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milestone in the annals of the rule was replaced in MY The ONE and TWO-DAY FRIENDLIES —all full of fir,
Jaffna Diocese of the Church countries of the Third World

of South India- The number
forty is symbolic, in its signi-
ficance both in the Old Tese
tament and the New Testa-
ment. The Flood during Noah's
time lasted for 40 days. The
Israelites spent 40 days in the
wilderness.  Moses spent 40

rules

But what we wets, réhy
called upon to encounte: iin

by ‘other

the new era were not newsios

blems but new challengesXgnd
new tasks The Second EpiStle
to the Corinthians. | chaptex VI1

Have thrilled us all galore — e'en ‘more than tBa "AEROBE
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The Johnians, the Patricians and the Cumumq &

Jaffoa, Kokuvil and .the Manipay Hindmtes—- A
Have all lined up with' Jaffaa College’ and Mahajana —
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vid and Solomon.

In the New Testament; we
find that Jesus spent 40 days
in the wilderness. After the
resurrection, he lived with the
disciples for 40 days. Our sea-
son of Lent lasts for 40 days.
In Jewish culture, the number
40 signified* the completion. of
the tasks of one generation
and the beginning of the tasks
of another. It signified a chal=
lenge that awaited a new ge-
neration.

The year 1947 saw in Asia
and more parlcularly in South
East Asia, arash ef new move-

new era.

Beaold, now is the accept{e@
time: behold now. is the day
of calvation
approving” ourselves as the Mi'
nisters ‘of God in muoch patiengdey
in afflictioas, in necessities, ia
distresses, in stripes in imgl_:i-
souments, in tumaults, in labonrs,
in watchings, in fastings: -- -’
When the Council met in
1980, we hoped  that by tbe
dawn of the next century. we
should be able -to expand
the rate of at least one Churth
every year. Form 23 Churches
in 1980, we have now arrived

...But in all things *

They n'er did fear the TORMENTING. PACE NOR fhes it 4
All resources they did pool to force a d;nw or a
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DORMANT since NINETEEN EIGH
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And come to grips-sans fun and fanfare,
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THE BATTLE OF THE GOLDS —

Much spectator interest e;loke ahi‘l.E.AN‘
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The Teams are rearing to go at the Ausp)

To prove their real worth in STRUGG!
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ments and the .sticrings of a et gbhirigesaggeni])?e;[mgd"% ; S g
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people of the region India
became Independent on August

We have an opportunity

Mr. A. K. Rajendram

thh him m the

15, 1947, marking an impor- Of iucreasing the figure to 400  Cluster Principal, Paranthan P“E“ﬁth‘f’“ ‘ﬁ
tat micstoue 1n poliical an- in one generation if we are ae Foi L L0 5 “smmimtg
nals. lne Church of South faithful in our task “as sorrow: With the passing away of which he his u - utmg

India was inaugurated on the
Z7th Septemper, 194/, marking
an 1mportant milestone 1n ecu-
menical annals.

Ot local interest to, the
Churcn in Jaffoa, the year 1947
saw uoL only the inauguration
of the Church of Souin lndia
but aiso all otiher events an-
cillary to if, 1u our ecclisias-
tical set-up — the umplementas
tion of the inission Scheme of

Sful, yet always rejoicing, as poor,
yet making many vich, as hav-
ing nothing, yet possessing all
things”. L[ Cor 1l, V.1-10].

‘The word ' crisis’ in Chinese
has the meaning of danger and
opportunity. It 1s our duty to
tranlate our vision to action,
bearing in mind that it is mos.
ments of great crisis that pro-
duce- great people, - :

Mr. A, K. Rajendram the Kili-
nochchi district has lost a de-
voted religious-and social wor-
ker and above all a public
figure who got involved in a
big way 1n the development of
the district. .

Mr. Rajendram’s qualities
of head and heart are very
well known to each and every
one who came in contact with
him. fe was a willing heiper
to the needy and in doiug: so

put the institutions on 2 ¢
footing.
moil over the l‘iﬁl I
the Paranthan
have by now had
of its own at Kil
‘wards whiehmmmv
ing tirelessly.

If not fi
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action and
felt at any r
function and  at

tfunerals. Hi
ches at functions

Devolution and the integration

of i€ Afnerican Ceylon Mis™ Thaathai Chelva’s F““‘l'

Testament

he speunt all his spare Ume 10
the interests ol the cominunily

sion and” the Council of the o P TR e audiences
Soutn india” United Charch “In ‘ % 9 atbilargs: S0 Th

s : starle e e . ~ Gl ¢y .
a very bioad Sense, the Year We started .the Federal 5 man of uhe streets How mpa% "bf.

movement at one time to ob-
tain the fost righits“of"the Ta-
mil ' speaking - people and:now
we have found that through
federalism we cannot achieve
our objective. In view of this
experiencé we have come to
the  conclusion that we must
separate and if we do not.do
that, the l'amil speaking people
will never be able to get back
their lost rights.

m the Pamum%
ty organised a
bei’hce at meq-fqu?

appropriate it is that be came
by his death on the street.
He was so ‘active that he was
young at any age. It was be-
cause that his services in the
educational field were recog-
nized that he was appointed
as Cluster Principal and posted
to Paranthans

marked uic era of “decolodisa-
fiorr it would be hard to 1ma-
Blu€ ail yedr more siguificant
I 1is umpoitance’ than the year
19417,

day the oth March
a Memorial  Mee
Murugananda Maha

But the question arises if
the year of expeclations had
kept up to its high profile and
if ‘all our dreams have been
fulfilled or realised = It is to
this question that Bishop New-

matler to get @ separate

eas
begin addresses himself in his QOur ancient people were sm;ve_ It is a difficult ‘matter. ﬁCl'eDl;l lite !
book ' The Unfinished Agenda”, wise [hey "had their owh e &now that it is  difficult. Jﬁa}cn ra.u;;__
Many have been, no doubt; k‘i“gd"“i ln- “the ~ history' of But either we get out of the .
our 1;.1},@,;\; The ChiitehUnion Cevlon awe had a place We power of‘.lhe anhalss_e masses
Scheme did not,” as was en- Aare not asking for a division or we patish. {"l“f is certain.
visaged result in more unity ©f 'hc\“‘)”'“‘y by our move- Therefore we will try and get
in mission  Divisions perSisted Mment but TPEAUIE only trying this separation. We have aban-
and plagued the Thutch even 0 regain what we have lost-  doned the demand Jor a federal
to {Lhe point, at times, of vios Our party is today moving constitution. Our movement will -
Jence. - Decolonisation - did not with the' idea of ‘establishing a be all non-violet.

connote independence to deter- separale state.. J& ¢s  not an
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BPITORIAL
A Sad Phase
The bare-knuckles decision has at last been taken: The
government parliamentary group adopted on 6-3-87 unanimously
'« defend the

a resolution supporting the government's 'ef[orts‘tg
the sovreignty, territorial integrity, and unity of Sri
necessary, by military action e

Lanka where

Minister Thondaman and ‘the military solution’

In this backdrop, Rural Industrial Minister, Soumiamoorthy
Thondaman, has made headline news with his statement to the
Indian Express, (reporting from Trichi) that none pould find
fault with the Sri Lankan governtaent for taking action to de-
fend the sovreignty and territorial integrity of the country. If
we remember right, Minister Thondaman had, during the early
phase of the Peace Talks; also made headline news as the or_xly
Cabinet Minister in Sri Lanka to have had unofficial talks with
some of the Tamil militants in Madras, during one of his many
yisits to the sub-continent.

To neswsmen however in Tamil Nadu whom the Minister

to, while he was on a visit to his ancestral village in
Ramnad, the burden of his song appears to have been under-
standably different. The Minister, while welcoming Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s call lor a cease-fire on both sides, said
that every government had a rignt to put dowu rebellion. through
military action. But the rebeliiod can be put dowun permanent-
ly only by *‘redressing the grievances thal Caused 1t %%t was®,
the Minister said, “'the lesson of history ".

In the Birthday Number of CONGRESS [the Journal of the
CWC,, August 1980 felicitaling the CWC leader on his 74th
Birthday, was an arlicle entitled * Thondaman™ It refers to a
question put to him by a leading Journalist and the CWC lea-
der’s answer (o the quesiion. ‘

* The question was, how he performed the role ‘of a Cabinet
Minister, a Irade Union Leader and an espouser of minority
rights, all at the at same ume The answer was:i—

: “I am like a woman. a woman can be a mother, a sister
and a wife, at the same time”.

~ In advocatipg, as an espouser of minority rights, a military
solution to the " Tamil probiem’, though temporarily, we won-
der in what capacity the Minister was aciing, das a mother, a
sister OF & wifée. We hope he will take on, the role of ‘a
mothﬂ %
Jnfﬁi‘ Bombed

The “solidarity vote”, taken on 6-3-87 by the government
lilamentary group for a mulitary soiaton, overriding india’s
uest as a mediator o halt mulitary operacions with a view to
eyent the killings ot innoceut lamil civilians, had its sequel
Saturday ( 7-3-87 ) when toree bownpers, with stunning swift-
ss, discharged, in the early hours of the moruing, their omij.
us Cargo on the area around the Nalur Lemple and peeled
way into the clouds, before anyone realised the extent u; th
age the'y. had caused to numan lite, ammal ufe and huma::
. ngs-ar:atfe’ bombers re;umed later for a mission’ in the

Casualties !
The garrison in Jaffna Fort took on, the remaining Jaff

town area, excluding Nallur, irom about 7 p. v on 7-3-87 al na
. bing their shells 1 ifferent directions as lar as toey co ob-
in residential areas. Liuc Jumma Hosque Lane, a4 uoLimail Uluf1 g0
ed area Wlth a dense popuidalion of iVlLla'AuIla-—LLuld\:l_‘.y[th uq.
and mechanics — Decame Lhc Laigel Of shelis lwooed in anuers
which claimed seven lives thde included tiree in on:C?au;‘:fc
mily,

THE MORNING

Help the Helpless

By J. K. Retnanandam

Though differences exist
among the various Religious
tradltions in respect of doctri-

nal details, yet there is a re-
markably complete cgnsensus

of* service to

in the matter se
fellow-men Al Religions are
agreed though proclaimed in

different ways— that
‘T serve man is to serve God'

because it 1s an unshakable
universal Truth

Yet many in this castes=
bound, race riven, faction-full
politlc(xlly-mr‘ut]on‘_d. gelf-cen~

tred society, try Lo evade the
[C\\)Unall)lllly ol glving succour
to the handicapped, the desti-
tute and the under-privileged
etc. even under normal condi=
tions, though they would la
vishly spend on ritudls and
ceremonies — either througn fear
of Divine displeasure or as a
show-off in a spirit of coarse
competition, L'ueir spending
sprees ai. weddings, dnniver-
saries, birthdays of even old
people; funerals clc have not
diminished cominensutately with
the changed conditicns oL ago-
nising anxleties and unrelenting
unrest, during past few
years, Clmaxiag L e current
voilence and cCuhavs, Lual nave
ravaged the counlry 1'hous-
ands are languishing 1o refu-
gee camps under unbygeinic
and overscrowded conditions,
eking out an unenviable - exis-
tence on the pittance granted
by Government —some having
lost theit breadwinners, others
with tathér or brother taken
for torture and eveniudl dis-
appearances, SOmMe Wil Dro-
thers and or sisters Kiiled, otners
having lost their homes and
all their possessions etc.

It would smack of ingratis
tude to ignore the large num-
bers ot 1ndividuals who have
rendered invaluable service dur-
g (ol period of acuie Crisis,
tarougl charitablé aud
glous orgamsations inciuding
several  non-Governmental or-
ganisations. We also owe . a
dept of deep gratitude to I0r-
eign luuading agencles, bul tor
Whose largesses evei tnis level
0L SUsieuaiiCe could nave been
hardily possible. Lhe area
A G. As have had  a tough
job in dealing with the vari-
ous problem at refugees cen-

Lue

Keitr”
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IN BRIEF.

The captain of a Singapore
Air Liner: refused to fly the
Police Commandog to Palaly Air
Port when asked to do so by
the Sri Lankan Government
Officials while the plane touch=
ed down at Katunayake Inter-
national Air Port for its brief
stay there, f

The pilot refused to fly to
Palaly fearing security risks
and stated that be had no per-
miséion to' do so from his em-
ployers.

[lence the plane was des
layed (ot more than an hour
from taking off. In the mean
time the 'Sri Lankan officials
contacted ‘the headquarters of
the Air Liner over the tele=
phone and the authorities in
Singapore too had refused to
comply to the request to fly
the Police Commandos to Pa-
laly. Further they the autho-
rities in Singapore strictly ins-
tructed the’captain of their Air
Liner not to fly toPalalys

The Singapore Air' Liner
left Katunayake . Air Port one
hour later 'with it's 125 "pas-
sengers Lhis was the second

such rebuff following -the stag-

ing ot a walk out in Spain
by a Damsn Crew refusing to
work - 0 a ship engaged-in
férrying arms an amunitions

to Sr1 Lanka a country which

was cugaged 10 civil war,
(Vide ‘‘Eelz Murasu of 25-2-87)

tres arisiig irom  LA€ conglo=
meralloir 0L various ‘icvels of
Cluzeury — nading
uon, aistribudlng raioas, Set-
lng dispuies dliviag Loose “un-
der mental and paysical’ Stres=
ses  elc.
lUillalitatiail - WOIK wuica €en-
tlics wicin 1O De Cdtcgﬂl’ljﬁd

accoinoda-

iney ate ail doing i

4s - succpP  al tne Duoai judges. .

Mmeul a3 swated Dy Jesus, I
Couliast Lo wne " godls’ 10k
Licl wilth ueavell as tneir dess
Lnalion ‘aud Lie fatter destined
L0 neil — - Ltle  crierion ‘being
whetucs - Licy  lave

LOILSLY, l.cudcdllne' sick ‘etes

(to be continued )

haye said, in his own
only proving that they

Sweliing the ranks
savilan, avlyiduy areds
kaladdy aud Keerimalai

inimitable way:—
are not fit to govern the Tamils”.

of the refugees from the Kadduvan, Va
are ‘now 'tuose from -Tellippaiai, IKollan:
Union College. right.at the- Tellippalal =,

‘“ The Sinhalese are

led the .
NubLglys given water to the

Juliction wit 1ts Criviary Wing, bearing the. name-of *+Thans
thai Chelvanayakain', bears indelible marks of incessant machine=
guh ficiny.© 1he Scilovis Iin” the area have registered a very"
poor attendance. Vué of theny' in Kadduvan has been ‘ecca« ™
pied « Unless iele 1s a ‘cease fire®  it'ls veéry unlikely that
schioouls 1 Jaffva wie tunction. * 3 !

X _gpcording to news r1eports,

In front of the Rajah Theatre, tore
plosion and four, vy electiocution uuehiuw:rja‘fxﬂ{fde,by_ Sh‘ell exs
post with the live wire, ou thic road. At the KK s “—L‘;n}‘ ,axpp
five shops went ablaze at Lue same time, witn uc“m_u Junction
smoke billowing over the atea through tne nigul se clouds of
direction, a shell that fell on Universai Telex 'dé Third Cross

Street, claimed the life of 2 ) - . .
thie: 13 who were killed byd :t:’e‘l‘{’ﬂbafgplfge? f%esau Jeyam, [ Of Overall, the week's events have done little _tosenhance Sri
whose names appear in the Eelanadu ( 9‘3-2 na on 7-3-87 anq Lahka's credibility in the eyes of the moderates. Super-sophis-v
are young men in the twenuics), () all except one zcawu bombers making hardly any more noise, (when swooping
A i own lor an attack) tnan tne flicker of an electri¢ fan, destroy *
“ea:l'l;{eoddt:;gta:sy :1?:::)15? C;Tn;ﬁief way 1n jaftoa c1v1uf4g ht.e and habiauon in Jaffna with impunity. But heli}-'
Muslim retugees are housed in m;y b,\f“u‘“cu' copm;,d xclagu mL.ld in Ehe-skie au kN TEEIREREER hait g
e . | B L;quu, ot ~have puf aside tll? ‘me}c,hmc-guu apd drop leaflets -in bundles on the .
eir siocks countryside carrying the wnessige of PEACE ‘io the Jaffna man’s

placess Many houses lie fliiten M, % Y .
ittened or (18 in ‘Eng ) -t
roofless and windowless, lurcCied n English and Tamil

In" anothe
L Peace ‘midst shambles’

In the town
Many  of ithe
left the town.
suilLCdly Lo otner
odd 11 J'les,

“l

Bloou stains 1 s bk iy a ¢
the pot-holed roads. ¢ lUuuu 1w waay ot This is JAFENA lodiy Whether ine credibility of the Sri
- ; Lankan government cCau De T \ {he sha R
_Inpthe village area, the latest (o cope ; 8OV ent .can (o m.uuxlt iten ' Lhe shambles left in
siege 18 the Kankesanthurai clectordt OMme under “a inassive - dfna by “a@ military solution ', TemEris tU D€ SEE0.
for many years by M rare; repiesented in P, ) b T
| 3 1 Patiomen : o ! )
leader of revered memb?yj;m\: Chelvanayakam, Q, C th ¥ Reytyii ved as a Newspapor i O., St Lsnna s nder No. 9iJ164( Nows|RPHES
. ;. N0 d8 earl s - Rl Frinte fi L hes \ < 2 i y
the early erupti o) £arly as 1956, durin ate for the Jaffna Diokese of the Church, of South iudia at Sri Sa’
o, y P ons of ethpic tols m the COunuy b xcpgo‘(::: O muganatua Press Kankesanthural Koad, Jaffna oo Friday, 43ih March 98
w Navalar Koad, Jafima .

B e e and padiisbed by Wi Alveppillas Rajasioghaw, 330,
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