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The Archbishop of
Canterbury to Retire

Dr Donald Coggan, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury will resign
his post from 26-1-80. The Arch-
bishop will be completing his 70th
year on October 9, 1979 and sev-

enty has become the age limit
for Bishops of the Church of
England.

Dr. Coggan succeeded Dr.
Michael Ramsey in November,
1974 and was enthroned in Janu-
ary, 1975. Technically his succes-
sor will be appointed by the Queen
on the advice of the Prime Minis-
ter.

Buat since 1977, Bishops in
the Church of England have in
effect been elected by a small
“crown appointments’ commission”
consisting of both Diocesan and
national representatives which sub-
mits two names to the Prime
Minister in order of preference.

Christa Seva Ashram,
Chunnakam

Mr. P. J. Sooriyakumar of
the Christa Seva Ashram will be
leaving shortly to join the Madurai
Theological Seminary for the
B. Th. course. He has already
had one year’s study at the Theo-
logical College at Pilimatalawa.

Sooriyakumar was initiated by
Sevak Rev. Sam. Alfred as Sevak
Apedshakan (the Second stage in
the first
community) on August 21st, 1976,
on the oceasion of the 37th Anni-
versary of the Christa Seva Ash-
ram, Churnakam. He isa nephew
of the late Rev. I. T. Yesusaha-
yam (Sinnanan) of the Ashram,

‘Soori’ has been nurtured at
the Ashram since his boyhood and
has been consistently a very loyal
member of the Ashram commu-
nity.

The Government Agent,
Jaffna

following is an extract
from the 8ri Lanka Guardian
about the G. A. of Jaffna, Mr.
Lionel Fernando, who has now
been transferred :—

The

“ Whatever may be the rea-
sons behind the G. A’s transfer,
how complicated would be its
aftermath? ‘End of Jaffna’
was how a former S. P., Jaffna
responded to a local reporter
when the latter first broke the
news of the G. A’s transfer.

The feeling of security plus
the profound belief that the
G. A. was a man whom anyone
could approach anytime and
have their problems solved as
quickly as human ingenuity
would go, would naturally ebb
away with his departure.”

In other districts in Sri Lanka,
the G. As. operate as Secretaries
to the District Minister. In Jaffna
Blone, the G.A. is not the Sec-
fetary to the District Minister,

Order of the Ashram '

A new Bcumenical Venture
——CT Zcumenical Venture

The Jaffna Clergy Fellowship meets at Vembadi

The Jaffna Clergy Fellowship,
& new ecumenical venture, which
was inaugurated on the 6th of April
this year at the Mission House,
Nallur (when the Bishop of Col-
ombo, the Rt. Rev. Swithin Fer.
nando was on a visit to Jaffna)
held its first meeting after the
Inauguration on the 6th of June,
at Lockwood House, Vembadi.
There were twenty members of
the clergy present, representing
the Roman Catholic Church, the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of
South India, the Methodist Church
and the Anglican Church,

The meeting began with open-
ing worship conducted by the Ven.
Sam. D. Horshington, Archdeacon
of Jaffna. The Rev. Fr. Philip
Ponniah, of the Roman Catholic
Church spoke on the ‘° Charisma-
tic Movement ”, outlining its
growth from the Classic Pente-
costalists of 1919 to the Catholic
Pentecostalists  of today.

A discussion followed at which
the former Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
(Dr.) S. Kulandran cautioned the
gathering on an over-emphasis of
‘ experience’.  While emphasising,
love and forgiveness as gifts of the

Spirit one should not forget, said
Dr. Kulandran, that the Holy
Spirit also judges and condemns

where there was sin and unrighte-
ousness,

Rev. Wesley Ariarajah, Chair-
man of the North Ceylon Synod
of the Methodist Ck¥ch and the
Rev. D. R. Ampalavauar, the Bi-
shop’s Commissary 2 ke J..D),
C.S. 1., participate¢ .n the Dis-
cussion. The Rev. Wesley Aria-
rajah pointed out that earlier the
emphasis was not on experience
but of assurance of Redemption.

VADDUKODDA].
WEDDING i
Arumainayagam — Jayarajah

A pretty Wedding was sol-
emnized at St. James’ Church,
Nallur, on Saturday, the 9th June
at 430 p.m. when Dr. Joseph
Thiruthavakumar, the son of Dr.
Se T Arumainayagam (Puttur
Mission Hospital) and Mrs. Aru-
mainayagam of Thampalai, Atchu-
vely, led tothe altar Miss Ingrid
Nirupa, a daughter of Dr., S,
Charles Jayarajah ( ENT. Surgeon,
General Hospital, Singapore) and
Mrs. Jayarajah, ‘Hydene’, Kach-
cheri - Nallur Road, Jaffna, anda
grand daughter of Mr, & Mrs. J,
C. Charles of Nallur. 5

Rl S —n o e
The Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar was The Ven. Canon Sam D.

of the view tbat experience and
Faith go together and eannot be
separated,

The meeting ended with cho-
rus singing and prayer offered by
Rev. D. R. Ampalavapar. The
next meeting of the Fellowship
was fixed fer August First when
it was hoped that the Rev. George
Good will address the Fellowship
on " The Devotional Life of the
Minister.” The venue of the
meeting will be announced later,
after consultation with the Very
Rev. S. A. Michael Samy, Vicar-
General of the R. C. Church.

Kidnapped Missionary
Released

The Rev. Lloyd Van Vector,
American Missionary (UCBWM),
President of Dansalan Junior Col-
lege: in Marawi City, Southern
Philippines, who was abducted by
seven -armed terrorists from his
college office in March this year
was released after 19 days of
captivity. [We reported the news
briefly in our issueof 6-4-79,]

The kidnappers demanded a
500,000 peso ransom. The reason
given by his kidnappers, the Moro
National Liberation Front was
that he is loved by people of
Marawi City and in the Muslim
provinces.

Muslims and Christians were
brought together by their shared
eoncern for the fate of the mis-
sionary. The rebels had done
considerable damage for their own
cause which is autonomy for the
South. Half of those who nego-
tiated for the release were Muslim
religious leaders.

It was only after he was re-
leased that he learned about the
death of his wife, after surgery
at Manila.

IN BRIEF ..ccnuisens

@ Sir Richard Attenborough is
determined to make a mammoth
film of Mahatma Gandhi, a
dream on which he has been

working since 1962. With the
smpport of the Indian Govern-
ment, he will start on it after

the raonsoons have ended. 'It
will take four years, according
4o bis estimate,

Ltteer to_the Editor
An Appeal to all Lay People

of the Diocese of Colombo
in Jaffna

The Morning Star of 15-6-79
announces an Institute of Theo-
logy for Lay Training. We urge
as many of you as find it con-
venient to attend these Lectures/
Seminars. This is a rare oppor-
tunity which will equip you for
tasks we have in mind for all
lay people. The lay training is
a necessary prerequisite for these
tasks.

The course is well planned
with eminent teachers. For fur-
ther details please write to:i—
The Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan,
The Parsonage, Vaddukoddai.

Colombo, C. S. Ponnuthurali,
20-6-79. Hony. Secretary, Laity.
The Maramon Convention

The Maramon Convention
( Maramon is a village in Kerala)
was this year held from 25th of
February to the 4th of March,
It is convened by the Evangel'is-
tic Association of the Mar Thoma
(St. Thomas) Church.

Sadhu Sunder Singh and Dr.
Stanley Jonmes had preached at
this convention. On the last day
there was 100,000 people.

Archbishop Stuart Blanch of
York, Dr. Alan Walker from Aus-
tralia, Bishop Elia Peter of the
Methodist Church in India and
Dr. A. B. Masilamani of the In-
dian Bible Society were the speak-
ers this year.

The secular press of the
highly literate state, publishes long
summaries of the sermon preached
at the eonvention,

Horshington, Archdeacon of Jaffna
solemnized the marriage, assisted
by the Rev. J. Sarvanandan, The
Rev. S. Wesley Ariarajah, Chair-
man, North, East District Metho-
dist Church preached the homily,

A well attended reception was
beld at the spacious St. John’s
College Hall, Chundikuli which
was tastefully decorated for the
occasion. Ly

A Special
Annual General Meeting
of the
Alliance Francaise de Jaffna

will be held on

Monday, the 25th inst.
at 6-00 p. m.
at the Alliance

which will be followed
by a Tea Party.
All members and siudents are
kindly requested ic be present.

130, Ist Cross Street,
Jaffna.

IN MEMORIAM

Cyrus T. Ethirnayagam Mills
Called to Rest on June 28, 1978.
“ Faith lifts up shining arms

And points ito a happier world
Where our loved omnes await us.”

Fondly remembered by
his loved ones.

‘Green Villa,’
Manipay.
IN MEMO

PAKIARATNAM MA

(NEE CURTIS) g
wife of the Rev. Dr. James S. \Hlther
Deprted: 29th June, 1963
The name of the Lord is. ever
praised for her noble life,
by her loved ones
in Sri Lanka and outside,

No. 5, Nimal Road,
Colombo 4,
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
Hope and Reality

Politics in Sri Lanka is increasingly becoming a harsh busin?ss.
Every balm that is applied to a festering brPise is { ‘Howed'by side-
effects which are more severe in their intensity and miore disastrous
in their results than the bruise itself.

Almost in the wake of a statement made in Parliament b;.r. the
Minister of Education and Higher Education, Dr. Nissanka Wijeye-
ratne, about the ‘balanced state of living’ now in.th:\ country, among
the different communities—Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims and Burghers—

- (despite what rabble:rousers may attempt to do), cime & back-lash
from an elder statesman of the Muslim comlpunity. Which_ not
merely floored the Minister but all lovers of nationzl harmony in the
country.

In the course of a letter which the elder statesman of t.he Mus-
lims, addressed to the TULF General Secretary, he has said :—

1t will be observed, in the Eastern Province & 1d the Northextn
Province, the Muslims have, from time imm morial. lived in
watertight compartments without mixing with the Tamil popula-
tion, unless in the Sinhalese areas.” (CDN 13:6-79)

(Italics are ours.)

“\Why chop up this little island ?" cried our I‘re'sidentf Mr. 1
R, Jeyawardene at the Colombo Hindu College Prize Giving on
6-4-79, He will now, of course, know who is choPplng the country
and also the motivation behind the chopping exercise.

Albert Schweitzer,
will be of

In this context, the following reflections by Dr
the renowned Theologian, Philosopher and Missionary,
topical interest:—

““The idea of the broiherhood of all human beings is inherent
in the metaphysics of most of the great religious systems.........
Throughout history, however, the insight that we have a wider
duty toward human beings, has never attained (he dominance to
which it is entitled. Down fo our own times, il has been under-
mined by differences of race, religion and nationality.”

(The Italics are ours.)

Vindictive zealotry can never overshadow the political malaise,
that afflicts the country today, the insufferable gap between /opes
held out to the Tamil speaking people and the realsties of their
political existence in the Tamil speaking areas. o

We hold no brief for Eelam or for the policies of any °party’
in the country, which believes in political manipulation te achieve
its ends or in holding out promises that have little significance or
value in the context of realities in the country.

Qur Tamil Ministers of State have painted a rosy picture of
what awaits the Tamil speaking people, from the bulging UNP bag-
gage of gift packets, as fer instance, a museum in honour of the
great Tamil Poet, Arumuga Navalar, to be erected in Jaffna at a
cost of Five million Rupees.

But, ironically enough, no Tamil speaking person, to our know-
ledge, has so far received a reply in Tamil (the language to which
the great Poet dedicated his life) to apy letter he addressed to a
government department, nor has a Tamil ever succseded in getting
a cheque drawn in his favour in his own language, in the Northern
Secretariat.

Tamil has been given the status of a national language in our
Constitution and the Minister of Regional Development has rightly
hailed the event as marking a great milestone in the political history
of onr country. But, in practical terms, the incremental rights of
Tamil public servants have not yet been restored ncr have any con-
crete measures been taken so far to clarify the government policy,

with regard to their promotional prospects which have been freezed
because of the language barrier.

Further blueprints have also been announced by the government,
all of them undoubtedly, endemic to the culture of cur people, as for
instance. a Hindu Cultural University at Trincomalee, on the lines
of the Benares Hindu University, and a state-aided Studio in Jaffna
to give a fillip to the local production of religious fiims. Jaffna may
also be the venue of the first ever International Bharatha Natiyam
Festival to be held in Asia.

But these promises do not, unfortunately, assuage the obnoxious
impact of present realities. The story is told of Napoleon Bonaparte,
that as first Consul of France, he was constantly irritated by the
failure of his government to retain the support of one of the great
writers of the day — Madame de Stael, who sought to formulate the
theory and 'effect the practice of real political freedom.

" What does she want?"” demanded Napoleon of his' brother
Joseph. ““Is it the restitution of her father’s deposit? Is it the right
to stay in Paris? I’ll have it done.” Madame de Stael dismissed
all such concessions with her customary candour. ‘‘Good Lord,”
she exclaimed, '‘It’s not a question of what I want, but what 7
think,"

THE GREATEST ST

The title of this brief story
is a common description of the
gospel story. Christians are a\wayi
looking for new wWays to pfesen‘
this story. Dr. Norma.\n Vincen
Peale gives the following account
of a way of telling the gre.atest
story which is unbelievably 'Slmplo
but also effective and moving:

Among the theatre offerings
which I saw while in London
recently with my wife was one’
entitled, ‘' St. Mark’s Gospel.’
When 1 found that all tickets
had been sold, I inquired of a
friend as to whether it was the
gospel or some parody of it and
he told me it was a straightfor-
ward recital of the whole sixteen
chapters by a good Englisb actor
following the classical King James
version, of the Gospel of Mark,

The preacher in me was fas-
cinated. Admittedly Mark wrote
the shortest of the four Gospels,
but even so, surely it would take
at least a couple of hours for
anyone to recite it. How could
an actor hold an audience’s atten-
tion that long?

Ruth and I had to leave
ILondon before we had a chance
to find out, but when we heard
that McCowan, the actor, was
planning to repeat his presentation
in New York, we went to the
office immediately and were in the
audience at the very first perfor-
mance.

When the lights dimmed, we
watched with surprise as McCowan
walked out on stage in a casual
sports +jaeliet and =z shirt open at
the neck. The stage was bare
except for three chairs, a table,
a drinking glass and a pitcher of
water. In his hand the actor
carried a tiny copy of the text
(to which he never referred) and
after a few introductory remarks
in which he reminded us that
*gospel” means ‘‘good news”
~and pointed out that Mark’s was
the first written of the New
Testament books, almost without
our being aware of it he slipped
into telling us ‘‘ The beginning of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
*Son of God, as it is written in
the prophets, Behold, I send my
messenger before thy face which
shall prepare thy way before thee.
The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the ILord, make His paths
straRightedic ey

For the next two hours, with
one short intermission, I was spell-
bound as the story of Jesus un-
folded. I found myself looking
on in amazement as blind men
saw and the dead returned to life.
I watched with fascination as
seven loaves of bread and a few
fishes fed 4000 people who hadn’t
had any food in three days. There
were moments when I laughed
out loud, amused at the under-
standable confusion of ordinary
men trying to fathom the ways
of God in their midst, or at the
all-too-human ambitions of James
and John jockeying for position
in eternity, trying '‘to sit one on
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thy right hand, 'and the othef’ on
thy left hand, in thy eglory. .

I con'd see ]'esus sitting down
to tell stories about farmers and
poor widows and landowners ‘l’h“' .
servants were beaten by \{mleﬁt
tenants. [ listened to Him ag
He told me specifically how He f
wanted me to live my life. T =
could feel the tension mounting
as Jesus moved toward Jerusalem
and then I, too, was sweptupin
the dram~ of those days of pain
and anguich until, at last, I felt
a surge of joy when Jesus rose.
from the dead. The story ended
quietly when ‘“He was received
up into heaven, and sat on the'
right bard of God. And they
went forth, and preached every-

3

where, the Lord working with
them, ard confirming the word
with sigrs fellowirg., Amen.”

~ How did this actor bold me
and the rest of the audience in
rapt attention through 678 verses
of Scripture? He did it with his
trained actor’s voice, his sense of
timing, his instinct for drama.
But he also did it because Mark’s
words were there, great words
that have “been moving and
changing us for almost 2000 years.

What McCowan did for me
that eve ing can happen for you
any time. Just pick up the gospel
of Mark and read it through from
beginning to end at one sitfing.
You’'ll be surprised at its power,

o WoREHE

__An ‘cumenical Study
Programme

A new Eecumenical
Programme in English is being
introduced from June this year
at the Tamil Theological Semin-
“ary, Madurai. Up to now pro-
grammes have enly been available
in Tamil.

Study

So far the language problem
has prevented foreign students
from taking such courses. Seven
students have already enrolled for
this new programme. The cour-
ses will cover such subjects as:-
Mission and Dialogue, Popular
Religions in South India, Hindu-
ism, South Indian Culture, Indian
Christian Theology, and an under-
standing of Indian Society.

The Country’s Fourth Estate

Inavgurating a course for
Journalists at Lake House,
Minister Anandatissa de Alwis,
who is himself an ex-Journalist,
said that Journalism did not
mean holding up a. mirror only
to the favourable activities of the
government. ‘‘ Newspapers”, the
Minister said “ were now. free to
write for the good of the country.
At the moment they are doing
it with velvet gloves but soom
the gloves will come off.”

Mr. R. L. Michael, the
Editor of The Independent and
Mr. S. P. Amarasingham, Editer

of the Tvibune also addressed the
gathering.
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