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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE

JAFFNA DIOCESAN

The Annual sessions of the
Jaffina Diocesan Council of the
Church of South India were held
at Vaddukeddai, as reported in
our last issue, from the 24th to
the 26th February, 1977. We
publish below some of the im-
portant items and business trans-
acted at the sessions.

(1) The Worship service on the
2nd day was led by the Rev.
S. P. Jeyasingham. On the 3rd
day the Bishop celebrated Holy
Communion at the Cathedral
Church at 8a.m. He was assis-
ted by the Rev. L. N. Hitchcock,
who also led the Litany. The
Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar prea-
ched the Sermon.

The Intercessions at the end
of morning session were conducted
by Messrs. J. S. Markandu, V. N.
Tharmakulasingham and Rev. L. N.
Hitchock respectively.

(2) Votes of Condolence on
the death of the following
were passed :

{a) The most Rev. Lakdasa

de Mel — proposed by the Rt.
Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran.

(b) Mr. Edson C. Lockwood —
proposed by Mr. I. P. Thurairat-
nam, 63X

(c) Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam —
proposed by the Rev. S. T. Aseer-
vatham.

(d) Mr. S. Kunanayagam — pro-
posed by the Rev. N. W, G. Suguna-
rajah.

(e) Mrs. K. S. Jeyasingam —
proposed by Mr. L. S. Kulathun-
gam.

(i Mrs. V. Nalliah — proposed
by Mr. A. S. Balaratnam.

(g) Mr. V. Nalliah — proposed
by Mr. A. Rajasingham.

(3) The reports of various
Standing Committees and of the

COUNCIL, C. S. I

Evangelistic and the Religious
Education Board were presented
by their respective convenors and
adopted.

(4) In connection with the
report of the Religious Education
Board, it was decided to forward
the following resolution to the
National Christian Council of
Ceylon, on the failure by the
University of Sri Lanka to make
provision for Tamil Christian
students to offer ‘‘ Caristian Ci-
vilization” in the Tamil medium
in the Jaffna Campus.

“The Jaffna Diocesan Coun-
cil of the Church of South India,
at its annual sessions held from
the 24th to the 26th February,
1977, at Vaddukoddai, resolves to
bring to the notice of the National
Christian Council of Ceylon the
failure of the authorities of the
University of Sri Lanka to pro-

—

vide facilities to the Tamil
Christian  students to offer
Christian Civilisation’ in the

Tamil medium, which has been
made a compulsory subject for
those in its. Department -of - Hu-
manities. Provision has been,
however, made only in the
Vidyalankara Campus and in the
Sinhala medium. We should like
to point out to the N. C. C. that
in the Jaffoa Campus at present
Tamil Christian students are
forced to offer ‘Hindu Civili-
sation’ in the place of ‘Christian
Civilisation . We request the
N.C.C. to take up this matter
with the authorities of the Uni-
versity to ensure that speedy
action is taken to provide the

‘necessary facilities for the Tamil

Christian students to offer ‘Chris-

tian Civilisation’ in the Tamil

medium in the Jaffna Campus.”
(To be continued)

MARJORIE JEYASINGHAM

The poignaney of the sudden
death of Marjorie Jeyasingham on
the 8th March last year haunts
her relatives and friends today
too. But her memory will continue
to remain fresh and fragrant for
years to come,

She was one of the best and
promising students whom 1 taught
at Jaffna College. She had de-
veloped not merely a facile and
felicitous style in the writing of
English but also a genuine love
for study. She could have easily
pursued a course of studies in

higher education. But that was
not to be. Both har father Mr.
J. N. Appadurai, who was the

Supervisor of the
at Jaffna College, and her mother,
who was also on the staff of the

school, died within a short time
of each other., And suddenly
Marjorie was called upon to
gboulder the respomsibilities of

Lower School

bringing up a family of five
brothers and a sister, and main-
taining the tradition of a well
disciplined Christian home set up

by her parents. That Marjorie
succeeded in this difficult task
is borne out by the fact that

almost all the members of her
family have risen to positions of

eminence in this country and
abroad and are held in high
regard.

When the time came to her
to choose her life partner, she
made a deliberate choice of one,
who, she knew, had dedicated
himself to the Christian Ministry.
Her subsequent life makes me
think that she felt she was res-
ponding to the call of her Lord

to become a pastor’s wife. She
remained throughout her life as
an ideal helpmate of, and co-

worker with, a minister.

The Rev. K. S. Jevasingham
is one of the best parish priests
in our Diocese, It is very diffis

cult to be this, along with being
involved in various pbases of the
work of the Diocese. One of the
eading personalities in the Dio-
cese, he was called upon to bear
heavy responsibilities. He could
not have carried them out suc-
cessfully, without Marjorie’s
meaningful aid. She helped him
materially and was a source of
great strength in his parish waork.
She also shared with her husband
in planning and carrying out his
other tasks satisfactorily. She
was a moving force behind him,
sustaining and . supporting and
inspiring him. 1 sheuld like to
regard this as one of her services
to the Diocese.

She herself made a valuable
contribution to the work of the
Diocese as the Convener of the
Women’s Auxiliaries Committee
(Now called the Women’s Fellow-
ship Committee) for seven years,
1967 — 1973. She planned her
work with great care, imagination,
enthusiasm, and devotion. Her
annual reports were invariably
received by the Diocesan Council
with appreciation. It was she
who introduced the world-wide
Least Coin Fellowship into our
Diocese. She visited practically
all our churches for popularising
the Fellowship. For the same
purpose she also visited some of
the Churches of other denomin-

ations in Jaffna, Colombo and
Kandy.
Marjorie had the enviable

opportunity of attending, as a
representative from Ceylon sent
by the National Christian Council,
the 4th and 5th Assemblies of
the Asian Church Women’s Con-
ference, the former held in
Indonesia in 1970, and the latter
in Bangkok in 1974. From 1970
to 1974 she functioned as a
member of the planning Committee
of the Conference. Earlier in
1963 she had accompanied her
husband, at the invitatien of the
Massachussetts’ Church Council,
on a visit to American Churches,
where they made a great impact.

The same characteristics,
noticeable in her work with
Women’s Auxilliaries, also marked
her work as the Secretary of the
inter-denominational  Board  of
Management of the William
Mather Memorial Women's Centre
in Inuvil.

She was a woman of great
charm, always full of cheer, peace
and undimmed faith in her Lord.

LyMAN S. KULATHUNGHAM

OBITUARY
Mr. V. N. Hunt

We regret to record the death
of Mr. V. Navaratnam Hunt,
Malayan Pensioner, Husband ofA
Amirtham on Monday the 14th
February.

The funeral Service was held
on Wednesday the 16th instant

William Mather Memorial
Women’s Centre
ANNUAL FESTIVAL
Saturday, March 12th, 1977

PROGRAMME
8-00 2, m. Service of Holx Com-
munion.
Breakfast,
3-00 p. m. Thanksgiving Serviee

in remembrance of
MRs. A. P. PERINPANAYAGAM
Dr. (Miss) E. M. THILLIAMPALAM
MRs. MAR]ORIE JEYASINGAM
4-00 p. m. Tea.
4-45 p. m. Public Meeting.
Speaker: Mrs. Joann Snider
5-30 p. m. A Christian Skit —
Centre girls.
(Offerings will be received for the
work of the Centre.)
Please come with your friends.
Ruby Appadurai
(Secretary— Board of Management)

Mission House,
Vembadi Road, Jaffna.

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE
OF

MARJORIE ROSAMALAR
JEYASINGAM

Who departed this life on
8th March, 1976.

It is one year since you passed
away calling on Jesus
on whom you wholly relied,
there to remain safe
in His Arms for ever.

" Now that thy earthly werk
is dosne,
Qurs the sarrow, Thine
the gain
Live in peace where Christ
doth shine
Tireless, deathless Joy
be Thine."

at his residence at Sandilipay,
Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah offici-
ated, assisted by Rev. S. Mano-
pavan.

The committal rites at the
Manipay Cemetery were performed
by Rev.'N. W. G, Sugunarajah,
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and the Government

d M. Ps. belonging
Prime Minister to

The T. U.L.F

We were also very much surprised‘whenf e:;cte
T. U. L. F. accepted the invitation o he i
:getiznference of all elected Muslim and T.amll M.”Pls]. Tl::’xtsi,esmeaon:'l
that she was meeting representatives .belongu‘lg to all the pztzti‘:es <
her side, she perhaps was right in m.eetmg allﬂ‘rle.zptr‘ese ok
Tamil-speaking people, irrespective of. their party a L‘al?lon:y;s Al
cuss their grievances. On the other side, the T. U t.d ;nands s t:e
insisting that they presented tmly. and fully the .]us het ol
Tamils. They were also proclaiming loudly ‘.ear‘ller tfa ]
Minister should meet them only. Hovsrever., .1t is not or‘ lﬁ] ;rt’ass
any judgement on their attitude at this crlt{cal ]uncture.m] e llszory
of the country in general and of the 'I:amlls i.n par:xct\:«ha.r. L, v‘:;
many others belonging to the T. 1U L. I;.,st:;pe;:ililzsto Ta::i; Mo;s
ederation, who have vehemently prote ! - Ps,
tf':lki:g part in the conference, have commjauded dth(e I\(Lp?t;; x;1§nsé
unambiguous assurance that the T. U. L. F. sta-u_s irm o (S
for a separate state for the Tamils, and also his insistence that here
after the Prime Minister shou

T. U. L. F. alone. :
We wonder of what practical value would such talks be. The

and will not, ever forget the bitter experiences they had
with the Bandaranaike - Chelvanayakam and the Dudley - Chelvan?’al;am
Pacts. - Therefore. quite rightly, the lead?rs of the T.U.L. F. had
been declaring that they would not enter u?to su'ch Pacts hereja.fter,
They “could be, as easily and with the same impunity, unceremoniously
discarded by the future Sinhalese Govemments: the ,T' 1058 6 F lea-
ders maintain. We ourselves fully agree with this. We vfn.sh to
recall at this place how we welcomed in t}:ese _columns the visits of
Ministers, like Dr. N. M. Perera, Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike a.nd
Mr. K. Ratnayaike to the North. ‘We commended them for conceding
so readily that the Tamils had just grievances and the assurance
they gave that, on their return to Colombo, they would ﬁ.nd solx'mons
to them. But nothing came out of such assurances. Quite obviously
the Prime Minister was unwilling to move even an inch from the
obstinate, intransigent attitude she bad always adopted, from the begin-
ning of her assuming the reins of power in 1970 itself, towards
meeting delegations first from the F.P. and later from the T. U. F.
She had insisted that, if such delegations wished to see her, they
must do so without laying any condition. That is what happened
when the F.P. first sent a memorandum to her listing 6 points for
her consideration as a subject for negotiations. Later the Premier
and her Government kept their eyes closed and their ears deafened
when the horrible tragedy occurred during the last sessions of the
International Conference Seminar on Tamil Studies in Jaffna on the
10th January, 1974. There was a brutal assault by the Police on
an innocent crowd of Tamils, killing 9 and injuring hundreds. The
demand of our people, including supporters of the S.L.F.P., for
an impartial Judicial Commission was turned down by the Premier.
The Government went forward also with a planned colonisation of
traditional Tamils areas, and with the inquitous system of standardi-
sation of marks, mediawise, in admitting students to the University,
thus perpetrating a cruel act of discrimination on the Tamil students.
The North has been for a long time under the control of the Army
and the Police. And over 40 Tamil youths were compelled to lan-
guish and suffer in faith, some of them for more than four years,

1d hold talks with representatives of the

Tamils cannot,

without any charge sheet being served on them. Then, what
came out of a conference of several Tamil leaders, sponsored
behind the scenes by Government supporters, met and after a

long deliberation submitted a list of 20 demands? The Prime Minister
met a delegation from this conference and discussed their memoran-
dum, That was the last thing heard about it. The Prime Minister,
placing her full confidence on her advisers mainly people who depen-
ded on her own and her Government’s bounty, from the North and
the East, continued with her intransigency. Now that she finds her
Government in utter disarray with the C.P. and several of her own
party, including a Minister, pulling out of it, one wonders if she
seeking alliances with others to help her to return to power at the
coming general elections. Is it also for the same reason that she
has come down from her throne of power to woo the T. U, L. F. 2

is

Yet they did not hate the gone into the far country th;r;
son who had brought them so is still a place in the father's
low. They loved him the more. heart and a welcome in the
Every day the old mother went father’s house.
into the room prepared for him Again, Jesus tells us He is
on his return, to dust and care the Life. Life, asg ek knbw it
for it. At every meal she set is a fleeting and transient thin :
three places at the table. Every g

time they knelt together at the
family altar, a prayer went up
for the boy in the far country.

That is the truth as Jesus
revealed about God. He came to
bring us the Truth, to make us
know that God loves us, that
on matter how far we may bave

If this is all life is, there is not
much to it, just a grave in the
valley. We all long for real life.
We want to be freed from the
power of death and the shackles
of circumstances, Jesus says:
“I am the Resurrection and the
Life. He that believeth on me
shall never die,”

“ Iooking Unto Jesus”

“ JESUS — THE WAY, THE

By

The Rev. L. N. Hitchcock

In answer to a question of
Thomas, Jesus said: ‘I am the
Way, the Truth and the Life.”
Jesus sets here before us the fun-
damental fact of Christianity.
When we invite a man to become
a Christian, we do not ask him
to believe any particular doctrine,
or subscribe to any particular form
of government or worship. All
we ask is that he believes in and
accepts a person, Jesus Christ.
He is the Way, the Truth and
the Life.

In the early yearsof the six-
teenth century there were three
famous men in Europe, each seek-
ing something. One was Magellan,
the navigator., He was sailing
with five ships in search of
a way to the Indies and the
wealth of the East. The second
was Martin Luther, who was then
studying the New Testament, hun-
gry to find what was so dear to
his heart — Truth. The third was
the Spaniard, Ponce DeLeon. The
golden days of his life were past
and now he longed for a renewal
of life, He had heard of a fabled
spring in the new world that
would give him Eternal youth.
He was seeking that fountain.
These three men stand as symbols
of the three classes of human
yearning. One was seeking a way,
another truth and the third life.

To all these questions Jesus
declares Himself to be the ulti-
mate and the only answer. First,
He says “I am the Way.” A
way is the road between two
points that are separated. There
is no other fact in human ex-
perience more plain than that we
are separated from God. Sin sepa-
rates God and man.

When Moses built the Taber-
nacle and Solomon the Temple,
they put a great purple veil bet-
ween the Holy of Holies and the
people to show that there was an
impassable gulf between God and
man. But when Jesus died, the
curtain was rent in two from the
top to the bottom. The barrier
was taken away. Once more the
door of the father’s house was
opened and the prodigal could
come home. Jesus was the Way
to the Father.

“No man,” He says ‘' cometh
to the father but by me.” To
all of us for the future the
father’s house is at the end of
the Way. But there are some of
us who seem to think we can
enter there without Christ. He
tells us plainly that we cannot.

Jesus tells us also that he
is the Truth. He is the whole
Truth about God and the human
soul. There are other religions
that teach truth about God. But
the truth they teach is only frag-
mentary. It is powerless to save.
5 We hear it said very often,

vwbat' is the use of sending mis-
sionaries to other lands when
they have their own religions ?
To say this is to miss thz central
meaning of the Incarnation. There
is but one who can lead them

| gambler and one day in a moment

“A Lenten Meditation”

TRUTH AND THE LIFE”

to the perfect. Truth and that
is Jesus Christ.

Again, Jesus alone reveals to
the world the truth of a loving
father who forgives, There is &
story of a young man who fell
into evil ways. He became a

of great temptation put his name
to a paper that ruined his father.
Then he ran away without a
word of farewell to his parents.
They were compelled to go away
from their comfortable home and
into a poorer part of the city,
and the old man who had been
looking forward to an age of ease
and comfort was compelled to go
to work again.

(Contd. on first column)

A SERVICE
to
THANK GOD
for
The Lives and Work
of the late
Mrs. Poomany Nalliah
Mr. V. Nalliah
Mr. J. H. A. Alagaratnam
will be held at the
C.S. 1. Church, Chavakachcheri

on Saturday, 12th March, 1977
at 9-00 a. m.
Friends and Relations are
cordially invited.

“Eesa-niketan”  “Eliezer Lodge”
Chavakachcheri.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

MATHURAMMAH

(Beloved wife of the Rt. Rev.
Dr. S. Kulendran)

Departed this Life :
8th March, 1974

And God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes and
death shall be no more.

Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LoVING MEMORY
OF
My MOTHER

Alice Mathurammah Kulandran

Born: 22nd May, 1907
Died: 8th March, 1974

If I could have life's dearest wish,
It will not be for gold,

But just to have you back again,
As tn the days of old.

Sadly missed by Thya.

Printed £
Matthews resic
Mr, Alvappilla Rajasingam,

430,
Fross, Knakesnnthurai

for the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India by Mr. Philip
ing at 19, Lady of Miracles East Road, Jafina, and published by
Navalar Road, Jaffna,
Read, Jaffias, o Fridey, 4th March, 1977,

at Sri Saamuganathy
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