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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

J.D.,, C.S.1. Women’s
Fellowship

The J. D.,, C.S.I. Women’s
Fellowship observed October 12th
to the 18th as Christian Home
Week, when meetings in all the
Churches were organised and
conducted by Women and Youth.
The theme was taken from Joshua
24:15— ‘“But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord"".
The week's programme culminated
with the Christian Home Festival
held on the Ist of October at
the Uduvil Church. A large and
well represented gathering most
of them women met together to
parttake in a well planned pro-
gramme. It was however felt
that in keeping with the theme
more fathers and children could
also have been present. The Service
was led by Mrs. R. Ratnam.
The Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah,
Chairman of the North Ceylon
Methodist Church, presented a
very inspiring and illustrative
sermon on Religion for and in
the Home paying special signi-
ficance to each member of the
househaold including the servants.
The service was followed by tea.

A. L. Union Celebrations

Chundikuli Girls’ College

The Advanced Level Union
of Chundikuli Girls’ College con-
ducted its Annual Dinner on
Wednesday the 29th of October
at their School Hall. ‘About 200
students participated at this
function of whom thirty repre-
sented sister unions of other
colleges. Speeches were made by
Suganthy Hensman, the President
of the Union, Aloma Asirwatham,
Dushanthi Snell and Vanithajothy
Coomarasamy,

Thiraviyarajah Ratnarajah of
St. John’s College spoke on behalf
of the guests.

Jaffna College

The Advanced ILevel
of Jaffna College,
held its  Annual
Saturday the first instant
wath® SMrie J. | G, Asirwatham,
the District Judge, Chavakachcheri
as the Chief Guest. The function
was presided over by R, Prema-

Union
Vaddukoddai
Dinner on

chandran, the Preident of the
Union. Mr. Asirwatham in the
course of his speech said that

Fhe literary association of a college
1s & true index of the standard
and self discipline of the students
of the college. Students who held

important  positions in literary
associations are today holding
important position in the State.

He also zaid that the young
beople have an alert mind and
are able to distinguish between the
just  and unjust much more
quickly than the adults,

Youth Rally at Women’s
Centre

The Youth Federation of the
JDCSI held a Rally at Womens
Centre on Saturday the 25th of
October. It was presided over
by the Rev. N. W. G. Suguna-
rajah, Director of the R. E. B.
The main address of the day
was given by Mr. S. Jebanesan of the
Staff. of Jaffon College. He spoke on
the Role of the Christian Youth in
the advancement of the Society.”
An interesting discussion followed
at which the adult members of
the R. E. B, and students parti-
cipated. In the afternoon, the
youth debated whether the
employment of women affect the
progress of their families. Twenty-
two students spoke at this debate.

About Ninety students from
the yeuth leagues of the various
churches of the JDCSI attended
the Rally. At the end of the
meeting, Mr. A. Jeyakumarans
Youth Assistant of the R. E. B.’
thanked the speakers and the
participents for their presence and
support,

Wider Horizons for our
Teachers

Miss V. Arulanantham, B. Sc.
(Ceylon) of the Staff of Uduvil
Girls’” College has returned to her
school after a Post-Graduate Certi-
ficate in Education at Southlands
College of Education, Wimbledon,
London, specialising in Religious
Education. Her curriculum option
was curriculum planning and de-
velopment and her foundation
option was child psychology. As
she was the recipient of a WCC
Scholarship, she had the oppor-
tunity of visiting many churches
and attending conferences and semi-
nars during the vacation.

Miss C. Y. Sellaiah, Vice-
Principal of Uduvil Girls’ College
left early in September, having
gained admission to the University
of Oxford for a year's study in its
Department of Educational Studies.

We are happy at the in-
creasing opportunities our teachers
have, of equipping themselves for

the new era of education in Sri
Lanka.

Personal

Mr. Milroy R. Selvarajah,
Senior Appraiser and Postal Ap-
praiser, Customs, has been pro-
moted as Assistant Collector of
Customs. Mr. Selvarajah is a
member of the Executive Committee
of the Jaffna Diocese of the
Qs

The Principal,
Kadirgamar representing the
College and Lingeswary Chel-
lappah, V. Selvaratnam represen-
ting the Academy, also spoke at
the Dinper,

Mr. A.. R.

The Ceylon Home Bible
League

A meeting of the above League
was held on the 15th of October
at the Jaffna Y. M. C. A. The

Rev. W. Scott, Director of the
World Home League and Mr.
Sam  Buell, Director of the

Ceylon Home
the meeting.

The object of the W. H. B, L.
is to make the Bible available
in every home and. through its
auxiliary Project Philip, a Bible
study programme to strengthen
the churches in their outreach,

League addressed

OBITUARY
Mr. K. Sellathurai

Mr. Knight Sellathurai (81),
retired Station Master (Malaysia)
of Chankanai passed away last
week at his residence. He was
an active member of the Chankanai
Church.

Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
officiated at the Funeral Service
at his residence, assisted by Rev.
N. Kathiravelu and Mr. S. J¢
Manickam. A tribute to the life
and work of the deceased was
paid by Rev. N. Kathiravelu.

He leaves behind besides his
wife, four soms, Messrs Kirupai-
rajah, Jeyarajah, Selvarajah and
Yugarajah and three -daughters,
Mrs. P. Rajasaratnam, Mrs. P,
Alagaratnam and Mrs. P. Nesa-
rajah.

[ ]
Mr. T. Abraham Kandiah

We regret to record the death
which occurred on Sunday,. Octo-
ber 26th of Mr. T. A. Kandiah
(79), Retired Head Master, Erlalai
North. Mr. Kandiah held a large
place in the community at
Erlalai where he wae responsible
for many community projects.
The Church Lane at Erlalai was
broadened due to his initiative
and bhard work. He had a silent
code of conduct and was greatly
loved and respected in the village.
He encouraged the farmers in
breaking new ground in their
ventures and was one of the
pioneers who enthused the farmers
to grow Malayalam tobacco for
export.

Rev. S. T. Aseervatham offici-
ated at the funeral Service at
home and at the graveside, assis-
ted by Rev. Sam Thampoe.

He leaves behind besides his
wife, four sons, Messrs. K. G.
Suhirtharatnasingam, K. J. Selva-
nayagam, K, J. Kanagasingam and
K. J. Balasuntharam and two
daughters Mrs. G. R. Vyrava.
nathan and Mrs, V, Anandarajah,

Sri Lanka Corneas assist
California Surgeon

A California Eye Surgeon,
Dr. John P. Beale (Jr.) is utili-
sing donor corneas from Sri Lanka
to develop an operation eliminating
the need for very strong eye
glasses for individuals with severe
eye ailments, He expects to per-
form the first surgery before the
end of the year, Extreme cases
of myopia (near sightedness) and
‘acute cases of - hyperopia (far
sightedness ) could be corr:ted by
the new surgical tecbniﬁ.:.». :

Dr. Beale practises at the
San Francisce Eye Institute which

is associated with the San Fran- |

cisco Eye Hospital. Corneas are
very difficult to obtain ig the
U.s,; according to the surgeon
and to do the operation properlys
lots of human’ €yeés are required
to practice on. Dr. Beale was
receiving one eye every two months
from Sri Lanka and if not for
this generous supply, it would
have taken five years of research
before the first operation would
be possible.

Dr. Beale is collaborating with
Dr. Jose Barraquer of Bogotas
Columbia, the best-known eye sur”
geon in the world, who is himself
from a famous family of eye
surgeons.

JAFFNA COLLEGE
TECHNICAL  INSTITUTE

Commencing shortly

~

six-months course in
Electrical Installation.

Those interested please apply:

DIRECTOR; .
Vaddukoddai.

The ashes
of

Joseph Parker
Manickasingham
will be laid to rest
at
the Vaddukoddai
Cathedral Church burial grounds
after a short service there
on
Saturday the 15th Nov. 1975
at 4-3C p. m.
The presence of friends and
relatives will be greatly

appreciated by his children and
only surviving sister,

Namely ==
MRrs. B. A, MiLLs
DR. J. P. MANICKASINGHAM
Mgs. R, T, Davin
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concern over

arents’ 5
iy y Education

Unequal Access to Universit
the Government has followed a policy

rsity Admissions. Five
Human Rights

For five successive years \
of racial discrimination in the matter of Unive
years ago, a Jaffna Town Hall Conferex}:ce held on AR
Day (10th December, 1970) expressed its deep.conce W5
Minister. at the new scheme of admissions, which re:'ul; s
entrants to the Science and Science-based f:acultxes a li‘: oy
aggregate than of their Sinhalese and MuSIle counterpa i,:es Beent
sent formula, miscalled ‘standardisation ', in effect na(.]u'f e
minima in different subjects for the two ethnic groups: 1 anymons,
the discrimination against Tamils has assumed g{ﬂVEbeTOPOl.ievec;
All these five years the voice of protest has been raxs'ed y aghg s
parents and the public, but has gone unheeded. And.xfneom;‘)re ex: i
to them has been the unusual procedure, ?nfi publlclt)f .ngen P?ete;
this year, — the Sectoral Committee consisting .of Mmllstero e
Keuneman and a group of Ministers recomme.ndmg on lst ) c i
that language-wise ‘standardisation’ in processing marks fcn.'atmlfzr 4
be discarded from 1975 (retaining 30 % Dlst'rlCt Quotas jus 5
few years) and the Board of Ministers reversing }hat recomm;n a 1;:
the following week! We seem to be back again almost where
were, so far as Tamil candidates are concerned ! .

And ‘very incomprebensible to the public why language-wxlse
‘standardisation’ of marks was ever thought of v.vhen .the Commis-
sioner of Examinations has reported that the manipulation Sf r‘narlfs
by the marking examiners is ‘“ neither possub.le nor p‘robable i lf. thl,S
is accepted, there is no justification for media-wise ‘standardisation’.
Especially in the Science subjects, where 50 % of the m.arks are fo'r
Multiple Choice Questions and 30 % for structured questions.  And, if
all is fair, why refuse re-scrutiny of scripts ?

“Higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis
of merit”, isa right enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. A UN Report notes: ‘" Any discriminatory practices in this
field imply a refusal to recognise equality before the. law.”

The District Quota System: The Keuneman Report considers
this a “wide departure from the cardinal principle of selection on
merit”. And that it conferred only marginal benefits and sometimes
none at all on the educationally underprivileged districts. The main
beneficiaries from the scheme, the Report points out, have been
" students from more affluent families who had their primary educa-
tion in relatively less developed districts but their secondary education
is developed districts”. On the social repercussions of the DQS, the
Report quotes a Committee of Officials as saying how ‘“in schools
like Ananda, Royal and Visaka, two sets of students in the same
class who sit the same examination after having followed the same
course for a period of two years or more find to their dismay that
one group of students who obtained lower marks secure admissions
to the University, while the other with a higher aggregate of marks
does not get selected”; it goes on to speak of the latter group’s
bewilderment and bitterness and the resulting ‘‘brain drain’”, where
the parents are professionally qualified and can emigrate with their
families. Keuneman could have with equal or greater force spoken
of the anguish of Tamil students and the relatively larger * brain
drain”’ of Tamil families, If we thought about it, in the world of
today, with so many bright prospects everywhere, and the new con-
cept of life-long education, no one will agree to become a second
class human, with less equality and less dignity than his fellows, and
less chance of self-fulfilment, grounded in his native land.

There are no doubt regional imbalancee in educational provision,
due to neglect of various kinds in the past. Let us however not
deceive ourselves. .Everywhere in Lanka, are not social differences
more pervasive than geographical or ethnic? May be, under the
DQS, the under-privileged will become still more so. Adding to the
social inequalities in the country, denying that we are one nation and
a democracy, the proposed area-quota system may well turn out to
be a further divisive force. The true answers may have to be found
even beyond the provision of good A. L. classes; in the general
schooling provision, in out-of-school education, in the integration of
these with the region’s socio-economic planning, and in the stimulus
of an over-all intellectual system with a regional campus as nucleus.

Nor can a young nation, with a long way togo on the road to
national unity and identity and all sided development, afford to lose
its way on the by-path of racial discrimination, in higher education
of all things. The University it is that can serve as ‘‘the common
in;ellectual estate” binding the generations and the nation together,
In an age of global history, it is the University community functioning
as part of the intermational community of learning, in its reach of
studies and wide research programmes, anticipate the emerging world
community, In this great task it has to function against the insis.
tent demand everywhere for enhancing human capability. Let not Sri
Lanka's leaders betray this obligation to the nation and humanity.

. (7‘c.vt of Memorandum — slightly abridged — sent to the Prime
Minister by the Parents Association of Jaffna on 24th Qctober, 1975, )
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CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES OF FAMILY LIVING —1

(Text of an address delivered by

Today I wish to share with
“ Christian Principles of
Family Living. " It is something
that all of us are aware of 5 haw.ng
read about it in books and }mvl‘ng
experienced it ourselves. Forgive
me for quoting from the contexlt
but 1 wish to do so be(%ause it
is most forcibly and vividly put

therein.

you the

One reason for the gradt{al
decline of the distinctively Chris-
tian home is that Christian pare.nt‘s
are not fulfilling their respon.sxt.n-
lities. One mother told her minis-
ter, ‘‘Pastor, I want you to know
that every time the doors of this
Church are opened, my children
will be here.” The pastor of
course, was impressed with this
remark until he realised the true
significance of it.

Like this mother, many par-
ents take their children to the
doors of some evangelical church,

"deposit them there and say, “ Here,

you lead my children to Christ,
you teach them the Word of God.”
These parents by so doing feel
that they have shed a responsibi-
lity that God has placed at their
doorstep. Parents must remember,
that the Church is not, and can
never become, a substitute for
Christian parents.

In Deuteronomy 6 : 4-9, Moses
listed two basic responsibilities of

Christian parents.  ““ Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God is one
Lord; and thou shalt love the

Lord thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul and with
all thy might but these words
which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart; and thou
shalt teach them deligently unto
thy children.” Parents were pre-
vailed upon to teach the Word of
God to their children in their
homes and the emphasis is laid
on Obedience to the Word of God.

The historical background of
this incident is important. The
children of Israel travelled through
the wilderness, the Israelites dis-
obeyed God and refused to emter
the Promised Land. Henceanentire
generation perished in the wilder-
ness. In the Book of Deutero-
nomy, Moses was grooming a new
generation for entrance into the
Promised Land. He stressed the
importance of Obedience to God
throughout the book. In Deut.
6:4-9, he pointed out how impor-

tant the home was in teaching
God’s people obedience. Parents
like Moses should continue to

groom our children (the next gen-
eration) to enter into God's Love
and Confidence (comparable
the Promised Land ).

to

In this passage Moses gave
two basic responsibilities of Chris-
tian parents, The first is to allow
God to apply His truth, as re-
vealed in His Word, to their (the
parents') lives, Deut. 6 Vs 4:

nen's Fellowship

Dr. (Mrs) Joy Canagarajah)

“ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God is one Lord.” Doctrine '}s
dynamic, thus it requires a res-
ponse. The response which God
required was Love (Vs 5). Love
is a response of the whole human
personality — the mind, the will
and the emotions. The opposite
of ignorance in the spiritual realm
is not knowledge but Obedience —
Obedience to God. We are to
obey God’s command for complete
love and devotion,

The Word of God was to
hold such a prominent position in
every person’s life that it would
produce a proper relationship bet-
ween him and his God. In this
passage Moses was speaking pri-
marily to Parents: ‘‘ Parents, if
you do not have a dynamic rela-
tionship with the living Lord, then
you have nothing to communicate
to your children,”

Once a woman approached a
preacher and asked him this ques-
tion: ' What can you tell me
that would help me make my
children learn to be more patient ?
If a parent wants his children to
be more patient, he should ask
God to make him a more patient
person. So it is with every goed
quality that man possesses. Parents
must remember that they cannot
impart what they do not possess,
Parents should grow in the grace
and in the knowledge of the Lord
and should allow -God to form
more of Jesus Christ in his life.
The reality of such a relation-
ship will provide something worth-
while to communicate to their
children. The answer then is a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Then Christ moves into
his experience and transforms him
and makes him iike Himself.

The second basic responsibility
of parents is to make God's
tyuth central in their homes.

If God’s truth is central as the

parent’s lives, it will also be
central in their homes. A man
may wear a so-called mask in

public but he can’t fool his wife
or children about his relationship
with God.

Moses listed two ways in
which Christian parents are to
communicate truth to their child-
ren. The first means is ‘feaching’
and the second is ‘talking’ Deut,
6:7 ‘"And thou shall teach them
[these words that are upon your
heart] diligently into your child-
ren.” This is formal, planned
and structured instruction. Many
Christian parents have attended
chureh services and Bible classes
for many years yet they find it
difficult to explain biblical truth
to their children. Parents should
avail themselves of every oppoz-

tunity to learn God's Word in
order to teach their children
God's truth,

(To be continued )
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