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EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Secures a Doctorate

Miss Kunchithaleelavathy Sinna-
tambe, of the Colombo Campus
of the University of Sri Lanka,
has obtained the degree of Ph. D. in
Chemistry of the Sussex Univer-
sity. She has now resumed work
at the Colombo Campus. She is
a daughter of Mr. S. Sinnatambe
and the late Mrs. Sinnatambe of
Vaddukoddai, and an Old Girl of
Jaffna College.

The Federal Party
Celebrates its Silver Jubilee

The Federal Party Celebrated
its Silver Jubilee at a very largely
attended public meeting, held on
the 18th December, 1974, at the
Ramakrishna Hall, Wellawatte. It
was presided over by tke President
of the Party, Mr. A. Amirthalin-

gam, and commenced with a
welcome song by Mrs. Mangayar-
karasi Amirthalingam. The title
of “ Mootharinjar”  was then

conferred on Mr. S. J. V.(Chelva-
nayagam, the TLeader ff the
Party, by . Mr. .S. Thohdaman,
President of the Ceylon Workers’
Congress, and a ‘Ponnad;‘ti’ was
presented to him by Mr. V., Ananda-
sangari, M. P. for Kilinochchi.

A book entitled ‘Tamil-
amirtham,” narrating the political
biography of Mr. Amirthalingam,
was released by Mr. C. Rajadurai,
M. P. for Batticaloa and the first
copy was bought by Mr. V., S,
Thurairajah, Another book on the
late Mr. Sivakumaran was released
by Mr. S. Kathiravetpillai, M. P,
for Kopay, and presented to his
parents.

In addition to those mentioned
above, Mr. Chelvanayakam also
addressed the gathering.

The F. P, has planned to
hold its Silver Jubilee Celebrations
also in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces.

Wedding

St. John's Church, Chundikuli,
was the scene of a pretty wedding
on Saturday, the 28th December,
at 4 p. m., when Mr. Charles Na-

vasatnarajah, a son of Mr. J. C,
Charles, retired Vice-Principal of
Jaffua Central College, and Mrys.

Charles of Nallur, led to the altar
Miss Harriet Indrani Chelliah, the
only daughter of Mr. J. T. Chelliah,
Vice-Principal of St. John's College,
Jaffua, and Mrs. Chelliah, Principal
of Chundikuli Girls’ College. 7The
Rev. A. ]J. C. Selvaratnam officia-
ted at the solemnisution and the
Ven. J. J. Gnanapraigasam, the
Archdeacon of Jaffna, offered the
special prayers. The Rev. J. J.
Ratnayagam preached the homily,

A reception followed at the bride's
regidence,

us sight.

. A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR |
O Lord, our only Saviour, we cannot bear alone
our load of responsibility; wp-bear us under if.

look without seeing unless Thow purge our sight;
We read without comprehending, unless T hou

5

We
grant

open our understanding; give us intellivence. Nothing

¢ upon wus;

Tlhou our unbelief.
in. our hope.

Thee.

)

WCC urges Uruguay to
correct “False, Defamatory”
Statements

The World Council of Churches
has taken strong exception to
*“ false and defamatory references ”
to the WCC contained in a decree
issued by the Uruguayan Govern-
ment on December 5. Unless these
statements are corrected within 15
days, the World Council reserves
the right to take legal action.

Dr. Alan A. Brash, Deputy
General Secretary of the WCC,
sent a cable to President Juan
Bordaberry on December 16 pro-
testing statements about the Coun-
cil in a government order shutting
down the publication Mensajero
Valdense, an official organ of the
Waldensian Evangelical Church
published in Paysandu, Uruguay.

Dr. Brash held these state-
ments to be a violation of the
right to religious liberty sanctioned
by instruments of the United
Nations and the Organisation of
American States (OAS), which
have been ratified’ by Uruguay.

According to the Uruguayan
Government decree, the World
Council of Churches promotes sub-
versive activity at world level.
Until 1972, said the decree, it
was led by ‘““the North American
Marxist C. Blake” and now was
led by “ Mr. Philips (sic) Potter,
who propagates chaos and anarchy
as the means for social change,
invariably favouring Marxist sub-
version on the five continents,”

Specific reference was made
in the government decree to an
editorial in the July 1974 issue

of Mensajero Valdense mentioning
the economic aid given by WCC-
related churches to groups in Uru-
guay, Chile, Vietnam and Africa.
The Waldensian publication was,
therefore, held to have aided and
abetted “ those who practice armed
subversion on the national terri-
tory.” (Tha Waldensian Church
in Uruguay is not a ‘member of
the World Council of Churches.)
In hic cable to President
Bordaberry, Dr. Brash also urged
respect for the religious liberty
and freedom of expression of
churches and individuals in Utry.
guay, whether they are related to
the WEC or not & P 8§

we can do unless Thou prosper the w
“O prosper Thou our hand: work.”
weak; out of weakness make us strohg.
peril of death; come and heal us.
We hope; let us not be disappointed
We love; grant us to love much, to love
ever more and more, to love all and most of all to love
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.
% of our hands %
We are 3

We are in ;

We believe; help |
g
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g

;

Grant this, we humbly beseech Thee, for the
sake of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Amen.

Christina G. Rossetti.

OBITUARY

The death occured with tragic
suddenness on Wednesday, the
the 18th December, 1974, at her
residence in Araly of Elizabeth
Gnanapooranam Mailvaganam, the
wife of the late Mr. G. K. Mail-
vaganam, retired teacher of Jaffna
Central College. The cause of
her death has not been yet de-
fintely ascertained. Her body was
found in the morning of Friday,
the 20th December, fallen on the
back verandah of her house. It
is thought possible that she died
of natural causes; but still the
possibilty of murder has not been
ruled out. The results of the
examination of her skull by the
Government Analyst are awaited.

She was a daughter of the
late. Mr. & Mrs. S. V. Vythilingam
of Pandaterruppu and was 84
years of age. She had her
education at the Uduvil Girls'
School.  She was noted for her
strength of character, generous
nature and a strong faith in the
Lord.

The funeral took place on
Saturday, the 21st December, the
service at home being conducted
by the Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan.
Mr. S. J. Manickam, worker in
charge of the Araly Church, paid
a tribute to her life. Her remains
were then interred at the Araly
Church cemetery, the committal

APy O S I

rites Dbeing  performed by the
Rev. Mr. Sugunananthan, assisted
by Mr. Manickam.

The deceased lady leaves

behind Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Mahendran
Mailvaganam, Mr. & Mrs. Mahesan
Mailvaganam, Mr. & Mrs. Gnanen-
dran Mailvaganam (sons and
daughters-in-law) ;  Mr, & Mrs. A,
Mathiaparanam  (son-in-law and
daughter);  Mr. B. V. Ariaratnam
(brother) ; Mrs. Sornam Amirtha-
lingam, Mrs. Parimalam Ponnusamy
and Mrs, Athisayam Anandarajah
(sisters) ; several grand-children;
and a large circle of friends and
telatives to mourn her sudden
death,

THESE 150 YEARS:

Reflections — 11
(Contd. from the last issue)

Complementary to the idea of
life-long education is the concept
of the learning society. The work
of the full-time scheol has to be
balanced by “the school - without-
walls,” or “the village as school.”
The work of the school gets re-
levance by being integrated in the
life and work of the community
—may be through study-cum-service
projects. The adoption of a farm,
a factory, a ship, an entire village
can be mutually educative for both
parties. Other educational resour-
ces can be the Council House,
the Courts of Law, the Port, the
Market, tae Cooperative. If for
Some, school learning is the ans-
wer, for many it is self-learning
from the surroundings; and for all,
direct experiences in the world of
work help in informed choice of
careers.

The fuller answer to the pro-
blem is to be found in developing
Adult Education programmes,
whether for university graduates,
secondary school leavers, or school
drap-outs and kept-outs. Not only
will education at the adult stage
meet the vocational needs that
may arise then, it is at that
mature age that some persons free
themselves from the limitations and
miseducation of traditional schooling.
Education as a process of libera-
tion for social justice! Education
for ‘' conscientization’ (awareness-
building ) !

The challenge then to the
Protestant Christian Schools, heirs
to a great tradition of pioneering
service in the field of education
in Sri Lanka, is to readjust
themselves to the demands of this
age. So far as the North is
concerned, they would do well
to come together in a regional
co-ordinating  council — to  plan
a strategy of development and

transformation so that they are
able to make a nore dynamic
contribution. However, it is the

Study Institute and Navajeevanam
that between then can serve as
means of providing non-formal
educational programmes on a mas§
scale, initiate new forms of
education answering to the needs
of a new social order, and sponsor
the publication of books on
modern subjects. In this wise,
we may be able to amply fulfil
the dreams of the founding fathers
of 1823, made more real by a
fresh. prophetic vision of the
emerging conditions of the fourth
quarter of this century,

K. Nesiah
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The Path of Faith

To all readers of The Morning Siar, 1 offer my best wishes, as

its regular reader and subscriber, now for over sixty years.

I pray

that the good Lord, whom we love and serve, and in whom is our
trust, will bless you all richly in the New Year, and help every one
to be a blessing to our country and to all people among whom we

live and move.

No one can

to our Churches and hemes, or to our country and our people.

be certain, of course, of what 1975 brings to us,

But,

prosperity or adversity, joy or sorrow, victory or defeat, they are not

really very different from one another.

It is the path of Faith which

we take, that will make all the difference to our life, as individuals

or groups, small or large.

With God, or without God, will
perity without God will be advergity:
of our life, will really be prosperity.

Faith is a subject dealt
Testament, and in the New.

with

make a great difference. Pros-
adversity, with God as partner
This is certain.

in our Bible, both in the Old

Maﬁy people have a wrong idea that Faith is only believing

certain facts as correct.

Belief in certain facts or ideas is only a part

of Faith. St. John wrote about Faith asa great weapon, which gave

to man victory in the battles of life.

See 1 John 5:4. St. Paul

wrote that Faith was ‘shield,’ an important armour, for every soldier

to put on.
thy @10 6 12,

See Ephesians 6:16;
The same idea is expressed in Hebrews

I Timo-
1104523,

also I Thessalonians 5 : 8

Faith is, primarily, commitment of one’s life and all into God's

Hand., Faith means placing one’s trust in God, and not in
This

or on anything he possessed.

oneself

Faith is a great Power, which

enables a man or woman or child, to face bravely any difficulty. It

enables one to walk through dark valleys and

lonely deserts, with

courage and peace of mind; and also without uncertainities or doubts,

or any despair.

Those interested may look at Psalm 31:5; 37:3; 37:5; 115; 11;
118 : 8; Isaiah 26:4; 50:10; Jeremiah 17:7; St. Mathew 13 58;
17:20; St. Luke 17:6; St. John 14:12.

Whatever may come in 1975, if enly we would walk in the path
of Faith, with full trust in our God, there is not the slightest doubt,
that this New Year will be to our Churches and members, as well
as to our country, a time of great prosperity and forward march.

To every reader, I offer my best wishes for a happy and blessed
New Year. Every day, let us be walking in the path of Faith,

Rev, Dy. James 8. Mather

World Food Conference
By E. P. Rasiah

Nothing is older than the strug-
gle for food. From the time the
primitive  hunters stalked the
animals of the jungle and the
cultivators dug the ground to
induce grain to grow, man has
been battling with hunger. History
is replete with his failures. The
Bible has chronicled one famine
after another. Feod was in such
short supply in ancient Athens,
that visiting merchent vessels were
compelled to share their food-
supplies with the city-folks, Romans
had prayed at the feet of Olympus
for food. Every generation in
medieval Europe  had suffered
from famine. The extremely poor
are said to have eaten cats, dogs
and the droppings of " birds, Some
starving mothers had eaten their
dying  children consequent o
unbearable hunger, Famine hag
driven certain people of backward
countries to resort even to canni.
balism,

According to Leste Brown,
'llleading food »xpert from (], S, A,
The world’s reserves of grain
{ust now haye reached 22 yearg’

low level —equal to 26 days
supplies as against 95 days’
supplies in normal times. Even
the U.S.A. was no longer the
bottomless cornicopia that it once
was,” Against this gloomy back-
drop, nearly a 1000 delegates from
about a 100 nations and a dogen
International organisations  had
gathered in Rome recently for the
World Food Conference sponsored
by the U. N. O. It was the
first instance of a concerted global
effort in history to tackle the
problem of hunger. For 12 days,
the  delegates bhad  discussed
measures, ‘‘to secure food for
the starving aud also about a
drive to mobilise technological and
financial aids from the wealthy,
industrial and oil-exporting States
'to help along 100 poorer nations
Increase their food ouput.” A
Committee of 36 member nations,
including Ceylon, has been appointed
to implement the decisions.

Parson Thomas Malthus, an
English + conotist, nearly a century
ago had predicted ‘' that the
populatior  would out-run man's
capacity to produce food. Of
nearly half a  million people
suffering from some form of hunger,

rvation each \vgek
d Latin America.
shortages of

10,000 die of stal
in Africa, Asia an
‘here were severe EETAD
;'lolod in Brazil and Bangla Deshl.o
India alone will m'eed 8 to ¥

million tons of food in the en'su 0%
year from outside sogrces, ¥
else 30 million people will ha‘:.: 8
starve. Experts say t!lat In 1atl
2.2% annual population grow'x
rate will double the cou‘n]t'r_vs
current population of 596 rml ions
by the year 2000 A. D. leewise,
there is the prospect of pgpula;t;n
explosion in other countr‘le?. e
apparent inability or unWIllmgngss
of many under-developed : countries
to adopt family-planning has

embittered many agricultural econo-
mists.

Shepherd, a News-paper
Correspondent, has reported that

“In the worst affected areas of
Bangla Desh, gruel-kitchen, have
been installed. They provide a
watery mess of broken wheat
with fragments of pumpkin and
some leafy vegetables. In one
village even Hindus ( traditionally
vegetarians ) were consuming dead

cattle and buffaloes driven by
starvation.”
Norman Barlorg, winner of

the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize for
his development of wheat strains,
has < said ‘“‘...you cannot have
political stability based on empty
stomachs and poverty.” We know
shortages and high prices of food
have contributed to the toppling
of governments in certain
countries — Haile Selassie, Emperor
of Ethiopia being the latest
victim. Dr. John Knowles, Presi-
dent of the Rockfeller Foundation,

bhas warned.” We will see in-
creasing famine, pestilence and
the extermination of a large

number of people, if early action
is not taken by waorld-leaders.”

Severe drought threatened the
wells and tanks — the life-line of
the cultivators of North-Ceylon —
to go dry; but the recent raing
have averted that calamity. It is,
however, feared that the paddy
harvest will fail and 1975 may
turn out to be a year of Famine,
Will Jaffna too be forced to face
the fate of Bangla Desh and
experience its distress and hardships?
Timely action is needed on the
part of all.

The Fifth Assembly of the
Asian Church Women’s
Conference

BY MARJORIE JEYASINGAM

The Asian Church Women's
Conference (A. C. W. C.) came into
existence sixteen years 480 when
seventy Church women leaders
came together in Hongkong as
the first Assembly in October,
1958.

As a result of the second
World War radical changesg took
place in Asia and her relationg} 1ps,
Nations were gradually regaining
Independence in these regions,
Asian Churches were emerging with
a renewed faith in God and a peyw
sense of being God's Church placeq
in the settings of their own Dations

Wedding

Methodist Church, Kolupit:lyl,
was the scene of a pretty wedding,
on Saturday, the 28th .Deceml')er,
1974, when Mr. Pathmajeyan MI!IS,
son of Mr. & Mrs. C. T. E. M¥]]s
of Green Villa, Manipay, married
Miss Seethaluxmy Sinnatamby,
daughter of Mr. & Mirs, A. T,
Sinnatamby of Ratnahara Place,
Dehiwala. The Rev. S. M. Jacob
officiated, assisted by the Rev. D,
R. Ambalavanar. The homily was
preached by the Rev. Dr. James
S. Mather.

and Churches. These motivating
factors led to the formation of the
Ay G W 1C8-las  any oygan’ ‘of
continuing fellowship, uniting the
Church Women in witness and ser-
vice,

The A. C. W. C. works in
association with the Christian Con-
ference (C. C. A.)’ It consists of
women belonging to the membe._
Churches of the C. C. A. in seveny
teen countries in Asia.

Its main project is the pro-
motion of the Fellowship of the
I.east Coin, a worldwide ecumenical
movement of Prayer. The least
coin, often despised and rejected,
has become a miracle when it has
been set aside with concern and
love for those in pain, distress,
famine, war counditions etc. One
cannot estimate the mighty deeds
it has done in the utmost parts
of the earth.

The A. C. W. C. normally
meets. every four years. The
Assembly brings together women
representatives from Churches in
seventeen countries, besides frater-
nal delegates and guests from other
parts of the world for a time of
fellowship and enrichment as well
as to set forth goals for the next
four years.

Wattana  Wittiya Academy,
situated on a large and beautiful
campus in Bangkok, the first
Boarding School for Girls in Thai-
land started by the Protestan;
Missionaries from U, S, A. in May
1874, was the venue of the 5th
Assembly of the A. C: W G,
Hundred and ten delegates ang
observers, fraternal delegates ang
guests met there from October
18—24 1927 to live, share, study,
discuss, listen and Pray together. ’

The Conference starte
morning of the 18th when dele-
8ates marched in thejr Dational
cf)stgxnes with their Nationa] Flags
singing the Conference hymn
Raise the Cross, sign of Victory,”
The Thailand Theologica] Semix};'
ry. Orchestra Choir with  th ar
stringed  instruments Peculiar etlo

Thailand gave special
. . r i
of Thai Music which lent i::qem-]gs
to the opening worshj Siadan
Wattana Internationa) Churaétl ,the
0 |

d on the

Greetings

were ty
H. E. Deputy Minise, g;\ep b
tion, Dr. Kaw S“’adl"f’am hh(!uca.
ral - Secretary of gy, €h, Genpe.-
Dr. Yap Kim Hay - G, A,
cipal of the Theolo'g{acl;?éhe Prin.
lhe Vice Chairmay, ”emlnary_
W. C. Mrs. Ang i Kai]e Avg,
absence of the haj b in the
the inaugural Message, | N gave

( To be Sontinyeq J
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