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Economic Blockade of the
North

‘Ihe Goyernment’s announce-
ment of cutting off all fuel-
petrol and diesel — to the North
has been effective for more
than a week now. Fuel is not
being permitted beyond Vavu-
niya. Despite the Government’s
gssurance that this is not an
ecenomic blockade, there are
reports of lorries carrying milk
foods and even firewood being
turned back at the barriers.

The immediate effect of the
fuel blockade has resulted in
great hardship to the weakest
sections of the population, Vize
the sick and the children, Since
almost all public transport has
come to a stand still, patients
cannot be taken to the Hospi-
tal. Doctors 'themselves are
unable to travel to the Hospi-
tals or Clinics.

Children who travel to school
by buses and vans are pre-
vented from doing so. The
same difficulty arises for teach-
ers who travel to their schools
from distant places. The irony
of the situation is that while
Government has declared that
“this fuel embargo is to pre-
vent the militants ~ from-esta-
bliching a parallel administra-
tion it is the government's
own administration in the North
which has now been paralysed.
The Jaffna Secretariat, 'the
ether Kachcheries, A.G.As
Offices, educational and health
Offices which were all func-
tioning have now come to a
stand still since the govern-
ment servants are unable to
report for work,

9 Tamils Burnt Alive

It has been reported that
Security forces who took in
several Tamils including youths
for investigation at Muthur
took them into the forests and
having shot 9 of them burnt
the bodies while still 'alive
This gruesome event occured
Jast week. The complaint has
been made to the Citizens
Committee and to the higher
authorities.

Ethnic Conflict in the
Hill Country

Despite Government’s re-
peated efforts to contain the
ethnic conflict in the Estate
areas, it continues to flare up
from time to time. A few weeks
ago even a cricket match
where an Estate Tamil team
played against a Sinhalese team
resulted in violence and police
had to be called in to keep
the peace. The latest outburst
was in Hatton and Talawakele
a few days ago. Large com-
tingents of the Sri Lanka Se-
curity forces have been rushed
to this area. Five Tamil Estate
workers had been killed and
16 others injured during this
conflict.
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1’& Vaddukoddai,

Diecesan Clergy and American Mercenaries

Widowe Pension Fumd
Mr. A. P Vengateswaran,

This season is a time fof 'Secretary for Foreign Affairs
remembering deceased relatives in the Indian Govt. who is
and dispensing gifts to thé now on a visit to the U.S
needy. For the perfermance of  has recorded a protest to the
these obligations. ample scope 'U. S. Government about the
is available in the Diocesss ‘presence of American merce-
Clergy and Widows Pension 'maries operating with the Sri
Fund; and readers are invit Lanka Security forces in this
to take advantage ef thie faci- “country. It is feared that this
lity. ‘step 'may further escalate the

The income of the Pension  Dature of the ethnic conflict in
Fund is found to be ineufs- Sri Lanka.
cient to meet its commitments The Sri Lanka Government
and it is necessaty to incredge however has officially denied
the capital investment of the the report of Mr. Vengateswa-
Fund in order to earn more ¥an-
income. It has been jded
to launch an appesl for endows ' Swiss Churches oppose
ments and donations to the ‘wepatriation of Tamil Asylum
Fund. seekers

Endewments cauld be in

the form of Memorial Funds | Representatives of Church
in the name¢ of und® | ogies in Switzerland have come
#8 of decensngl, By out strongly against the deci

latives. , mini

required {:e c;nls::;l:;n .aﬂ::.:: sion of t'he Swiss Government
rial Fund is Rs 3000. Any ‘to send oacl; some of the Sri
amount in excess ot Rs 3000 Lanka Tamil a§ylum seekers.
could also be en . Me- :rhey have ' deciics o o0Be
toria) Eiae o ”.'M’“ ing the measure throngh non
name annually in the Dioce- Yiolent means.

san accounts: This is a sure '

and regular method of perpe- Fund, could make ordinary do-

~tuating -the memory of dear nations- of any- amMOuBE oo

denariac. anew, Al contributors to the Dio*
Endowments other than Me- cesan Pension Fund could have
morial Funds, if Rs. 3000 or ' the satisfaction of having sup-
over, will be similarly publish ' ported a worthy cause and par-
eq by name in the Annual | ticipated in the maintenance
Diocesan Acceunts. Those whe " of the ministry of the Church
are not inclined or are unable’ piscisan Ofice, Treasurer,
to contribute to an Endowment © vaddukoddai.  Diccesan Pension Fund,
3
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That Black Sumday Mern
€ 7th Septomber 1986)
1 shudder to think of the Nervs — Wreching Drama
Enacted that Black 8Sundsy Mors with Frenzied Trauma;

The Khaki-clad Acters atep the old Dutch Ramparts,
With the Boys did emgsge im la)Deadly Mortar Combat.

!
I lay wide awake — soaked in m/rivulet of sweat,
To the .spine— chilling strains, my 4Anienns did I set:

The deafening din scheed and rsecheed far and wide —
Reaching out &'sn te the bamlets im its: vibrant stride.

; ; i
Shells whizzed by to and from the Dutch Den without a break —
Blazing, beoming, blasting —in their destructive wake;
The Missiles Mighty, were mo respector of persons—
Wounding, maiminsg, killing— séans—oh! ryms or reason.

< IV

Sunday dawned, and snugly enseonced in the stream — lined vans

Were the early eommuters with all their kith and clan:

‘Twas then 8 Screaeiing Shsll did blast— naa shatter nearby —

Jerking them off their cushion — perches —oh ! - Heaven koows why !

v

Panic — stricken, they soon tumbled down — trundled along
Helter — skelter to the mearest shejter —all in a throng!

A Proteetive Bunk of sand—bags seemed their god —sent Haven,
In sach Refuge did they stay put till ten to eleven.

VI

At ntervals regular, the shellisg did continue
All day long i— shattering every-one’s nerve and sinew !
Many & mortal was foreed to go down on his knees—
To Pray for those who Prey on others with impish glee.
— Vitor S. Kiruparej

At Rest

Mrs. Rose Jeyaratnam

We regret to record t
death which took place at ttl::
Jaffna Government Hospital in
the early hours of Monday
29 12 ?‘9 of - Mrs. Rose Jeyarat-
nam. (15) wite of Mr. Kadira-
vetpillai Jeyaratnam  Retired
Accountant G O.D. B, Ingi--
niagala of Araly North.

The funeral service
held at her residence at Ud:avvai.l

im ll;l-87 at ?ﬂp m. Rev A
eyakumar, officiated assis
by Rev T’hevathason Presbyttee?'

of the Araly C.S.I Church.
Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred preach-
ed the sermon. The Benedic-
tion was offered by the Rt
Rev D.J. Ambalavanar, Bishop
of the Diocese

The remains were removed
to Araly for cremation. Rev.
A Jeyakumar performed the
last rites

The deceased leaves behin
besides her husband, two sc:msE
Harichandran (U.K |. Dr Prema-
chandran {U K i, two daughters,
Yogavathy Ramanathan (Oman',
Mohini Sivagurunathan \U K, , a
sister, Lissie Sinnathurai \Aus-
tralia' and a brother Christmas
Arulampalam Colombo).

Navajeevanam

A Il:h the history of N?vajeen-
nam there were two fesuvities
pective of prevailing conditions.
One was the Nursery Concert
and the other was Singing of
Carols This year these two fes=
tivities were gone through on
the 26th November and 3rd
December respectivelys The
rendering of a variety of items
at the Concert by children all
of whom were from the vil-
lage of Murasumoddai reached
a high standard according to
the appreciation shown by in-
vitees and the Chief Guests
Mr. V. T Sivalingam Personnel
Manager Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation and Mrs. Sivalin-
gam.

There was a large and re-
presentative gathering at the
Singing of Carols: The Christ-
mas Message was delivered by
Rev. G. Dev Anandarajan based
on the text * Now there was
a man living in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon. He
was a good and God-fearing
man, and was waiting for Is-
rael to be saved”. He follow=-
ed it up with a solo which
added to the solemnity that
prevailed throughout the Ser-
vice. A pleasant evening was
spent by the congregation pre=
sent and the solos by Jeyaku-
mar of Navajeevanam and Aron
of Jaffna College highlighted
the carols sung

It is with mixed feelings
that the Navajeevanam Fellow-
ship reports the above On
the one hand festivities were
gone through successfully well
in advance and on the other
the iliness of Sister Elizabeth
Baker M. B E. co Founder of
Navajeevanam which was caus.
ing anxiety Prayers of her
friends for her speedy reco-
very is solicited.

The Navajeevanam family
wishes all its friends and rea-
ders of ‘ Morning Star’ a mer-
ry festive season and every-
thing_best throughout the Com-
ing Year
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Current Political Developments

Security Council may consider the release of _thl'
3000T’Ik‘1:ztni;hgetenues. held under the Prevention of Telrrolnsril;
Act ( Special Provisions) of 1979 was the news ox:g:r all In 2
Radio shortly after the visit of the State Good Will 'Tmnll‘l‘he
Jaffna, led by Mr. Vincent Perera, Member for Yatiantota. thé
release of the detenues was OnC of the requests ?ade by
LTTE when the State Good Will Team was 1n affna.

If implemented, the release would be one of the more mo-

mentable chapters in the history of the S;i Lankan negotlauons:
for Peace. For, the Prevention of Terronsm_Act of. 1979E atl‘)
plied with vigour and rigour, with a progressive turning of t e1
screw in the North and East, had. churned a swirl of bruta
jmages and had caused our international l?lack-eyc z’mc_l our not-
so-happy confrontations with Human Rights Qrganisations as

the Asmnesty International

i i i % e to be under re-
While National Security measures .apptaud . er

view after the visits, in close successions _of Good-Will Missions
from the South; Civil Security measures 1n Jaffna have begun

to raise a hornet’s nest.

| bowsers moving into Jaffna were sqddenly turned back
at tfeue Elephant Pass barrier on 2-1-87 'mt.h _the goyern‘rr}enl
taking up the position that * it the terrorist ingist on gollgctmg
vehicle revenue leaving the government with the obligation of
supplying the fuel, we would like to say that th_e government
will not supply the fuel until the revenue collection adventure
is ended”. [DN 3-1-87]. "

As we write these notess the order h_as just be_en imple-
mented, and the full blast of the new directive will be felt
from 5-1-87, when schools re-open and * the mighty heart” of
Jaffna begins to throb. According to some LTTE spokesmen
( as reported in Tamil dailies ) government refusal to send_ fu_el
and food and make avallable ‘power’ to Jaffna residents is, 1n
effect, granting in a platter, what the LTTE has been fighting

for.

It is as yet not clear how this ‘crisis’ will end, It was
enly a few weeks ago, that Jaffna witnessed such a spectacu-
lar display of comaraderie between the LTTE men in the North,
led by Kittw and some Sinhalese leaders, from the South, with,
whom were associated officers of high rank in the security
forces in Jaffna. that the man in the street in Jaffna wonder-
ed if PEACE was not already a reality, though not officially
announced. Good-Will visits have little meaning if they get away
only with a hand shake and a hug.

Once again we find ourselves here in Jaffna witnessing the
tragic phenomenon of ‘war’ in the midst of ‘Peace’ with its
concomitant mental trauma. On 31-12 56, helicopters equipped
with machine guns fired ‘on certain civilian areas in Kadduvan
and Kurumpaciddy at night with the aid of phosphorus bombs
dropped to illuminate the area- In the attack, a 14-year old
student succumbed to brain injuries and a 1l-.year old, died of
shock, having seen the gory sight at the Tellippalai hospital.
People living in these areas are perhaps reminded of the old
Negro ditty :—

“God gave Noah the Rainbow Sign
No more water, fire next time.”

The critical lapse in the momentum in the Indian Talks is
unfortunate. While there is delay in fiinding a formula that
would satisfy the Tamil aspirations for a Tamil homeland in
Sri Lanka, civil security problems in the North have generated
new tensions, blurring areas of peace already gained in human
commut_xication between the South and the North. For, as the
old saying goes ' There is no way to peace. Peace is the way”

As for the **political solution” for the Sri Lankan deadlock,
Colombo’s latest proposals rule out a ‘merger’, but speak of
an inter-provincial co-ordinating Council, if two or more pro-
vincial councils so desire. What responsé this scheme would
have, from the LTTE, with the present political climate in the
North, ie not difficult to guess.

The cutting of supplies of food and fuel to the Jaffna peo-
ple as a retaliatory measure for the proposal of tentative moves
by the LTTE to restore a measure of civil security in the
North, is easy But what is difficult is to strive to bridge the
gap in the Peace Package ¢ with the help of India) on central
strategic issues 8o that reprisal measures affecting the distri-
bution of food and fuel for fellow citizens in the same land,
need not arise and cause considerable embarassment to the
Peace negotiators.

The world, sorting our actions in a critical political sieve,
will not be too happy if we appear to be preoccupied with
surfaces when we should be plumbing new depths to resolve
our three and a half year old political conflict.

Tamil Carol Service in Darwin

The Carol Service on the
6th of December was conduct~
ed by the Rev.S. S. Arulampa-
lam in the Karama Primary
School. The service commenced
with a welcome address given
by Dr. K. Tharmarajah, the
Chairman of the Tamil Con-
gregation in Darwin. The les-
sons were read by Mrs, Sumi.
tra Anantakrishnan and Mr
R- Ratnarajah. This was fole
lowed by the rendering of an
American Carol by Ariam and
Sushila Niles to the accompain-
ment of the piano, played by
Dr. Vino Sathianathan. Mrs.

Jaffna Y.W.C.A.

The students of the Y. W.
C.A Free Sewing Centres at
Kopay and Jaffna had a joint
Christmas programme on Ja-
nuary 10th at St. Jobn’s Parish
Hall About 50 children were
present. Mrs. Alice Ariaratnam,
the Chief Guest, in her speech,
expressed great happiness that
children were being trained in
their leisure time to sew. This
valuable skill has been neg-
lected in schools

By attending these classeS
and learing this skill, students
will be able te cut out and
stitch their garments and also
darn and mend their old clothes.

Thiraviyam Ramachandran pre-
sented a ‘Kavithai’ on the
theme °‘If Christ were to be
porn to-day’. In this poem
she referred to the sufferings
that the Tamil people as a
whole face to-day.

A special feature at this
service was the introduction of
the Carol ‘@urerd @Quomr
wad’ to the Australian audi-
ence. The words were printed
in the Roman script to enable
everyone to join in the sing-
ing. The high-light of the
service was the Christmas mes-
sage delivered by Bishop vic-
tor Premasagar, the deputy
moderator of the C.S.I. The
service came to a close with

Working as 2 group will
help to promote friendship be-
tween children of different backs
grounds.

Mrs. Athputham Sabarat=
nem. Chair person of the Y. W.
C. A Social Service Committee
and Miss L. R. Navaratnasin-

the members.

ot Christmas Carols, Dancess
Choral Recitation and a Nati-
vity play followed.

nediction.

light refreshments.

gam. President, also addressed .

A programme comprising

the pronouncement of the be—.
At the end of the "
gervice all were entertained to

The Educational Frontier
Some 440000 students sat the OL Examination in December

1986 in Sri Lanka. In Jaffna, the number is in the region of

40,000- All efforts were taken to eliminate insalubrious factors

in the conduct ot the Examination. - Questions papers to candi-
dates in the Islands were taken by helicopter from Palaly to
Kainative. Candidates from schools in danger zones were Sent
to other Centres to keep students’ minds away from * shells .

But in the Eastern Province. in some places as Kaluweanchi-
#wdi 'and Kathankudi, trouble erupted at the very commence-
ment of the Examination with a 27-hour curfew clamped down

in the affeg:ted,areas- Students in the North and East have to
pursue their educational career, caught in a thicket of uncer=-:

tainty at every turn.

According to news items in the national dailies, the QL
Examintion is to be resstructured as from December 1988, for
‘which the ‘stage’ will be set in schools from the beginning of
this year. The main thrust of the change
of a Scheme which gives equal weightage to a student’s aca-

demic and co-curricular record at school during a protracted

period, instead of the present system of judging a student only
by his or her performance at a single syllabus —oriented exa-
minations Grades for Part 1 of the Examination is for the
Pupils’ general attainments in school in the pre-OL and OL classes.

The Scheme doubtless has its valid points. It entails regu-
lar attendance of the student in school and a measure of stu-
dent discipline with regard not merely to assignments in subjects
but also in co-curricular activities. There is also the other side
of the cpxnfthe regular attendance of teachers to school and
systematic’ effort in their daily chores. The Scheme also puts
on the hea@ of the school additional responsibilites in the sphere
o_f supervision and in the sphere of making office organisation
tidy and efficient to meet the new demands of maintaining
school grades and records:

Above all, the new experiment calls for a much closer edu-
cational link between the school and the Department of Educa=
tlo_n_of the Region —a link which got snapped after education
officials became administration officials because of the mountain
of problems created by the Schools’ Take-Over.

Unless the Scheme is operated with purpose and dedication
on all side, thejnew OL Examination may suffer the same fate
as the NCGE lh_xamination which ultimately prospective emplo=
yers both in Sri Lanka and abroad failed to recognise. "

. 2/96/News|86
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