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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE.

Fred Field Goodsell

News has come to hand that
Dr. Fred Field Goodsell, at one
time Executive Vice-President of
the American Board, has passed
away in his 95th year. The post
of Executive Vice-President was
created in the American Board
about 1934. Its purpose was to
bhave some ome in charge of the
over-all policy of the Board,
while Regional Secretaries were
in charge of particular areas. Dr.

Goodsell visited Jaffna in 1934,
and again in 1938. He retired
in 1949 and was engaged in

writing a history of the American

Board. He had published tweo
books earlier: (1) ‘' You shall
be My Witnesses— An interpre-

tation of the history of the Ameri-
can Board 1810 — 1960 in 1959
and (2) “ They Lived their Faith—
An Almanac of Faith, Hope and
Love” in 1961.

Our Bishop in the
Tinnelvely Diocese

The Bishop of our Diocese,
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
will be in the Tinnelvely Diocese
of the Church of South India
for a week. On Sunday, the 6th
of March, he will preach at the
Palayankottai Cathedral in the
morning and in St. John’s Church,
Nazereth, in the evening. After
this, he will be leading the Ret-
reat of the Clergy and Workers
of the Tinnelvely Diocese, at
Palayankottai.

Elected F.R.C. 0. G.

Dr. B. Amirthanayagam Mills,
formerly Senior Consultant, Obs-
tetrician and Gynaecologist of the
Government  General  Hospital,
Jaffna, and President of the Jaffna
Medical Association, has been
elected a Fellow of the Royal
College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists of Great Britain.
Dr. Mills is now a Senior Gynae-
cologist in the Government Medi-
cal Service in Singapore, besides
being a Visiting Lecturer to the
Postgraduate Medical School of
the University of Singapore and

Examiner to the  Simgapore
Nursing Board,

Dr. Mills represents the third
generation of doctors in the family
who have been closely associated
with the American Mission Hos-
pitals and have rendered dedicated
medical service to the people of
the Northern Province over the
past century, His father, the
late Dr. S. G. Culanayagam Mills,
was closely associaced with the
Green Memorial Hospital, Mani-
pay for over forty years and his
grandfather, the late Dr. C, T.
Ethirnayagam Mills, followed Dy,
S. F. Green in pioncering medica]
education in the couniry during
the last century,

THE JAFFNA DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF THE C.S.I.

The annual sessions of the
Jaffna Diocesan Council of the
Church of South India are being
held at Vaddukoddai. This ses-
sions began yesterday morning

(Tbmﬂh, inst.) and
will rough Saturday, the

26th. Yesterday’s programme com-
menced with the Worship Service,
conducted by the Rev. D. C.
Ratnasingham in the Cathedral
Church. The business sessions
were then held in the Parish Hall,
presided over by the Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar.

Bishop’s Charge

The Bishop based this Charge
on the words of St. Paul “in
Him we live and move and have
our being”. The Bishop said:
* Recently I saw in India a book-
let published by some leaders of
Churches entitled ‘The Church as
People’s Movement’. I asked my-
self: Is this the only statement
we can make about the Church?
Is it only a People’s Movement?
In one sense the statement is true,
but, first and foremost, it is a
movement of God in the world,
The Church meves in the world.
So these two are joined together
in the Church becoming a People’s
Movement under &God.” The Bi-
shop further asked what are our
responsibilities in the fast changing
world of today. There is general
tendency among people to think
that changes mean always progress.
To a certain extent it may be
true, but not always. In this con-
nection, it may be well to remem-
ber that a number of scientists
also have warnmed us about these
changes. The changes, like the
phenomenal growth in population,
the exhaustion of the resources of
the world, and air and water pol-
lution, are dangerous. Where will
this progress end? Man was a
part of nature up to now; now
he has become a threat to nature,

As Christians when we go to
the Bible, we find God made man
in His own image and gave him
all power and glory. Man started
using all the gifts bestowed on
him by God selfishly for his own
ends. The problems we face are
not peculiar to one nation or one
people only. They are, on the
other hand, universal problems.
Man has now become capable of
destroying himself and all other
creature together. Thisis because

of sin —a selfish end, looking
only for man’s own benefit. St.
Paul says: *“The wages of sin
is death.” So when man conti-

nues in this way, it will mean
death to him. St. Paul said 2000
years ago: ‘‘The whole creation
groaneth and travaileth.” Scien-
tists have also noted this and bear
witness to this fact. Men who

have to live in harmony with

nature have begun to live in dis-
harmony ; hence this trouble. So
the Bible says man has to rea-

lise the need for harmony, and
that Jife in Christ is eternal. St.
John in his Revelation says he

saw a new heaven and a new
earth, This is what Paul too had
in mind —a world, where men
would live not as enemies of God
but as a household of God living
in harmony with God and fellow-
man. John wrote this to seven
Churches, which could have been
smaller than several Churches of
the C. S. I., perhaps much smaller
than our own Diocese, but even
to them John gave a message to

live as citizens of the new crea-
tion, a new heaven and a new
earth,

So, we should be true to this
calling. We as a Church should
realise the need to spread this
news — that in Christ Jesus there
is life—to the whole world. we
should realise the connection bet-
ween the Gospel and the condi-
tion of the world. Often the
Church ignored this aspect. As
some one has said: “ The Church
has become so heavenly-minded
that there is no earthly use for
it”. As a Diocese we have been
doing some things in educational
and medical matters, and in eco-
nomical affairs like producing and
working on farms etc. But there
is a danger that we can be so
preoccupied with becoming so
earthly-minded that it may also
have no heavenly use. So we, as
a Diocese, should realise the need
for keeping these two objects in
the right proportion. As we go
through our records about our
evangelistic work, we have to be
ashamed because we have neg-
lected the first and foremost task
of the Church— that of evange-
lism. Not only Pastors but the
Church as a whole not
merely be missionary-minded but
even be missionary-hearted. Evan-

must

gelism should be our primary
concern.
Secondly, if we are to be

true to the important calllng, we
will have to note that the strength
of the Church is in direct pro-
portion to the strength of the
ministry. Recently we have had
to extend the services of some of
the clergy, who have passed 70
years of age, because of a short
age of Workers, We must keep
in mind, and the Diocese must
realise, that we need young people
who should dedicate themselves
to the Ministry. Such young peo-
ple should also have a sense of
sagrifice,

CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE
FOR THE STUDY OF
RELIGION AND SOCIETY

The Rev. J. Francis Xavier

will conduct a Seminar
on

PASTORAL COUNSELLING

at
Trimmer Hall, Jaffna

on Saturday, 12th March, 1977,
commencing at 9-00 a. m.

This will be of great benefit to
all Pastors and Social Workers.

All are welcome.

CANON V. S.D. SATTHIANADHAN
Director

Christa Seva Ashram,
Chunnakam,

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Women's World Day of
Prayer Service
will be held
on Saturday, 5th March, 1977

at the Uduvil Church
at 3 p.m.

Speaker:
Mrs. V. S. D. Satthianadhan

All are cordially invited.

C. AMBALAVANAR
President, Women’s Fellowship,
J- DICIS. P

JAFFNA COLLEGE
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE

New Session commences —
16th May, 1977.

5 Technician courses.

Craft Courses in Welding and
Foundry practice.

Prospectus and application
form Re. 1/-.

Scholarships available.

DIRECTOR,
J. C. T. 1., Vaddukoddai-

IN MEMORIAM

IN LoviING REMEMBRANCE

OF
Daisy Chinnammah Seevaratnam
Born: 1901-11-19

Departed this life: 1976-2-27

" Looking unto Jésus, the Author
and finisher of our faith.”

Remembered by her loved ones.

K. P. Arunarajah
** Sharnithi ”,
Mathagal,
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. Request for °‘Christian OBITUARY
The Morning Star Cirilization” in Tamil Mr. V. Nalliah
at the Jaffna Campus The death occurred on Mon-
y day, the 21st inst., of Mr. V.
SR e muany FO17 L A discrimination is being Nn:lliah. retiredmj\ccountant. of
» perpetrated against some Tamil- o010 hcheri, at the General
L The blood of Jesus Christ speaking students due to an over. Hospital, Jaffna. He had met

cleanseth us from all sin”’
— st John 1:7

This is the season of Lent. The season begins on Ash Wednes-
day, which this year fell on 23rd February, and ends on the night
of Holy Saturday, preceding Easter Sunday. Though by actual
count the period lasts for more than forty days, it is customary to
look upon it as consisting of forty days. because Sundays have
always been excluded from any kind of fasting.

Christianity is a historical religion ; that is, it does not depend
on certain general truths, but upon the significance attached to
certain historical events. These events are all events connected with
a historical life lived at a certain time. They are the Birth, the
Crucifixion and the Ressurection of Jesus Christ, and the descent of
the Holy Ghost some days after it. Upon these events are built
certain doctrines which are the pillars upon which Christianity stands.

While scriptures record these events, they do not say that the
observance of the anniversaries of these events is necessary. Nor
do we, as a matter of fact, find that these anniversaries were observed
when the Apostles lived. But the Church rightly fixed certain days
to mark these events; because they would be a testimony that the
events concerned did happen.

What we call “Lent” now was, during the first three centuries,
observed only for two or three days. The fast prescribed seems to
have been primarily intended for baptismal candidates. After the
third century it was extended to forty days, the number being sug-
gested by the fasts of Moses, Elijah or of the Lord Himself. When
it came to be widely observed is not known. But it did come to
be observed with degrees of vigour all through Christendom. Though
the Reformation made a lot of difference to the custom, the Roman
Catholic Church clung to it with fervour till recently. But that
Church itself has now done away with the most of the vigour
associated with it.

That fastipg and other forms of mortification are necessarily
good for spiritual development is an idea common to many religions.
But the reason why many Christians practised it was because of the
idea that thereby they would be suffering along with the Lord.
However, any thought that we could undergo what the Lord Himself
went through is impious. It would be an attempt to penetrate the
inner experience of the Son of Lord. That is not for human beings.

The special anniversaries which we know in the Christian
Calendar are meant to witness to the fact of certain high and
important events. It is not their purpose to make us think of

these events only annually. We are not expected to think of the
significance of the birth of Christ or of His death or of the
other events connected with Him only once a year. If Christmas
makes us think that the Son of God became incarnate only on that
day and for only for six weeks or so that He died for us, then
the whole purpose for which these anniversaries werefixed is defeated.
We are expected to be always conscious of the significance of the
events they mark. The anniversaries are there to say that these
events did actually happen.

The purpose of Lent is to enable us live always in the remem-
brance that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin,

A Will

Justified Request

We are publishing in an adjoining column an a
Catholic Students Union of the Jaffna Campus of theppaﬂiv?g?:ytl;?
Sri Lanka, entitled “ Request for °‘Christian Civilisation’ in Tamil
at the Jaffnoa Campus”. The appeal is made in English and Tamil
The Tamil version says that it is addressed to the public at lar e.
particularly the Christian community, the heads and leaders of gali
Protestant Denominations and of the Roman Catholic Church, to
teachers, parents, and fellow students. The appeal calls upon ther'n to
support their demand for the provision of * Christian Civilization ”
in Tamil at the Jaffna Campus. It is an altogether justiﬁab]é
demand and we are happy to associate ourselves whole — heartedly

with this appeal. The appeal speaks for itself i
forthright manner. UL e a8

We understand the Catholic Students have

President of the Campus and forwarded amemoran:xi::a(:z t;:?tV'the
Chansellor of the University on this subject. They have had l;:e.
no reply from the Vice-Chansellor, but the President has tolds‘:h e
that n'othing' could be done in the course of this year to redrem
their just grievance. In this connection one could certainly raise :a:s
question how provision was made for *‘ Islamic Civilisation "’ a
ten Muslim students within three months of their appeal, and the a| d
intriguing situation has been made more intolerable ’when Chrreta' y
§‘tud;nts in th_e Department of Humanitees have been forced tc:stl?cn

H_mdu Cw'\l§satlon". in the Jaffna Campus. We are certainl o
against provisions being made for Muslim students to offer "Is}],a:q?:

to less than

Civilisation”, nor against Christian student i

( ) BLag G s offering, i
own choice, 5 ‘Hindu Civilisation ’, However, the Uuigvers"iltt ::e“;
take upon itself the entire responsibility for this A8

! L e discriminati
imposed on Tamil Christian Students, It should not hav:,n:rc:ms:gc;’;

with, introduced compulsory subjects for which

] ok ; it could
}'1‘33 f‘lﬂaﬂfl‘fl‘]l Dl‘OVl]§lon x;eede%. in the two chief media.uSink?:ltesem:E;
amil, e earlier this discrimination is remoy
would it be’, ed, the better

sight of the University of Sri
Lanka: no provision has been
made to teach the subject ‘Chris-
tian Civilization’ in the Tamil
medium at any Campus.

You are aware that the Uni-
versity has sent forms to some
of the successful G.C.E. (A/L)
candidates calling for applications
for Admission in 1977. The Uni-
versity has also sent a form enti-
tled ‘“Special lntake” (1977) to
some successful candidates eligible
to enter the Faculty of Humani-
ties.

The latter students may gain
entrance only on one condition:
they must be willing to offer one
of eight given subjects through-
out their course. One of these
subjects is Christian Civilization.
The rest are: the other three
Civilizations (Buddhist, Hindu and

Islamic) and four ILanguages
(Sanskrit, Pali, Arabic and Eng-
lish).

But, as stated in the ‘‘Spe-
cial Intake” form, Christian Civi-
lization (or Culture) is taught
only at the Vidyalankara Campus
and that too only in the Sinhala
medium. Christian Civilisation
is not taught in the Tamil
medsum at any Campus.

In 1976 alone, 93 students
sat for either Christianity (R.C.)
or Chnistianity (Non-R. C.) in the
Tamil medium at the G.C.E.
(A/L) Examination. The majority
of these students have obtained
a Pass in this subject. But many
of these are deprived of a chance
of University education though
they are eligible, because the Uni-
versity bas not made arrange-
ments for this subject to be
taught in Tamil. It 1s only right
that this discrimination aganst
Tamil-speaking students should be
done away with immediately.

As the subject is already
being taught in Sinbala, it is
evident that it is approved by the
Wniversity. Moreover, the syllabus
that has been a drawn up is
ac‘éepted by all Christian groups,

Even H. N. C. E. Humanities
students will be affected by this,
as the syllabus of the subject
‘ Chnistianity * for the H. N, C. E.
has been oriented towards the
study of the subject *Christian

Civilization’ at the University
level.

Therefore we request that
Christian Civilization be taught
in Tamil at the Jaffna Campus,
where already Hindu and Islamic
Civilizations
duced.,

have been

intro-

We appeal to you to take
up the cause of these unfortunate

students and urge the University
Senate

‘ to grant these students
this  their inalienable right,
Thank you.

The Catholic Students' Union,
Jaffna Campus.

with a car accident on the 12th
of January and was undergoing
treatment at the hospital, when
last Monday he developed an acute
pain in the chest and collapsed.
He passed away soon afterwards.

The funeral took place on the
following day at his residence.
The Rev. K.S. Jeyasingam offici-
ated, assisted by the Revds. S. T.
Aseervatham and N. Subramaniam.
The Rev. Jeyasingam preached
on the text: ‘‘The Lord is king
above the flood, the Lord has
taken his royal seat as king for
ever.” (Psalm 29:10). The Rt.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar pronounced
the benediction. The committal
rites at the Chavakachcheri Church
cemetery were performed by the
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam, assisted
by the Rev. (Sevak) Sam. Alfred.

Mr. Nalliah was the son of
the late Mr. S. S. Vallipuram,
preacher under the Jaffna Council
of the South India United Church,
and the late Mrs. Mary Vallipuram.
He had his education at Jaffna
College and joined the Govern-
ment Clerical Service at a very
young age. Having held respon-
sible positions in various Depart-
ments, he retired in 1961 as the
Deputy Director of Establishments.

He was a committed Christian
and took an active part in Church
activities. He was a member of
Executive Committees of the Col-
ombo and Chavakachcheri Chur-
ches of the C.S.I. He was for
some years a member of the Jaffna
Diocesan Council and its Execu-
tive Committee. He was the chief
planner of the Workers’ Pension
Scheme. He also served as a
representative of the Staff of Jaffna
College on its Board of Directors
and its Executive Committee. Mr.
Nalliah was a man of firm con-
victions with a mind of his own.
He always maintained the dignity
of a debate and gave a patiens
hearing to the opposite point of
view. His services in the Dio-
cesan Council and the Jaffna Col-
lege Board of Directors will al-
ways be remembered.

Mr. Nalliah’s wife, Ruby Poo-
many, was called to rest only 15
days before his own death. He
was 70 years old. He leaves be-
hind: Mr. & Mrs. Balan Sanders
(son-in-law and daughter); Mr. &
Mrs. Mano Nalliah, Mr., & Mrs.
Chandi Nalliah, Mr. & Mrs. Nimal
Nalliah (sons and daughter-in-law);
and Mr. Thiviam Nalliah (son); and
five grand-children to bemoan his
sudden demise.

SITUATION VACANT

An Instructor in Welding.
Salary Rs. 300/- to Rs. 750/-
per month
depending on qualifications
and experience.

For further particulars apply —
DIRECTOR,

Jaffna College Technical Institute,
Vaddukoddai.
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