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_ » -The- Jaffna College
Prize Giving

The Annual Prize Giving of
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddal was
held on Wednesday 19th of Septem-
ber in the College Quadrangle.

Professor K. D. Arudpraga-
sam, B. Sc. Ph. D., Professor and
Head of the Department of Zoo-
logy of the University of Colombo
was the Chief Guest Mrs, W, R,
Holmes distributed the prizes.

The progrmme commenced
with the lyric “eodsdr srare®
&FUCuér " and Prayer offered
by Dr. W. R. Holmes. A playlet
in English, ‘‘Lost and Found”,
by the Junior School and *“a
Narration” by a student, were
other features of the delightful
evening’s programme.

The President of the School

Council, S. Jeyendran proposed
the . Vote of Thanks It was
seconded by Mr., W. D. Kula-
thungam of the staff.

A detailed Report will be

given in our next issue,

The Director of the Jaffna
College Technical
Institute Honoured

Mr. S. Rajanayagam, the
Director of the Jaffna College
Technical Institute and  the

Manager & Authorised Represent-
ative of Jaffna College, and the
former Chairman of the Jaffna
‘College Board of Directors has
been invited to Seoul in South
Korea to attend a Conference of
the Asia Electronics Union. This
is the Tenth of*the once in two
years meeting for Electronics
Enginesrs and Manufacturers from
Asia and Oceana. At Seoul this
year there will be seventeen
eountries participating including
representatives from Japan, Aust-
ralia, India and from some Inter-
national agencies like UNESCO.
He has been invited to this
meeting as a founder member and
the first signatory to the agree-
ment inaugurating the Union. He
will receive the title of Honorary
Member on 28th September, will
deliver an address on 29th, and
attend thc General Assembly on
2nd October. He . also expects
to visit some of the Technical
establishments there during this
trip.

The Church of Christ in

Thailand
Students and Staff of the
Thailand Theological Seminary

are experimenting with a new
way of communicating the gosphel.

Ligay is a popular and tradi-
tional form of iadigenous dance
drama. The traditional Thai
insttument which is used to ac-
company the drama is the ranad,.

With the help of some of
the professionals, the theological
students were able to put some

of the gosphel stories into Ligay
Form,

Living in Faith

Subscription
Inland: Rs. 25/- per year,
Foreign Air Mail :

Rs. 90/- per year.
Apply to:
The Manager,

‘ Mornipg Star’,
VADDUKODDATI,

ASIA YOUTH RESOURCE CONFERENCE

The Youth Desk ‘of the
Christian Conference of Asia hopes
to hold the Asia Youth Resource
Conference in  November this
vear, '‘to prepare, to form, to
nurture the young people to be-
come committed to Christ ecu-
menically and to became aware
about the situations confronting
them. The Conference ig intended
to be a resource of exchange.

Bible studies will be on the
following subjects ;—
Living in Faith according _
to the Gosphels
Faith in the
minority church
Faith under
repressive rule
Faith in an
affluent society
Faith amidst
exploritation
in Faith in a
] Foreign country
Faith within
religious diversities

Living in

Living in
Living in
Living in
Living.

Living in

Theve
‘live-in”’

on

will be provision for a
period and a workshop
worship ”’

Forty participants between
the ages of 18 and 25 will take

i s
part in this Conference, Detail

will be announced later.

Christian Educatt-n Workshop

The above workshop con-
vened by the Education Desk of

th.e CCA was held recently in
Singapore. Sri Lanka was re-
presented among 14 countries

which took part,

Two examples of the diffi-
culties raised at the workshop are
the problems of the Christian
Churches in Pakistan and Burma
Both Governments are nationalas-
ing Church property. The dffi-
culties imposed by Government
control in Pakistan . and Burma
include limited practical resources,
communication limitations, and
illiteracy and harassment by state
officials. Sunday is no longer
their day of worship.

Christian Educators in these
countries have daunting barriers
which are being faced squarely
and resolutely.

The NCC .Executive Com-
mittee in Pakistan has called
upon the government to take
steps to stop ‘‘the steady margi-
nalisation of the Christian com-
munity.

A Welcome move

The screening of movies
during the morning hours will
soon be banned, (except on public
holidays) in the cinema halls in
the city, according to a news
report in the Sun (24-8-79).

The member of the Municipal
Council moving .the motion
pointed out that the government
was spending large sums of
money towards Education and
parents also spend a fair portion
of their income towards the edu-
cation of their children. He said
that it was regrettable to note
school children with books in
their hamds joining- queues in
front of cinema halls while school
was in session.

It will be good if other
local bodies fall in line with the
Colombo Municipal Council in
banning morning movies.

The first gosphel story experi-
mented was The Prodigal Son
in a Thai setting. But as there

were more talents among the
girls than among the boys, the
story was -changed into ‘‘the
Prodigal daughter” with a girl,

her mother and the older sister.

The response was very favour-
able. The drama Evangelistic
Team had an average crowd of
300 to 400 people to every one
of their performances. The indi-
genous culture too was permeated
with " the good news” and the
team had several invitations from
local churches who were able to
draw large €rowds of non-Christians
for performances of ‘‘The Prodi-
gal Daughter ',

IN BRIEF .onosse

® National Insurance- Corpor-
ation — Mr. Lionel Fernando,
former G. A. Jaffna is the Chair-
man — Designate of the New
Insurance  Corporation which
will begin business on 1-1-80.
The new Corporation will differ
from the present one in allow-
ing employees to hold shares
in the Corporation. It will be
established in Colombo and will
not be handling Life Insurance
policies at the beginning.

® United Nations Development
Programme : 150 Engineers are
to be deployed from India
under the UNDP Scheme to
counter the serious dearth of
Engmeers in the country. It
is estimated that the number of
Engineers who have migrated
from Sri Lanka from May
1971 to December 1976 is 1074.
The largest number of vacancies
are in the Highways Depart-
ment where 81 out of a total
of 200 engineer posts are
vacant.

@ Pre-Paid Tickets: According
to a news item in Swunday
Times, the government has de-
cided to keep a close watch on-
persons travelling abroad on
pre-paid tickets, This is a
sequel to a report submitted to
the government, by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. )

® Education Seminar: Mr.
George Mendis, Deputy Director
Goneral of Education has left
for Australia on an invitation
by the UNESCO and ESCAP
to present a paper on ‘ Rural
School Development’ at the
Seminar on Curriculum Develop-
ment which is currently mceting
in Australia (Sept, 10 to 22).

IN MEMORIAM "

IN EVER Loving MEMORY
OF

Dr. 5. ). AIYATHURAI
called to rest 25th September, 1967

It’s twelve years since
_We have been parted

“Have Thine-own Way Lord™
Inserted by his loved ones

16, Somasundram Avenue
Chundikuli.

G. J. AIYATHURAT -

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERGREEN MEyoRry
OF
Samuel Moothathamby
Arumugam
(Principal of Uduthurai M. V')

Called to rest: 25.8-1979

Memorial Service: 24-9-1979
(8-30a.m.)
* Not my will but Thine will be
done ™

Fondly remembered and missed by
your lovrd ones -

Wduthurai South,
Chempianpattu.

His eldest son
A. JEYARAJAH

Appointment Vacant

A Mechanical Engineering
Graduate from about
January, 1980..

Salary scale Rs. 850/~ to 1200/-
per mensem and allowances.

Candidates can apply
pending results

Application form available in
Institute Office.

Director,
Jaffna College Technical
Institute,
Vaddukoddai.

A Thanksgiving Service
FOR THE
Life and work of
Kanagam Subramaniam
will be held at <

Chavakachcheri Church at
4-30 p®m, on
Saturday the 6th October
you are cordially invited

N. SUBRAMANIAM o
AND CHILDREN
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EDITORIAL
Human Rights Perspectives

“There are values in life, more valuable than life itself"”

(Mahatma Gandhi). These were the words quoted rece?tly by Dr.

. Yap Thiam Hien (65) a Christian lawyer of Iudone.sm—one of

those in the front line struggle for Human Rights in a country

where fifty per cent of the people are illiterate and where they

are victims of a new ‘'feudalism’ — the power of those who hold
better educational, social and economic positions in the country.

A member of the International Commission of Jurists, Dr. Yap
is one of the few /onest lawyers in Indonesia where out of a
population of 140 million, there are only 500 lawyers. “The ra,:,;son
is not far to seek. Judges and  Prosecutorsihave more access’’ to
the public pocket. Dr. Yap is engaged in a continl}lng struggle for
social justice in a State which speaks of responsible freedgm b1.1t
reserves the right to say whether the freedom a man enjoys is
responsible or not.

Stephen Moen Ik-hwan, Founder of Galilee Chur.cb. (a congre-
gation of 40 to 60 people) consists entirely of ex-prnlsoners am'i the
families of those who are still serving their terms in th'e prisons
of Korea. They begin the service with a period of sharing. ’Ijhe
wife of a man accused of membership of a non-existent subversxv.e
organisation, and serving a life-term imprisonment reads out a peti-
tion she had submitted te the government. The wife gf a young
poet also in prison shares with the group her anxiety over an
operation her husband has to undergo shortly. There are other
voices too, all telling the same story — ‘a story made up of pain
patience and faith’,

There are ten million Buddhists and six million Christians in
Korea. But that does not mean that there is religious freedom.
Individual and hedonistic faith is encouraged but where a man’s
faith struggles against structural injustice in any given context,
such faith becomes a target for suppression and ruthless. political
retaliation. [1985 will mark the 100th anniversary of the arrival of
Protestant Missions in Korea]

In the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics eccording to Ammnesty
International, a 50 year old Russian Orthodax nun is confined to
a special psychiatric hospital for charges of '’ engaging in prohibitive
trade”. The *‘trade” referred to, is not the illicit sale of narcotics,
but the open sale of canvas belts embroidered with words from the
90th Psalm, to Christians. Steve Biko, (30), Founder of South
Africa’s Black Consciousness Movement who died of violence in
detention at Pretoria a few years ago reminds us of South Africa
where the law itself is a violation of the principle of equality of
all races.

The power of Faith — be it Buddhist, Islam, Hindu or Christian—
has never been dependent on ‘'guns or missiles or on stock and
shares”. It always sustained itself in any situation. In this context
events in the neighbouring continent of India stand out today in
sharp focus. The President of India gave his assent to the contro-
versial ‘' Freedom of Religion Bill” passed by the State Assembly
of Arunachel Pradesh in 1978. The Desai Government. spurred by
Hindu Revivalists, became oblivious for the moment, even to
Mahatma .Gandhi’s thought and philosophy. India, Mahatma Gandhi
had said, was not only the land of the Hindus but also of Muslims,
Sikhs, Parsis Christians and Jews. (a few days before his death,
Gandhiji bad in a statement opposed any religious prohibition even
of cow slaughter). -"Just as Muslim law cannot be imposed on

non-muslims, so also Hindu law cannot be imposed on non-Hindus”,
he had said. :

The chief objection that was taken by the Christians against
the controversial “ Freedom of Religion Bill” to which the Desai
Government gave unbridled support was the use of the term ‘‘indi-
genous” in a specific context which implied that Christianity was a
foreign religion. Subsequent events have now relieved the Desai
government of the responsibility of passing the Bill and the Christians,
of a government which turned its back obstinately to realities.

In sharp contrast to these scenes, we are happy that at home

in Sx:i Lanka, the government has taken a very firm stand on the
question of Human Rights,

“Every man or woman is an equal citizen whatever is the
per.son’s religion, race or caste That is the Society we are
trying to perfect — a just Society’

These words of President Jeyawardene, (taken from a Speech
he made recently at Attanaglla on the auspicious oceasion of distri-
buting land to the landless) constitute the basic doctrine on which
the UNP government has built all its Schemes, including those in
the sphere of Development in the country.

The recommendations adopted by Lawasia at its
ference held reoently in Sri Lanka to
mittee on Hu.mtm Rights has won the encomium of many people
in the.wgrld mclud'lng the Executive Secretary of the International
Commission of Jurists (a delegate to the Lawasia Conference) who
has c‘cmmented that Sri Lanka is the most suitable place for the
adoption of this recommendation, ;
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Church of Sri Lanka i
Sunday School Rally

In connection with the Inter.
was the venue of anether import-  national Year of the Child, g °
ant event, the Vacation Bible , whole day Rally of the Sunday
School. On an invitation sent t® gchool Children of all the Angli.
the Lanka Vacation Bible School con Parishes in Jaffoa was orga.
Movement to conduct classes at .09 on Saturday 8th September
the Chavakachcheri Church, the 24 -g¢ Tohn’s College, Jaffna, .
Director Mr. Thevathason his wife  Apou¢ twohundred children parti.
Mrs. Cynthia Thevathason and cipated. The programme for the
another member of the Staff day opened with a worship service
Miss Jeyakumari Dason arrived  nqucted by the Rev. J. Sarya.
from -Colombo on the 16th Aug. | .nthan, Children emjoyed singing
1979 and met abeut 20 teachers | ely choruses sung to the ac-
and helpers who were to assist .,mpaniement of the guitar played
in the School. They had been py Jeyanthan Anandarajan, aShp.
prepared earlier with materials sent 3,9 School child. The Rey, Isanc
regarding the techniques which gelyaratnam gave a very inter.
should form the basis of instruction ggting talk to which the children
in the School. Everything was jjgtened all attention.
_set for the big event.

Classes began promptly at
9 on the 17th morning which were
attended by 75 children from age
6 — 18, Each day started with
the V. B. School Song which the
children sang as they - marched
into and out of Church., Mrs
Thevathason led thedevotions onthe
theme ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’
illustrated with pictures on flanne]
Classes were carried on each day
from 9-30 — 11 with precision
and care by the teachers. Child-
ren were supplied with 3 different
materials to work en at 11 Mr.
Thevathason acted out a beautiful
story, carried on for five days
leaving the children in suspense
regarding its continuation,

On the final day, there was

Vacation Bible School at
Chavakachcheri Church

The Chavakachcheri Church

The progrmme began with
the tiny tots under sevsn taking
part in a famcy dress parade. Op
the stage there paraded Adam,
Eve Sampson, Goliath, David,
Miriam etc. The judges had such
great diffieulty in sorting out the
winners, that they finally recom.
mended that four of them deserved
prizes. The children then broke
up for a drink and biscuits,

The next item was an ‘orat-
orical contest for the seniorg
under seventeen. The subject of
the speech was “How can |
witness as a Christian today,”
The juniors under twelve had tgo
recite from memory a part of
the sermon on the 'mount (S,
Mat. 5:12-16). There was then
a beautiful service in which the & lunch interval followed by an
parents participated, ‘It was ins. hour for games. The teachers
piring to see each class presenting 2nd the Rev. Selvaratnam organiseq
an item based on the theme, the games, which was thoroughly
‘The Lord is my shepherd’, At enjoyed by the children.
the end, Certificates of Merit were The afternoon  programme
presented to every child and aiso began with the staging of play-
for the best all-round performance lets by the wvarious Sunday
in each class and for special merit, Schools. Ome of the plays wag
Teachers and helpers too were the story of Joseph adapted to
awarded Certificates  for their the stage. The others were social
devoted service. plays bringing the Christian

The Final was grand Exhi. perspective to bear on the situ-
bition of the children’s handiwork ations. The last item was group
which received great praise from singing contest for the intermedi-
everyone present. ates under 14, Each Parish sang

The Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam, an English and Tamil song. This

the Presbyter and Mr. S. Arasa. brought the programme to &
ratnam  the  Sunday Schoo] elose. :
Superintendent thanked the visitors The children were then

for their programme. of Chava-

t d :
kachcheri, reated to & bun and a cup of

tea. The prizes were distributed
by Mrs. P. Kanagasabai the pre-
sident of the Y. W. C. A., Jaffna.
The Archdeacon of Jaffna offered
the closing prayers and gave the
Blessing. A vote of thanks was
proposed to the Rev. & Mrs.
Sarvananthan and their helpers
for all the arrangements that were
so well made for this Rally.

— Cor.

Missionary expelled from
India

The Rev, Rosario Stroscio, a
Roman Catholic Missionary who
bad worked in India for 40 years
had to leave early this year on
an order of expulston, first served
or him in June 1977 and later
extended for brief periods till
January this year whsn he was
finally asked te leave.

tribal people got him into trouble
with local landlords and through
their influence with powers higher
up. v

No specific reasons have been
given for his expulsion but it is
suspected that his work among

bave ,ha.d in reeent times certain ‘dreams’ which touch on ‘sensitive
:reas l.n.ou,r hgman rights problems. Whether we will ultimately
ecome "rich’ with our dreams will depend largely on the eommitment -

of the tota} community to the cause the government has espoused
for the fulfilment of those dreams,
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