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The New Bishop-Elect ;?

We welcome the electien
by the An:lican Diocesan Coun
cil. of Colombo on Tuuwisday
19-3-87, of The Ven J. J. Guna-
napragasam Archdeacon ci Co=
lombo as the tweilih bishop
of Colowbo, succeeding the Ku
Rev Swithin Fernirdo who re-
tires after nine yeais ul scirvice
as Bishop ol the Diocese

The Bishop-elect, a Trini-
tian had s universiy etu-
cation at the Uaiversily of

Ceylon and his theological edu=-
cation at Bishops' College Cal
cutta.

We know that The Ven
Gnanapragasam’s appointment
as Bishop of Colombo is in a
sense formalisation of his key
role in lhe administration of
the Anglican Church since the
time he became Archdeacon
of Jaffna and later Archdeacon
of the Colombo Diocese. Since
1978, he has been very closely
associated with the administra-
tion of the Colombo Diocese
when unprecedented events in
political life in the country
have kept the Church on edge

It .is an agonising perioci
in the annals of the Christian
Church in Sri‘Canka for a
person to be raised to the
Episcopal chair. **In our age
the road to holiness”, said
Dag Hammerskjold, Secretary
of the UN from 1953 — 196}
‘¢ necessarily passes through the
world of action”. The com-
plex issues which convulse Sri
Lanka today are &s much
Church issues as they are po-
litical, economic as social issues

_sion Day,

Said Archbishop Desmond Tu-
tu, the first Black leader of
South Africa’s multi-racial Ap-
glican Church:—
"It is understandable, the i‘e
action of the young. If I was
young, I would have rejedted
Bisho Tutu long ago.”

Bishop Laksman Wickrema=
singhe of revered memory, ob-
served in one of his Pastoral
Letters: “as an under-Shep:
herd to the Cheef Shepherd the
Bishop has always ot be where
his Master is, come what may, e

It is our hope that the
Ven. J. J. Gnanapragasam when
he is consecrated on Ascen-
May 28th..as - the
twelfth Bishop of Colombo will
emulate the example of Bishop
Lakshman who in his life and
work stood stiff in his loyalty
to his Master and in his in-
dependence and was able to
say with Woodrow Wilson, the
27th President of the U.S A,
"I go this way. Let any man

go another way who pleases,”
—C.E.R.

Help the Helpless

By J. K. Retnanandam
(Continued form our 13-3-87 issue)

These facts have been
brought out to arouse an
awareness among those who

have not done their bit by their
unfortunate fellowmen, perhaps
because they have not been
directly hit and know not the
rigours, that the unfortunates
go through. It would be also
good at this stage to dispel
certain wrong notions propagate
by designing individuals to escape
from their responsibilities For
instance, some Dbelievers in
Karmic Law have been per-
suaded to leave the suffering
alone, on the ground that their
suffering is due to their own
Karma, oblivious of the fact

that Karma and Re-birth are
not mere mechanical Jaws in
which the sonl is caught up.
but are the insirumcen's for
releasing souls from bondige to
their bid krmo, and that f
they fail (0 make good for pist
lapses by pertorming good acts,
they would be adding to their
Sanchitha Karma and tigh'en
their K irmic chains. Likewi-e

there is another scetion vl oeopie

who raise the misleading Biblical
cry ‘Am I my brother’s keepar?”
forgetting  that God cursed
Cain, the fratricide, who raised
that protesting voice when he
was asked where his murdered
brother was.

This article was timed for
the Christmas, New Year and
Pongal festivities, when some of
us spend freely without thought
of the less fortunate, indulging
in feasting, fun and frolic, and
tillating tamashas etc. What
is far worse is that some go
in for excessive drinkings
neglecting even their religious
ohligations, creating ugly scenes
all around dne to intoxication.
It is in reference to such people
that Swami Shantanand remark-
ed " Are we celebrating the
advent of Christ: or are we
crucifying Him?” An appeal is
hereby made in the name of

God and the suff:rinz oies to
reduce cxaenduuare  oa  such
attrac i»is an!l  ¢hanel the
Svings toc mucn necd d charity.
I'bere 15 an wgnt nsed for
renabilitstion teaching ¢k 115 lo
theretngeesand under -privileged
su that Lhey Can st ind
on their owvn feet instead of
depending oo the dole and

charities. As the saying goes
“It is beiter to teach a ‘man
tor ezt~ gy PG TV im
fie) vl Lundd ae 8§
peed a LI & IR 8 U [ (i
gec T T (V0§ 1coiniiee
arv s ahooe rations are heing
ihiva cied o b stopped un-
less bhey gseturn to  tneir ori-
glnai as Goverinnent
con idet - 1h se places safe now

1t 1s « wnestly hoped thag
this #ppesi wlll find a ready
respri-e anong all secctions of
prope ispired oy the words
from ihe Muhabaratha,

" Mia 1s a member of Societye
He 1s not exclusively for him-
self. He must thercfore rise
equal to the task. ~ Responsi-
bility is Provndenca’s test of
man.”

The writer is untaxtunately un=
able to quote from the Bud-
dhist Scriptures. But the point
of responsibiity that devolves
on man towards his neighbour
is sufficiently siressed by the
Buddha’s special emphasis on
Compassion which embrances
charity The Islamic * zakath™”
is a perfect pointer to the im-
portance of sharing wealth.
There are many Christian in.
junctions on this point, some
of which nave been already
referred to above. But the best
of them all 15 ° Love your
neighbour as yourseif .

Finally, let me wind up
with a dindu Sannyasi — Swa -
mi Shantanaad’'s prayer

I ask from Thee O Lord,
Graut thou me a Boon —

A hearc to Love, a heart to give
and a beart to serve Thee,

O Lord.

Congratulations

At the Speech Drama Exa-
minations conducted by the
Association of Teachers of
Western Music Spzech and Dra-
ma toe following students of
Jaffna ootained nighest marks
in the wnole island.

\. Delani Darshyni Mahendran

Elemsutiry Sp:ech

= 93 narks.
2. Dharani Wignarajah
Grade LII Effictive Speech
— 91 marks,
3. Jasinthra Rajendra
Grale IV Eff ctive Speech
= 91 marks.
4. Christopher Hiran Phillips

Grade I Effactive Spoech
— 85 marks.
Youogest Caadidate tn obi ain

Highest margs in effective speech,
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. IN MEMORIAM

IN Tumunmlm

“Eeét‘“stlr ﬁﬁi m‘

Thoughts of you, husband and
father,

Happy mem'ries, a grateful

heart,
Useful deeds to one another.
Richest lessons you did impart,
All of us today remember,
In your name, to do our part.

With everliving adoraison on ﬂn
first anniversary of our
bhysical parting

. Wife, children, grand ehildren,
and loved omes:
5, Dutch Road, g
Chavakachcheri,

IN MEMORIAM

ades

To THE GLORY 6F Gép
AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Velupillzi Nathaniel Alyathllru

Depar ed: 3rd April 1981

(o0 e 6th Anniversary)

To live i1 hearis you leave behind
is surely not o die e

A wonder ful husband, faﬂur. :

friend and guide. v

3 Wife, children nd
all your loved onu.
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EBITORIAL
Jaffna, Geneva and india

.

Alllpiciau.. Days in our Political Life

“ Two auspicious dates loom large in Jaffna’s calendar in the recent
history of the Civil War in Sri Lanka. The dates we refer to,
are March 5, 1987 when Argentina filed resolution in Geneva,
« faulting Sri Lanka on human rights issues of the present
troubles in the North and East (DN 76-3-87) and Mareh 14, 1987
when the Special Envoy of Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv (Gandhis
Dinesh Singh, M. P. called on the Sri Lankan President with a
*letter’ from the Indian Prime Minister and discussed with him
according to nmews reports, the recent political developments
between the two countries — India and Sri Lanka.

_The Sri Lankan government has claimed that the Argentina
resolution in its original form was « offoctively defangued” by
the deletion of objectionable-portions; and that what was adopted
wad “a concensus resolution". In this context, it is not without
significance, that in an interview which National Security Minis-
ter, Lalith Athulathmudali gave to the Sunday Island, the Minis-
ter is reported to have said that what he had noted in the
recent developments between India and Sri Lanka, was not that
the Argentina resolution caused the Sri Lankan government any
displeasure, but the fact that the Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi had subsequently sent the .Indian Member of Parlia-
ment, Dinesh Singh to discuss matters with President Jeyawar-
dene. [ Uthayan 23-3-871, It is now a well known fact that
India wanted to make it plain that any further dialogue iS POSe
sible only: —

“(a) if the military operations cease in Sri Lanka

(b) if the fuel embargo is lifted on Jaffna

(c) if the decisions of 19-12-86 are confirmed by

kan government,

the Sri Lan-

Syi Lauka and Donor Countries

The Argentina Resolution, passed in Parliament on 12-3-87,
whether it was ‘a concensus resolution’ or 'a defangued reso-
lution’ revealed with painful clarity, an unpalatable truth that
the relations of Sri Lanka with many of the donor countries
may have been cordial but yet distant in the light of a ‘War’
in Sri Lanka that has taken ( with the aid of mercenaries)
5000 lives in Sri Lanka since July 1983 and which in terms of

_ the national l}udget is consuming Rs. 15,000 million for defence
alone: Even in regard to the deployment of mercenaries, there
has been_;eportedly some embarassing situations.

‘Addressing the Ambassadors accredited to Colombo by the
donor nations at a dinner on 16-3-87, Finance Minister Ronnie
de Mel has discreetly avoided, according te news reports, all
references to *‘terrorism” and its implications but undersc’ored
as the prime source of conflict, “gocial and economic faclors”.

Acting Foreign Minister, Tyronne Fernando briefed on 13-3-87
the day after the Geneva Resolution was passed, a gathering of
forsign diplomatic missions, UN Agencies and more importantl
the Non-Government Organisations (NGO’s) working in Sri Lan}i
ka. [th.- according to some news reports the NGOs were at
the receiving end ot'much of retaliatory comments at the G
neva UN Human Rights Commission Sessions, for their hi ﬁ-
lighting some human rights violations in Sri Lanka.] A sevg :
drogght. _accordlpg to the Minister had seriously affected 80 SSe
families in 12 districts. The relief prayed for, is Rs 350 gt
lion over a period of six months, ; By

The Fuel Embargo

The only way in which you can m i

. only : ean anything to anoth

human bgmg is to share his feelingse An instance in point ei::
the decision taken by the government on 21-2-87 to relax th
fuel embargo imposed on Jaffna on 2-1-87. ]

But service personnel who were deployed for
army gmps at the Jaffna Fort, Palaly andyKankesmcc]:;xljma'trlthe
bour View Hotel, (0 distribute ‘permits’ for the issue of l tari
and cl.lesel as from 21-3-87 to those eligible for them £ r?
accou!mg to reports, compelled to cool their heels at th'e ::exe
posts, as no one turned up on Saturday 21-3-87, —the da b
nounced for. the distribution of the permits, to Abt B it
allotted requirements. et QU » gl

conéi tg::testldcmonstralion was staged instead, at which women
wif&“iﬂoreath:l:g:nsegmem [Iug‘l shortage affected the house-
e wyone else | The purpose of the demonstra-
St ‘t b'd's to proiest not mezrely against the non=
: hu yl.(; a basic commodity essentlial for the maintenance
; @i t{)oanbﬁlne. lbhut ggamst a posture adopted by the givern-
: ,1‘ ' .l.g € cla(nbutloq ot such an essential commodity

‘.e‘r a military 1egimen. I'he destribution of pensions  the

‘eeming of jewellery, pawncd by firmers at Peopes’ ;; ]

. lieu of loz.m_s‘ for Agnicultural purpuses are all rﬁnll‘er* It?\h
U (- uude; civilian administration, Democracy can be put’ b.:clli

SERVICE OF THAN KSGIVING

A Service of Remembrance and thanksgiving
for the life of
Mrs. Christianal Manoranjitham Seliathurai
of Urumpirai
will be held at Erlalai North, C.S. 1. Church
on

Saturday the 4th April 1987 at 9.30.a, m-
“You are Welcome”

V. A Thurairajah — Uduvil.
V. B, Selvaratnam — Erlalai North,
( Brothers)

& Jeba-1llam "’
Erlalal North
Erlalai

in a country only on the rails of a civil administration. It can-
not run on the track of a milicary aJlministration — we _find,
entails developing a remarkable regimen of physical condition-
ing before a citizen attempfs to get his permit.

The Palk Strait on either side

There -is considerable befuddlement in Jaffaa about the Sri
Lax}lg‘g(_) _govcmmgnt's. continuance of the policy of a *military
colution’ to the Tamil problem, and the Indian hardline as re-

facted particularly in the speeches of Indian State Minister Nat-

war Singh (one of the Indian madiators) in the Lo :

woth sides of the Palk Strait, the picture at theerrll‘orl;esr:‘tb:;peaol";
to be least propitious for a PEACE settlement. There has been
2 gerious confrontation in
towne Details are yet to be known.

Ir}dian Foreign Minister Natwarsingh in answer to certain
quesnonsifrom Tamil Nadu protagonists of the Tamil cause in
the Lok Sabha has said dourly :—

the early hours of 23-3-87 in the Jaffna -

I certain things are going to happea (in Sri Lanka) this .

CO\.IL!!R’Y and people cameot possibly stay quiet.”
Minister Natwar Singh has however ruled out completely
¢ military intervention as it would give sc ;
i ope for ver: 5
repercussions. v serious

National Security Minister Lalith Athul i ‘
b ! Rt : athmudali underscor-
ing Sri Lanka’s ‘military advantage’ and the success beq;lreégy

has in sight, of a “military solution” said in Parliament, dur-

ng the debate on the extension of the Emergency:—

“ We can press home a militar 2
y advantage and th

knows t.hey cannot win militarily. They have to com: ltflt‘f

negotiating table and it is then that the elusive political

tion could be found.” 2

The Sri Lankan members of Parliam i
e;l feelings on the politica] trend of ev::tts h?:esiﬁf‘::fd e
tlcu_larly'm the light of the recent posture taken ba'I ol
Artncu}qtmga sense of disillusionment was a membery fndla.
Opposition who gxpressed the fears reflected in an 'ol o
Professor A. J. .Wllson to an Indian paper, that Mr éll;l:le -
yakam had envisaged a time when Sri Lanka may bc;c -
of an lndlap Federation. He ( Mr. Chelvanayakam ) c;]mg .
said, according to Prof. Wilson, that the country, in such o 2
tuality would be representated as two units. ..

A Change of Mood ?

The political scenario in Sri Lanka Today i ,
, 0 o 4 oy
g;est]::c.l:hdr:)pvl. 1s sunmering. The Suuday Obscl;vc:hoflnzdzl-a&g"]-
o e headline news that Indian Prime Minister Rajiv G
3 :i as now taken wunder his charge ‘‘the Tamil issue ’3 o
: hl; SLnI:i(::::) t.hat he has not been given a balanced pic; —
) mediators® and that his message to Presid o
wardene recently sent through Special Envoy Dine hS'ent i
not correctly “ set out” in the Indian Lok Sabha . Imgh e
known that 'Poreign Minister Natwar Singh has re‘ [] el
ed some strident sentiments on Sri Lanka at thec?otkyszil:)“]&-
aj .

Whatever the new development it i
_Sn Lanka coming to terms wxi)th herm:i);n?el’leiléh?o Qood. 1o, NS
Lnil rl;pute tzz‘ne_\_w‘ 1’8un.d of PEACE "'I‘alk’~--.]usl:r f.md BEALS
vgrs-al olte w;l‘rtcnlnbl? 15 & pre-occupation which is a ts()t:r;dm‘
Thiape phl v ;u ia [and with India, many other al re-
elt, about the *Tamil problem ’ inccgt;pt;:egkot
. 1 Lanka.

The immediate probl
: ' em before the Sri
]"sblt?k h”ft the "economic blockade " osnrl };&;fnkan governmeub
oc s} ( military or otherwise ) which wouldml kb i !
nish the propiiety rights ot the Jaffas people to teSd-m dintl
obtain a com=

modity necesshry L0 4intai

; 3 aintain lite  I'he ot 5 |

could be cousidered 1t only the ficst siep ti]:rd:’felps :ol: PEZACE
wriy laKene

Registere Te ¥
gistered as a Newspater at the G,P.0. Sf Lanka g -
Printe for the Jaffi Y - under No. 6.
0 o S I:Tn..x Diocese of the Charch of ' § b
5 ankesanthurai Road, Jaffna on F onth Indgia at Sri Sas-
¢ n riday, 27.1
. 27.h March 1987

and piblisbed i
p by Mr, Alvuppillai Ra,asingham, 330, N 1
+ 330, Navalar Road, Jafiga A
» -
M

solu;




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

