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New Roman Catholic News Letter from London
Archbishop of Madras
It has been three months

The Rt. Revd, Dr. Casimir
Gnanadikkam S. J., the Bishop of
the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Maduraisas installed as Archbishop
of Madras and Mylapore on
Wednesday the 25th of March,
Dr. Casimir Gnanadikkam succeeds
the Rt.. Rev. R. Arulappa who
was Aachbichep of the Madras-
Mylapore Diocese for the last 21

years. Archbishop Gopanadikkam

was born in Ramapathapuram in
1925 and was #ducated at St,
Xavier's School, Madurai, and

finished with an Honours degree
in Chemistry at Loyala College,
Madras. In 1543 bhe joined the
Society of Jesus (S.]J.) in Tamil
Nadu and had his training for
the priesthood in Belgium and
France. In France he purtued

hic studies in° Chemistry as well
and obraired. a Doctorate in
Science. ~For some years from

1963 he was Professor of Chemistry
at St, Joseph’s College,
He was also Rector of the College
for two years from 1972, In
1975 he was invited to Rome to
become the Deputy Superior
General of the Society of Jesus
A distinguished theologian, Scientist
and linguist he is also a competent
Tamil scholar. He was consecrated
Bishop of Madurai in 1984.

C.S.1. Madras Diocese ordains
First Woman Presbyter

The Rev. Sister Elizabeth
Paul, 60. a Deacon in the C.S.I.
was ordained as Presbyter in the
Madras Diocese of the C.S.I. on
Tuesday the 24th of March. The
Rt. Rev. H. S. Thanaraj, Assistant
Bishop of Madras conducted the
ordination service at the English
Wesley Church, Broadway.

Sister Paul is the first woman
to be ordained Presbyter in the
Madras Diocese. She has been a
Deacon for 11 years. She joined
the Sisterhood of. the C.S.I1.
Women’s Order 20 years ago, and
held such positions as Headmistress
of Gnanodaya Training School and
of Science Assitant at Monahan
High School, and taught for 13
years in Christa Seva Vidya, &
Centre for training women,

A Master of Theology from
the Melbourne Faculty of Theology,
she served as a Fellow in the
Selly Oak group of Colleges in
Birmingbam, and as a Tutor in
Carey Hall at Selly Oak for two
years, Sister Paul’s ordination as
Presbyter which would bave taken
place many years ago was delay-
ed by a Court Stay Order result-
ing from an action by a Church
member, This action bas now
been vacated.

Thanthai Chelva’s Tenth Death
Anniversary — April 26, 1987

Thanthai Chelvanayagam re-
Presented  the Kankesanthurai
electorate in Parliament for three
decades from 1947 to April 1977
except for a short spell. He led
hig people in their struggle to
achieve tneir homeland.  The
grateful Eelam Tamil Nation will
observe Thanthai Chelvas’ tenth
death Anniversary on April 26th
1987,

Trichy

since I left Jaffna and during those
few months a lot more has happened
in the lives of our people than
one could have imagined possible-
I expected that in a land thousands
of miles from the arena of conflict
that only a trickle of information
would emanate of the continued
st-mggle of our people to live
Wwith justice and dignity in a land
where they have had little of either,
Far from it. In fact the daily
Information that one can obtain
from a few reliable sources keeps
the constant agony of the ‘killing
fields’ searingly fresh in the minds
of Tamils here. In a sense it is
worse than being at the scene of
trouble because one is as uncertain
of the nature of events and 50
little informed that one tends to
imagine the worst. Especially
for those who have close relatives
and friends there, anxiety is the
predominant emotion,

The broad scope of the Sri
Lankan government’s attempts to
cow the people through a combina-
ti?“ of military might and econo-
mic strapgulatlon is one that is
causing concern amongst Tamils
here. Dismay and depression at
she news of the government’s
uccesses (claimed and real)- sett
in amongst people here. Two
events that affected Tamils here
deeply were the reports of the
massacre of more than two hundred
civilians in the Eastern province
and the deaths of several Tamil
militants and civilians in a bomb
explosion at Kaithady. Set against
this is the obvious resilience and
perseverence shown by ordinary
civilians in this grossly wubpjust
conflict. Many are disillusioned
with  Rajiv and the Iedian
government’s stand. Their
passive role was akin to
allowing the militants to go into
battle with their arms tied behind
their backs against a vastly superior
force. That they would fight evin
with their feet was obviously nol
anticipated! However, any politicat
observer would probably say that
India’s attitude is to be expected.
They will act only in self interest
and to expect anything elseis to
delude ourselves.

Press Coverage

The British people seem to
be only superficially aware of the
conflict in Sri Lanka, if at sll,
Very few know the background to
the troubles. The media (sections
of it) provide reasonable coverage
of eventsin Sri Lanka. Certainly
not sufficient froma Tamil's point
of view but far more than is
accorded to other third world
countries of & similar size! Th.e
tabloids are consistent in theuj
coverage-they to tally ignore Sri
Lanka. The right wing papers
tend to keep coverage to aminimum.
Of the 80 called quality newspapers
only the Guardian and the Il.ldﬁ-

endant have consistently high-
lighted events in our land in W

fair and evenhanded manner and
with an understanding of the
underlying issues-certainly a stand
that does not endear them to the
Sri Lapkan government! Even
here in Britain Tamils continue
to turn to the world service of
the B.B.C. for accurate news,

he national radio and television
stations provide only occasiona]
and superficial coverage of events
there. Having said that I must
mention that there was a very good

programme on BBC TV yesterday
i which they highlighted the
problems of Tamil refugees.

Tamil Refugees

Ooe exception to the mainly
indifferent attitude of the media
was the arrival of 64 Tami]
refugees in Heathrow in February.
It resulted in front page coverage
in all the papers and was the fo-
cus of ex ensive television coverage
as well. The scene whers the
Tamils ni desperation stripped off
their clothes to forestall deportation
was tailor made for television and
was instrumental in calling attention
to their plight. They succeeded in
once again bringing the problems
of Tamils in Sri Lanka to the
forefront of the international stage.
The reaction of the British govern-
ment and many of its citizens to

““their plight was astounding. Being
one who has long believed in
British hberalism and fairplay,
I for one was deeply saddened by
the hysterical and apparently ‘ra_

cist’ reaction to the arrival of
these Tamils.
The callous attitude of the

government in trying to hastily
deport these people without adequa-
tely hearing their case and the
subsequent vilification of them by
some ruling party MPs was appal-
ling. Brtish justice did triumph
(at least for now ) but only after
several human rights organisations
including Amnesty Internationl, the
British Refugee Council and the
UN Commission for Refugees had
intervened on behalf of our people.
The main reason given by the
Home Office was that these Tamils
were bogus refugees who were
simply trying to jump the immi-
gration queue. A patient hearing
of what the Tamils bhad to say
placed in the context of the
stepped up military offensive in
Sri Lanka should have easily
convinced the authorities of the
case. Some of the excuses trotted
out by the concerned ministers
were almost as ludicrous as the
ones tbat the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment regularly dispenses to the
media | At present the government
has had to back down considerably

on its earlier stand and the signs

are better for these Tamils. How-

ever, 1 doubt whether any more

Tamils attempting to come here

will be treated sympathetically.

So in future Tamils trying to

flee death and destruction to the

safer haven of Britain will have to

queue opposite the Kollupitiya Po.

lice Station and apply for visas

from the British High Commisgsion

tu
ming
Process .

Weeks foran appointment-(by which
sme they may not have a house to
Teturn to!), Interestingly enough,
of all the Western European
eountries that Tamils have fled to
recently Britain has the smallest
number.  In the midst of all the
hypocrisy it wag good to see one
new'lplper ‘The Guardiap’ make
an impassioned nppeal on behalf
of these Tamils, Neither their
bumanity nor the logic of their
arguments could have been faulted.
This whole incident points out
that more work must be done te

:

Evelyn Rutnam Inst.

Tl anattey T WA

highlight our problems, A Pakistani

colleague who is a doetor in the
Pakistan Army was most astounded
and dismayed when he heard of
his country’s military personnel
lovolvement in SriLanka. He iy

certainly a sadder and wiger man
—D.C.A,
(10 be continued)

IN MEMORIAM

&1." S AR : "X
FOND MEMORIES
OF
Inpamanie Samuel
Teacher: Uduvil and

Pt. Pedro Methodist.

Called home 15th April 1973.
" Grace, sweetness, yet not

touched with pride,

She lived beloved and much

lamenied died.

Remembered by her husband

W. N, S. Samuel and son

Mohan, Vasi, Kiruba and
Preba.

IN MEMORIAM

L]
IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY
OF

Mercy Athysayam Asbury
Entered Glory
26th April ’82
“In God's care you rest above
In our hearts you dwell
with love.”
Fondly remembered
by her loved ones
at 22, Boswell Place, Wellawatte
and 20, Lawton Road, Manipay.
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EDITORIAL
The Rugged Road to PEACE

The Truce

While there is creeping uncertainty over the PEACE TALKS,
the government announced on 11-4-87 a ten-day unilateral truce
which would cover the holidays for the New Year and the
Easter Festivals this year. The truce will apply only to on€
area of military operations — the land.

The reaction of the dominant Tamil militant group. the
LTTE and of the Tamil moderates, the_TULF. is rerpln\scent
of those lines from Vergils' deneid, [fan]lhar to an 'earher gene-
ration of students who were taught Latin as a subject for Pub-
lic Examinations] — Timeo Danaos i -dona fervent: 'l fear the
Greeks even if they bear gifts.”

The militants according to news reports. have said that
there is no change in their military code- They obserlve a ceas?'-
fire if the security forces of the government do not provoke e
« A rest to war-weary soldiers” has been reported as an LT TE

comment on the ten-day truce.

The TULF in Madras did not see reason in the govern-
ment position linking the lifting ~of the Iu?l embargo imposed
on the citizens of Jaffna and the resumption of the Telecorp-
munication services in the Northern part of the country. with
the response of the militants on the truces The fuel embargo
was lifted by a decision of the Cabinet before the matter about
the truce was contemplated.

The sad irony of the situation in Sri Lanka is that when
‘a2 cease-fire 'or ‘cessation of hostilities® is contemplated, the
political climate necessary for its success is not cr_eated The
truce thereby, fails in its cardinal objective of marking a turn-
ing point toward a safer and more peaceful Sri Lanka. If no
attempt is made to uphold the spirit of the truce, even at the
expense at times of compromising with the Zetter of the laws
binding the truce then the compulsive obsession with defense
in the country is likely to create ugly situations. The DN of
13-4-87 reported for instance, on its first page ‘*unilateral
cessation of hostile action” did not mean that the soldiers will
be confined to the barracks. [ The DN quoted a government
statement in Colombo ]

The Island of 13-4-87. on the other hand in its Editorial
entitled “Cease-fire and after” underscored one important aspect
of serving out Peace and Reconciliation in an atmosphere
charged with acrimony. We: have to, not merely desire PEACE
but in the words of Thomas A Kempis " desire the things that
make for PEACE”. The Editorial makes an earnest plea to the
government to lift the fuel embargo and remove the telecom-
munication restrictions in the Jaffna Peninsula without any con-
ditions being laid down. This method would, according to the
]ourrllal. go a long way in winning the confidence of the Tamil
people.

leigations of a government to its people should always
remain implicit and not contractual. If the temporary truce tor
the New Year signifies for the Tamils only a symbolic relaxa-
tion for ten days of the Sri Lankan army’s brazen image. it
will not indicate any uncommon measure of strength apart from
the strength derived from arms- ‘A weak man is just by
accident But a strong non-violent man is unjust by accident”
said Mahatma Gandhi.

The Dual Role

It was Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian Leader who is repo
to havg cqmed the phrase “guns and olive bramch” to ge;tt;:g
his policy in the Middle East Conflict.: The Sri Lankan govern-
ment too, has upheld this policy tenaciously since January 1984,
of being involved simultaneously, in the PEACE PROCESS to
find a political solution and in MILITARY ESCALATION to
stand up against the ‘terrorists’. Too long an exposure to a
sultry political climate has withered the olive branch. The gov-
ernment has therefore according to reports, abandoned its dual’
role— There will be no TALKSs till the militants lay down their
arms, the Sri Lankan government has announced India is like-

wise waiting for a ranore salubrious iti i i i
e Sl political climate in Sri Lan-

The picture, though gloomier is now clear. Democrac
to be restored in Sri Lanka after nearly four years of lagelg:?
ing agony, But }here is barely a shadow of an outline of how
the gov.emment'mtends to accomplish this task. All that is on
record is, that if and when there is a PEACE TALK. the De-
cember 19 1986 proposals will be the basis.

‘Home’ for the New Year

‘The way to be safe’ said Benjamin Franklin ‘is never to
be secure’. Th_ls is the bitter lesson which the Jaffna man has
learnt from .thls ‘war’. Tamil public servants and other em-
ployees coming hgme for the New Year from the South would
iegl a wry clutching of the heart when they witness the lugu-
bnqus suburbs, devastated beyond recognition. In many rural
settings wpere once agriculture flourished and smoke curled
from cooking fires in humble peasant huts, mini-camps have

now proliferated obliterating drastically the old familiar land-

marks.

Some 10,000 Jaffna Tamils working in the South are now
estimated to be on a holiday in Jaffna. What WO}lld add a
sobering note to their thoughts during their all too brief a stay
of about a week or ten days in their homeland is the ¢ crush
of humanity” in the Peninsula — villagers constantly on the
move with whatever earthly belongings they could tran§port on
mini-tractor trailers and toughing it out in homes with rela-
tions and friends who live in comparatively safe areas. The fus
ture of many of these who had to abandon their homes for
security reasons is as yet to be clearly discerned.

Our Political Malaise

Rural, Industrial Davelopment Minister Soumiamurthy Thon-
daman appears to have, in an Interview with Sunday Island,
recently put his fiinger. right at the sore-spot of our island's
political malaise The ethnic conflict. he had said, was not the
creation of the Tamils The Tamils had at various times accept-
ed the PEACE proposals put forward — the Bandaranayake —
Chelvanayakrm Pact, the District Development Councils and at a
later stage Annexure .C. [ Uthayan: 18 4.87]. The Tamils can
never be blamed for putting PEACE in Sri Lanka on a war-
time basis. How each one of these schemes went by the de-
fault is now part of Sri Lanka’s chequered annals.

Bearing the Cross

In Spain, la land of some 33 million people ], a saying
goes ‘everything is possible and nothing probable’. It is his-
torically a land of political and violent upheavals — We hope
future historians will be fairer by Sri Lanka.

In Sri Lanka, if the curtain is to be raised on a new Act
denoting the end of the four-year old violent drama, it could
be only, in our view, on the basis of “bearing the cross for
the freedom of our people” [words we have borrowed from
Martin Luther King (Jr )] The religious metaphor provides
the title of a new biography — most exhaustive yet —" Bearing
the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference”, by David J Garrow, a Political Science
Professor at the City College of New York. [For the second
time, as we know. United States commemorated this year on
19-1-1987, Martin Luther King Jr., With a' national holiday 1.

~ The following is an excerpt from a letter of Dr. Martin
Luther King (Jr.) written from a Birmingham Jail in Alabama
on 16-4-63. It contains much of his personal philosophy of the
role of non-violent direct action in the civil rights movement:—

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere......

In any non-violent campaign, there are four basic steps — collec-

tion of facts to determing whether ibjustices exist: negotiation:

~ self-purification and direct action ..... you may well ask " why

direct action? Why sit-ins and marches and so forth? Isn't

negotiation a better path? You are quite right in ealling for

negotiation. Indeed this is the very purpose of direct action.

Non-violent direct action seeks to create euch a crisis and foster

such a tension that a eommunity which has constantly refused to
negotiate is forced to confront the issue.

1 have earnestly opposed violent teusion but there is a type
non-violent constructive tension which is necessary for growth.”

Some Vital Statistics and Facts

Some 2000 trenches have been constructed in
area and adjoining villages. In the Valigamam North area, con-
tractors charge Rs. 1500 to construct a trench because of the
stony character of the region. Coconut trees, palmyrah trees and
sand bags are generally used for the conmstruction of these tren-
ches.

the Jaffna Town

In the Boosa Camp, according to reports, there are 3200 dete-
nues which includes 22 women.

The Eleventh Amendment to the Constituition was passed in
Parliament 8-4.87. It aims at eliminating delays in the legal
process with the requisite two-third mojority.

@® Fortytwo University Students from the South are under arrest

for involvement in activities against the State.

Six Tamil youth have commenced a fast un

: to death ign
at the Welikade Prison since 6-4-87 for the e
soners held in custody for more than
brought for trial.

release of all pri-
18 months, without being

® Some 200,000 fishermen are affested by the 'war’' in the North,
East and North. Westers coastal belt of Sri Lanka. The loss to
the country is in the region of 800 million rupees a year.
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