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Life Begins to!Return I

V.d.mnradchy :
The cessation of Hastilities
gbout three weeks ago has Brogght

about & dramatic change wn Jafl-

life. We are now able to
:-:vel arouad the Peninsula, to
see places that had become mere
pames, and to ses the dimage
caused by the fighting, something
which till now we were aqulint-
ed with only statistics such as 50
many houses destroyed, etc. The

most affected areas are Valvetti-
tarai, Pt. Pedro, Udupiddy, Nelli-
adys Kaokesaathrai, M wnd«:ls.p‘.!r‘ln
and the areas around Jaffaa Fort
(,;pecially Koddady ). Valvattitu-
rai has uadoubtedly had the worst

of it. The heaviest fighting
took place here and it was
roserved for some special treat-

ment from the army, as it was
the home Town of Mr. Prabaha-
ran. Oa the road leading to the
army camp over 70 houses have
peen destroyed or damaged beyond
repair. There are walls at angles
to each other that might at other
times been the envy of a moder-
mist architect, but for now they
only serve to express the horror
that this town went torough. Oa
the Valvettiturali coast more than
100 bouses have been flattened by
the army. Qae has to accept the
word of the local people as to
the accuracy of the numbers, as
it is impossible to enum:zrate the
pamber of bouses, bsciuse all
that one can see 1s a iong pile
of rubble, one camnot evea tell
where one properiy ends and an-
other begins. Dwellings which
were only thatched hurs or mud
buts were also destroyed leaviag no
signs of their previous exisience.

At Pt. Pedro one sees de-
ceptive sigos of normalcy as you
approach the outskirts of the
of the towa. DBut the town
centre was badly smashed in the
fighting and it sull lies deserced.
Ia fact the further Norta and
cloger to tme coast one goes the
less people there are to be seen.
At Valvetuturar fishing bas re-
sumed after four years, but the
people said that only 10% of fish-
erman had resumed their Work.
At Udupiddy and [Neliady the
communities bave suffered a great
loss in the destruction of their
scnools, TLoe Neiady school was
blown up by the LTLIE as 1t
Was occupled by the Army, and
at Udupiddy the boys and gIFis
schools were burat probabiy 10
Prevent the Army from oOccupy-
ing them (the Army bad already
Used them as tewporsty Camps).
Toe Army too juiued iu Lue Ore
Nlsing py purpug toe Udupiddy
Courcn, Lois  also the
8Imy’'s senstiivily L0 accusalions
"of discriquimaiion, atier ai as toey

SnuUwWs

bad bomped several Bovis 80
they should burn ar leasc one
Courch, How nice of them!

haffnn Town

Atound Jaffna Fort it is de-
Plessing to see the state of fami:
Uar Jandmarks, The Municipality
Uilding and some telecommumi-
Wtion buildings have been badly

( Comtinued on page 4)
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lgﬁ ‘,-20 Boosa and Back

&by the end of Operation
J,,l’L);;yu n 2,500 young men from
Yadamaradchy were rounded up
and taken to Boosa Detention
Camp. One of those detained
gave an account of what happened,

to the ‘Moring Star’.

He was arrested on June lst

at the

Pilayar Kowvil near Pt.
Pedro, whers he haid takan shelter
with his pareats. as requasted by
the Sszcarity forces, It is clear
that the ordsr to the public to
seek retuge in particalar piaces
suca as Ilemples was givea uot

in order to easure theiwr safety but

to facilitate ths rouading up of
youog men. (A similar method
was used 1n  Mannar last year).
After all the males aged between

15 aad35 wers rouaded up tbey
were marched off towards the Pt.
Pedro Army Camp. Several parents
and relatives followed them pleading
with the soldiers for the release
of menbsrs of their families. The
soidiers for their puarc repeatedly
fired iato the air to scare them
off. Oae youag min who wandered
out of the Lime was promptly shot
dead. Tais cold blooded murder
naturally scared off che people who
bad been following them.

Near the Pt. Pedro Camp
they were mude to wik the gaaatiet.
A5 they passed between rows of
soldiers they ware beaten with
sticks and by S-lon pipes (waich
bhad been filed with cement(). It
was clear that the soldiers feustrated
at toer inability to get to grips with
the Tigers (who bad retreated /,
took it out on these prisoners. At
one point they were told to put
their bands in the air and to
shout that they did not want
‘Tamil Eelam’ and the soldiers
filmed them  whila they did this.
Lae Sri Liokaa Army uaable to
win a war obviously satisfies itself
of its marshall prowess by bumilia-
ting ionocent and frightened pri-
soners,  We have to be grateful
that they didn’t kill any more of
them and thusadd to the number
of dead ‘terrorist’,

The next day they were taken
on to a ship. It was only once
they were aboard that they were

told that they were  beiog
taken to Boosa, Given Boosa's
reputation they were horrified

and many of them started crying.
Their time on board the ship was
the worst part of their ordeal,
The ship reached Galle on Juue
5th. la these five days they had
been fed with half a pound of
bread, 5 biscuits and some water,
Oa the ship they were exposed
to the Sun and the beat@gs
ipflicted by the military Police,
Most of them suffered from nausea
and many of them vormltod. On
3rd one boy died in the sbip

uae '
meAbly from exhaustion. At
pG;lle they were made to clean the

ship bafore they were allowed to
disembark.

At Boosa th
traatment improved.

eir conditions and
The food and

wat8r was saticfactory, The beat-
ings. were less frequent, buta few
were stripped and beaten during
intetrogation. The Police uszd
masked informers and interrogation
to pick out L.,T.T.E. and EROS
members.  About 200 to 240 men
were picked out by this process.
Tai8 proceswas byt arbitrary and
incompsteat. Most of those picked
out were 1anoceat, whiist the few
wiho had militast connections had
oaly bzea involved in activities

like providing faod to militaat sen-
trieg,

The incompetence of this
Process was showa by the fact
toat the 7 EROS men who were
amongst this 2,500, men who bad
besn trained abroad and were im-
poriast EROS leaders, were not
detgcted by tne Police,

At Boosa they were also

forced to be a part of the Sri
Laskan  Goverameat’s naot too
subue propaganda. Ons day Mrs,
Atnulainmudali and some Jadies
from the Seva Vanitba movement
visited the Camp. The adies told
some of them what tuey should
say when they were interviewed
by ‘Rupavahinl’. Another group of
themn was made to board a ship
with thewr beiongings, they were
filmed doing this aud were thea
promptly returned o the Camp.
Ioess pictures were then used to
try~aad show ihe worid ibat “all
was well at Boosa, aad tuat the
deainees  were being  reiurned
home.

They were eventua'ly brought
back to Pt. Pedro on June 19.a.
Even oo this day the 1ll-ireaiment
did not siop. Toey were made
to sit on the hot ruad surface for
quite a2 wails and some of them
were assaulied by the soidiers.
Toat afiernoon they were released
at Maataihat, Tnese yousg men
are gratetul for jusc being alive
and look forward to resnming toeir
normat lives, hopefully with more
experiences of ‘Liberatca’ Sn Lan-
kan style,

— D.N.A.

P. 8.

As these prisoners were kept
apart from the permanent
prisoners at Boosa we are
ucable to comment on the
counditions or treatments of
those prisouers.

Obituary

Mrs. Lucille Thangaratnam
Selvadurai, wife of late Mr. J. A,
Selvadural, former teacher of Juff.
na Collcge, died on 10-8-87 peace:
fully. The fuoeral took place on
11-8-87 at 4 p. m. at her re-idence,
in Vaddukoddai. She was 79 years
old at the time of her death.

The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. J.J. Ratnarajah,
assisted by Mr. G. Rsjinayagam.
Bishop Ambalavanar, pronounced
beuediction,

She leaves behind her sons—
J. S. Selvaratnam ({ Thirunelvely )
and E. S. Selvarajsn (U. K. ),
daughters — Selvaranie l.la\hudeva
(California) and Selvamanie (J.Cue

- WANTED

Wanted from
1st of Séptem’ber, 1987

noaa

g for
St. Johw’s College, Jaffna
A TEACHER FOR THE
Primary School to teach
TAMIL, ENGLISH,
CHRISTIANITY,
Advagced Level with -
THREE passes at one sitting,

Music, Vacal and Instrumental
additional qmnﬁcatiqnl.

‘Apply: Principal.
25-08-87. Teig

IN MEMORIAM

IN TKEASURED MEMORY

oF "

Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam
Departed: 6th September 1980

(oo the 7n Anaiversary)

2 Y
" There is @ kind of character
in thy life
That to ihe observer doth
thy history fully unfold
Beyond life’s gateway s
‘Eternal Life’.”
With deep gratitude to God
for a lite iived radiantly in His
services

Affectionately remembered
and deeply missed by all
your loved ones. a

25, Canon Somasundram Avenue,
Chuandikauli,

Helen Peckiam Gunaretnam
{ nee ann)

Packiam was a quiet, peaceful
Spirit cugaged 10 LumeIous mcld
of kinavess, It was.in 1934 that
L first knew her as a student ig
Uduvil dcuool,  Sne was quiet,
inteligenl, swadiows, aud ‘Quung
her scuuOl  Lic as P"lf_‘:‘t__.w
aud vice-priucipal, sue payed her
10l WD Culiage, efficioncy and
fain 10 ber Maser. Oue canuot
euuwelale Dol &ClS  uf kiwduess
w0 fawny, ireuds, domesuc beip-
ers, ber Kwdusss (o toe boy Jaya
sue 10Uk uuder ber wing, aud
dscribe ber loyally 10 the prinei-
pais Mrs. Faramasamy, Mus. So-
mastbdelam aud Miss Dellad un-
der wbum she selved. Aud uow

“loe Swife 1s over,
The Datue auue.”
She and ber devoiwed ausband are
“face to lace” wiin the Pliot of
their barque. y
= R. 8. §
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BEBITORIAL 4 g
The People anda

With people back to the
been previously moored !
ries caused by the proliiera

hinterlands at an €n 1, wi I. ch ¢
moved, with food and fuel HO iy
a measure of sanity prevail

unres

whatever 1s n

people is for accepting

ment sealed on 29-7-87,
The rallying cr

would win the confide , .

four long years. Such an administ

the common man the freedom of moven

ble.

. 3 for & ¢
cry ]

v 10F
nce o1

1ent L

the grand D

The Jau\m town shops 10
ed to the point of fulness.
ing with one another, lavishing
a free purse— Motor cyclists and | 0 I
gun to don their helmets in Jaffna. They cAnAg
a chance in the milling c;‘r_‘)_.vd. ‘L.),l.\u. it or
even traffic jams mow 1n Jaffoa town

The PEACE ACCORD has been L’;lilfv_‘,d
sidering the dismal realities 9f the pn
prior to the ACCORD ;_md tha c.;a.ig, u( :
on suddenly on the political Scc“‘ff w 1“& x‘.‘{:‘
most articulate opponents of the Scheme ‘,J~ » ST

No one of course can claim the L@.,L(:] f\.J\l:)L;; dfocr .:“
stuitional masterpiece provxdmg‘ a S(f’f“‘_f immediatels 4
:lt::ltill?: of the country: W'pat' Lllen‘ﬂ,’f",o,‘,‘f{ ll‘l:\h ‘:jﬁ“tf,?e (i;:ulnz
io stép the sxupendous meaningless military buaud-up I

L‘:.rhﬁ'xﬁ',wh‘
on their
1 pillic Il § nave DOW

sne in Sri Lanka
has now come up-
syen some ‘of the
econd thoughts.

1 ~anf 1 AR

poth sides which had cost so many ID0OCEN va‘%a
i the framework for a demogratic structure (0 :‘a’uo»y
A outside the orbit of

3 kR t Trincomalee o
xeglona}_ aspl(r)?uggrbei‘g:ld lfgwﬁ‘;s inimical to. India, by establish:
!;he dealgnsand more end'uring ties with the mother countrys
e closel;v depends on political leadership and people’s pariici-
s their - political destiny to see that flesh is put apd
patmn.fn umped into -the skeleton. No one can qume the
EE%dOED [i)f the necessary political comeut' i? not furnished by
the people and their leaders to the new dralt

: In the meanwhile, tl_lc'iamil youth ,','Vho, uw s
their arms and are continuing to Suf?\".ﬂdtrtl".xri,'u arms, .1'u e {l;
f Accord, have sought the co-operation of these mopitonng th

?&ccord to see that fowr matiers of importance are given prio<

rity. . Rt vie,

The hill country Tamils should _be_gweq citizenship 1‘1gnt§_a
without delay, the Sinhalese Colonisalion :qumef‘ sh‘oq.d et
stopped, all "detenues should be ﬂfreed and the kxevcguondq

Terrorism Act and the State of Emergency should be immedi-

ately taken off the statute book.
" A clause in the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement reads:-—

surrendered

" The government of India and Sri Lanka will co-operate in en-
suring the physical security and safety of all communities in
the Northerg and Eastern Provinces.”

There is no reason to fear that India would fail to stand by
this Agreement when the security of any ose in the North or
East is endangered.

s

The Educational Front in Jafina

It will not be excessive to say that no school in Jaffna has
had a full five day week since May this year when all schools
re-opened for the Second Term. No school during this period,
would bave had a student attendance exceeding perhaps fifty
per cent of the students on roll. Eightytwo schools, it is said
were closed indefinitely.

. In Vadamaradchi and Valigamam North, and in certain other
areas the problem of the education of * the children has been
very acute-, [he children had no houses to live, they had no
schools to attend. [Some 7000 families have lost their houges
in Valigamam North, according to reports ‘from Citizens Com=
nolittees-]

The only areas where there was a measure
was in the Vaddukoddai Electorate, and the Man
But even here, problems of travel and the conti
tion of work by the announcement of hartals,
ing ‘Campaigns whole day curfews
away from school

of normality
‘] l:,/ { I

A 1n

ele

o2

ete., etc

The teachers in these areas

adjacent to camps had

wilh

nouses

to movs out with their children and

dependants.
The manager of a grocery store can run busi on
one 'door, but not the Principal of a school, He has either to

shut the gate and all the class

room doo
and keep all doors wide open.

5 or open the gates

|G Vol. 147 No. 35 -
Life Begins to Return Letter to the Editor
nued from page 1) Dear Sir,
( srasingham Hall Will Alles Commission be
ice ars burnt out Implemented?
{ i wely ‘the libra-
building hWas survived. Some: “The damage to the Jaffoa
t that som® of these Teaching Hospital consequent to
buildings should be kept "y iiing by the security forces
a 1omorials to the ‘war 10 .= i ated to be around 64
the Norih Jakhs” — S.R. August 22nd 1987,
The A may have gone Alles Commission it is under-
it they I us  their OWD o564 had recommended the payment
1 mioes. These ¢ compassations to the victims
have been il inted through-  gither Lilled or got maimed in the
( Vad dchy, some of ‘hef“ jaffna Teaching Hospital due to
o very small but they are b8 ‘chene fired from the Jafina Army !
igh to blow your leg off as Camp. f
e already found :
i s also been Peopls in Jaffoa wonder .
Al T 15 patvral- whether every one of those te ¥
‘j_/ e pBogle Hie ant to go Whom compensations have been
back to their homes. In Jaffoa, recommended would receieve the

awards, for according to press
reports they pretty well know that
out of the victims to whom Lional |
Fernando Commission recommended

compensations in 1981 onlya few

I heard one man mutter * Muru
ga’ before he opened the door of
a hanse. In Vadamaradchy and
Jaffoa whilst a lot of activity has

resumed one caa still sense that

the place bas been through a got benif:lttd while the rest did
trauma. In Vadamaradchy most no_t obtain any payments. Thg
of the pzople haven’t returned, point out ths_]aﬂna Public Library a]
few buses are ruannning, only to be a glaring example. Lionﬂﬂ‘

Fernando Commission had recom
mended a sum of Rs. 10.2 million
to be paid to the burnt Jaffna
Public Library. ¢

Proffessor Mr. K. Nesiah
commenting on the burning of
the 150 years old Point Pedro
Heartly College Library by the
Security Forces on September 1st
1684, said that the funds for the
rebuilding of ths burnt Library
should come from the centrai gov-
ernment fuods and that funds have
already been allocated that p_uj,tpo»_:'\
(S. R. September 15, 1984.)

What was said about the
burnt Heartly College Library
should equally apply in every
other context particularly to the
hospital victims to whom com-
pessations  had  already been
recommended and the Jaffioa Red
Cross Society and all other relief

faw shops ate open, gardens look
untended and the. debris of war
lying everywhere. This is also
true of the area arouad the Fort,
Tpe plain in front of Veerasin-
gham Hall whers bullock cart ra-
ces wera once held is now den-
sely over grown, if one wants te
go for a stroll there they would
be advised to take a mine detec:
tor and a machete.

Tourists

Ia Jafna one also sees a
new phemomenen, the Jaffna man
as a tourist, eager to see for him-
self things that he had only been
able to read about, and whby net
the Peninsula can now rival if
not sarpass Anuradhapura as a
place to see magnificient ruins.
The difference’ being  tbat Anura-
dapura and Jaffna highlight diff-
erent but yet all tco real aspects

of Sri Laoka’s ' civilisation” organisations should see they obtain:
which lest we forget goes back them. . 2, b
2500 years. 8. Naduduzab il J
Life is returning to the North 22.8:87. Koddaddy.
but it is iar from normal yet, i vl
The topsy turvy siaie toat bie roof. But like all the citizens of

bhad become was graphicaly sym-"
bolised im Jaffea by the sight
of a goat winich bad managed
to get itself siranded on top of

With the PEACE ACCORD bringing life back to normal, !
School heads are faced with a very responsible task It is not
merely the task ol finding enough school days to satisfy the |
code but lhe task of winning over teachers and parents of the |
chidren 10 makig them supmit to' certain extra' discipline to
make education mianinglul, to the children for the rest of the

year \What these disciplines are 1s for the Principal and teache!
to determind.

Time consuming frills in school life life that necessitate uns
necssary travel tor students and require the presence ot teachers

for duty., whie they have their own work in their class rooms,
should be avoided. e

Apart from the crippling effects of the political crisis of
the chud, there have been two factors that have not had a
£0od bealthy lmpact in our children because of a long period

of inaction 0o many hours of television and a lack of parens
tal involvement, e

the North he had adjusted re:
markably well to his predicament,
and he posed for the camera with
the aplomb of an M. G.R.

w0

Vi
At least for the third term this year it is good that oné |
of the parents, father or mother spends at least one hour
day with the school going child to assess the situation. Wi
should mnot forget that though the rubble of the four year wal
may be. cleared, the noxious of the siege still remains. ‘§
ewspapor at the G, P,0,, Sts Lanka under No. D/JIMI\N‘inIﬂ"‘;i “
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