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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Children’s Rally

The Annual Children’s Rally
of the J. D. C.S. I. will take place
at Uduvil on Saturday, the 19th
inst. I[t®will be a whole day pro-
gramme. A Bible Knowledge Test
in all churches of the Diocese on
Sunday, is a new feature of the
programme this year. It is open
to all children of the Diocese and
the winner of the first place gets
an attractive award of Rs. 100/-
in cash.

The programme for the Week

is in charge of the Director of
the sRwE: B., | Rev. :N. W. G.
Sugunarajah and the children’s

work assistants, Messrs. S. Ratna-

vel and S. Manopavan. The
theme of the Week is “God
Reigns ”.
Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s
‘ Appeal’
The Appeal of the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi is

scheduled to come up for direction
before the Chief Justice, Mr. A.
N. Ray, on July 14 when the
-geurtsve-opens after the ' suminer
vacation.

Four expert translators have
been appointed by the Registrar
of the Supreme Court to approve
the translations of the records from
Hindi into English which is ex-
pected to run into 1200 printed
pages. The vacation Judge, Mr.
V. R/ Krishna Iyer had directed
that the translations and other
necessary preparations must be
completed within ten days of his
order, (The order was made on
June 23.)

St. John’s — Youth League

At the Annnal General Meet-
ing of the St. John's Church
Youth ILeague held recently at
Fig Hall, Chundikuli, the follow-
ing were elected as office-bearers
for the year 1975/ 1976:—

Patron: Rev. A. J. C. Selva-
ratnam; Secretaries: Edwin Tham-
byiah and Thanja Cumarasamy ;

Committee: G. Rahulan, B. W.
Chinniah, Peter  Selvaratnam,
Nayanthi Navaratnam and Sugi
Frapeis, Y

World Y. M. C. A.

An Indian businessman, Mr,
M. K.: Philip has been elected
President of the World Alliance of
Y. M. C. As, He is a member of
the Syrian Orthodox Church and
President of the Indian Y., M. C. A.
and has been Vice President of
the World Organisation since 1973.

He succeeds the late Hon.
E. Makonnen, Ex-Premier of Ethi-
opia who was among 60 persons
executed on November 23, last
"Elfy

NANDYAL DIOCESE JOINS THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

An unbappy episode in the
history of the Church Union Move-
ment in South India is now being
bappily settled in the integration
of the Nandyal Diocese with the
Church of South India. A solemn
service of integration took place
i Nandyal on Sunday, the
6th of July, 1975 at which the
Moderator of the Church of South
India, the Most Rev. Ananda Rao
Samuel and the Moderator of the
Church of North India, the Rt,
Rev. E. S. Nasir officiated.
This Diocese will thus become
the 18th Diocese of the Church
of South India. The Diocesan
Council will soon be couvened and
procedures will go ahead for the
appointment and consscration of
the Bishop of the Diocese.

Nandyal was an Archdeaconry
in the former Anglican Diocese of
Dornakal. Although ths Dornakal

Diocese overwhelmingly voted to
become part of the C.S.I. in
1947 about 20 Clergy of this
Archdeaconry followed by nearly
25,000 Christians decided to stay
out creating a very complicated
problem both for th« 5. L. and

the then Auglican F - e of the
Church of India, Burn Pakistan
and Ceylon Until the ormation
of the C. M. I. in 197G :he Nan-

dyal Diccese was directly adminis-
tered by the Metropaolitan from
Calcutta with the assistance of a
Bishop on the spot. With the
inauguratiou of the C., N. . it be-
came clear that the existence of
this Diocese as a separate entity
was wholly inconsistent. We are
glad that the people in Nandyal
themselves have realised this and
have voted to become part of the
Church of South India. The Dio-
cese now consists of about 40,000
Christians.
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The_annual Children’s Rally
will be held on Saturdzy, the 19th
of July at Uduvil as a full day
programme. Following will be
the .programme for the day :—

8-30 a. m. — Arrival

9-00 a. m. — Opening Service
9-45 a. m. — Procession
10-30 a. m. — Refreshments

Children’s Rally

10-45 a. m,— ‘' Virutham’ - Compe.
tition and items by
Churches
12-15 p. m. — Lunch Break
2-00 p. m. — Singing Competition
and items by Chur-
ches
4-00 p. m. — Closing Service
4-30 p. m, — Refreshments

Cross Country Festival

Enthusiasm ran high at the
Cross Countiy Festival at Jaffna
College (for the first time orga-
nised by the Secondary School)
when 114 boys and 49 girls entered
for the races which were run on
Saturday, the 5th of July. This
was the first oecasion when girls
entered for the event, an appro-
priate gesture to mark the Inter-
national Women’s Year.

Atputhanithy T. (Senior Group)
and Vasanthy S. (Junior Group)
among the girls finished first while
G. 5. Gunathayalan (Senior Group)
and P. Sivakumar (Junior Group)
emerged champions among the
boys.

All competitors took off from
the Bicknell Field, the girls cutting
through the Thunavi Palmyrah
groves for a distance of about two
miles and the boys dashing
through the fields of sangarathai
and Navaly covering a distance
of seven miles, emerg ng on the
Sapgarathai — Navaly Road at a
point beyond *‘ Vallt. 'y Aru".

A Variety Entesiainment in
the school Hzll provicd.d the neces-
sary relaxation after the day’s
strenous events, The Principal,
Mr. A, R. Kadirgamar and Mrs,
Kadirgamar ofiiciated @s Patrons

U. S. Medallion for
Cevlon Woman

A woman-writer from Colombo,
Mrs. Anne Ranasinghe will shortly
receive a winner’'s Medallion in
the Second Annual ' All Nations
Poetry Contest” held recently in
the United States. 36 countries
and 36 U.S. States participated
in the Contest and 2619 poems
were submitted for this world-wide
Poetry Competition,

The entry by Mrs. Anne
Ranasinghe was entitled ** Renuka's
Departure.” The selected® poems
will be includéed in an antheology
to be published soon. This is
not Mrs. Ranasinghe’s first re-
cognition, The Keats Poetry Prize
was awarded to her last year by
a London Publishing House for
her poem “‘ Flying Fish.” She is
also the author of a radio drama
about Ceylon, ‘ The Quiet Road.”

Mrs, Fanasinghe is also ofteg
heard om programmes of the Sri
Lanka Broadcasting Corporation.

of the Festival and Mr. G. Raja-
nayagam as the Organising Secret-
ary. There were in all two Re-
ferees, 22 Judges and 7 Judges on
wheels, who officiated at the Meet,

Internal Matter

The U.S. Secretary of State, -
Dr. Henry Kissinger has directed
the U. S. officials to refrain from
making any comment on the
developments in India. Officials
describe the developments as ““an
internal matter ” concerning India,

OBITUARY
Mr. E. G. Muthvaloe

We  regret to record the
death which took place in Colombo
on Friday, the 27th of June of
Mr. Edward G. Muthuvaloe (71),
retired accountant, Royal College,
Colombo. The funeral took place
in Colombo on Saturday, 28th of
June at his residence at Borella,
Rev. A. H. Cooper officiated at
the Service assisted by Rev. S. A.
Muthuvaloe, a brother of the
deceased.

He leaves behind his wife,
three children and a large number
of relations to bemoan his sudden
parting.

[ ]

Mr. P. T. Joha

We are sorry to record the
death which occurred at Kerala
on the 27th of June of Mr: P,
Thomas Jobn (70), who was en
the Staff of Jaffna College from
1946 — 1963. Joining Jaffna College
after 15 years of teaching experi-
ence at the American College,
Madura, Mr. John served also on
the Siaff of the Undergraduate
Section where he lectured to the
London B. Sc. classes.

Outside the classroom, he took
a full share of school activities.
He was Manager of the College
Co-operative Store, President of
the Round Table and the College
Y. MOCAT

Mr. P.T. John is the brother-
in-law of Mr. K. T. John, former
Head Master of the Uduppiddy
Boys’ School and of Rev, V. B.
Kurien, Bursar, U. T. C., Banga-
lore. The address of Mr. K. T.
John is “ Karimparampil House",
Thalavady, Tiruvella, . Kerala.

St. James’ Church, Nallur

MISSION SERVICES
(i TAMIL)

Conducted by the

REVEREND CANON
S. D. HORSHINGTON, B. D.

on 24, 25, 26 JULY
Daily at 6 p. m.

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Congregational Singing *

commences at 5-18. b mp W
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Our Children must be drawn closer to the Church
he Religious Education Board
commences on Sunday (13th)
much in our thoughts.

The Children’s Week organised by t
of the Jaffna Diocese of the C. S. I
and during this week our children will be very

Time was when our Christian children had th.e. : advantage of
being brought up in the protected atmosphere (?f Mission compouud.s
with a church and school nestled in the foliage of agepld tre.es:.
But today the whole set-up and climate have changed. Qur children find
themselves in the “orbit” of a dauntingly complex world. \Ve may.be
able to draw some of them on Saturdays and Sundays for Choir Practice
or Sunday Schools. But a large number are on the periphery. They
are neither in the Church nor out of it. Private tuition on Sundays
prevents some from church services and church activities: indifference
of parents keeps back a few: the week-end film lures a good many
while a fourth group is attracted by claims made by other sects
which exploit the interest displayed by children in beat music and
other histrionic performances.

Galloping inflation, soaring cost of living, worsening recession,
lean harvests — these are some Of the marked features of the ‘‘lands-
cape” the children see around ‘hem. Apart from material poverty,
there also looms large before them the prospect of mental and spiritual
poverty which they witness in their schools and even centres of higher
learning. Eight hundred students have been “caught” engaged in
various kinds of malpractices at the O. L. Examination and four
hundred more cases are under investigation. At the university level
there is an utter disregard for human personality and many ‘‘innocents”
are the victims of mass thuggery. Yet it is these “innocents” who
later as ‘seniors’ have helped over the years to perpetuate a tradition
which has today assumed the proportion of a national nightmare.

The contemporary situation in the world of the young poses a
great challenge to the Christian Church and particularly to those
engaged in Work among the Young. Itisin this world in Sri Lanka
today that we are called upon to instal the rule of God. H. G.
Wells is reported to have said more than fifty years ago that we
are all engaged in a race between Education and Catastrophe. The
role of the Christian Church today is to prevent ‘‘Catastrophe”
overtaking ‘‘ Education” and this is a task to which teachers, parents
and the whole Christian community have to dedicate themselves
prayerfully in the years ahead.

it is imperative, in this context, that our children should be kept
closer to the Church. While it is the responsibility of the R. E. B.
to see that our children have a full catd of Church activities, the
parent plays a key role in the success or failure of our church-oriented
programmes. Where the parents do not set an example in regular
church worship or in regular church giving, we cannot expect children
to adopt a better code of behaviour. Parents will de well to recollect

Joseph Jou.bert’s maxim :— ‘' Children stand more in need of example
than criticism, ”

There is a beautiful legend about Zacchaeus, the tax collector,
whom our Lord “found” on the sycamore tree. When he became
an ol'd man he spent his old age in his home town of Jericho. Every
morning at_sunrise he left home with a . pitcher of water and brought
back the pitcher empty. His wife often wondered what he did with
the water. One day she followed him secretly. He went straight to
the tree on which he first saw the Lord. He poured water about
tl?e tree’s roots. He pulled some weeds here and there and passed
h|.s hand fondly over the age-old trunk. Then he turned away home
with a smile of gratitude. When his wife asked him why he took
such care of the tree, his quiet and simple reply was, “It was the
Tree which brought me to Him,"”

The “age-old tree” looks up to the children to watet her ‘roots’
and to pluck the weeds here and there which sap her stremgth., In

the sultry climate which prevails in our island today, she needs our
constant care,

DEVOTIO ; 1
DEVOTIONAL constitute a4 special atrea that

belongs to God and of which He
is Lord and that all besides this
sphere i3 outside God's concern

The earth is the Lord’s and
the fullness thereof....

e and power.

“The earth is the Lord's”

: While of necessity, there are says the Psalmist. “In the
PfleStS, d{urches, and holy days, beginning God created the heavens
i.e. special religious men set and the earth” says the Book
apart to do special religicus tasks, of Genisis, The whole -creation
special buildings wher: people belongs to God. A document
gather for worship an¢ special issued during the war said that
days to commemorate religious to assert that there is any depart-

events, there can be me grzater
wistakke than to think that these

ment of life that is outside God's
purview is & dangerous heresy,

THE INITIATIVE
District Ch

political,

Problems  whether
or

economic, communal
Janguage, they are all fundamentally
spiritual problems. As long ﬂf
man does not change and does
not want to change, his pro.blems
also continue to Brow. It is not
only the Christian faith but also
a human experience that no good
fruits can ever come of a ba.d
tree. \We as members of this
Synod do realise this trulh'once
again and affirm that salvation of
our country lies only in the hands
of such inwardly changed leaders.

Today we talk a lot about
the injustice and the dcni?l of
fundamental rights by the majority
community towards the minority.
We raise a cry for justice and
say that because one is born a
Tamil one is denied one’s rights.
While this is true we like to
know on the other hand how
many majority Tamils are pre-
grant the same funda-
mental rights to the minoricy
Christian community. This is a
question I am beginning to ask
myself after watching the situation
in Jaffoa. Is not a Christian
denied his fundamental rights just
because he is aCl;ristian? While
we as christians are prepared to
be stripped of our rights and
previleges for the sake of our
faith, we raise the doubt as to
whether there is any sincerity in
that cry for justice.

Whether we like it or not
we have got to live together as
citizens of this country whether
we are of different community,
religion and race, and for this it
is the majority community that
should win the trust and confi-
dence of the minority community
and come forward to do justice.
The initiative must always come
from the majority. The christian
church can do a great deal in
promoting this good will. But as
a Church we have forgotten this
great mission of reconciliation.
We have learnt to seek security
and safety within the four walls
of the church. The winds of
change that blow outside the
Church in the political and social
fields never touch us. The ecry
for justice and revolution outside
the Church_ is never heard by us.
We have become a deaf and
selfish lot that care only for ocur
place, safety and security. It is
necessary for us to know what

social,

pared to

MUST COME FROM THE MAJORITY ,
airman at Methodist Synod ]

the place of the Church is in
the context of the new revolution,
1 am glad that the subject for
onr conversation on the work of *
God at this Synod is on the
subject of Church and the New

Revolution.

This year is also being ob-
served as the year of Evengelism.
The great question in evengelism
today is bhow to make God and
religion relevant to our society.
it is how to find the secular
meaning of the gospel. How to
adjust God and religion to secular
society. But this according to
the Biblical faith is entirely a
wrong question. The essential
question of the Biblical faith is
not how religion can be adjusted
to secular society, but what the
Bible has to say about our
secular  society. Making Ged
relevant to man is not evengelism.
But mazking man relevant to God
that is evangelism. Evangelism
is not to get God to understand
the language of the secular man.
But rather it is to get the secular
man to understand God's language.
The task of religion is to trans-
form Reome, the secular city into
Jerusalem the sacred city. The"
choice before wus is, shall Jeru- '
salem be lost in Rome or_shall
Rome become Jerusalem.

The sin of the Church is
that it has becme relevant to
society. But the essence of the
Christian faith is its inability to
adjust to morally lax society. It
is never a permissive faith. The
goal of the prophets was not to
make religion relevant to their
society, but to make their society
relevant to Biblical faith and
moral values.

This is Evangelism and itis
to this task that we are commited
as a church., We cannot do this

unless we become  obedient to
this calling to transform the
secular into the sacred. It is a
difficult task and we cannot da
this unless we get out of the
ghetto and get involved in and

identified with situations around
us. That means taking a risk"
and Evangelism is taking that
risk in the name of God,

: Iwae are prepared to take
tfus .nsk In perfect obedience
God is there to take care of His.
work in His world,

When  Archbishop Willian
Temple, during the General Strik s
of 1926 in England, suggested a
solution to Prime Minister Baldwit,
the latter thought that he had
scored a great hit when he
tetorted with the question, “ How
would the Church like the Cabinet
to revise the 39 articles
Book of Common Prayer?
greatly to the credit of William
Temple that during a life of
ix'xcessant activity, Temple never
t{n:d of stressing the lordship of
God over every department, aspect
and activity of the world,

in the
Itis

The point, howaver,
and is written g over th
So though ey ;
life may have

is plain
e Bible.
ety department of *
its own ryl

f ules, none
g‘ g:s;n c[an declare independence

+ Infact, Gog

_ s may ex
in each department a s‘rizte‘\peu
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