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United Nations Day
in Jaffna

The Mayor of Jafina presided
at a large and well attended meet-
ing of the public of Jaffna to
observe United Nations Day, on
Wednesday 24th October begin-
ning at 3 p. m. in the Town
Hall, Jaffna. The meeting went
on till 6 p.m. The Mayor who
had organised the meeting said
in his opening remarks that it
was necessary not merely to 9b-
serve W. N. Day but also to give
wide publicity to the several noble
declarations adopted over the years
by the Nations of the World in
the U.-N. Assembly. The Nations
of the World are committed to
the human and democratic rights
enshrined in these declarations.

The Leader of the Opposition
Mr. A. Amirthalingam delivered
the main talk on ‘‘The Right of
Oppressed Nations to Self-deter-
mination”.  Others who spoke
were Mr. S. Kathiravetpillai, M. P.
on “ Nationalities”, Mr. V. N.
Navaratnam, M. P. on ‘“The
United Nations and Internal Pro-
blems of member States”, Mr.
K. Nesiah on ‘' Gandhi and the
U.N.O.” and Mr. Silan Kadir-
gamar representing the Movement
for Inter-Racial Justice and Equa-
lity, on “ The Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights.”

IN BRIEF .cocmisens

® Rev. David Gill has been ap-
pointed Secretary of the Unit-
ing Church in Australia effective
from 1-1-80. An Australian
Congregationalist Minister who
bhas worked for the WCC for
many years, he is currently
Director of the WCC Sub-unit
on Congregational Life and Re-
newal.

Atchuvely Church ]
Mr. J. T. Rajaratnam

We regret to record the death
which took place on 31-10-79 at
Atchuvely of Mr. James” Thamo-
theram Rajaratnam (63), Retired
Co-operative Inspector, a son of
the late Mr.V.C. Thamotheram who
was Headmaster of the Atchuvely
American Mission Tamil Mixed
School and of Mrs, Thamoetheram,
of Atchuvely.

The Funeral service was held
at Atchuvely at the residence of
the late Mr. T. Gunaratnam,
Attorney at Law, a brother of
the deceased. Rev. D. C. Ratna-
singam, Circuit Pastor, officiated,
assisted by Rev. Jesuthason,
Worker at Atchuvely and Rev.
Sam Thampoe. Before the com-
mencement of the Serviece, Mr.
S. Arumugam, a former Deputy
Principal of Atchuvely Christian
College, paid a tribute to the life
of the deceased,

The family mourners were
the two daughters of the deceased
and Mr. J. T. Thambiratnam,
presently Director of the Vavuniya
Academy, the only surviving bro-
ther,

Mission: Racism

TWO IMPORTANT CONSULTATIONS FOR 1980

The year 1980 will see the
convergence of two important
Consultations — one on Mission
in May at Melbourne and the
other on Racism in the Nether-
lands.

The decision to hold a World
Consultation on Racism was taken
recently at a meeting of ‘the
WCC Commission- on the Pro-
gramme to combat Racism at its
annual meeting held in Portugal.
The date fixed for the Consult-
ation is 23 — 28 Jume, 1980.

The World Consultation on
Racism will bring together some
120 representatives of member
churches as well as representatives
of organisations of racially op-
pressed people.

Mission and its sirategy

“To claim that God has a
bias for the poor, then deny them
the right to know the gosphel is
a flagrant contradiction” said
Rev. Emilo Castro, Director of
the WCC’s Commission on World
Mission and Evangelism.

The statement formed part
of the discussion on final plans
for the World Conference on Mis-
sion and Evangelism to be held
in Melbourne in May 1980,
seventy years after the first world
missionary Conference met at
Edinburgh in 1910,

The theme of the Conference
is a Prayer ' Your Kingdom
Come” and prayer will bea cen-
tral factor at this conference. It
is hoped that at Melbourne the
emphasis would be on understand-
ing more clearly ‘‘the historical®
nature of the battle of Jesus
Christ to deliver human kind”
and how this good news of *the
liberating king” could be com-
municated to our neighbours.

It is not enough, as a preli-
minary study for this Conference
“to tip our hat to the Cross”
and then go to the serious work
of the Conference. All must be
seen in the essential ‘prism’ of
the power of God demonstrated
in the pewerlessness of the Cross,”
states a Report.

Book Review
The Child in the Plantations

This little booklet is fiHed
with interesting and depressing
information. It has been brought
out at this time partly because
of the International Year of the
Child which flavours its story
with irony. This brief study (25
pages) is a distressing recital of
the conditions under which the
Indian Tamil estate workers have
existed for a century —a long,
long story of which no one can
be proud, although the prosperity
of the nation depended to & con-
siderable extent upon these very
workers. It focuses on the conm-
ditions of the children particularly
and the generally difficult condi-
tions of their schools.

Readers of the Morning Star
are well aware of the existence
of these children and their fami-
lies. Most know that Indian
Tamils elected seven members of
their community, mostly from the
electorate of Kandy, to the first
Parliament of Independent Ceylon
(1948). These persons, who had
had the right to vote for the pre-
vious seventeen years were then
disenfranchised in a denial to
them of their human rights. Since
then, as much as possible, Indian
Tamils have been treated as if
they did not exist: they were
stateless. In view of their funda-
mental contribution to the econo-
mic wellbeing of this country,
their exploitation by various par-
ties' governments was & shocking
example of that imperialism which
all parties soundly condemned in
speeches at home and abroad.
Nor can it be said that the Indian
Tamil was helped by his Tamil

(Cantinued on last page)

Pentecostal Church
Pastor V. Nadarajah

We are sorry to announce
the death of Pastor Velupillai
Nadarajah, President of the Pente-
costal Mission in Sri Lanka, on
31-10-79 in Colombo.

Pastor Nadarajah was born
in Jaffoa on 11-7-09 and became
a preacher in 1938, He was ord-
ained in 1955 and served as Pas-
tor of the Pentecostal Mission in
Singapore, Malaysia and India be-
fore coming to Sri Lanka. He
was appointed President of the
Mission in 1973 and was head
of 43 Mission centres in the Is-
land.

ST. PETER’S NURSERY

Admissions for 1980.
Age over 3 and under 5
on 1-1-80.
Requests for application forms
and admission may be made
from 15-11-79.

Announcing the inauguration of
the following courses for girls
in January, 1980:

1. Pre-school Teacher Training
Course (English ).

2. Pre-school Teacher Training
Course (Tamil).

3. English Language Courses.

4, Courses in Spoken English.

5. Secretarial Courses.

Please apply by letter or in person
719th Now. — 23rd Nov.
(9 A.M,— 712 Noon)
for particulars and admission
Jorms, Write to:
(Miss) M. Thambiah,
No. 9, Vemhadi Road,
JAFFNA.

The 32ad Agnuql Festival

of
SINGING
by
THE YOUTH OF THE NORTH
at
St. John’s College, Jaffna
on
SATURDAY, 24th NOVEMBER, 1979
AT 5-30 P. M,
Admission by Programme.

St. John's College,
Jaffna.

CAROL

Technology in Agriculture

Applications are invited from
the students, who are really
interested in ‘Agriculture.

It will be a -
Residential Six Months Training,
all the expenditure will be
met by the Institute.
Apply with copies of character
certificates etc,

Full name and address
should be clearly written.
Preference will be given to those
who studied the G.C. E. (O.L)).

Please address to:
Rev. M. Rajakulendran,
Varany: Mission
Multi-Purpose Farm,
] VARANY,
on or before 15-12-79.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LovING MEMORY
OF
RICHARD NOEL
NESARATNAM NILES
Called Home: November 9, 1969.

Ten years seem yesterday
We miss you more even to-day.
“Forever with the Lord!
Amen; so let it be:
Life from the dead is in
that word,

'Tis immortality ...."
—James Mentgomery

Affectionately remembered by
Amirtham, children & families.

Point-Pedro.

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECIONATE MEMORY
OF

Regina Ratnamma Selliah
Called to Rest: 15th Nov., 1976.

Deep in our hearts you will
always stay,
Loved and remembered
Every day.
- Selliah Family.
Pavilion View,
Yaddukoddai,
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EDITORIAL Letter to the Editor Book Review
Problems that Beset Us May 1 be permitted to correct (Continued from first page)

Professor A. J. Wilson attempted a somewhat difficult task on
18-10-79 at the Jaffna Central College Prize Giving when he sought,
within the limited time available to him, to outline and asses some
of the poiitical, economic and social problems that beset us in Sri
Lanka today. He did, we believe, achieve a large measure of suc-
cess, though in the process he might have trod on some sensitive
‘party’ toes and also been open to the charge of overstatement at
certain points.

The Left parties in the country, in the present political climate,
may not be willing to admit that they were completely un.committed
to the Tamil problem, though, in our view, it may be difficult for
them to point to tangible efforts made by them in the direction of
commitment. Whether their “intransigence” and their '‘condening
of the Sinhalese military occupation of the Ceylon Tamil provinces ™
were the principal catatysts that produced the demand for Eelam
will also, perhaps, remain a matter of opinion.

All parties must accept, however, that Dr. Wilson has made one
significant eontribution to the cause of racial harmony in this‘coun-
try, and that shortly before he left the island on the completion of
his assignment. That is, his unqualified statement that Sinbala and
Tamil nationalism have come to stay and that both are entitled to
recognition by the State — each on its own merit.

We say that this is a significant contribution to racial harmony
in this country because of the plethora of statements and speeches
which we have often read ard heard on racial harmony, all of which
have ignored the essential component of ‘the Tamil Problem’— a
people’s aspirations for ‘self-hood .

“The most dangerous of all falsehoods,” it has been said, “is
a slightly distorted truth.” We havel had a surfeit of (.such‘ ‘false-
hoods’ in our country, including the falsehood’ which is still ram-
pant in certain quarters, of regarding Tamsl nationalism as being
synonymous with communalism. Dr. Wilson’s categorial statement
identifying the existence in this country of two distinct kinds of
nationalism will, we are sure, clear the air of much misgiving and
resentment which people in the South had, towards the aspirations
of those in the North.

The Sinhala and Tamil communities in this country should also
be grateful to Dr. Wilson for the three conditions he has listed (in
his Prize Day Address at Jaffna Central College) as constituting the
corner stones of a United Free Lanka. The most important of these
conditions, in our view, is the last one :—

““The Sinhala political leadership must show a desire and will-

ingness to work out the arrangements in a meaningful manner,

should they be acceptable to the majority of the Tamils.”
(Italics are ours.)

Almost the same sentiments have been expressed by Mr. Nadesan
Satyendra, in his article on The Tamils of Sri Lanka and the
Presidential Commission which appeared in ' Tribune” of 3-10-79:—
““There has been no shortage of committees and commissions
Kl BN but what appears to be lacking was the political will

to implement that which nobody denies is fair and right.”
(Italics are ours.)

As we have stated in these columus earlier, national unity does not
eonnote national conformity. The very purpose of the Development
Councils in the Sinhala areas and in the Tamil areas is to ensure
for each community the right of choosing its own future according
to its own gemius.

We are happy that Dr. Wilson has made the same point in his
address more exhaustively and more lueidly i—

‘“The Tamil Districts must be encouraged to develop on their
own and be provided with the necessary financial and economic
support. That way Tamil economic needs might be satisfied,
the unemployed Tamils may find employment. Tamil culture
might be preserved and, above all, Tamil nationalism might
possibly be contained within the confines of a single state.”

In this context, itis very necessary that when Development Councils
begin to function, the District Ministers, will have to be people
deeply rooted in the culture, traditions and even folk lore of the
distriets they are put in overall charge.

According to a news item in The Independent (2-11-79), some
controversial points seem to have surfaced during the sittings of
the Presidential Commission. One such point was, regarding
the powers of District Ministers. The government-oriented mem-
bers of the Commission, it has been reported, have maintained that

District Ministers should have the power to veto decisions taken by
Development Councils,

This is a delicate issue and we hope the President on this
matter will throw his weight on the side of maintaining democratic
processes to which he has always displayed a steady commitment,
In our view, the District Ministers as Tribunes of the people should
be competent enough to have a gr'p on any situation arisipg out of
development issues without having recourse to the old method of
““ dissolving” — an exercise which made cheap and splashy nmews in
the cowntry during & period in our annals we are trying to forget,

a part of the report in the Morn-
ing Star of 12th October, regard-
ing what I said at the Seminar
on Race Relations, The reference
to the LSSP should read as
follows: ‘‘There had been no
negotiations since 1972 partly be-
cause of the left support which
Mrs. Bandaranaike had durlng the
earlier years of her regime, When
the left parties quit the coalition
government and the SLFP found
itself in a weak position, Mrs.
Bandaranaike invited TULF for

discussions.”” The statement that
the ' LSSP has been the one
party least committed to the

Tamil problem” taken out of the
context in which it was made
amounts to a distortion of the
facts of contemporary history.
What I said was that at the
present time several left parties
have clearly committed themselves
to the principle that the Tamils
have the right to national self-
determination. - Within the left
movement today, the LSSP re-
mains the least committed to seek-
ing a solution to the problems
faced by the Tamils on the basis
of the right to national self-deter-
mination. The report also tends
to give the impression that Dr,
N. M. Perera in his statement to
the press in 1972 conceding that
the new constitution did not go
far enough to solve the problems
of the Tamils, was stating an
opinion countrary to that of his
party. May I add now that Dr.
N. M. Perera as the leader of a
disciplined party, whenever he
made & statement on political
matters did not speak merely for
himself but that he spoke on be-
half of the party as well.

I do appreciate your corres-
pondents difficulties that in at-
tempting to report a four hour
discussion in the brief space avail-
able in your columns, it was not
possible to do justice to the total
content of the diseussion. I have
chosen to put the record straight
in order to be fair to a political
party which inspite of its failures
of later years, had fought relent-
lessly for the rights of the Tamils
in this country for more than
three decades.

Jaffna. S. KADIRGAMAR
Notes by the Editor:

(a) The statement ‘‘LSSP has
been the one party least com-
mitted to the Tamil Problem "
implies unerringly that all other
parties were in some measure
committed to the Tamil Pro-
blem.

(b) The late Dr. N. M. Perera
did express publicly more con-
cern over the Tamil Problem

)
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brother in the North. The Christ-
ian Church and the labour unions
were the only agencies of the
society that paid any attention to
them.

For the past several years
thousands of Indian Tamils have
been sent to India under the
terms worked out for their re-
patriation by the.two lady prime
ministers, Mrs. Bandaranaike and
Mrs. Gandhi, in 1974, Meanwhile,
the children of the million per-
sons in this category remaining
in Sri Lanka receive much less
education than the rest of the
society.

The author of this booklet
Mr. George Gnanamuttu, is a for-
mer Assistant Commissioner of
Labour who worked in tea estate
areas and kpows his subject inti-
mately. He is a concerned Christ-
ian who recently visited Jaffna
with Sinhalese and Burgher friends
to talk with Tamils concerning
the improvement of race relatiens.
(That Sri Lanka isa little better
off than many of the developirg
nations is shown by the fact that
race, mot rice, is a leading sub-
ject of conversation!)

The booklet gives a concise,
fact-filled account of the neglect
of this segment of the population
who constitute nearly one-tenth
of the school-age children in Sri
Lanka even .today.

It is good to be able to say
that the boeklet ends ona some-
what hopeful note as the author
describes several examples of
ameliorating efforis made by the
present government through the
agency of its Minister of Rural
Industrial Development. The Pre-
sident of the Republic and the
Minister of Education and Higher
Education bave shown concern
for the people of the estates,
which is encouraging.

This booklet, *‘ The Child im
the Plantations,” can be obtained
from the Church of Ceylon’s Dio-
cesan Committee for Social Study
and Action, Bible House, Galle
Road, Colombo 3.

W. R. Holmes

than any other member of his
party. It is contemporary his-
tory.

(c) Our record, though brief, is
straight. What the inter-
pretation of that record will be,
is not a matter over which
we can have any control. It
depends on the political affili-
ations (or shades of affiliation)
of those who interpret the record.

We should not also, in our view, equate Development Councils
which have come into existence on the crest of a national re-awaken-
ing with the old local bodies which functioned sporadically and made
little impact on regional development in the country.

More important eof all, let us
in our annals, the
Emerson Fosdick :(—

‘' Liberty
have.”

truism enunciated so convincingly by

is always dangerous:

not forget, at this crucial stage

Henry

but it is the safes¢ thing we
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