THE MORNING ST

Registered as a Newspaper.

( Established 1841 )

Published Every Friday

Vol. 187

JAFFNA, FRIDAY, 18tH MARCH,

1977.

No. 11

RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

The Women’s
World Day of Prayer

The Women’s World Day of
Prayer was observed on the 5th
of March at the Uduvil C.S.I.
Church. The theme this year
was ‘‘Love in Action”. It was
a very challenging theme, sufficient
to evoke a feeling of inadequacy

and misgivings in contemporary
society.
The speaker at this service

was Mrs. V.S.D. Sathianathan, who
gave a very inspiring and illus-
trative talk on the theme. In the
course of her talk she referred
to that famous piece of art—
“The Praying Hands” done by
Albert Durer, of the hands that
toiled for others. There was much
time devoted to readings and
devotions centred on theme.

At the end of the service,
Dr. (Mrs.) D. J. Ambalavanar, the
Convenor of the Women’s Fellow-
ship of our Diocese, called upon
Mrs. S. Arnold and Mrs. V. Ananda-
rajan to give an account of their
experiences at the Asian Church

Women’s Conference held in
Colombo from the 15th— 18th
December, 1976. Mrs. S, Arnold,

who went as a delegate, and Mrs.
Anandarajan, who went as an
observer, then gave a summary
of the proceedings and events of
the conference. They also said
that there was a specifie request
to revive the ‘Least Coin Fellow-
ship’ in our Churches.

At the close of the service,
tea and refreshments were served
in the Parish Hall.

Felicitation to
Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook

The Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook,
who was appointed as the Geuneral
Secretary of the U.C.B.W. M.
at the annual meeting of the
Board, held in Salem, Massachus-
sets, at the end of Ilast year,
visited Jaffna last week, He was
felicitated at a Dinner given by
the Executive Committee and othcr
friends of the oD €S, T, ‘af
Bishop’s House at Vaddukoddai on
Friday, the 11th instant. The
Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar ' wel-
comed the Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook
and congratulated him on his new
appointment. Dr. Mook replied.
Dr. Mook had been from 1958

Southern Asia Secretary of the
U.C.B. W. M.

Our Students in
U.T. C., Bangalore

Of the five students elected
by the student body of the
United Theological College to its
governing board, the U, AN o
Council, three are from the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of South
India. They are the Rev. S. N,
Yugunananthan, B, Scy B.D,, Mr.

New
Diocesan Council Election

The following are among the
new elections made atthe annual
sessions of the Diocesan Council,
C.S. 1., held recently.

Secretary — The Rev, Sam. Tham-
poe.

Treasurer — Mr. K. A, Selliah.

To the Executive Committce —
The Revds. D. C. Ratnasingham
and S. P. Jeyasingham, and
Messrs. R. J. Thurairajah, C. J.
Eliathamby, V. Apandarajah,
L. S. C. Canagasingam and Miss
C. V. Selliah.

To the Medical Board — Rev. K.
S. Jeyasingam, Mr. A. R. Kadir-
gamar and Dr. A, Jeevaratnam.

To the Uduvil Girls' College
Board — Mrs. N. Selvaratnam,
Mrs. J. M. Sabaratnam, Mrs. C.
T. E. Mills and Mr. V. Ananda-
rajan.

To the Religious Education Board~
Miss C. V. Selliah and Mr. S.
Jeyanesan.

To the National Christian Coun-
cil — The Rev. S. S. Arulam-
palam and Mr. M. R. Selvarajah.

To the Jaffna College Board of
Directors — Mr. K. A. Selliah.

To the Jaffna College Technical

Institute Council — Mr. K. A.
Selliah.

To the Women's Christian College,
Madras — Mrs. S. ]J. Somasun-
dram.

Christian Medical College, Vellore-
The Bishop and Mr. A. Raja-
singham.

United Theological College, Ban-
glore — The Bishop, The Revy.
N. W. G. Sugunarajah.

Christian Literature Socicty of
Ceylon — The Rev. S, S. Aru-
lampalam and Mr. R. S. Jogendra.

Church of South India Synod —
The Revds. S. S. Arulampalam
and K.S. Jeyasingam and Messrs.
S. S. Selvadurai, A. R. Kadirga-
mar, R. S, Jogendra,

and Miss

C. V. Selliah.
Nesan Kadirgamar, M, A., and
Mr. T.S. Premarajah. They are
the only candidates from the

Jaffna Diocese at present at UuTcC.
This, therefore, is a very rare
achievement and a credit to the
students concerned in being ac-
cepted as leaders in that premier
theological  student community.
They are all Old Boys of Jaffna
College, an institution very closely
associated with UTC from its
very inception.

The Jaffna Diocesan Council’s
representatives to the Council this
year are the Rt. Rev.D. J. Am-
balavanar, Bishop, ].D.C.S. Tigs
and the Rev. N, W, G. Suguna-
rajah.  The Council meets in
April this year,

This is a record

The Rev. Pr. James S. Mather
has been a subseriber of the
Morning Star for a continuous
period of 65 years, He became a
subscriber in July 1911, when he
entered thc United Theological
College, Bangalore, as a student.
He is the only one living who
bas this record.

Hence, we have thought it
appropriate to use his article on
“the Meaning of Lent” as our
guest Editorial, today.

Christian Institute for the
Study of Religion and Society

Seminar on the Education of the
Plantation Workers

The C.I.S.R.S. conducted
a Seminar on the “ Education of
the Plantation Workers” at Trim-
mer Hall, Jaffna, on Saturday,
the 5th instant. Mr. J. A. Gnana-
mutthu gave the keynote address,
Mr. V. S. Veloo and Mr. Perumal
Samy, workersat Labookelli Estate,
Upper Division, gave first hand
information about the state of
Education among the plantation
workers.  An interesting discussion

followed. Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar
presided.

Seminar en Pastoral Counselling

- WANTED

1. A part time Instructor in

2,

English.

A Foundry man,
Rs. 300/- and Rs. 750/- per

month.

A Pattern maker, between 4
Rs. 300/- and Rs. 750/- per |
month.

A Fitter mechanic for Auto

shop, between Rs.300/- and

Rs. 500/- per month.

between

For further harticulars apbly :

Director,

Jaffna College Technical Institute,

Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

ARIAM H. PARAMASAMY

For all who believe

In the Risen Lord
Death is just a step

To a higher realm

Of wide elevation —
Into a place where time
Is not counted by hours

or years;

Where the soul is Safe
and Free

To live with God through
Eternity.

Mummy ! With fond memories

* Pastoral Counselling” was of life spent together — Mabhil.-

the subject of the Seminar held
on Saturday, the 12th instant at
Trimmer Hall. The main address
was given by Rev. Francis Xavier.
Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar presided.

OBITUARY

Mrs. Vietoria Nenneypillai

The death occurred on Thurs.
day, the 10th inst. of Mrs. Vic-
toria Nenneypillai, wife of the
late. Mr. V. Sinnathamby, at
Oddumadam, Jaffna. The funeral
was at the residence of her younger
son, Mr. S. Muthiah at Oddu-
madam. The Rev. M. A. Ratna-
rajah officiated, with the assistance
of Mr. S. Jeyanesan, a grandson
of the deceased. The committal
rites at the Koddady Cemetery
(Methodist Sector) were performed
by the Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah.

Letters to ¢he Editor
Dear Sir,

“ Christian Civilization” in
Tamil at the University -
The request for the teaching

of ' Christian Civilization” in
Tamil at the Jaffna Campus of
the University made by the
Cathelic Students’ Union, supported
by the leading article in the
Morning Star, is, if 1 may be
allowed to say so with deference,
very legitimate and sound. It is
earnestly hoped that the request
will be complied with early.

S. Sivasubramaniam

Honorary Secretary,

Council for National

Col. 12, Unity and Welfarg, .

16-3-1977.

IN MEMORIAM

Fond Birthday Thoughts
of
Our Precious Jewel

John Ponniah Thurairatnam

Born: 20th March

“ Where ever your treasure is,
There your heart and thoughts

will also be.”
Lk. 12: 34,

Thavam & Ponnarasu.

Wellawatte

&

Vellore.

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE

OF OUR DEAR MOTHER

ANNE PUSHPAMANY
SELVANAYAGAM

Called to Rest on 22-3-1976

“ Bless the Lord O my Soul and

Jorget not all His benefits.”
Fondly remembered by -

her loved ones,
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. Letters to the Editor_ A Service of Thanksgiving
T h . M e g S t i Dear' Sir, A Service of Praise
For God's Sake, Go Thanksgiving for the life and work
e I was intersted in your edit- for the late Dr. (.Miss) E 'M.
orial of 4-3-77. 1 agree that a.l:z Tfhigzym:ia:;m'ci:;:f“é:uf;“c:s: -9
The Meaning of Lent more negotiations or pacts with of Chundi

The Season of Lentis now on, and all over the world,' Christians
of all Denominations devote, at this time, special attention to the
study of, and meditation on, the story of the Cross. Ever.y ye;.u'
these days are spent by us in self-examination and stock-taking, in
the light of the Cross.

The story of the Cross is one of the saddest stories in the .hls-
tory of the world. At the same time, here, the wo.rld had. the ngh.t
answer and the correct solution for all problems, whlch. .natlons, fami-
lies and individuals face in life. In physical disabilities the worst
two are loss of eyesight and paralysis or non-use of one’s lmm?s and
legs, and being bed-ridden. In religion too, these Atwo are the? bitterest
calamities, spiritual blindness and religious para]ysnf. Lent l.S a sea-
son, when rightly observed, means ‘restoration of sight tp 'bllnd eyes
and revitalisation of the Church as well as of the Christian Home,

The events of the last days, before our Lord's Crusitictio.n, pro-
vide a wonderful key to unlock the meaning of our Lox:d's Llf'e and
Death, as well as of aliving and growing Church. Be.sn:!es. tl'ns key
helps every man to opem his own secret chambers within him, t?
know himself, to see himself as he really is, and to learn God’s
purposes for his life, The events in Lent help us to understand what
the Master said or did, before Lent. Earlier, He spf)ke abou.t for-
giving seventy times seven; during Lent He taught it by domg. it
Himself. Earlier, He called people to carry the cross and follow Him;
now He Himself carried the Cross. Earlier, He taught that to be
great was to be servant; now He is a servant; Himself.

Our Lord taught that God expects man to do to others, what
he expects or wants God to do to him; to bs forgiven, y?u should be
forgiving others. Our Lord’s Call to us is Follo“.r me” It means,
He is our model, and He expects us to follow His example.

In short, Lent is a time, when we should examine ourselves, in
the light of our Lord’s life. In our meditations, we should ask our-
selves, ' How much am I like Christ?’ ‘Is there anything in me,
that was in Him?’ ‘Is there anything I do, that He did?’ I hear
some one say, ' He prayed, I also pray.’” But He spent ‘whole
night’ in prayer. How many ‘whole nights’ have I spent in prayer,
last year?’ If you did, why? Was it for God and the establish-
ment of His Kingdom, as it was in His case? Or for yourself, for
some materialistic object? Was it, ‘My will should be done’? Or
was it, as in His case, ‘Not my will but Thy will’?

Some of the incidents in Lent give strong warning, and others
great exhortation, to all people, whatever their religion be.

Warning: Look at the time in the year, when the Jews cruci-
fied Jesus, and did much evil. “ Now the feast of unleavened bread
drew nigh, which is called the Passover, and the Chief Priests and
Scribes sought how they might kill Jesus.” Passover is their great
festival, when, year after year, they thanked God, for delivering them
from their bondage in Egypt. Jews from all parts of the country
flocked to Jeruselam for it. As if they had twe tongues, they praised
God with one tongue, and killed His son with the other !
all people against double life. In the Church or Temple, lifeis one
way; outside life conradicts it. It is such people the Master called
earlier as “ Whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward,
but within, they are full of dead bones and of all uncleanness,”

Lent warns

What a great country ours will be, if all people honestly prac-
tised what their religious taught them! What a triumpbant Church
ours will become, when we truly lived, as we know the Truth in the
life and the death on the Cross of our Lord! Lent warnsus to be
honest to ourselves, and to be loyal and faithful to God whom we
say we worship.

Great Exhortation: The way our Master faced all tribulations
and sufferings exhorts every one of us, at Lent, that life should be
self-less and God-centred, ever seekiug to do God’s will and not our
own, even as the Master did. In the Garden of Gethsamane, when
Peter took his sword to defend, the Master asked him to put away
his sword, reminding him that more than twelve legions of angels
would come and save Him. But still His was acase of ‘“Not my
will, but the will of the Father”.

Lent exhorts us
victory, peace and joy
as our Lord did,
please Him, and
God’s will, which
gave His life on
men and women,

to follow this great example of our Lord;
in this life are ours, when we live and work,
seeking to do as He did, ever seeking to
firmly resolved not to do anything against
displease and grieve Him, who loves us, and
the Cross to make us new creatures, ‘ born again’
members of the Family of God,

ever
ever
will

( Guest Editorial by the Rev, Dr. James S. Maiher )

and

a Sinhala dominated govemmen't
will be only an exercise in futi-

held at the St. John the Baptist
Church, Chundikuli, on Saturday,

lity as past r.xego(;iatio::sbha;: the 5th imst. at 7 a.m. It was
b aﬁfc1e°°}§'§§1ish23 in the conducted by the Archdeacon of

Jaffna, the Ven. J. J. Gnanapra-
gasam, assisted by the Rev. (Sevak)
Sam. Alfred and the Rev. Joseph
Sarvananthan. Tributes were paid
to Miss Thillayampalam by Mrs,
K. Snell and Mr. K. Nesiah. The
choir rendered two special anthems;
“Qaviour, When Night Involves -
the Skies” by Shelley: and

‘“ Crossing the Bar” by Tennyson.

Independent of 14-1-77, the Tamil
speaking people will never be
able to raise their heads in an
unitary form of government unless
it be to be beaten up and shut up

In the connection, 1 weuld
draw your attention to my article
‘*Separation” wherein I have re-
ferred to an earlier article which
was published in about November
1970 by you under the heading
" Federalism versus Racialism . 3

After the benediction was pro-
nounced by the Rt. Rev. Dr. S,
Kulendran, retired Bishop of the
Jaffnaa Diocese of the C.S.1I.,
the ashes of the deceased were

There is now no doubt that
secession is not only the only
solution but it is also the only
way the Tamil country can pros-
per. Total sovereignty is a must.

And has it not been pointed out removed for interment at the
that “Better live on turnips and Chundikuli Cemetery. Archdeacon
be free as Fabricus has said than Gnanapragasam  performed the

in luxury as a slave? G R S

The next move should be to
apply for membership of the UNO
and the Commonwealth, and also
apply for foreign =zid, including
free foreign aid, and embark on
building universities and expanding
irrigation, agricultural and animal
husbandary prejects.

Thanksgiving Service

A Service to thank God for
the lives and work of the late
Mrs. Poomany Nalliah, Mr. V.
Nalliah and Mr. J. H. A. Alaga-
ratnam was held om Saturday,
12th inst. at 9-00 a.m. at the
C.S. I. Church, Chavakachcheri,
The Service was led by the Rev.
K. S. Jeyasingam. The Lessons
were read by Mr. Thiviyakaran
Nalligh, the youngest son of the
late Mr. and Mrs, Nalliah, and Mrs.
Sumithra Arunthavanathan, the
youngest daughter of the late Mr.
J. H. A, Alagaratnam and Mrs.
Alagaratnam. Mrs. S. T. Asser-
vatham paid a tribute to the life
of Mrs. Nalliah. She said that Mrs.
Nalliah was concerned about the
welfare of all her friends ard
associates. By her charm and
genuine interest in other persens
she had won many friends. Her
interest in the activities of the
Church will be remembered for
many years. Miss Nilanthi Sanders,
a grand-daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Nalliah, sang a very meaningful
song. The Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam,
in his tribute to the lives of Mr.
Nalliah and Mr. Alagaratnam, said
that they were both keen Church-
men. He said that Mr. Nalliah’s
transculent personal integrity and
sincerity of purpose made him a

An immediate benefit will be
substantial employment for many
qualified amd industrious Tamil
youths and Tamil labour, which
alone is responsible even today
for 60% of the foreign exchange.
The Tamil workers on estates,
who - are now being gradually
edged out of Sinhala Nad by
Sinbala only nationalism, can be
and have to be employed in Tamil
Nad. Tamil labourer is the most pre-
cious wealth Sri Lanka has bad from
the dawn of recorded history and
will have, what would appear now
as a calamity over taking Tamil
labour in Sinhala Nad is really
a blessing in disguise. Thesc labou-
rers and they alone can solve the
food problem in as much as they
earn 60% of the foreign exchange
even today. And has it not been
said that the real wealth of a
country is what its workers pro-
duce?

The feeling of being a free
and sovereign people after so many
centuries of foreign rule will, in
itself, electrify the country and
galvanise the people to give of
their best to their country. What

Menon, India’s greatest Ambassa- Dighly  respected government
dor of modern times, said in an ©fficer. Mr. Nalliah served his
article in Times of Ceylon (16-1-75) Master even when faced with
“A million G.1.s...... could not Calamities. Rev.  Jeyasingam
stand up against a few thousand S&id that Mr. Alagaratnam’s simple
guerillas ...... men were animated Plety was always edifying. He

by the spirit of freedom " is of

was a contented man and derived
much significance in this context,

pleasure in serving the Community,
the church and his Master. The
Ven. J. J. Gnanapragasam, the
Archdeacon of Jaffna, preached a
sermon on the text ‘‘So then
everyone who hears these words
of mine and obeys them will be
like a wise man who built his
house on a rock.”

All that the people of Tamil
‘I:lafi have to tell the self imposed
Sinhala Only — Buddhism Fore-

most "' government is “ For God's
Sake, Go”, \

Yours faithfully,
J. R, Sinnatamby
Printed for the Jaffna D
Matthews residing at 19, Lady
Mr, Alveppillai Rajasingam,
Press, Knokesaotburai Road, |

iocese of the Church of South India by Mr. Philip

of Miracles East Road, Jafina, and published by
330, Navalar Road, Jaffua, at Sri Sanmuganathy
atina, on Friday, 18th Margh, 1977,
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