward three requests which
need compliance to ensure the continuity of the peace dialogue:—
(a) The release of all detenues and those behind bars. (some
3000) held under the Prevention of Terrorism -Act_(SpeClal Pro-
visions) (b) The resolution of the _outstandmg issues of the
Muslims in the country and the Tamils of‘the Plantation areas
and (c) the revocation of the rules relating to the maritime

zones of the North and East.
iadia and the new political development ' '

It is as yet not clear, vyhat_rolc India has played in this
new political <interlude’ which in effect is the proposal of a
bilateral agreement between the Sr} ankan government and the
LTIE at a time when on the major issue of the unit of devo-
lution there has been no meaningful improvement or 8igns of
improvement.

According to 3 statemen; hgwever.
i . former Chairman of the i
2“:}!;:;“. a Tamil Daily. the purpose of .the visit of the good-
will team, led by 2 Member of Parliament is to lay the grougd-
work for India to complete its task of_ establishing a }asnp;
peace in the country by making it possible for the Tamil mili-
tant leaders and the Sri Lankan government leaders to meet
and resolve the issue more dourly than at present.

The unpredictable twists and turns of contemporary S_ri
Lankan politics grate on the spirit. What the people today in
the North crave for, is a sense of security, both physical and
psychological. We do hope the present developments, though
some what enigmatic symbolise an irresistable momentum that
is driving all the people of Sri Lanka towards sanity and real-
m'

A Military Solution

As a nation we have to feel today an inevitable twinge of
conscience in our having attémpted to link the problem of a
Sri Lankan youth revolt to the problem of international ‘‘terror”.
We have seen how concerted action on * terrorism ' which was
Ronald Reagan's proud boast at the Tokyo Economic Summit,
has today become a fig leaf.

Reagan who denounced the leader of the Iranian revolution,
with bell, book and candle’, was willing to accept an arms-
for-hostages deal from the pro-Shitite Arabs. Even where there

made by Mr. Jeyabala-

Kankesanthurai Town Council -

gseveral army men were be”
lieved killed while a few
militants were said to have
died and close to fifteen had
been wounded. A few hours
later 1 reached Jaffna thank-
ing God that I was still in
one piece.”

The casualty figures as res
ported ‘in the local press are
Army 6, militants 2.8 and civi-
lians 6-

This attempt by the Army
to re-establish control in that
area comes despite a much
trumpeted ceasefire over Christ=
mas between the government
and the LTTE. and yet again
calls into question the genuine-
ness of the government's in-
tentions.

Kilinochchi Confrontation::- .-

(Continued from page 1)

part of Kilinochchi townl

was halted by a group O

army men who had taken up

position in the flelds. Along
with nearly twenty other
civilians, including two wo-
men, | was forced to stay
with the army group- Around
7 a.m, the fighting started.
The fighting was very severe
and bullets and shells whizzed
around us. After some time
I heard an army man speak
on the wireless and say that
one man was dead. One of
the army men then spoke to
our group of civilians, singled
out a man and told him
that he could leave. As he
walked away he was shot
dead: When another army
man was declared to have
died another civilian was
ghot in this manner. Subse-
quently I pleaded with the
Officer present and then
crawled away to safety. Till
the fighting ended I took
shelter in a friend’'s house-
Extensive shelling took place
and I could also hear heli-
copter strafing and planes
bombing. After the fighting
ceased I set out for Paran-
than. On the way | saw the
bodies of three civilians. At
Paranthan junction I saw a
group of militcants number-
ing nearly seventy. They
were obviously exhausted
after the figating but were
cheerful and were being fet-
ed by the public who were
plying them with eats and
cool drinks. I heard that

Ronnie Promises Peace

In a speech made this week
while in oneof the Guif Statee
the Finance Minister Mr. Ron«
nie de Mel stated that a solu-

problem was just around the
corner He said that 85 per
cent of the solution had been
worked out and only the res
mainder was yet to be solved.
How often such words have
been heard over the past few
years. Such statements seem
to coincide whenever the gov-
ernment is in urgent need of
cash Mr. Ronnie de Mel being
ths most presentable Minister
in the Cabinet seems to be
regularly chosen for the task
of promising a solution that
while never materialising helps
convince western donor coun=
tries to provide lavish aid.
=D.C.A

" Many bave died in this struggle, Why did they die? .Di_d
If in 1987, we can ensure lasting peace, them

they die in vain?

we can give meaning to their death.” DN 25-12-86.

This is the first occasion, to our knowledge, when the Mi-
nister has referred to *‘a separatists’ angle”
aunderstand the Tamil problem This is also the first occasion
when he has implied that the Tamil militants have had a mean-
ing in their struggle. ‘' Facts” said Aldous Huxley *do not
cease to exist because they are ignored ”.

The Kumaranatunga Team of Buddhist prelates and laymen
during their tour of Jaffaa paused [according to the Pathukava-
jaw of 12-12-86] in front of the Jaffna Cathedral whea a Ves-
per Mass was being celebrated. The SLMP Leader made an
attempt to enter the Cathedral, when a priest came out and
politely told him that it was not ths time for a group to
‘visit * the Cathedral. Mr. Kumaranatunga promptly replied "I
am also a baptised Christian”. The same journal goes on to
say in the same news item that President Jeyawardene too at
a public meeting has said that his father was a Christian.

It is a tremendous responsibility for the Christians in Sri

has been ° terror’, there has been little agreement on what to j.,x3 to live up to the Faith they profess, when political lead-

do about it and how to do it. But we here in Sri Lanka
have been so obsessed with defence against the °separatists’
that our Emergency laws and reliance on military measures
have, seriously eroded our democratic underpinnings. To
what extent has ‘a military solution’ helped us? * We shall
shun the heaven that leads men to this hell” ( William Shakes-

peare) is the fmal experience of the proponents of an armed
struggle to achieve Peace,

Religious Overtones

National Security Minister, Lalith Athulathmudali,
at the 132nd Mahapola held at the Ragama Kanista V?g;:ll;l;an
Ja-Ela, the first Mahapola (as he said) to be held in a churc}i
compound, referred to the admiration he had for Christianity
although he was a Buddhist. The Christian Faith. the Minis-
ter said regarded all people as equal, that justice was supreme
and that all men must love their fellow beings.

Dwelling on the subject of justice, the Minster furth i
i s er
that it was necessary that the present problem was also vi‘::;v‘3
from the ‘‘separatists’ angle” so that the Tamils could be bet-
ter understood.

He concluded his address in a sentimental note and in true
Churchillian rhetoric said :—

ers of the country are,

back to their Christian roots, if that could help them in their
predicament.

at moments of crisis, inclinad to go

The Only Obedience

R thought we have gleaned for the New Year is contained
in an answer we found in an article in the * Christian World
Digest’, to a searching question:— ‘' Freedoms How Shall It Be
Defended ? "

“ First by recoguising that it is itself the product of Protes-
tant Christian theology, Unless its source is recogaised its cha-
racter will be misunderstood.

Christian freedom graws out of mams' responsibility to God.
The perils of modern democracy come from the separation of
these inseparable. .........For, the oxly obedience acceptabls io
God is the obedience of owe whe could have chosen otherwise.”

[Italic ours].
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