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Kodaikanal Schoel,
Tamilnadu

Dr. Robert King,  Ed. D., the
Deputy Principal of the Kodai-
kanal School, Tamilnadu, will be
in Jaffna this week-end. There
will be a Conference today at
Jaffna College at 4 p.m. to con-
sider the International Baccalaure-
ate Courses of the UNESCO
and the feasibility of introducing
these courses in Jaffna. Dr. King
who is officer-in-charge of these
examinations and courses at the
Kodaikanal School will address
the conference.

Tomorrow at 9 a. m., Dr.
King will conduct a Seminar at
Trimmer Hall, Jaffna, on the to-
pic “ Opportunities of Higher Edu-
cation — International Baccalaure-
ate Courses of the UNESCO”.
The Seminar has been organised
by the Christian Institute for the
Study of Religion and Society,
Jaffna.

The Jaffna Intercollegiate
Christian Fellowship

The Annual General Meeting
was held at Chundikuli Girls’
College on Monday, 28th of May,
1979.

The SCM units of Jaffna
College, St. John's College, Chundi-
kuli Girls’ College, Central College,
Vembadi Girls’ College, Kopay
Christian College and Drieberg
College participated at the meeting.

Mr. G. Rajanayagam, the Pre-
sident of the JICCF welcomed the
members and expressed his appre-
ciation of their interest in the
affairs- of the “ Fellowship .

He reminded them of the
important role that they have
been called upon to play in the
present socio-economic amd politi-
cal context in which we find our-
selves as a nation.

The following were elected
office-bearers for the year 1979—
1980: President:- Mr. R. E. J. A.
Setukavalar; Vice-President:- Miss
Y. Jeyaratnam; Secretary:- Mr. S.
Jebanesan; Treasurer:- Miss Y.
Daniel; Student President:- Miss
Sumathy Frapcis; Student Secret-
ary:- Miss Chandra Benjamin.

An Extract from the
Indian Freedom of Religion

Act, 1978
In this Act, unless the con-
text otherwise requires,
(a) conversion — means re-

nouncing one religion and adopt-
ing another.

(b) force shall include a show
of force or a threat of injury of
any kind including threat of di-
vine displeasure or social excom-
Mmunieation.

(¢) fraud shall include mis-
representation or any other fraud-
ulent contrivance.

(d)  inducement shall ineclude
the offer of any gift or gratifica-
tion either in cash or in kind
and shall also include the grant
of any benefit, either pecumary
Or otherwise,

A new Pressure Group

Movement for the Ordination of Women

For the first time, British
Activists from five organisations—
the Student Christian Movement,
Christian Action, the Anglican
Group' for the Ordination of Wo-
men, the Society for the Ministry
of Women in the Church, and
the Christian Parity Group — have
joined forces to launch a natiopal
pressure group in Britain called
the Movement for the Ordination
of Women (MOW ).

MOW claims some 3000 sup-
porters, clergy and laity, men and
women. The campaigners are a
surprising mixture. Some see
women’s ordination as a strictly
church concern. Others are femin-
ists who place it firmly in the
wider ambit of tackling women’s
oppression in society.

While congregations in
Methodists,

the
Lutheran, and other

NY PEOPLE

OBITUARY
SINGHAM C. S. N.

Father of the late Reggie,
late Leo, Mrs. Quintus Mather,
late Benny, and Archi,

The Ashes will be interred
at the C.S.1 Cemetery

Reformed Churches have accepted
women ministers, their counter-
parts in the Church of England
are extremely conservative in their
attitude.

As to the argument that the
Church of England must not move - at Pandaterruppu
on the matter until Rome and at 4-20 p. m.
the Orthodox Churches are ready, on Saturday, 16th June, 1979.
the MOW says “ This has never

been the way that growth has NO: L M_"_A"n“e’
taken place in the ecumenical Mt Lavinia.
movement. It has developed by ——

responding to new concerns, not WANTED

by dodging them.”

One in five of the MOW To buy a used, Tropicalised
activists are men ard the imme- PIANO
diate aim of the group is to cet in good condition.
up a national *'launch conference
very soon as the members feel
that they are dealing with opinions
that are not theological but emo-
tional.

Contact :
Mrs. W. R. Holmes,
Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai.

Minister in favour of
“ Negotiations ”

“The government is aware
that Tamils in the North had
certain problems. These problems
could be settled through negotia-
tions,” said Mr. S. B. Herath,
the Minister of Food and Co-
operatives, speaking at a Confer-
ence held at the Jaffna Secretariat
on Friday, 1st of June, convened
by the District Minister for Jaffna,
Mr. A. R. Munsoor.

The Conference was attended
by all the M. Ps. of the Jaffna
District and government officials,
including the Food Commissioner,
Mr. P. M. Hassen.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, the
Leader of the Opposition said
that Mr. Herath was at the head
of an important ministry, the
handling or mishandling of which
had made and unmade govern-
ments in Sri Lanka. He was
confident that Mr. Herath was
one who would deliver the goods.
Mr. Amirthalingam pledged the
support of his party to all develop-
ment work in the country.

The Minister was accorded a
reception at Naga Vihare. He
also visited the historic Nallur
Hindu Temple.

Scheols’
Shakespeare Competition

The Annual Inter Schools
Shakespeare Drama Competion
organised jointly by the Central
YMCA and the Colombo North
Rotary Club, will be beld on the
13th and 14th of June at Lionel
Wendt Theatre.

The Finals will be held at
Ladies College Hall, Colombo on
June 16 at 6-30 p. m. Fourte.en
schools are participating. Trophies
will be awarded to:- Best Boys
School, Best Girls Schools, Best
Outstation Boys and Girls School
and to the Best Actor and the
Best Actress,

—_—

Examination Success World Parliamentarian’s

Conference

Sri Lanka will host the
World Parliamentarian’s Confer-
ence in Colombo in August. A
Population Week is to be de-
clared by the government to coin-
: cide with this Conference.

He is the son of Mr. & Mrs. The activities' of the Week
K. ‘Jeyaratnam of the Araly | be a Slogan Contest, a Poster
Church. Dr. P. Jeyaratnam was Campaign and an Exhibition to
on the Staff of Green Memorial make the public aware of the
Hospital, Manipay, before he left impact of rapid population growth
for the United Kingdom to pro- on resources and development of
secute higher studies. the country.

The Ministry of Plan Imple-
mentation ard the Information
Department will jointly organise
the Population Week.

O Dr. Premachandran Jeyarat-
nain, presently working at the
Wolferhampton Hospital (U. K.)
has obtained the Fellowship of
the Faculty of Anpaesthesia of
the Royal College of Surgeons
(FFARCS).

O Mr. Ponnarasit Thurairatnam
has been successful in the final
M. B. B. S. Examination of the
Christian Medical College at Vel-
lore. He is the son of Mrs. Thava-
many Thurairatnam and the late

IN BRIEF ..........

Mr. J. P. Thurairatnam of the g A Seven per cent increase
Colombo Church eof the J.D. g, .y international air-fares has
C.S. L been announced by the Interna-
Osé Dr = Grigiaseers whairatias tional Air Transporters’ Associa-

has obtained his F. R, C. S. (Eng- tion in London. Air Lanka will
land) Degree. He is tb.e .sou of operate its inaugural flight!. to
Mrs. E. G. Rajaratnam and of the Liondahggn -1.9:29:

late Mr. S. N. Rajaratnam of
Moor Road, Wellawatte.

* their faith in Christ”. The
Church at Salan village in the
The Cost of being Christian S3me area has been pulled down.
The Government of India, it is
Srinagar feared, is expressing in the Union
An angry mob, protesting Territory what they want to
against the hanging of the former ipflict on the whole nation.
Pakistan Prime Minister, Z.. A, Bihar
Bhutto, burned down All Saints A ' Romasl (Oitholic. fiedk

Church and- Parsonage'in'Srinagar Father Martinseck was murdered

sty Stk 9f Apr‘l' gk at Bibar and Father Thomas who
ATh.ny did" this" betause Fhe was with him was shot at by
professional hangman was a Christ- actailantsi (ihe kiareats Seetickic

ian. The Christians of Srinagar havhs (hasnseEaiharsiLHema e
have asked for the prayerful sup- Hallt distaiEsadi it nitanonmeh

Ratk .Of al!, for safety* and for,. Father Thomas is in hospital.
rehabilitation.

The matter has been raised

in the Lok Sabha by Mr. A. C.

from George. Representatives of the
Christian community and the
Church in Bihar took out a silent

Arunachel Pradesh

According to reports
Arunachel Pradesb, the Govern-
ment has begun implementing the
Arunachel Pradesh Freedom of proeession at Patna on 3-3-79 in
Religion Act of 1978. Three protest against these mounting
Christians in the Changlang area atrocities on churches, priests and
have been arrested on acecunt of RBuns.
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EDITORIAL
Justice At Any Cost

Two developments with regard to what is now known as the
Tamil Problem (we wish it were called the Tamil Cause) have been
highlighted io the newspapers recently.

One of them, a Conference organised by a broad spectrum of
Tamil Professionals in New York, sought to lift the problem from
its present emotional level to an intellectual or academic level, with
a view to finding out ‘a viable model’ of political structure which
would be acceptable to all communities in the country.

Despite the sincerity of purpose, behind this move, news reports
about this conference reaching Sri Lanka did not stir even a leaf
in the country. The reason is not far to seek. The ‘symposium’
as the conference was called, was only a forum for argument. It
hurt nobody. It stirred nobody.

But the Resolutions adopted at the Massachusetts House of
Representatives on 9-5:79, on the other hand, became a hot issue.
It caused such a futter in the political dovecotes of the country
that the local Press was quick to take the cue and launch a three
pronged attack on the Resolutions — its contents, its authors and the
State which sponsored the resolutions.

Strange enough, the vendetta, triggered by the local Press, was
taken up by an Association called The Sri Lanka Muslim Political
Study Circle (of whom unfortunately we did not hear before), who
made the claim, "“after long deliberation and careful consideration”,
that the 10 lakhs of Muslims in Sri Lanka are a seperate entity

and have no affinity in culture or religion with the 30 lakhs of
Tamils referred to, in the Massachusetts Resolution.

That the Study Circle has obviously used facts more for ** sup-
port” of their objective to drive a wedge between the Tamil com-
munities in this country, than for ‘‘illumination”, is clear from the
following extract from its “statement” published in the CDN of
2-6-79 :—

“Tt is a well known fact that even the Tamils of the Eastern

Province and the Hill Country who excel in great qualities and

who co-exist with Muslims and maintain friendly relations with

the Muslims have not become acceptable to the northerners.”
(The Italics are ours.)

We wish the members of the Study Circle had spent more of
their time and talent, in drawing up a constructive well thought-out
scheme for achieving national harmony than in merely categorising
the Tamils into ‘‘sheep and goats” — an exercise which is fraught
with grave political ramifications.

Why a section of the Muslims, normally a sober industrious peo-
ple, averse to take sides in any emotional issue should bave, all of
a sudden, turned purple with rage and erupted into our national
headlines with a scathing attack on a section of the Tamils, the
northerners, is a matter that has to be watched carefully by the
government in the interests of national welfare. The exercise can-
not be dismissed merely as a freak outbirst, although some state-
ments made by the Study Circle as, for instance, that 8000 square
miles of the Northern areas are now occupied hundred per cent by Tamils,
would not have been put on record, by a responsible body of people.

In a global context, we frankly donot see how internationalising
human rights violations in any country should lead automatically to
communal eruptions in that country. The Ammnesty International
KNewsletter ( Vol. IX, No.3) under the section — ‘' United Nations—
focus on human rights” says:—

‘“AI's representative at the United Nationsin New York, reports
that it was possible to detect from the debates, the consolidation
of the concensus that human rights are indivisible and may be
looked at from an international point of view as well as a
national one.” (The Italics are ours.)

The ‘debates’ referred to, in the above paragraph, were those at the
33rd Session of the U. N. General Assembly held in New York late
last year at which the Human Rights Award (won by the A7) was
significantly received on behalf of the Al by Suriya Wickremasinghe
from the Sri Lanka section.

It is certainly a matter of grave concern that there is currently
so much of acrimonious exchanges and flamboyant communal rheto-
ric in this country, which in their cumulative effect, tend to damage
not merely the Tamil Cause but all other ‘causes’ espoused by the
government in power. Those classic words of Abraham Lincoln, the
16th President of the United States, are, at no time more relevant,
in our history, than it is today:—

“In times like the present, men should utter nothing for which

they would not willingly be responsible through time and eternity.”

The pervasive gloom in many Tamil homes where a child who
has obtained FOUR Credit Passes at the Advanced Level Examina-
tion is shut out from all ‘' Faculties” of the University or where a
middle aged breadwinner of a family is denied by statute, the incre-
ments he has earned and his promotional prospects because he has
not passed the Grade Eight Proficiency Examination in Sinhala
(normally an eight year course for a student in school in his mother-
tongue medium ) cannot be measured by human scales nor can it be
dismissed as ‘‘a distortion of facts or some idle pretension”
even dispelled by reeks of propaganda through the local press.

This is the ‘Tamil problem’. Unless we can transcend the fester-
ing hatreds of politics and race in our country and give to the Tamil
speaking people their fundamental rights [already identified in the

UNP Mayifesto of July, 1977], we shall continue to remain a nation
at war with its own conscience.

nor

*“ Injustice is easy to bear " says a writer, ' what stings is justice',

Letter to the Editor

THE MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTION AND PRESS REACTION

Sections of Colombo’s Daily
press have gone hysterical over
the Massachusetts House of Re-
presentatives’ resolution on the
‘'gross injustices that have been
inhumanely inflicted on Tamils of
Sri Lanka”. In lengthy editorial
comments the ‘' Daily News’ and
the ‘Sun’ have seized this oppor-
tunity to ridicule, taunt, distort
facts and heap abuse on Tamil
political activists abroad. In doirg
so they have not only ioflicted
one more injustice on the Tamils
but bave demonstrated to the
world that the average Tamil
man and woman in this country
has not only to fear the common
thug on the streets in predomin-
antly Sinhala areas, but also has
to fear far more dapgerous men
in control of the news media in
this country. These daily news-
papers have broken normal canons
‘of journalistic etiquette in making
a weighty comment on 2a Dews
report that they had taken great
care not to publish. In their
highly selective reporting of news
and comment on Tamil affairs it
has become customary for these
newspapers to publish news favour-
able to the government while
choosing to supress news and
comment favourable to the Tamil
cause.

The Massachusetts resolution
is alandmark in internationalising
the Tamil issue. The Lanka
Guardian in its October 15th
issue, commenting on Mr. Vaikun-
thavasan’s daring seizure of the
rostrum of the United Nations
General Assembly said that it was
* of course the most spectacular
exercise in a concerted campaign
by Tamil expatriates to interna-
tionalise the Tamil issue”. The
Tamil expatriates have now carr-
ied forward the issue into the
State Assembly of one of Ameri-
ca’s most enlightened, liberal and
politically conscious States —a
State with which incidentally
Jaffna has had a long and inti-
mate connection. To a disheart-
ened and forlorn people at home,
conscious of the fact that we are
a weak minority at the mercy of
an unsympathetic majority, the
Massachusets Resolution has in-
fused a fresh enthusiasm and cour-
age to keep the issue alive in the

ce of concerted and coldly cal-
culated moves by the party in
power to force the Tamils to give
up their struggle for their just
rights.

In a full
the editor of the ‘Daily News’
has used all the cliches in a
journalist’s arsenal to pour con-
tempt on and ridicule the Tamil
expatriates in particular, and the
Tamils in general. Some of the
epithets he flings such as ‘buffoon-
ery’, ‘sanctimonious martyrdom’,
‘extremists elements’, ‘duplicity ’,
‘ distortion of facts’, etc., can be
returned with equal vehemence
against his newspaper, and his
UNP masters. It is precisely be-
cause we can no longer stand
this abuse and humiliation as an

column editorial
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oppressed nationality that 'Ihe
Tamils bave sought, after thirty
years of patient waitivg, to inter-
nationalice the issue. Love of
country is not the monopoly. of
the Sinhalese at Lake House. It
is because the Tamils wish to be
left alone to develop our home-
lands in peace and security that
we have asserted the right to
national self-determination.

The Massachusetts Resolution
does not make a case for a se-
parate state. It is an eloguent
and soberly worded call on all
concerned, to rectify the injustices
inflicted on the Tamils. It is
therefore mischievous for the editor
of the ‘Daily News’ to make
reference to the demand for a
separate state in this context. It
is also becoming customary both
inside and outside Parliament to
accuse the Tamils of inciting fresh
outbursts of communal viclence.
These are veiled threats no differ-
ent from that of the big bully at
school. Therefore is it any won-
der that the Tamils should seek
friends abroad. The American
peoples’ commitment to justice
and human rights is second to-
none in the world. They have
had a long tradition of criticism
of their own governments. The
American press is known the world
over for its free reporting of news
and expression of views. That a
small minority in a little known
island on this globe should have
made its voice heard in the Massa-
chusetts House of Representatives
is as much a tribute to the Tamil
expatriates as to the citizens of
that State. We, back at home
here, wish our friends and com-
rades abroad more strength and
success in the pursuit of a just
cause.

Dushyanthan

Classical Western Music
Re-created

The Academy of Ancient
Music in London is currently
engaged in a noteworthy research.
The Academy is attempting to
recreate the 62 symphcnies attri-
buted to Mozart by restoring the
18th century instruments used by
Mozart and by following the teeh-
nique of his day (when there
were no conductors) and the er-
chestra followed the Keyboard
player or the Concert Master
(first violin) who stood while
playing.

All the orchestra instruments
which Mozart used in his day in
terms of which he conceived his
62 symphonies have been now
radically altered with the result

that the sound which reaches
modern ears is pot the sound
which he wanted his audiences
to hear.

The Academy of Ancient Mu-
sic is trying to turn time back
for lovers of classical music. The
Research that is now going on is,
according to a writer, ‘‘akin to
stripping the grime of the centur-
ies from masterpieces of painting .
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