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The Medical Tangle
Federal Health Service doctors in India
have gone on an indefinite nationwide strike for higyhcr wage
hikes and promotionial prospects, the 2100 — strong (Jm:er/ullent
Medical Officers Association (GMOA ) of Sri Lanka has cal‘led Ol_lt
its members to strike, on an academic but nevertheless in their
opinion a vital issue,

The GMOA President, Dr. Stanmore de Alwis puts the case
of the Association in these words:— ¢ Weflre not against the
concept of a Private Medical Cui!v‘ge- What we say is th;?t
| private medical students whose selection for medical Stl;l'dlCS is
based on different criteria, should sit a separate degree”.

The North Colombo Medical College (NCMC) at Ragama. a
Private Medical Institution with an intake of 100 students was
inaugurated on 25.9-81 at Thalagolia ( Colombo North) by the
College of General Practitioners, a splinter group of the Inde-
pendent Medical Practitioners’ Association { IMPA ;.

According to the Ministry of Plan Implementation, Sri Lan<
ka needs 600 doctors a year. But the government has found it
possible only totrain 500, The main source of recruitment is the
State Medical Faculty of the University of Colombo, which has
a 117 — year old tradition An auxiliary source is the Private
Medical College.

But set against this backdrop of medical education in Sri
Lanka was now the concomitant agony of'uational unrest and of
medical specialists leaving the country in droves, for greener
pastures.

The current controversy however has its roots, in the am-
bivalence of the Siate on the question of providing «2 doctors
whom the government intends absorbing into their cadre equal
opportunities in clinical traiuing in Lo_mm‘bo The students of
the 117-year old state medical college in Colombo, now a Facul-
ty of the Colombe University with 500 final.year -candidates
appearing for the MBBS Examination have been loath to share
their °cake’ of clinical training, facilicies in Colombo with their
60 counterparts ot the NCMC from Ragama.

The issue. according to news reports had taken on, even
violent forms. But imn the larger context of a full scale civil
war in the country, these controntauons appeared pinpricks and
were settled or pusbed under the rug in the hope that some.
how in the end, the position would stabilise itself.

While some 8000

Arrayed on the side of those who are for the same final
examination to be held for both the Private Medical College as
well as the State Medical College students are those who argue
that in the context of an acute dearth of doctors in Sri Lanka
every possible effort should be made to recriut government doc-
tors, soft-pedaliing all questions of “'criteria” that govern the me-
dical studies ot the students The immediate concern they
argue is the need for doctors and not the stature of the res-
pective medical 1nstituition,

This categary of people also allege Lhat putting all pieces
together, the present crsis in the medical wo;ld i§ really a
hang-over from the SLEY days of a strident nationalism which
naively assumed Lhat 1n an era of free education and now of
free books, no one who pays for an education or buys a book
has any claim tor state recognition in any ficld of employment.

On the other hand, the G104, as a Trade Union is strong-

ly opposed to the same seal bemng put on the MBBS degrees
of two sets of medical graduates, in the country -one recruited
through a Private Medical Co!lcge and the cher through the
State Medical Faculty of the Colombo University, on two diffec-
ent criteria Medical education in Sri Lanka sfxould they say
conform to certain stipulated norms. The Colommbo Medical
Degree is a University degree.

In the meanwhile, a significant fallout of the confusion, has
been the large-scale depletion of upper levql m‘cdxcal man-power
in the country. At a meeting of WHO's South East Aslap
Health Officials the Minister of Health dcplor_ed thz}t the Acci~
dent Unit ot the Government General Hospital, Colombo was
run by four retired surgeonss

The truth of the matter is that ad nissions to the medigal
faculties in our Sri Lankan Universities has been a sensitive
issue. In our clippings file, we ngtf a bl;llull](‘z}t. ms)de by‘ one
of the University authorities in 1977, that the L‘,L‘)lvlege of. (J'ene.
ral Practitioners “ reluctantly decided” tO examine the _Jdca_ of
Dr. Heenilame to establish a Private Medical College ﬂwxlh ins-
truction in the Epglish medium — The statement reflects the
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Teasion in the strife-torn North has reachad dizzy ‘)eiﬁhtl

With TROOPS pouring in to prove their real might, S

Jffaa, North’s Capital’d then be the BATTLE GROUND ~

Bloody, brutal, groy — 'ere the BULLY is downed- %
II

Imprisoned in the now filthy, crowded DUTCH DEN —
Thoeir sweat-soaked FATIGUES stinking to- high Heaven,
Atop the ramparts, there’s an ETERNAL VIGIL, | _
The Sentries, 'snipiog’ at many an INNOCENT mm
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Desaited are the bazaars, the HUB, once so busy, =
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intensity of the problem we are currently faced with
cal education in Sri Lanka with two medical finstituitj@s.x '
a University and other a Medical College but both train
Doctors for service as Sri Lankan doctors. ey

It is unfortunate that an important issue should have q@;
ed attention till the last hour. s o

o
Jaffna Today g {

There is a welcome change in the *climate" of Jaffaa, larg
ly due to the determination and sense of dedication with wh :
India is pursuing its goal of bringing PEACE in Sri Lanka
within sight. A i

The arrival of fuel and food have meant for the people
hope of sustenance and the silencing of the guns hope of se-
curity. Except for the lobbying of shells from some mi
camps, at odd intervals the genaral atmosphere has | ,
of calm and a desire on the part of everyone, to inaugura
an era of PEACE in the country. .

Y

- i

But normality will come within reach only when the mini-
camps are vacated, when security forces move into the b: rracks,
when arms are surrendered (not only of militants® but also of
Home Guards, new settlers etc.,, ete.) and the civilians now
scattered in various parts of the country trudge back home

with their belongings and resume life in their domains, free'
from the sniper's bullet, -

It is a happy harbinger nevertheless in
again the free flow of vehicular traffic on
roads, and the movement of lorries,
ing food and fuel,
supply.

In every area of human existence the ‘ wheel ’

in Jaffna the turning of the wheel has been accomplished
the help of India whose presence in Jaffna since June 25, ‘1987
has been largely instrumental in bringing into Notthern politi S
[As we % to

, .
Jaffaa to see once
newly macadamised

one after another, carry=
looking for space to stock ' their abuﬁg@t

steadiness and equilibrium rather than passion.
print, we have news of the arrival of Indian helicopters
Jaffoa to take the L.T.T.E. leader to New Delhi for tal
with the P:ime Minister of India.] ‘ R
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BBITORIAL
Our Political Scenario — some notes and comments

that has no remedy. violt:_‘a-:e has ‘mt“a new
i in in the Jaffna Peninsula, interupting a near cease-
glrih' z‘:vglf'icl‘l was in operation for some time from 25-6-87 to
mark the arrival of the Indian * relief-ships » at the Kankesan-
thurai Port. o5 ’
j i he tide have been
wo major events which suddenly turned t
the 'Iv;anton killing of a school head at Mavildapuram b{l' tge
gecurity forces on 3-7-87 and the daring attack on the Nelliady
Army Camp by the militants on 6-7-87.
i in i e dchi region which
he cauldron boils again in the Vadamara h
the :ovemment thought could be brought. undgr complete l::on
trol soon after 2.6-87 and’ civilian administration put‘ .b_ac on
course- According to news items in the natul)gnalkdanfhtgéygg
‘ ioni nk o ‘
as functioning at Pt Pedro and even a Ba ;
ggﬁcl:vwhich had commenced cash dealings with the pubhc]—
tacility available in no other branch of the _Bank of Ceylon
?n the Jaffna Peninsula. Hopes were entertained of even a
Secretariat at Vadamaradchi.
regi i kaleidoseope ‘of ima-=
t today the region presents agam a
es, Bpl:)ignant and disturbing. Blood curdling events have been
. orted in the area. A military ofiensive can easily destroy a
(r::;omunity but it cannot re-build it More than thirty vxllages
in the area have been turned according to reports v.n"tually ine
:n moonscapes, Wwith the difference of the sun shining over-
hiad brightly on them. An army radlo' anqouncement asking
residents to return reflects the current situation.

wavai residents are reported to have crossed by
nighghoen I}’ggz the vast plains of uppatiu apd found.thelr way
to the Hindu temples at Madduvil and Pc.mnlhalachc.h:. The re-
sidents of other villages as Varuthupallai, Pallappai and Katko-
oalam, walked the distance alone the cqa.st and through dense
jungles to Kuddathanai, Nagercoil, Mirusivil and Eluthumadduval

areas.

Another region where a second military offensive has meant
a serious erosion in population is the Mullaitivu District where,
according to news reports, there are hardly any residents at
Puthukkudyirruppu and Mulligvallai.

The 1lth of July marked the Day of Five Billion, " Popu-
1ation programmes” 8aYS Nafis Sadik, Executive Director of UN
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), the first woman to
head a UN agency "“must motivate people about increasing the
value of every birth”. What implications has this message to us
in Sri Lanka, caught in a spectre of wanton killings — men,
women and children.

 Ultimately it has to be a political solution”, according to
government sources. But wisdom consists, not merely in know-
ing what to do next, The Tamils of the Vadamaradchi region
were a bold presence in the political, judicial, economic, admi-
nistrative, and educational life of the country. What will be
now the government's next step in this region? The exhilara-
tion of a mililary solution is one thing. The realities of reha-
bilitation is another.

Despite a gloomy political context, Indian food vessels arriv-
ing at Kankesanthurai Port have not receded from the news-
paper headlines in Sri Lanka. The fifth ship, mv NICOTRADE
arrives today (17-7-87) at Kankesanthurai with same 900 tons
of food and fuel for the Jaffna residents in the beleagured
areas, valued 360,000 dollars. ‘

With an agreement already signed with the Indian govern-
ment of humanitarian aid to Jaffna, we wonder if the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka should allow so much of invectives to be
hurled on the whole Scheme and on the manner it is being
operated,

Serious accusations have been made, according to news
items appearing in the national dailies on the character of the
Indian Humanitarian Aid Scheme:— that no Indian supplies
reach the so called starvation areas, that there were instances
of persons who have refused to avail themselves of the gift,
that unusually large stocks of box of matches have been sent
to Sri Lanka to undermine the local industry, and to cap all,
that there was always the possibility of food supplies switched
for something else in mid-stream.

Like a plague

India has replied to these accusations characteristically by
sending on the fifth shuttle a much larger vessel than earlier
which could bring 1000 tons of aid at one shuttle, and also
possibly accommodate in its vast space all the diatribes hurled
so far against 1 12 Humaritarian Aid Scheme for Jaffna residents.

Every Indi 1 food vessels the Sri Lankan government knows,
has on board : senior oficial of the Indian Siipping Corpora-
tion and all it s of food unloadid and dismbun:dh are %Or:e
under the sup vision ¢f Indian as well as Sri Lankan Red
Cross Organisz m officials. All Indian officials operating in the
Food Aid Schi ie have been issued visas operative Lill 31-7-87.

Sister Elizabeth Baker —
jast Journey

Sister Elizabeth Baker,
M. B. E. passed away peacefully
on the lst of July 1937 at 8-30
The funeral took p'ace o032
in the presence
of a large and representative
gathering. She was 85 years of
age at the time of her death. She
gaced agiog illness for the last six
fmonths but it was only for two
weeks prior to her deaih that she
was bedridden.

am.
the 3rd of July

The funeral proceedings com.

menced with a Service at the
Mother House, Navajeevanam,
conducted by Rev. A. V., Yesuthasan
at which tributes were paid by
past and present students and
leading citizens in the Kilinochchi
district, Thereafter the funeral
service took place at the Holy
Carpenter Church. Rev. Govinda-
rajah, Methodist Minister in charge
of the Jaffna Ciruit conducted the
service and preached tbe sermon.
He was assisted by Sevak Sam
Alfred, Rev, S. Jeyanesan and Rev,
I. Selvaratnam. A solo was renderd
by Rev. Mahendran, a foster-son
of Sister Baker and the New
Testament Lesson was read by
Mr. T. Kirupapantharajab, Director,
Navajeevanam, The funeral
procession to the cemetery was led
by all the inmates of Navajeevanam
and the last rites were performed
by Rev. Mahendran,

Thus ended the missionary
career of Sister Baker over the
fiftysix years in Sri Lanka. Her
God-given powers of loving al]
people alike by praylng, showing
kindoess and giving were not lying
dormant in her. During the early
part of her stay in Navajeeva-
nam it was a common sight to
see her cyclinpg down the lapes
in Murasumoddai visiting the sick
and praying for them, teaching
children English and holding wor-
ship meetings so much so that
she was known as Cycle Ammah
of Murasumoddai. This sight of
her is still fresh in the minds of
villagers.

Apart from her missionary
service ber involvement with jns-
titutions like the CNAPT which
was her first love, the Leprosy
Association of Ceylon and Friend-
in-Need Societies are well-known
to all those who came in contact
with her, Her missionary service
coupled with social
g0 recognised not

service was
only in Srj

Congratulatione to gur
Associate Editor

(. We are giod to be able to
congraiuiate the Associate Editor
of this paper on haviog received |
8 Ph. D. degree at the Univer-
sity of Jaffna. In the academic
world there are two kinds of
Doctorates; earned doctorates and
conferred doctorates, A Ph. D, ig
one of the earned degrees,
The term Ph, D. means doctor
of Philoscphy and contains the
old meaning of the term Philose-
phy, when the term included every
kind of knowledge.

Usuzlly ior obtaining a de-
gree one has got to put in 2
years of study in = University
and earn the degree after hig
initial degree Dr. Sebanesan ins-
tead had many years of study
after his basic degres having ob.
tained the B.D. degres of Seram-
pore and the M. A. degree of
Peradeniya. 5

The Bible says, Man is not
often honoured in is own country
that Dr. Sebanesan would have
been se honoured in Jaffna is

greatly to his credit. *

~sa

=
Lanka but also in the Unitﬁ
Kingdom that Her Majesty th’;.}.
Queen included her name in the
Honours List for her Birthday in
1974 and made her a recipient
of an Award of Member of the
Most Excellent Order of the Bri-
tish Empire along with only one
other from Sri Lanka.

Sister Baker’s demise has left
a void in the Navajeevanam Re:
habilitation Centre. She wss &
tower of strength to the Centre
with her advice, help and impos:
ing personality. :

All praise to God for Sistet'lf
life and work in Sri Lapka. May
flights of Angels lead ber ué
eternity.

Under this dispensation any Sri Lankan who attributes the Ine

dian Food Aid Scheme
own credibility.

Violence in the uge of
force ill accords with our

a low profile casts aspersioas on ‘his®

L

language as violence in the use of
cultural norms as a race.

The simmering controversy over the Indian Food Mission

has been unfortunate.

Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel who in:
the contemporary political crisis,

ty to say the right thing at the

has displayed an uncanny abli=
right time has once again ex=

posed the danger of taking unsolicited potshots at India whose

help is indispensable for us in u

has

even outside the domains of
post card view that Sri Lanka
the world.

muganatha Press,

little significance the Minis
the country — The present climate of

‘the Tamil Problem’
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nravelling our deadlock. .

The 18 billion aid obtained at the Paris Aid Consortiufm
ter has said without PEACE in

unrest, reaching new levels,
is hardly the
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