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Jaffna Christian Union

The Annual meeting of the
Jaffna Christian Union was held
‘on Saturday the Zist of Feb-
ruary at 920a m. at the Y M.
C.A. The meeting was pre-
sided over by the Chairman
Mr. J'G Arasaratnam. At the
election of the new office bear-
ers Mr. Arasaratnam was re-

|

elected Chairman for another
year, The Rev. J Sarvananthan
was re-elected Secretary ' and
Mr. P, E. Thanarajasingam was
re-elected Asst Secretary Mr
W. G. Annappah was re-elected
Treasurer

A decision was taken at
this meeting to hold an Ecu
menical Youth Conference tak-
ing in youth from all member
Churches A special Commit-
tee consisting of the Revds
P. Govindarej. H S. Jeyachan®
dran and Dev. Anandarajan was
appointed to organise this Youth
Conference.

It was also decided to plan
on an Ecumenical Women's
Fellowship Meeting and a Child-
ren’s Rally. When plans for
these are finalised; announce-
ments will be made to the
Churches.

““The Jaifna College Board of
: Directors

Mr. A. Rajasingam, retired
Vice-Principal of Jaffna College
.and at present the Administra-
tive Officer in the Diocese has
been elected by the staff of Jaffna
College as its representative on
the Board of Directors of the
College. We congratulate him
on his election.

At the recent annual raeet-
ing of the Board of Directors
of the College held on 1l4th
February Mr. A. C. Canagarajah
‘has been elecied as Chairman
of the Board. Miss C. V. Sel-
liah has been elected Secretary
of the Board Mr. W. N. 5. Sa-
muel has been re elected as
Treasurer of the Board Mr.
Jo M Sabaratnam who was out
of the Board on >Sabbatical has
been re-elected a member of
the Board.

Obituary

Mr. A. K. Rajendram — Prin-
eipal, Murasumodda: Ciuster School
and President of the Kiilinochi
YMCA died under trage circams.
tances on Wedoesday the Llth
instant. The funeral took, place
st Killinochi. Mr. Rajendramiwho
wag returping to Killinochi from
Colombo was shot dead reportedly
by the army duriog the ' semrch
operations,

Mr. Rajendram took m keeu
Interest in the social and religious
activities of the area. FHea bad
served on the Executive Commit.
tes§ of his Church, YMCA and
the Jaffoa . Chyistian Teachers
Guild,

“Eligible Art Thou Now to be the Pope on Mars ”’

I

Anon of “SATVIEW” do come out of thy SHELL,
’Ere you meet PETER at the GATEWAY to HELL;
The latest, laced with spice. * WAITING FOR GOD .OT,”
Does still reveal traces of MARXIST'S SHADOW. s

I

One could always spot you out in any crowd,

Of thy friendly visage — we're really proud;

It's dense FOLIAGE has long been your TRADE MARK —
The ANGELS in HEAVEN — Do they your ‘SONGS’ hark!

I
COULD it be the "DEVIL’S BREW ™ that inspires Anon
To poke fun at POPES, CARDINALS and Canons!
ANON Dear Aren’t you seén at every SUNDAY MASS!
Eligible art thou now, to be the POPE on MARS!

By: Victor S. Kiruparaj,

Medical Mission

by
Dr. Chandra Ambalavanar

( Continued from our last issue)

What Dorothy geve most of
all wss somehow “all right™
despite surfice appearances. Patients
came to Burrswood, distraught,
haggard at the end of their tether,
afiter minutes with Dorotly io her
study thiy came out with their
faces radiant. ‘One of her heipers
said “ My only explanation is

that ske brought Christ to them,

that it 1s Christ’s healing love

and power that restored them to:

wholeness”. Someone else writing
about Dorothy and Bnorrswood
says "'l saw no miracle because
I sought mone. What I did see
was & mother who, together with
her husband and chidren had been
cared thorugh the death of a
beluved son for ieukemia, I sawa
woman able to cirry on with a
heilish marriage for the same
reason. I saw a young woman
with courage to face death from
iocurabie camcer. I saw a blind
man whose visits to Buarrswood

made a fruswratupng, difficult life
endurable. I do not koow whe-
tuer most peopie regard such

things as miracies but I do know
that they made me feel a lot as
Joha toe Bapust must have felt
whep he neard the testimony of
Christ’s discipies ' The blind see,
the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
aru raised, to the poor the Gospel
is preached”. There must be
many places uke Burrswood in
other countries, Closer to us
Mouther Theresa in Calcutta carries
on her mussion of mercy. Can we
in the Cburch say the same of
our institutions ?

Jesws' ministry of healing was
twofold 1a 1ts thrust. Consisting
of the exorcism of demonia¢
possession and a therapy that in
psychological jargon might be called
psycho gyathesis or a bringivg of
wholeness, harmony and integration
to people whose psychosomatie
well being has been eroded or
desttoyed. Tms kind of minisiry
Jesus offered to anyone who
recognised his need for healiog.
Jesus spoke of his mingistry of
healipg as the destruction of Satan’s
Pomr in buman beings sad the

coming of Gud’s rule instead:
Toth - were uaiversal 1o their
quality, the symprom (the damage
done by demoniac forces in the
world) and the cure { the healing
pawer of Jesus' presence).

' Medicine is the Medicine of
the Persi’ said Touroier a Swiss
psychiairist The duty of medicine
is ~sometimes to heal, often to
sff rd relef and alwaysto briog
consolatior.  If this 1s so, medicine
must deai with the whole man.
It was  Tourpier's discovery;
that to exercise the art o
healing it was npecessary to
combine ‘medical kaowiedge, psy-
chological urderstanding snd reli-
‘gious - insight’,- -Man -is-a uniy ¢f
body, micd and spiris. To treat
a man 1s to treat him, therefore
in big entirety, The task of the
doctor 1s to help ‘each of his
patients te become a person.

It bas failen to the Church
at different tmes and differen
places, to carry out a healing
ministry when the evidence Of
uomet health needs has become
so gverwheiming. Such needs are
to be heard 1n a variety of setlings,
and  socteties-urban  and rural,
material pienty and want, 1ndus.
trialised and developing country
and heariug the cries the Church
has hastened o respond in
appropriate ways.

There are two rather different
but equiliy urgent, sets of health
needs, Oue kind are those of
urban poor wuao often present a
picture of of deprivation, marginality
and 1l bealth like that of the
poorest third worid population.
Anpother kind that of ordioary
well-to-do cilizsns of affluent socie-
ties whose psychic tensions,
loneliness, alienation, frustration,
grief, boredom are reflicted o a
variety of 1llness and alments. In
both cases il health is a product
of soctal aad ecomomic pressures.
A person's health needs are the
peeds of a whole baing (physical/
mentai/ spiritual whole) and are
related to the social/economic /
pollucni/culmml context 1n which
each person lives,

Many an afflusnt country or
goclety bas iIs urban poor and a
nealth care systam which effsctively
bars the urbin poor access to
guality and even adequate health
care. I'his is also seen in the
form of spaciaiists, super specialists

( Continued on page 4)

At Rest
Mre. S, Arumainayagam: -

Wn- regret 160 anaouice the
death wh.ch occurred in Colombo
on 11287 of Daisy Selvararnts
Arumainayagam, wife_of the late
Mr, S, Arumatnayagam, a former
Headmaster in the Diocess for
many vears at Tellippalai. Mrs.
Arumiivayagam  was an  active
‘memiber of the Teilppalai Chureh
till she moved ‘to Colombo to
live ‘with ber children,

‘The Funeral Service was he'd

at the residence of her daughter,

Kartina at Dematagoda on 15 1-87

She leaves behind thres 50D8,
Jebanayagam, Kirupsharan (Oman)
and Dr. Arurijn (UK and three
daughters Nincy Kunsrajh, Ka-
runavathy Ednuod and Aru jathy
Sellathuras -

* » F

Mr. Chelliahpillai Carpenter

£

We regret to record the death
whieh occured iy Norw o
24-28° f _helliahpillai Carpen.
ter (68)  .dast son of ‘the late
Mr. R Corpoater Can g .singham
and Mr.. Con gasingbam f Ydu.
vil snd brotoer of Mr. L.S G;
Canag .siogham, Mr P'.],C.(C.;n’s-
g:siwgaam the late Pathman Ca-

nag. |u%'am'nud ‘Mrs. Bita

He retired from the Co-ope-
rative Dep.ritment and went sbro.d
last year to jna his Children in
Norway and Canada. He Ieaves
bebind besides his wife, Goana-
theepam, three sons and a daugh-
ter.

T .

Heard and Shared : 550

An Qbservation :

. The thief who hung on the
cross beside Jesus, died committ-
ing the greatest theft of ali— for
in asking pitdon from Christ and
chidirg s abusive friend — he
stole the very heart of Jesus Christ:
be stole his “one-way-ticket” to
heaven. sl

) » L 3 =

There was a competition held
in a great hall. There were scho-
lars aad teicners and advocates
and theologians —all gathered 10
write out an aoswer (o a ques-
tion given a few minutes before
the eximination. The candidates
were roudy, peas in bend, {Hought
and mind sharpeped fo fireness
and the question was givew:

“How dd Jawus
water iaty wige "2

The
advoca es wrote and reisoved, the
scholars wrot- aod rteas ed, wnd
proyed. Just as it was almost
time to h.nd-in the writiea scripts,
io wilked a piet who went up
aad sked for (he que-tion. The:
exynler giwe him o gusstion,
tongue 1 coeck., G auces and
snickers  foliowed this late comer
as he wiked to his seat gy

When the great men gave.
their unswer scrip's, the poet teo
stood up and haoded-ta his scra
of piper which had the winning
ADSWET :

‘urs - the

)

™ The..water seeing  its fai*
ter, blushed.” M’”

=~ Shirense Milly -

theologians wrote, the v
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s Medical Mission
e (Conln’ﬂued from page 1)
t Events and Comments :
i high technology that is offered
3 3 iy ! towards a small percentage of thot
; . lac hich has further pu
Every bit of available evidence suggests that the two groups populace W Pk

the Sri Lankan government and the dominant Tarx:rllle Te]rl:t‘:;lt
gtoup—the LTTE, are yet far apar§ as ever on Tk
strategic issue of carving out a Tamil Homzlan% Ill:s e
and on the issue of a resumption of the Peace Talks.

LTTE at the PEACE TABLE

i i 19-2-87, Pre-
ning the Seventh Session of Parliament on
|ider(1)tp;eya$vardene placed before the ljousehghe Sé:ltl ttl::((:u ;);
Prime Minister Raiiv Gandhi's " message " to 1332-87 ik
the Indian High Commissioner, J. N. Dixit on ¢ 47 i
the full text of his ewn reply sent to the Prime Mi
India on 13-2-87. Bt
/ . o . . 0 . essa
thrust of the Indian Prime Minister's ' messa /
matl;?ewai not possible for India to re;umgl dn;g;xs;\noxismwgg
) i he Sri Lankan Tamil proble I
the lamil militants, on t . I i 8P proB:
alts her muiitary operations, clearly s
sL:l:sz hf9'~12-86 +as a basis and beginning point and z(a;grees
to the final act of forging the agreement with the Tamil Group
at the PEACE TABLE. !

The reply of the Sri Lankan President was Ehat it was
not possible for Sri Lanka to resume the _Peace Lalks till .[he
Militant- Group lays down - its arms and desists from interfering
with the legal adiniuistration of the area. _lf and when Talks
commence on tne fulfiment of these conditions, prisoners held
under the PLA * without charges against them” will be re-
jeased.

The situation is redolent of an anecdote of a US Ambas:
eador « Arthur Goldoerg, to the UN, wano once de§crlped the
complexity of his Mission in these words:— “It’'s liks the
young man who says (o his girl *if | ask you to marry ms,
will you say ‘yes' ‘Lne answer is “1f [ say ‘yes , will you
ask me to marry you".

ih Human and Economic Toll

~ «Face lifts do not stop the stiffening of tissues” says a
medical journal “they aiso only disguise it”. The PEACE
TALKS will only be a means of disguising .the stiffening ot our
poltucal °Ussues’, unless a tangible cffort is made to stop im-
mediately the toli of human lte n this country and the coun-
try’'s precipitous plunge 100 economic quicksands.

_ According to figures given by Finance Minister Ronnie de
Mel tourtsm in Sri Lanka has dropped by 45 per cent since
1983, Against 400,000 toursis mn 1983, the figure now is 250,000,
Fishing and rice-production has also suffered. Northern sri
Lauka accounted lor Ralt the island’s fisn haul But now it
has aimost come to a hait. Rice production 1n the Northern
and_basiern provinces has come down to 10 per cent of what
“was in 1983. [Tamil Times, January 1987 ],

L T

The figure of 4000 who died of violence which the Presi-
dent nhas given 1 his Address, as the toll of numan life 1
the  war’'—(a figure waich 1ocludes civilians and security for-
ees) 1s probaply the official Pouce record ['he governmeat
Po=1Lon 1S Loal 50 long @s NO Civillad eye-witnesses come lor-
wndxd to give evidence 1n an investigdauon conducted by the
army authorities, the assumption 1$ thdl there are no civilian
CaSudluies, Oun tnis subject, we Dave commented earlier in these
columnps. According to figures furnished oy the TULF poutou-
reau from Mddrds,, 10,000 Tamils have been killed 1n Sri
Lanka since the last wees of January this year [ Eelamadu
28°2-87)s

New Sensitivities

Despite the occasional outbursts of hyperbolic rhetoric about
‘“standing up to the terrorisis”, signs are not wanting at higher
levels ot leadership, ot mistakes to be rectified, of attitudes to
be changed, and of a new sensitivity to take root in this coune
try replacing the *all is well” bulletins.

; .Fiuance. Minister Ronnie de Mel, the most articulate in the
Cabinet for PEACE in the country with a measure of justice,

has made some candid comments at the Trinity Coll
Giving on 15-2-87:- ; . i it

“The Sinbalese, on their part must also search their hearts

& ln'd ses whether the Tamil people of this country have genuine

grievances, Is thers an element of truth in their claim that they

bave been discriminated against: particularly im employment for

the past 20 years? If so, should we not do somethiog abont it,

coeves PeGCE Must be established and established with honour. A
Peace with honour only on one side is no beace at all”

[ Italics ours },
At a Semimlr on Human Rights held at the Sri Lanka Foun-
dation on 18-2-87. organised by the Police Department, Minise

ter of - National Security, the Chief Guest is reported t 2
gaid somewhat ruefully:— ported to have

medicine out of reach ; ;
This is unfortunately 8o io t (]
er third world countries which

have scant re.ources for such
ivory tower ins~i(uxiou§ In some
instances the Church itself having
helped to estabish some of these
ipstitutions has brgun  to feel
guilty. The developing couatries
face worse troubles with the ever
increasing drain and where the
State encourages private practice,
as in ours. ,

Toe W. H, O, and the Church
have realised that this kind of
health service i3 torally inadequate
to meet that health needs of
millions. The Church having
blund-red is now again & pioneer
along with orher organisations
like the WHO, WCC, in the
eoncapt of primary health for the
Tae aids of health care as

poor

poor. :
experienced by W HO s that
health is not just the mbsence

of disease but a state of physical,
mental and social and (to which
the Chnstian community might
add ) sp'ritual well being. Health

t¢ Is therefore possible for
the Church to get involved in
all aspects of com nunity medicine
by assisting the government and
other agencies. Some of the
Churches in . America have res-
pond~d ‘by creaticg a Consortium
of Wholistic H-alth Centreg
Incorporated. Thess provide Cen.
tres of Health Care and social
activities for the community. Th‘ey
provide wholistic care. A physician,
social worker and pustoral counsellor
work together as a team of con.
sultants- to the patents. Thus &
whole congregation and whole
community can be involed.

In  the developing countrieg
guch as ours, the government has
made great strides ia establishing
primary health care which is still
wanting in many aspects and thig
is where noa-goveroment bodies
like the Church ean pliy a. role,
In this coneept of primiry health
care, where once peple moved tg
a central place, such as a hospital,

we try to bring about ideal copdie

tions of a healing communiiy by
workiog  within  acd  with  the
community, for eximble, with®
the commuuity, for example, with
their understanding  co-operation’
aad  full - participaiion Thoig
certainly does no: decry :ihe mj“

»pital —just a halt nour run trom her home

of lxrge iastituitons  which = are.

3 i
still neces:ary but (o pisce more.
emphasis on primsry health ca“'v

for all by the year 2000 A.D.
is the targetset by WHO, Such

hi d er! i .
& .go.dl I Ceoua o And the Church’'s medical mission®
optimistic and unrealistic may - i s ;
still be a goal worth striving with, the stfcss o3 the sepiritaiaty
for. Tais defiartion itself therefore s mal;e It & traly - wholis ;‘
implies that doctors are not the 2PPFOa¢%:
only aoswer to this problem. (i0 be contsnued )

"We are well known for eniorcigg buman rights in timgg,
of normiicy. Most countries fail in times of erisis. I thmk'tho_‘
challenge before us is to do that in times of crisis.”

DN 20-2-87.

Late in her life, Helen Keller, deaf and blind from birth is,
reported to have said that she wished she had done more to
alleviate the plight of the deat than of the blind. Blindnessiis
an environmental disability. It seperates the afflicted from tnin.g?,g"‘
But deatness 1S & communioation difficulty. It seperates the deaf,
‘people from other people. “ Deafness” to the Tamil aspirations
‘and violations of human rights during a time of political crisis
have been the key problems afflicting the government -

Sri Linka is a country where seven million people exist 65
Food stamps. with tne Rs 600 a month, monthly income as the
poverty line a large segment of our people live a notch above’

.poverty What is important to reflect in this backdrop is the*

act of imposition of a fuel embargo on a section of the:people*
ot the country. We know of a young mother who had to pays
Rs 425 as car hire to take her chud gravely ill. to the hose,

X

>

In Sri Lanka, the Death Penalty remains only on the Statute~
book, No one discusses seriously the guestion if in some cases
it should be implementeds What's sauce for the goose is sauce
for the gander. pi

The Peace Process :

)

It is a valid point which Minister Thondaman has made tos
newsmen at Pottamangalam recently “It is not enough for Ine .
dia to shout “wolf/ wolf!" each time the Sri Lankan governs.
ment is tempted to opt for a military offensive - India, the

' Muinister said, should act more positively in the issue even t0

ttllle point ot formulating “a base principle” which could bridge "
the *gap’, 3

But India’s help with a more positive  gesture w}buld be

« forthcoming and possible, according to CONGRESS, the Journal"

ot the CWC, only **if the Sri Lankan Army will be disciplined™
and restrained”, 58

On a hundred yard stick, PEACE may have moved only =

ten yards, but it must go on. It needs pygmies to destroy but™
giants to build, J ,
— o e——— - :
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