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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN 18 A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

. Editor’s Note

Due to the Governments 'mi-
litary offensive and the Emergency
situation in the North during the
past two weeks, The Morning Star
was mot published on the 22ud
and 29th of May.

Counting the Cost

The Fioance Minister Mr.
Reonie de Mel made an official
disclosure whick was in any ease
well kmown to the pnblic. Thy
country is borrowing or resejving
as gmid & gum of 2§ thousand
million rupees, The country's de.
fence budget this year is 15 fhou-
sapd willion rupees.

Catbelic Students Appeal to
Vice Chancellor

102 students who are- mem-
bets of the Catholic Students’
Union in the University of " faf-
W8 Npvs gsat gn appeal ta the
Vies Chagcellor urging him to
iake steps to re-start the speeial

Ceourse. In Christian Civilizgtion,

They have urged that:the pum-
‘ber of Cathaiic and Christian stu-
Uuatversity necsssi-
tates this step. They point out
that during the academic year
1986/87 students who are offer-
ipg Christian. Civilization as a
subject for their B, A, General
degree are 29 in number. In
view of this, provision for stu-
dents to do the special course in
Christian Civilisation is all the
more neeessary. They also point

- out in their ‘appeal that there are

now two major Seminaries in the
Jaffna Peninsula at Colombogam
and  Maruthanamadam under the
direction of the Cathoile and
Christian Churches respectively.
Therefors the necessary Lscturers
could be obtalned without much
difficulty. Copies of this appeal
bave also beem sent to the Pre-
sident of ‘the Uaiversity Grants
Commissiop and other Heads of
Churches,

McLeod Hospital, Inuyil

McLeod Hospital, Inuvil came
to the aid of the Divisional
Health Centre at Tellippalai when
they rsn into difficulties for con.
r!?ﬁic-'thaii, course for the ‘train-
B¢ of & large number of Rural
Hoalth Assistants. This training
was originally carried out at the
Government Hospital at Tellip-
palakii | Sidce ' the ‘authorities ' faced
difficplties in running the course
thers, they sought the assistanee
ot McLoad Hospital, Inuvil which
made available one of ita build-
inga-for. this purpose... The course
has now been completed. Dr. R,
Thelvendran, A. D. H, 0., Tellip.
palal has written to the Medical
S_“Dulntopdent of MecLeod' Hospi-
tal' fermally < thaking her for the.

lp. given to them,

oy M'c]’.,.eo_d' Hospital has again
W8 salled upon to remder pesis:
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Wedding

Curtis — Segarajasingam

The marriage was solemnised
on Saturday, Sth of May at the
Advent Lutheran Church, Willow-
dale, Ontario, Canada, of Benja-
511 Mahendran, son of the late
Mr. T. K. Curtis Advocate and
Mrs. Curtis of Hultsdorf and
Nalayini, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. V, Segarajasingam of Wella-

watte.
A reception was held later
8t the West Ellemore United

Charch Hall, Scarborough, Cana-
da.
B ik b s T
Hindu Front demands
Ban on Conversions

The Hindu Front, a sister
organisation of the militant Hindu
organizatiou Rashtrya Swayamse-
vak ' Sangh (RSS) observed a
satyagraha: (token fast) at the
Kanyakumari colleetorate in South
Tamjl Nads on January 18, urging
& ban on conversion of tribals in
the 'district.

The other demands included
the ereation of a common civil
code; and . deciaripg India as a
Hindu mation. It ts learnt that

no incident of econversion hns
been reported to government.
‘ =§; 1; €

Qbituary
A. R. Abraham

A. R. Abraham retired teach-
er Jaffoa College husband of
Emmah Pushpamalar, father of
Atputharanee, Anandarajab, Pus.
paranee, Selvaranee and Jeyaranee,
father-in-law of Alagan Kadirga.-
mar, Indranee, Leslie Thambyra-
jah, D. T. John, and Hector
Thurairamam  expired on 23rd
May 1987. The funeral took place
on Tuesday the 26th of May.

* *

Mrs. R. Senathirajah

The death occurred at Tellip-
palai on 13-5-87 of Rajapoopathy,
wife of the late Mr, A. Christu-
gawalar Senathirajah of Arasanar
Valaveo, Tellippalai.

The funeral Service was held
at her residence on Thursday
14.5-87, at 2 p. m.

The family mourners wer®
her daughters Chandra and Vima-
la and sons-in-law Deva Spencer
and Luther Dwight and daughter-
in-law, Molly Sathiendra (Austra-
lin).. Her son, Andrew Sathiendra
predeceased her a few years ago
in Leondon.

tance 1

other medical Depart-
ment ol Government, Due to
the heavy -aelling in the Jaffoa

Town area by the Security forces
the S.H.S. Office has had to
shift- | The Office is now tempo-
rarily housed in a building at the
MacLieod Hospital, Inuvil and
the S. H. S, Offics Is functioning

there,

Obituary Notice

Dr. Luther Samuel Gunaratnam — Former DMQ Point Pedro. -

Beloved nusb.rd of

(Bubby). Beloved brother of

Ariam devi (nee Senathirajah),
father of Uthayakumaran (Uthayan — Jaffaa University ),

Loving
Indrakumaran

Vavamani Mills, Dr., Luther Jeyasin.

ghzm — former President, Jaffna College, Luther Thuraisivgham, Siron-
many Rajaratnam, Malar Balekrishnan and the late Luther Selvarajah.

Brother-in-law of A. C. George,
Senathirajah, the late Rev. K.
Alice Thuraisingham,

tances on the 27th May.
gronnd on the 28th,
mation.

Benny Rajaratnam,
A. Balakrishnan, and Rani Selvarajah.

Dr. Dharman Senathirajab, Dr, Raju

J. Mills, Pushparani Jeyasingham,
Alahamalar Rajaratnam:

Died under tragic circums.

Burial took place at St. Jobn's buria-
Friends and relations please accept this intil

B —

Mission in Christ's Way — Evangelistic Proclamation

By Rt. Rev. J. Sam Ponnlah, Vellore Diocese i

(Continued from our issue of 8-5-1987 )

With some of us christian
faith is reduced to a set of
doctrinal statements. We want
others to accept some particylar
doctrinal formulations for their
being  christians. We want
others to have the same formu-
lations of faith as we have,
We forget that - no one theology
is meaningful for all times and
all places nor can we reduce
the work of the Spirit into a
few statements of taith,

For many christians today
religion is a matter of of law,
don’t do this or that: do’s and
dont s.

If there 1s to be a real
progiess 1n the mussion of our

churches these parriers must

be puiled down [he spirit
break down the barriers. This
does not mean that we should
give up our identity as christians
in our commitment to God.
Christian life should be a res-
ponsible and discipliued lifee«
It 1s not an undiscipuned free-
dom. The Holy Spirit creates
in us a kind of fellowship
where we can live and under-
stand ourselves only in terms
of our relationship to others.
Lhe Holy Spirit drives man to
his neighbour in love. The life
together has a tremendous
power. DBarriers of religious
exclusivism, dogmatism fixed
cultic practices have to be re-
examined and pulled down if
we must have real progress
in the life and mission of the
church,

The local church must re-
cognise its own role in evan=
gelism in proclaiming the Gos-
pel in word and deed as a
caring community, tor all whom
it meets across the different
frontires.  There should be
groups christian local church

which will licop indi duals to
feel accepted and accept
others:

There showd be a pro-

gramme of educacion which at
all levels directs people to-
wards their ministry in the
world.  This needs to be roote
ed in a Biblical understanding

of mission and evangelism s0
that the people share ang
encourage the insights | which
Bible study can

give. The
Church today needs _Biblical
vision- Biblical encoura emen¢

and biblical nurtyre in order
to be. an effective instrument
for mission and evangelism, -

Thus we come to the point
that mission consists of varj-
ous kinds of ministry, includ-
g secular -ones;- it is -5 be

rather than to 4o ag poin
out earlier, . . e Bied

But for somg others, mis,
sion is only to preach the Gos.
»pel- The controversy over this
issue has been quite acute and
some even ask whether whole
body of christians is still real-
ly entrusted with a mission.
According to them the Church
today largely consists of nomi-
nal christians and very few are
born again christians. It is
true that there are hardly any
reference outside the Gospels
in the N.T. to a total mis-
sion which extends to ail the
areas of humanp life. ine reas
son is their strong expectation
of an early second coming of
Jesus Christ, sg the early apogs
tles, including the other discie
ples, did not think of ap ap-
plication ot the gospel to the
existing orders of the world,
which they thought were to
pass away in "a few years. It
is when we ‘turn from the
Epistles to the Gospels that
we see the miission both cop-
ceived and executed on a com,
prehensive basis, Here too, it
might be arqued that Jasus shid
nothing on politics, economics
or culture as such and that
his missions bhad actua y to-
do only with the solvation of
man's soul. It is trugl that
Jusus did not speak of politics'
on economic and did not lay
down norms to be applied to
either of them. But he was
concerned with things ' that
were even more fundamental
than such norms, the true free«
dom of man, the worth of the
individual, the spirit of God

; - Gga-
( Continued on page 1)
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EBITORIAL _
Contemporaray Tremnds in Sri Lanka

The political scene in Sri Lanka is ‘' scorbbled oe'r”, a$ the

sky was, it is said, during Ptolemy’s time.

President Jeyawardene is reported to have told the members
of the Parliamentary Group which met on Thursday 21-5-87,
that he had asked India to intervene and save the northern
part of Sri Lanka from *the enemies of the democratic pro-
cess "-

Even as the President was addressing the Parliamentary
Group, government security forces in Jaffna with 3 bombers,
two helicopters and an Avro-plane (used we learn to release
a locally manutactured ?barrel-bomb’) were pounding the Aic/iw-
vely, Idaskadu, Pathamany, Velalai, Navatkiri, Kathiripas and
Thampalai areas, for the second day in succession, killing some
14 civilians and destroying some 20 houses The Manipay area
was taken on, on 25-5-87

When memory fails a clipping file “cémes in handy. The
following is an extract from the report of the speech of Presi-
dent Jeyawardene at the ceremonial opening of the FIFTH Ses-
sion of Parliament on 20-2-85:—

" Expressiog fears that it will be difficult to safeguard against
terrorism whils guaramtesing the freedem of the individual, he
warned that it may mot be leng before we compromise the very
beliefs on which democracy is built. ...... We may have to equip
ourselves to. do so at the expense of development and social and
economic welfsre plams. Let us then unitedly decide to do so
and as one natiou and eme people bent ourselves to thls task.”
According to Karam Tharpsr, Moderator of the Interview

with Natienal Security Mini-fer Lalith Athulathmudali, of ITN’s
Channel 4 in London (via lsatellite), more tham 5000 people
have died and some 300,000 have been rendered homeless in the
ethnic conflagration in Sri Lanka since July 1983 Reprisals on
innocent unarmed civilians and destruction of their houses have
been, by and large responsible for the high fatalities and the
increasing number eof refugees. ‘

It appears enigmatic that Sri Lanks which has now ‘opted
tor a military selution and\iP pursuing its objective with relent-
legs zeal, cuttimg accross all democratic processes should have
appealed to India to help the country (Sri Lanka), < against
those who are destroying democracy in the North.”

As we write these notes for this week, the only on-going
teature of life in the Jaffna peninsula is the schedule of the
government security forces on a bombing spree, taking on are
as, one after anmother. Schools, business establishments, govern-
ment offices, tarms and fields have been almost deserted with
clugens eager to enter the ounkers than Be out on the streets

The mood of tue guvernment continues to be increasingly
ugly and determiucd uisy vy wne hardliners. At the meeting
ot the Parliamentaiy wivup vu 21-0-87, tne LULF leader Appa-
pillal Amirthaiingauw was siugicd Ol LUr 4 scdulng  attack op
his statement 1o New Uciui | woele- uc aucnded a conference
along Wwith nis cuueagues, Swdsllhampardin end Sampanthan on
the 1mvitation o1 tne government | tnat Inaia snould “ Act mow ",

New Delln and Tamil Nadu on the otner nand have reacted
strongly to the urend of events in the Jaffna Peninsula. ' A Ta.
mil Weekly caiwacures the Indian  Prime Minister blowing a
conch snell inw .u- ears of the Sri Lankan President who, in
the cariCaluic wpp-ais luseusitive to the sound and continues to

t: %ress friuy e trigger of a gun he holds dourly in hijg
and,

Tamil Nadu, for the first time in recent histor
unfavoqrably to. the. charges made against the vggvrr‘n'm:)atd::
the Sri Lankan Foreign - Minister, - Ai-C. §. Hameed about the
3.2 million dollar gift which | Tamu Nadu recently is reported
have sent-as humanitarian.aid to the Sp1 Lanka Tamils,

With no effort ‘made’ by the gove nment‘ remge
and restrictions and with a military ;ffensive in C}Yﬁl esr::t;?;goist
appears. unhkely_ that- New Dethi would take a mighty Dlunle' to
resolve the political crisis in Sri Lanka, already driving the
country to almost a bankrupt state  economically, intellectually
and spiritually. " [ With the June Aid’ meeting round the cor-

ner, no brow i mere furro ' ini
el o wed ‘than - that of Finance Minister

Much suffering still seems

Jaffna. But, in the words

. “ s o'
Meredith; “ There is wothing that
doeg 1ot profit by, -

to be in store for the people of
the Victorian novelist, George
the bedy suffers that the soul

Mission in Christ’®s Way...«s»
(Continued from page 1)
working in man to strengthen,
cleanse and activate his whole

being.

As we think of the involve-
ment of the church in evangel-
ism today, we put ourselves
in line with Christ and HiS
way of going about doing good
and inspiring others to rethink
their responsibilities and re-
order their relationships with
God and man, The church is
there for the world, for the
welfare of the world. The
church proves her identify by
existing for others. If she
thinks of keeping her own life,
she has lost it already.

Miassion for the Whole Church :

It is also clear that the
whole church must be con-
cerned with mission and evan-
gelism. This means that the
whole people of God ought to
be mainly responsible for carry-
ing out the mission, because
it is they who are really in
touch with the affairs of the
worlds'

The clergy have to make
the members of the church
aware of what the mission is
exhort them to undertake it,
and help them to garry it out.
The training and equipment of
the people of God for christian
task in the world should be
seen as a priority, if the mis

sion of the church is really fo
be effective. They are not there

merely to exercise their piety
within the four walls of the
church is really to be effec-
tive They are not there mere=
ly to exercise their piety with-
n the four walls of the church.
The test of worship, the test
of what is going on inside the
four walls of the church is
seen in how it enables us to
see Christ in the world and
responed to Him in the issues
of life after worship. Our wor-
ship life of the church can
never be a worship merely
for the benefit of the worship-
pers im a passive, intrespective
nature, but to be viewed as
aith’s spring board for action.

Today the Bishops, clergy
and other leaders of the Chur-
ches shoule stir themselves and
their churches into active con-
cern for mission and evangel-
itm — which alone justifies their
existence

It is only when we move
in the direction of love and
service from self-centeredness
to sacrifice can we be rea]
Christians in the world. It is
only when we involve ourselves
-n tt_:e everyday concerns of
ife, in our own life situations,
we witness to what God is
doing among men for men and
with _men The role of the
suffering servant, church for
others, is our vocation and
Bigher, calling. Expect great
things from God and Attem,!
great chings for God, !

(Concluded )

——— S e S
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Obituary

Dr. Gunaratnam Luther

Dr. Gunaratnam Luther died
under tragic circumstances on
Wednesday the 27th of May. He

succumbed to injuries caused by
shells fired from the Jaffna Fort.
The funeral took place in the
St. John the Baptist Church in
the early hours of Thursday. Rev.
Joseph Sarvananthan  conducted
the service. The remains were
removed to St. Johns Burial
grounds for interment.

Dr. Luther wais the brother
of Dr. W. L. Jeyasingham, Mr. L
Thuraisingham, Mr. L. Rajarat
nam, the late Mr. L. Selvarajah.
Mrs, K. J. Mills, Mrs. B. Rajarai-
nam and Mrs. Balakrishnan. He:
leaves behind his wife, and two
sons.

L Ld »

P. T. Paramapathy

P. T. Paramapathy retired
Government Surveyor also died in
the same incident. He was the
eldest son of Mr. M. S. Thambi-
thurai former teacher of St. Johns
College and the late Mrs. Tham- :
bithurai, and elder brother of Mr-
P. T. Gunaseelan former Princi-
pal of St. Johns College. Ha:
leayes besides his wife Thayalar
devi, two sons and two daughter..
The funeral service took place in
the St. John the Baptist. Church
“hu~dikuli. The  funeral service
ook place.in the early hours of
Thursday as the Government had
declared full day curfew on that
days

® | -

P. T. Cooke

The fuueral of Prince Than-
garajah Cooke husband of Rose
Rasamany of Chundikuli teok place
on Saturday the 2nd of May,
The remains were theh removed"
to’ St. Johns Burial grounds for
interment. He leaves behind be-
sides his wife Rasamany, Than-
garanee and Yogaranee - (duughters)«
and Thurairajab, Yogarajah, Sel--
varajah and. Kularajah (sons),

* * *

M. Simiampillai -

M. Simiampillai, former DI-
rector of Education Northern Re-
gion died on Monday the lith
of May. The funeral took place
at’ his residence at Mt. Carmel
Road, Jaffoa on Wednesday the .
13th of May.

. . ]

Mrs. Elizebeth Dbiviarataam
Kulathungam

Mr. Elizebeth Dhiviarato . |
Kulathungam nee Wadsworth w !
of the late Lyman. Kulathunga «
retired Viee Principal Jaffna- Col- -
lege and mother of Devu, Dhar-
man, Jeyam, Rajan and Vilogini
and mother-in-law of Sarojinit
Chitra and Jeyakumar Pooranam-
pill:-ai aod  sister of Wadsworth
Wijav ratnnm  passed away on
Tu the 26th of May, Ther

1k place st her resi-
dei. « Vaddukoddai on Thurs-
day toe 28th of May.

Iafina on  Friday, 5th June 1987
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