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Rochester and New York
Times Union Says:—

Sri Lanka violence has
deep roots

Colombo, Sri Lanka — Hindu
mythology tells how a \\’13(hfll!;
avenging god set fire to a
glittering pleasure city on the
island of Ceylon. l'oday t{]g
exquisite island is called Sri
Lanka and it is again aflame
with violence.

The mythical demon-god of
Ceylon kidnapped Loyd Rama’s
wife from India and imprisoned
her in what is now Colombo,
and history records that on the
island Buddhist Sinhalese kings
fought invading [lindu Tamil
kings from south India before
and after Christ's birth.

Now, Colombo is again a
demon city and in remote jungle
hamlets massacres are carried
out with bombs and bullgts.
knives and helicopter gunships,

The Ancient Battle plaiqs
have become the Third World's
latest killing fields. In the
modern epic, the Sinha.lese
majority and Tamil separa_tlst_s.
backed by 50 million Tannls'm
south India, are fighting again.

A modern Sri Lanka is at
stake, Political negotiations h_avge
been sabotaged by terrorism
and some Sri Lankan officials
say they fear India could
intervene to protect Tamils and
to ensure stability of the strate-
_ gic island off the southern tip
of India.

The government has been
choking the Tamil rebel-domi-
nated norrhern Jaffna Peninsula
with a 15-week economic block-
ade. Storefronts in the north
are protected by sandbags
against army shelling and
gunbattles.

Rebels have taken over
municipal administration and
are running grocery stories and
kindergartens,

The tiny Island, about the
size of West Virgina once was
known as the Pearl of the
Orient, the isle of tea and spices,
a pristine place of peace.

King Solomon is said to
have wooed the Queén of Sheba
Wwith a ruby from Ceylon. Arab
traders called it ¢ Serendib,”
place of marvelous surprises:

The surprises today are ruo-
tinely evil.

The nation of 16 million is
8plit between the Sinhalese
Majority, who are mostly
Buddhists, and the Tamils, who
are mostly Hindu and constitute
about 18 percent of the popus

lion.

Violence is engulfing the

Island nation. At least 5,500
People have died in the last
zo“r Years.

Massaacres of Sinhalese

ci"il'ans have heen increasingly
frequent.

On the other side, there
are routine allegations of atro-
cities and affidavits telling of
torture by police and soldiers-
all denied by the government.

A Tamil who works with
a Catholic welfare organization
in Batticaloa told The Associated
Press he was tortured by police,
suspended by his thumbs from
a rafter and beaten with sticks
?md barbed wire, He is ;<cover-
Ing from nerve damage in a
nursing home and afraid to give
his name.

Sinhalese and Tamis are
profoundly estranged They are
angry at cach other and even
angrier at the army and poli-
ticians for - not healing the
wounds.

Few little girls in rebeel-
controlled Jaffna, known as the
city ot the sweetest mangoes,
play with dolls " these days
They prefer toy guns.

A Tamil Catholic priest in
Batticalo told The Asseciated
Press: “The Tamils will never
forget what the Sinhalese secu-
rity forces have done to us.”

“ Militants are collecting
names of  police ™ and army
commanders-it will be like Nazi-
hunting after World War II,”
he said. ¢ Never again.”

. Tamils claim discrimination
In education and jobs in political
power and against use of their
Tamil language.

They also claim that they
are systematically harassed by
security forces that young men
are rounded up. interrogated
tortured.

Origins of Tamil-Sinhalese
friction are ancient, but  they
also have lived in harmony for
centuries, even intermarried.

Tamils are considered more
a professional class, more
successful and prosperous, and
more clannish, than the Sinha-
lese,

But the contemporary
troubles started in 1956 after
the government declared a
‘* Sinhalese-only ” policy, that

made Sinhalese the only official
language of government business,
British  colonialists  fovared
Tamils in civil service, and
many have been missionary-
educated and speak excellent
English as well as their native
Tamil.

Resentment from Tami!-
speakers and ethnie turmoil
turned into waves of riots,

culminating in an indedendence
movement several years ago.

All Tamils want autonomy -
Many are demanding a home-
land comprising the Northern
and Eastern provinces whc_re
many Tamils live Militants de-
mand a separie nalioa.

— [ Rochaster, Ny Times-Union ]

Atchuvely Letter

“A curfew has been de-
clared 1n the villages of Pala-
ly, Atchuvely and Idaikadu with
immediate effect. Residents are
requested in their own interests,
0 seek refuge in the following
t?mples: Pathamani  Amman
Kowvil, Alchuvely Pillayayr Kovil
Thoppu Pillayay Kouwil, :

Avaran.-
gal Sivan Kovil”

So announced the Jaffna
Radio (it called itself so) on

the morning of June 6th at’

about 6.00 2. m Time was given
tll 7.30 2. m for the residents
of the abpve named villages to
reach their places of refuge.

Why no churches were
me_ntxo_ned as places of refuge
1§ Intriguing. There are seve-
ral  Catholic churches and at
least one Protestant chuch in
the area covered by the an-
houncement. Some people how-
ever did seek refuge in a Ca-
thelic church at Atchuvely and
the report is that they fared
better than the other refugees.
A' Shell fell near the Thoppu
Pillayar Kovil and the refugees
‘gathered there had to flee the
prace~~while~ “partaking “of
common meal of rice kanchi
which they had prepared. It
may be mentioned that although
the curfew was declared to be
in- force continuously until fur-
ther orders, no arrangementg
had been made or suggested
for the people’s meals or other
physical needs.

Amidst shelling and aeria]
firing, the invasion of the vil-
lage of Atchuvely took place.
The troops used by-lanes and
footpaths in the main for their
movement, firing in all direc-
lions as they proceeded. They
came from Palaly, Vasavilan
and Thondamanaru camps-
Some persons who dared to
stay in their houses were killed.

One of the victims was
G. O Ponniah Auditor of the
Atchuvely C.S. 1, Chrrch for a
number of years.

There was not much resis-
tance to the advance of the
troops and the village was
occupied quicker than anticipat=
ed. The curfew, however, con-
tinued for three days and
everybody wondered what hap-
pened in the village during
that period. They were to see
soon what transpired in the
village during the period of
occupation and immediately
there after.

Fortunately for the village,
on about the Yin the Lroops
were wilhdrawn [0 camps.
Howevi I, a Iiul camp wds set
up at ldaikadu Juncuen about
oue inie awy lron the At-
chuvely Lowi alcd.

The residents of the village
dared not 0 return to thery

Vaddukoddal,
5 i
homes gnmediately. Most of
them bad gone to other villages.

Some did return after a u-
tious wait of five or six days
and what greeted them was
devastation and disorder all
round. Most houses were da=
maged, walls, roofs and even
boundary walls, At Jeast one
house was completely burnt
out and several others partjale
ly burnt, Most houses were
broken into and af| iraluablu‘
removed, TVs, radios, electri-
cal . appliances, wal clocks,
cookers, motors, watches, jewel-
ry;_ siare:es. hshirts etc. |
article in the house w. B
dled with and pyt so;iﬁ:ge ”
else. Contents of drawer, cup.
boards, ~almyrahs etc,  were
emptied and thrown on the
floor or thrown away in the
vard. Articles that were in one
room were found in another
room. Beds and chairs had
been used after they were re-
moved to places convenient to
the users outside the hoy
and were left there. Dogs had
been 'shot, Fowls were killed
and there were signs of . they
having been cooked and eaten,
In_ fairness to the Army

that there was rumour in the
village that local robber gangs
were active immediately after

the troops were withdrawn.

The residents of the vdﬁ:‘ !
have still not returned to thei
homes for good.  They go there
in the day time to look after
their cattle and other animals
and go away in the afternoou
taking with them clothes and
other essential items that are
still left in the household. All
shops in the village and the
market are closed. The Post
Office which itself was broken
into and looted has been shift-
ted to Avarangal. Two private
medical centres which function-
ed in the village, received the
same treatment as the hqgg-
holds and are closed. In the
nights, the village is empty
and presenfs a ghostly appear-
ance. Only the hounds  of
starving dogs and birds of
prey could be heard. 3
—P.JLT,

To Hell! or Heaven! ;

Bombers - four in all o
Droned o'er Jaffna

On Twentieth June eve
After a Twelve-day
Respite - all too short a one
Not anyway by
Athulath’s yardstick.
Two wheeled O'er Uduvil
Laying its hideous eggs.
Five to be exact

At Targets

Down Dutch Road.

The other two swooped
Q'er Jaffna Town- R
Dropping the DEADLY ONES
AL bhoddady : :
lbe two trom Uduvil

Soon juined those o'er Jaffaa.
lo scare us all, i
Tne peace-loving ones iy
With therr List dAL DO3AGE,
woere! OH! where! b e
Doth Atnulath lead us tol
Lo Hel! or ieavenl o

~ Victor S, Kirlmuﬂ' e
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EBITORIAL s
The Contemporary Political Scene

And Still They Come :

i i 1 i affna sees The Isiand Pride

he Indian food aid operation in Jaffna "

aj ai: arriving today in the Kankesanthurai Port with 800 tons

of food in a determined bid by the mother country to save the

eight lakhs and fifty thousand inhabitants of the Jaffna Penin-

sula from the spectre of hunger and privation after xxequy 8ix

months of a fuel embargo and several months of economic bloc-
kades at entry points because of military offensives.

Aluminium sheets and oil for industrial purposes are sfnll
under an embargo. The stocks of nearly 10. alummxpmcf,r.to:
ries in Jaffna are piled up in rooms and' apaltmcntfs in ‘o OH«:L«
bo costing the Tamil entrepremeurs a tidy sum of money as
accumulated rent.

i ill do three more Lrips

The Indian Food vessels, we learn wi e Lrips

to Kankesanthurai. The total amount gifted to the Jaffna rest

d:nts up to now has been 2700 tons of food: Thn mo 13/10,‘,4{17.

has returned after unloading its cargo, having had to wat

nearly two days, three miles away from harbour before it was
allowed entry on 1-7-874

In the meanwhile the Parliamentary Group Mcetmgd.on
7-7-87, witnessed a chilling replay of protests against In 1?2
affronts and attitudes- Although the food supply was sent 'wx
the concurrence of the Sri Lankaq government, the coutmuancg
of the shipment to Kankesanthnrai instead of to Colombo was,
considered in government circles as ‘*a dangerous precedent”.

The National Security Minister, Lalith Athulathmudali, how-
ever, poured oil on troubled waters by his comment tPat the
tood. supply was overseen by Sri Lanka and Indian Red Cross.

India’s deftness and success in launching a food miss}on to
Jaffna in a political climate of acrimony and.a propensity to
find new bones of contention, reflected une_rrmgly the Indian
Prime Minister's potent combination of sentiment; shrewdness
and political muscle.

An Embarassing Problem

The most disquieting phenomenon of the now four year old
civil war which is chipping away at the foundations of demo-
eracy in this country is the stupendous military presence in the
Jaffna Peninsula.

On 3-7-87, a school turned into a military camp in the Vali-
gamam Northern area where the Sri Lankan army had obtained
a foothold, witnessed a tragic spectacle of the Principal of the
school who went to his office to reclaim some important school
documents, with all the necessary passes from army authorities
required for entry, being fired at, by a soldier, The Principal
Mr. M. Sivarajah succumbed to his injuries at the Jaffoa Hos-
pital on 7-7-87-

The agony of Jaffna schools and Jaffna villages which se-
curity forces have taken control has enormous ramfications.
Already the toll of civilian life at the hands of army person-
nel, is 742 in Valigamam North alone,

Sri Lanka is a Buldhist country, where regard for human
life and human shelter [as Gam Udawa ’87 at Kataragama has
indicated ] remains the warp and woof of the social and reli-
-gious fabric of the land. ‘I'hat in this national ethos, large por-
tions of the Jaffna Peninsula should remain blanketed in a pall
of insecurity and destruction of life and property, is an indica-
tion of the staggering proportion of the Sri Lankan political mess.
[In many of the rural aroas bulls of the farmers have been
supplanted by bulldozers ]

Sandhurst trained career soldiers are, we know, a dream
difficult for the government to realise in a context in this coun-
try where among the most damaging effects of the protracted
civil war with its tunnel outreach, is a severe drain in upper
level man-power in almost ‘every segment of government aclivity,

_ President Jeyawardene is not unaware of this problem.
Answering Mrs Bandaranayake’s criticisms at a UNP Rally at
-Beliatta, the President has frankly admiited the difficulties the
government is having in training of security services, and in
maintaining standards. He said:—

“The army was being trained to combat terrorism.
.ot possible to train them in Sri Laoka, Those days
trained in ladia but now it could not be done,
were trained in Pakistan. Some had come from Eogland and
were tralning them. We do not hide it. India is egainst it,
Mrs. Bandaranayake also is against it. And the terrorists are also
against it. Then how are we to fight the terrorists?
do so with an untrained army, with our hands
throwing stones?”

U@iless the army is put in short leash or withdrawn there may
be no civilians in Jaffna for a civil administration

It was
they were
So now they

Must we
and feet or by

Vadamaradchy

. It is unfortunate that the situation at Vadamaradchi where
the government hoped (o implement the first stages of the

THE MORNING STAR

Asia —
Ecumenical Teams After

What have been the risks and
obstacles the churches
have had to face in the fulfillment
of their pistoral miristries and
witness ?

which

l',rolyh«&i\;
It was observed that when-
ever the church becomes a def-
ender of the statusquo, it runs
the risk of legitimizing repres=
sion which preserves the status
quo. The tendency of churches
and christians to see the world
in dualist categories has often
led to anti-communism. In
some cases, churches and Chris-
tians have simply succumbed
to an understandable fear in
the face of massive and brutal
repression. Therefore, those
Chrfstians invoved in the strug-
gle for human rights have been
marginalized and little under-
stood in relation to the demands
of the Christian Gospel impe
ratives Many have suffered
torture, imprisonment and per-
secutions Many have paid the
ultimate sacrifice of their lives.
Although the ecumenical co-
operation among those in the
struggle is very great, the same
commitment to human rights
has tended to highlight divisions
within almost all commitment
to human rights has tended to
highlight divisions within almost
all churches.

What have been the churches’
experiences in understanding the
obstacles to the full realization
of justice ?

The struggle for human
rights has uncovered a series
of factors which promote the
violation of human rights. At
a global level, the geopolitical
interests of the most powerful
countries {in particular, the
USA and its allies, the USSR,
China and Japan) have a direct
bearing on the econoinic, mili-
tary, political and cultural
development of each of the
countries visited. The global
ideological conflict has been
superimposed on the local
realities.

Foreign military bases and
foreign  military  intervention
have become entrenched and
part of the political life. Nationa

one Some 16 soldiers

Vol. 147 No. 28

Latin America Inter-Regional Exchange — Findings of

Visiting Six Countries

sovereignty has been .under=
mined. Economic models are
geared to the interests of the
powerful. The monetarist policies
of the **Chicago school” have
been forced wupon all the
countries visited, creating econo-
mic and technological depen-
dence, and a staggering external’
debt. The social effects of
these policies have been endless
misery for the majority- of the
population.

Life has become politicized
and manipulated for politica],
purposes. Cultural penetration .
threatens local and indigenous
expression  Information has
been manipulated to keep people"
in ignorance ot the causes bf
their oppression. :

Judicial systems no ]ongerf

function as a cootrol over
executive powers, There g
excessive  use of executive

decrees. The immunity of the.
military from civil prosecution |
is guaranteed

What bas been the churcheS.
role in cooperativg with vita'
forces. for chpage and thei‘v
consolidation  of  democratic
institutions ?

A number of churches have
become involved in the mobili- ¢
zation of people for change.
They have often provided a
a space for dialogue. In some’
cases, churches have provided
the structural framework for
groups struggling for justic and
have worked for conscientization
and empowerment of the people
in their organizing and protesting *
activities. Occasionally, -chur--
ches have been in the position
to provide access for opposition
forces to dialogue with governs
ments in the search for -a
peaceful resolution of conflicts:

In general, however, it
should again be underlined that
this area of work has been a°
very difficult one for churches
to engage in, due to the heritage
of Christian opinion that Chri- '
stians and churches should not *
“pecome involved in politics "

- { 4
— Ecumenical Press Service’

civil administration process, in the North is now back to sq‘&e"
are reported killed in a militant attack’

on the Nelliady camp, located between Puloly and Pt, Pedro.°

I'he pressure maintained on the
dus of almost

the four days
lpa‘r‘gdchy region
GCE Examination
sion cards to students are

Jaffna. The region carries
her future,

The G, C, E. (AL) Examination

It is in this climate of

‘terrorists ' has led to the exo~

the entire population out of the region during
t of military eperation.
Thenmaradchy, there are some 12,000

In the camps alone ‘at
refugees from the Vada-"

No schools are functioning in this area. The
centres have been ‘shifted to Puttur. ‘A
distributed at the Education o
bitter memories of a secret scat on_

is-

ICEs .

Y |

befuddlement :
that students in the Jaffna Penins a0d mery) v,

ula and those in the Eastern

Province will appear for the G.C.EB.(AL) Examination. to be"
held from July 25 to August 16. In the North and East, there .

are 43,823 refugees in 79 camps and 82,180 refugees outside
the camps. : e M

: ' P u
. It is hardly a propitious panorama for a Public Examina= -
tion. Dut our students have considerable staying power and

have decided to ride out the storm. It fits the country's image
of them, ¢ J
Lo 7

: v W e
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