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WIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN 1S A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

JICCF Annual.Camp

The Annual Camp of the
Jaffna  Intercollegiate Christian
Fellowship was held this year at
Navajeevanam from September
14 - 16. The theme of the Camp
was Nationalism and Christianity.

Onehundred and thirty student
delegates and thirteen teachers
attended the camp, representing
nine schools in the North. There
were also delegations from National

SCM of Sri Lanka and the
Colombo Inter School Christian
Fellowship.

Keynote addresses on the

theme were given by Dr. W. R.
Holmes, Rev. A. C. Thambirajah,
Mr. Silan Kadirgamar and Mr.
Reanzic Kern. The Bible Studies
were conducted by Rev. Wesley
Ariarajah and Mr. S. Jebanesan.

The meetings were presided
over by Miss Chandra Benjamin,

the Student President uf the
JICCF. Mr. S. Jebanesan offici-
ated as the Secretary of the

Camp. At the Variety Entertain-
ment on 15th night, ten playlets
were staged by various groups
among the campites. These play-
ets added variety and lustre to
tho three-day programme.

The Navajeevanam Fellow-
ship was thanked by the members
of the JICCF for the hospitality
extended to them (a large number)
for a protracted period of three
days and for the transport ar-
rangements made for them.

OBITURAY
Mr. M. R. M. Jebaratnam

The death of Mr. M. R. M,
Jebaratnam (80) of Anaicottai on
Friday (28-9-79) at Green Memorial
Hospital, Manipay removes from
the scene one of our most esteemed
and genial elders of our church.

He lived through three eras
in our history, the American
Mission era, the JCSIUC era

and the era of the JDCSI,

Through all the changes and
challenges he witnessed and ex-
perienced he remained a dedicated
Christian leader, stedfast in his
faith and passionately loyal to
the church which nurtured him.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence ‘' Pooranagri”,
Anaicottai on Sunday (30-9-79)
at 3-30 p. m. Rev. Sam Thampoe,
the Circuit Pastor officiated assisted
by Mr. Chandran Arnold, Worker
of the JDCSI, a nephew of the
deceased.

Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred,
preached the sermon on the text
“Toe me to live is Christ and to
die is gain” The Rt. Rev. S.
Kulandran, former Bishop of the
JDCSI recalled his long associ-
ation with the deceased with;

whom he had a close kinship at

several levels, Both of them be-
longed to the same village, both
were of about the same age, both
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THE CHURCH AS A PRIMARY COMMUNITY
— The Most Rev. Edward W- Scott

The Statements which have
come from our WCC Assemblies
and Central Committe Meetings
have shown a genuine concern
about questions of world poverty
and oppression: but in between
these meetings it is very easy
for such priorities to be lost as
staff people become immersed in
in their different specialities «..ees
Certainly one of the great benefits
of our links with the Roman
Catholics through the SODEPAX
organisation bas been to learn
more of the role of christian
believers in oppressive economic
situations.

One of my visions for the
future is that many of the hard
faith and world questions both
in the world and church will
soon be raised by the laity
themselves. When I appeared re-
cently before the National Energy
Board of Canada some of the

VACANCY
Post of Warden

- Applications are invited from

Christians who possess proven
ability to manage an Orphanage
for boys of School-going age.

Applications giving full details
of age, academic qualifications,
experience and achievements
should be sent to reach.

The Revd. A. C. Mathanaraj,
‘* Natseythy Manai”

Pandatheruppu.
on or before the 12th of
Oct. 1979-
Those who have applied

earlier need not apply again.

Pandathruppu, The Manager
3-10-72, The Boy’s Home
studied in the same school and

“

both together “‘impelled the flying
ball” in the football field. Mr.
Jebaratnam, the Bishop said, was
one who from his school days
(when he brought short - eats from
home and distributed them to his
classmates) was sensitive to the

‘needs of his fellowmen and shared

intimately with them the joys and
sorrows of life.

The solos (by members of the*
family) which interspersed the
order of service was a special
feature of the occasion.

The remains were interred at
the Manipay Burial Grounds. The
Committal rites were Iperformed
by Rev. Sam Thampoe and Rev.
J. M. Singanayagam @& brother of
the deceased.

The family mourners besides
his wife were Mr. & Mrs. Gordon
Duraisamy (daughter and son-in-
Law). Rev. J. M. Singanayagam
and Mrs. Singanayagam (brother
and sister-in-Law). Mrs. J. V. s
Arnold (sister) and his three
grand children, \

\

laity suggested that I should not
have done this ‘‘to represent the
church” for they were already
there and were themselves ‘‘the
church”. But, they could raise
they said only technical issues.

My hope for the future is
that we shall have the kind of
fully equipped, theological- in-
formed Iai_ty who will raise in
their daily work and politics and
decision . making, not merely
technical questions but also the
deepest questions of theological
and social concern ... Only as

the church ° again becomes a

primary community will it deeply

iufluence their lives.

Such weaknesses can surely
only be corrected by a major
investment of church resources
in the laity.

— Audenshaw Papers,

The EPS Bill

The Essqntial Public Services

Bill which was applicable to

certain Departments of Govern-

ment which provided essential
services was passed in Parlia-
ment on 3-10-79 after a 15 hour
debate with the amendment (sug-
gested in the Suprime Court
Ruling) giving the courts the
discretionary power over punish-
ments which in the original Bill
was mandatory. The SLFP and
TULF voted against the Bill.
The Supreme Court—a five

member Bench— which made an
order on anm application made by

the SLFP General Secretary,
challenging the Bill, held that
the EPS Bill was inconsistent

with article 11 of the Constitution
and therefore needed a epecial
majority and the decision by the
people at a Referendum.

Article 11 reads '‘No person
shall be subjected to -torture or
to cruel inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.” The
Court was however of the opinion
that if clause 4 .(2; of °*the Bill
is amended on the lines suggested.
the Bill will not be inconsistent
with article 11 of the constituition.

International Conference of
Tamil Research

The Sixth Assembly of the
ITAC will meet in Madurai from
June 23 — 29 according to Mr.
V. S. Thurairajah, an Associate
Secretary of the Sri Lanka Branch.
Originally it was scheduled to be
held during the first week of
January, 1980. Political develop-
ments in the sub-continent have,
probably, necessitated a postpone-
ment.

All Research Papers have to
be submitted before 31-10-79.
Already 120 Research documents
have been received. Seventy of
these will be selected and sent
for close scouting by a Board in
India which will make the fimal
selection,

Christian Home Festival

.‘} Fellowship Service of the

Diocesan Women’s Fellowship

will take place on

Saturday, 13th October, 1979

at 3 p.m.
In the Manipay Church

Speakers :

Rev. Arleigh Martin
Mrs. A. R. Tampiyappa
All are cordially invited

L. R. Thampoe,
Acting Convener,

Wome(t’s Fellowship-
Jaffna College
Technical Institute
Courses in: . : ;
(i) Welding
(ii) Advanced Welding

commence on lst Nevember, 1979,

Applications close
20th October, 1979
Prospectus with application forms
are available at the Office at
50 Cts. each,
Director,
Jaffna College Technical

Institute,
Vaddukoddai.

‘LA CHANSON EN FRANCE »
“THE SONG IN FRANCE "
An Exhibition on French Music

g presented by
THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE

at the
Jaffna Y. M. C. A. Hall

Monday, the 1°5nth of October,
1979
from 9-00 a. m. — 6-00 p. m.
followed by a French Film Show
All are cordially invited
A. Kulendran

130, 1st Cross Street,
Jaffna.

Aﬁpointment Vacant

An Electrical Engineering
Graduate for immediate
appointment.

Salary scale Rs. 650/- to 1,200/-
per mensem and allowances.

Candidates can
apply pending results.

Application form available in
Institute Office.

DIRECTOR,
JAFFNA COLLEGE TECHNICAL
INSTITUTE,
VADDUKODDAL

Colrena e o B e R

About 500 have applied this.
year to be “observers” for this
historic Conference which takes
place once in six years. The last
one held in Jaffoa in January
1974 brings prignant recollections
of nine young men also lost their
lives on the climactic day under
circumstances well known to our
readers. Turce their humble
memorial was desecrated by un-
known vandals,
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EDITORIAL Captive, Threatened and Proceeded for Higher Studi'q s
R T Yet Sustained

Christién Home Week, 1979

we are observing Christian
shadow of events
witnessed before.
from

It is a poignant reflection that
Home Week (Oct. 7 — 13) this year under the
more painful and shocking than we have ever
Privation, mass evacuation, assasinations, husbands separated

« wives, and children taken away from parents — these constitute a
litany of the unmitigated miseries of our time. In Sri Lanka, according
to a recent survey, more than 3500 children under the age of 15
are missing from their Zones.

In Argentina, we read, every Thursday is ‘‘ Mad Mothers’ Day”
when mothers walk past the Presidential Palace, calling out their
grief for their lost husbands, sons and daughters who have disappeared.
The list includes accorading to a recent report a mother and her
20 day old infant, The mother has been traced to a prison in
Uruguay. But there is no trace of the infant.

What does Christian Home Week mean to us 'in the context of
these realities? It is instructive for us [during this week to have a close
look at some of the churches which are displaying a daunting courage
in meeting this challenge. The church building in Chile at midday is
turned into a dining hall for some eighty children whose families
cannot afford to feed them. Volunteer teams of mothers prepare the
food and serve it. Voluntary church organisations contribute. The
children don’t eat again that day. The parents have no means to
find them another meal.

This is not the only area in which the church in Chile shows
its identification with the community. Mothers and wives of ‘ dis-
appeared ' political prisoners gather for prayer twice a week. The
“ patchwork tapestries” (angry works of folk art) testifying to the
repression of the military regime are put for sale at the close of
the meeting. Some of the “tapestries’ have stitched mottos on thcm
them which quote the Declaration of Human Rights — ‘‘ everyone
has the right to be considered a human being”. These “arpillaries”
as they are called bought by church members er sold overseas help
some courageous Chilean family to survive and hope.

In Sri Lanka too, the family today is shaken by violent winds
of change. '‘Home wasa quiet place when people stayed there”
says a writer looking back perhaps on a tranquil past which of
course can never return. The biggest change ‘in Sri Lanka in
in recent years is that ‘home’ no longer is a ‘quiet place’. The
rat - race for success has brought a measure of affluence but it has
also brought with it, a trail of other concomitants which it is not
necessary for us to dilate here. We wonder if we have ever witnessed
an age when money, in our country, at one ‘and the same time, has
meant so much end yet so little

It is in this bewilderingly complex backdrop, that' our Christian
community observes this week, as the Christian Home Week. Dr.
Ronald J. Sider, the Convener of the Committee on Ethics and
Society, set up by the Lausanne Convention of World Evangelisation
in one of his books identifies the need for change in our church
corporate life at three levels — personal life - styles, attitude of the
church and social structures. In our view, it is in the last of these
‘levels’ that the church today has to be in the front line struggle,
if the ‘home’ is to have any meaning. .

Recently our island hosted a World Conference on ‘" Population .
An IYC document made the following illuminating comment just
before this conference met:—

‘The essence of the population problem is not that mankind has

propogated too many children but it has failed to organise

@ world In which they can grow in peace and prosperity,

Children .are not just transients in the world’s Boarding

House to be welcomed or turned away by the older Boarders’

(The Italics are ours)

It is a startling paradox that in the very year which has been
set apart as the International Year of the Child (to bring to sharp
focus the child’s problems in various national contexts in the world)
cfu'ld labour, according to ILO statistics, bas increased by twenty,'
per cgnt (in 1979) and ‘is expected to rise even further’., In match
fagtones all over India, according to news reports over 20.000
chlldreF some as young as 5 years, work for 16 hours from 3 a.m
Here in Sri Lanka, we are still awaiting the Children's Charter.
(li\deanwpile children continue to be employed as ill-paid or no-pas:
b;’(::ii:c gv;aaosr:ers and even in very hazardons occupations such as

* The Christian Church as it observes Home Week this year, in
a real sense, should take cognisance of certain harsh inescapable real‘ities
after centuries of ‘looking inwards’. Five hundred million men
women and chi!dren throughout the world are this very day literall
starving : .Whlle some in richer countries consume a staggerinz
3300’calones a day, millions of Asians never quite make the 1000
calorie level.

The pro!)lem in the world, therefore, is not so much the impact
:: ‘tl:chnologlcal 'issues as human trajedy that is the resultp of
mcmu:?:st?z:splracy and intolerable selfishness in structures of

Our christian duty in this context is obvious. It is to give a
?xtraordmar!ly clear witness to our christian values and live at ouI:'

hu'mau elevation’. It is only then that the Christian gosphel can
be lserved’ to homes which today, before our very eyes, reflect th
the image of the suffering Christ, K g

Mr. Sathian Stephens . of
Uduvil left for the United King-
dom to follow a course  in Mee-
hanical Engineering.

He is an Old Boy of Jaffna
College Vaddukoddai and the son

The Rev. Lloyd Van Vactor
(missionary  of the UCBWM)
kidnapped on 9-3-79 and. held
hostage by 150 men an the island
of Mindanao (Southern Philip-

i till  28-3-79) gives the
lf);?lzsv)\ringl account :— of Mr. George. J. Stephens (Re-
3 his tired Ceylon Administrative
One of the last things hi Servicel ‘and Mrs, Frada Stephend

wife Maisie ( who died during his
captivity) bad ‘sent him was &
paperback copy of Good News for
Modeyn Man., During his capti-
vity in the hills, he read from
it constantly. The passage that
spoke to him was 2cor. 1 3-11,
where Paul speaks of the trouble
he had in the province of Asia

of Uduvfl.

IN MEMORIAM

as being 'for your help and
salvation.”
“The burdemns laid upon us IN LovING MEMORY
were so great and so heavy L SO
that all hope of .
A E Mailvagan Moses Muthther

staying alive. We felt that the
death sentence had been passed
on us. But this happened that
we should rely not on ourselves
but oniy on God who raises
the dead.

Set free; the Rev. Van Vactor
is captivated by these words. For
during his ordeal the crisis brought
massive prayer from christians
and muslims alike for his safe
release. Together they bad ne-
gotiated and worked for his safe
return. If such a crises can
produce such united efforts result-
ing in his release, he'is convinced
that similar efforts on the part
of all parties can bring about .
peace through the island of
Mindanao.

called to rest on 9-10-7%

“In God’s care you rest aboveé
in our hearts you dwell with
Love”

.

Affectionately remembered by

his children. Grand children and
great Grand children.

Imyanap,

Uduppiddy. 1-10-79.

i

IN LovING MEMORY

OF

Speaking in the International
Church at John Hay Air Force
Base in Baguio, the Rev. Van
Vactor held high the Good News
New Testament and said “ This
will be a family heirloom”. For
God’e word has spoken and
continues to speak to him.

UBS World Report

Presidential Commission

The Presidential Commission : ‘
on ‘“‘Devolution of Power” ap- .,
pointed on August 10, to prepare :

a plan to ‘decentralise the ad-
ministration has bsen given an T i
extra month to complete the e s

work.

It has received 70 memoranda
and heard oral evidence from
Secretaries of Ministries and Heads
of Departments. The Secretaries

John P. Navaretnarajah
Sfey 9-10-1969

“ppmToT@ b,  Se@@8Ib,
aig Aeurs@ein, auQuUIQ

of Plan Implementation and of S, s_e@meLy SI3FN;
Education were among these who L WQUFD QUUILSS
gave oral evidence. galds OCuan@@uaruGs mwb

8evses SepUL
Rev. Dr. James S. Mather
¢ Qer&rsGer swmsr SHESET,
swrsrar §Csr@ ar psCGser,
eurgrer F8sr@® wizGser,
BOusCa mib sorgrard "’
~J.P.N.
] Memorial Service en
( Muslim 9th November, 1969 at 5-00 p. m.
ST urs S8 e s — wiwal,
er&raer (GLESEr,
BupuiSer & &er,

Former Chief Justice, Mr.
Victor Tennekoon heads the Com-
mission, Among the ten - member
Commission, those representing
parties and other interests are;—
Mr. N. D. P. Panditharatne {UNP):
Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam (TULF):
Mr. K. Navaratnarajah ( Tamils of
the Eastern Province): Mr. M. A.
Aziz, Mr. Thassim
interests ). :

Dr. A. J. Wilson and Mr.
A. C. M.Ameer are Vice-Chairmen,
Dr. J. A, L. Cooray and Mr. K, M.
de Silva are additional members
of the Commission.

Mission House,

Komari - E, P,
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