Editor’s MNote

Please address all
communication
for the English pages
to The English Editor,
' Morning Star’
UpuviL, CHUNNAKAM.

THE MORNING STAR

Registered as a Newspaper at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka
under No. Q B/ 8920/ 78.

Published Every Friday

Established: 1841 (o]
Vol. 139

RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

JAFFNA, FRIDAY, 16TH NOVEMBER, 1979

No. 45

Foreign Air Mail ;
Rs. 90/- per year.
Apply to:
The Manager,
‘ Morning Star’,
VADDUKODDAI

Twentyeight Billion Rupees
Budget

Twelve Billion Rupees has
been allocated to Development,
according to the Third Budget
which the Minister of Finance
and Planning presented to Parlia-
ment on 14-11-79, This is 40
per cent more (on Development)
than last year.

Other big chunks are for
Edueation :- 1.6 Billion, Health :-
882 million and: Transpori:- 1.5
Billion and 2.8 Billion for subsi-
dies which include the income
support scheme, fertiliser subsidy
and milk food subsidy.

The debt burden of a country,
according to the Minister, is judged
by the Debt Servicing Ratio
(DSR), the proportion of a coun-
try’s debt to its total foreign Ex-
change Earnings. During the last
government, it was 25 per cent.
It has now come down to 12 per
cent because of the generous terms
of aid and loans.

The Presidential Commission
on Devolution

It is reliably learnt that the
Presidential Commission on De-
volution, will submit its Report
to the President on November 24,

The Commission which con-

sisted of ten members was headed
by Mr. Victor Tennekoon, former
Chief Justice.

Interchange
of Academicians

Around 35 University Lec-
turers of Peradeniya University,
will be given an opportunity in
the next five years to get training
facilities in their disciplines, at
three leading Universities in US.

Arrangements have also been
made to obtain the services of
lecturers of these US Universities
here. The US Government would
set apart nearly 6 million dellars
and Sri Lanka, 15 to 20 million
Rupees.

November 1978 Cyclone
casualities

According to statistics collec.
ted by the UN Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, 915 lives were lost
in the November Cyclone last
year, 639 of which were in Batti-
caloa. 60 people were permanently
disabled and 96,415 homes severely
damaged. Wind speed at Batti-
caloa could have reached 175
Kilometers per hour. Habarana
received only moderate winds.

Awareneéss of the need to
prepare for disasters of this kind
was sadly lacking among the peo-
ple. This accounted largely for
the extensive damaged caused by
the Cyclone, according to the
Report.

Twentyone governments pro-
vided assistance to the tmne of
2,457,901 US dollars,

Mass Media

MASS MEDIA’S RELATION TO HUMANITY

" Television, Radio,
paper — the mass media,
tiger and if we do not learn to
ride on it, we will be devoured
by it,” is the view expresed by
Dy, Kosuke Koyama, a Japanese
Theologian, Lecturer in the Phe-
nomenology of Religion at the
University o}'@tago, New Zealand,

News-
is a

Marketing

Marketing is a tremendous
human entégprise today. The
American Coca-Cola Company
moves quickly to the Chinese
market., The Iranian Missien that
came to New Zealand in May
1979, to examine the acceptability
of New Zealand slaughtering prac-
tices for Muslim consumption
dominated the nationwide television
for one week.

From international marketing
to the simplest and most local of
everyday activities, marketing is
going on. It uses the media to
sell a commodity, massively, effi-
ciently.

Marketing the Gosphel
Two men went up to the

Temple to pray. The first one in
his prayer markets himself. With-
out any hesitation, he offers him-
self asthe best self-made product
to God. He is self-sufficient and
can take care of himself. His
prayer is a pattern of good sales-

manship. Yet Jesus says he was
“not justified ”.

The Still Small Voice

The prayer of the Tax-Col-
lector is a cry from the bottom
of his soul that he needs help
from Ged. The Temple is the
place where our hidden self-ident-
ity is wncovered. The Truth (the-
New Testament word for truth
has the meaning of ‘uncovering’)
about us comes out in the Tem-
ple. What the tax-collector said
is unintelligible to us, But God
accepts him. Heis * justified”.

The Mass Media

Can we put the tax-collector
on the mass media instead of the
Pharisee. How can the mass
media carry the Still Small Voice.

— DR. Kosuke KOYAMA.

The Festival of Lights

The Deepavali festival was
celebrated by the Tamil Kala
Manram of the Theological Col-
lege of Lanka, Pilimatalawa on
Sunday the 2lst October, at 9
p.m. The whole College Com-
munity was invited to the Service
in the College Chapel, which was
decorated in oriental style with
young eoconut leaves, mango
leaves, ‘'‘Nirai Kudam” (pun
kalasa ), oil lamps ete. The whole
service brought out the significance
of light for the Tamil Hindu
Community and the Christian
Community and how such events
when meaningfully celebrated can
enrich Community living and help
each ethnic and religious Com-
munity to share its culture and
witness to the other Community.
The service was followed by a
Community meal and ended with
the community chewing of betel
which is a very old custom.

The Theological Cellege of
Lanka has pioneered for a num-
ber of years in the celebration of
such cultural and religious events
which have been meaningful for
theological education, community
living, communicating and wit-
nessing in Sri Lanka.

— Cor.

Appointed
Director of Mackwoods

Winthrep Mackwoods, Col-
ombo has appointed Mr. Rathini
Mather, as Director of their Firm,
from 1lst November. He isa son
of the Rev. Dr. James Mather,
and son-in-law of the late Dr.
G. S. Sinnatamby, Senior Surgeon,
General Hospital, Colombo.

Letter to the Editor
Girls" High School, Kandy

I read with great pleasure
your article on the 19th of October.

I would like to bring to your
notice that there were some in-
accuracies in the article. They
are as follows:- President Jeya-
wardene did not open the Science
Bloek but opened a 4 storey
building with 40 class rooms.
The Grace Paul Building is not
a block of Science labs but is
the Administration Block, It has
class rooms in the upper floor.

A praise service is held every
year, after the prize giving and
this time, it was a grand one
because of the centenary. A ser-
viee is held at the beginning of
the terms as well.

There have been many Tamil
activities in the school, dramas
(such as Kasyappa and Sangiliyan)
whieh were produced by Mrs. ]J.
Jesudason, head of the Tamil
section. A  Naatu Koothu was
produeed by her at the beginning
of this year as a prelude to the
events that followed. This is the
first time that a girl school has
produced one. It was the story
of Savithri - Sathyavan.

The idea of the pageant was
conceived by Mrs. Jesudason and
produced by her with the help of
Miss Lily Joseph and the other
staff members. The pageant was
a grand succes and is going to
be televised.

I hope this letter would be
published in your Morning Star.

Thank you.

L. P. Mutthiah
(An old girl and paremt
of the school.)

Education in- Sri<Lanka:
Statistics

Fhe following statistics in
Education have now been made
available to the public:

1. Total number of schools in
the country:- 9380. Sinhala
schoels: 6528; Tamil sehools :

1590; Muslim schools: 634;
Estate schools: 245.
2. Total number of Teachers:
1,33,249,
3. Appointments of Teachers after
1977 : Z1.73%.
4. Total number of children :
31,35,716,

5. New admissions (1979) : 74,000.
6. Number of new schools: 383,

Foreign Employment
Agency Bill

Stringent measures will soon
be intreduced to check the abuses
of employment agencies who re-
cruit Sri Lankan personnel for
employment abroad.

The FEA Bill which will
soon be introduced in parliament
requires all employment agencies
to license themselves with the
Department of Labour by paying
a Licensing Fee of Rs. 100,000.

- An_ employment agreement
has to be signed by the employee
who is being reeruited, anda re-
presentative of the Employer, in
the presence of a representative
of the Commissioner of Labour.

The present registration of
employment agencies will cease
to be recognised. These measures
have been taken because of cer-
tain complaints of Sri Lankan
Personnel working in oil rich
West Asian States.

Internal Doemestic Flights

The Government has granted
approval to four private firms for
the eperation of both fixed winged
aircraft as well as helicopters for
the domestic air services.

The firmsare:- Upali Trad-
ing Co. Ltd.; Mackinnon Mack-
enzie and Co. of Ceylon Ltd.;
Island Airways Ltd. and Air Taxis
Ltd. The operation of domestic
air services will fall under three
categories — Private Aerial Work,
Charter and regular Transport
operations. .

One firm, Consolidated En-
gineering Co. bhas applied for a
‘ Private Operation’ Service.

IN BRIEE s

® Mr. A. W. Mylvaganam of
the Colombo University has
been appointed to the Univer-
sity Grants Commission. He
succeeds Mr. D, M. Swamina-
than, Attorney-at-Law.

@® Mr. Lee Kyong - Bae, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Human
Rights Commission of the NCC
of Korea was arrested by the
Police in September, Now there
is mo trace of him.
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EDITORIAL
Education Overhaul

Eduocation in Sri Lanka which normally hits the headlines in
the wake of important school functions, as Prize Days, all of a
sudden changed its course as it were, during the last week of Octo-
ber, and erupted into our national headlines, splashing news of a
sordid variety, unprecedented in our annals.

The eruptions, ominous in their implication, saw the fall, demino-
style, of a few in the top echelons of power, and were viewed (as
of the inexorable descent of the US Skylab debris in

reports were,
“ some prayerfully, others playfully and all help-

July this year) by
lessly .

In Sri Lanka, periods of national crisis in recent years have
seen the birth of Commissions appointed to set things back, and set
things right in their course. So was born the Education Service
Committee. We wish it were born under happier auspices. With
the educational landseape cluttered with potholes of corruption
(brought to light in recent weeks) the Committee faces the herculean
task of almost creating in Education, a new world out of the dregs

of the old.

We appreciate the speed, sense of urgency and, above all, com-
posure with which the President and the Minister of Education and
Higher Education have acted in a situation which would have caused,
we know, considerable embarassment to the government at a time
when government muscles have to be stretched taut for developmeat.

There seems to have been two spheres where corruption had
almost reached an endemic stage — Examinations and Teacher re-
cruitment. Some of the irregularities detected go back, we are in-
formed, to the year 1973. The President has now, according to in-
formed sources, asked the Public Serviee Commiission to go into the
irregularities reported in teaching appointments and the three-man
Education Service Commiitec, headed by Mr. V.L. Wirasinha, a
former Secretary of the Ministry of Industry, to undertake the reha-
bilitation task of the 130,000 teacher cadre in the country.

We appreciate the comprehensive nature of the Education
overhaul initiated by the government. It has been no secret
that Education in the country gince the '‘take-over” has been a
seething political caldron into which teacbers (we include in this
category heads of schools) were thrown in, with other ‘ingredients’
added from time to time by trade unioms, party organisers and even
by politically oriented student bodies. The prognostications which
emanated from this 'caldron’ often determined the fate of teachers
and 'heads’ whose deployment at frequent intervals was largely res-
ponsible for the slide and slither of educational standards in this
country since 1960.

An arbitrary transfer scheme created a class of teachers of a
transitory character. Shortage of specialist teachers resulted in a
class of itinerant employees who worked three days of the week in
one school and two in another, not owning any responsibility for
either. A class of “performing” heads and deputy heads whose only
permanent oecupation was to ' work” for permanency in their posts,
finally completed the picture of education in agomy in this country
for the last two decades.

It should be said to the credit of this government that it has,
with commendable zeal, seught to bring back into education some of
its forgotten “values”. The insistent stress on English, which every
Minister of State has made from almost every platformr in the coun-
try, is an indication of the genuine concern the government has, for
Sri Lanka’s Educational future. One of the Ministers has gone so
far as to suggest that Science subjects be taught in our schools in
the English medium, for, development, he knows, at the pace the
government envisages, is linked closely with a more realistic approach
to the teaching of English in our schools.

With such goals in education, spelled out by the government,
tl?e m9st important task before the Education Committee, in our
view, i8 a Scheme of Teacher recruitment which could do justice to

tth;o nation, particularly in the context of an accelerated Development
thrust.

In this connection, we would like to quote an extract from a speech
made by Mr. Hema Basanayake, former Chief Justice and a reputed
Buddhist leader in our country, at the 76th Maha Sangha Sessions
of the All Ceylon Maha Sangha Federation held recently at its Head-
tlzuarters .at Elibank Road, Colombo. [Incidentally, these comments,
in our view, have made a significant contribution to promote national
harmony in this country at a vital stage in our annals.]:—

" Selection of employees appointed to government departments,
§tatutory. Boards and Corporations should be made on merit
irrespective of religious and racial differences. There should be
Justice and fairplay in selecting the right type of personnel.”
(Italics are ours.)

Edflcatiou in the country today is parched because of the lack of
the “ right type of personnel” as teachers to ''irrigate’” the landscape.
If only 'the Education Service Committee can devise a scheme to
meet this vital need and also ensure that the transitory and itinerant
character ?f the personnel is eliminated, then it would have done &
grcat service not merely to this generatiom but to posterity.

Jaffna Central Prize Day

Sinhala Leadership must be BIG ENOUGH
To Solve the ‘Tamil Problem’.

My father-in-law, Mr. S, J-
V. Chelvanayakam, the father of
Tamil Nationalism and the pro-
genitor of Tamil Natienhood told
me in 1958 in the aftermath of
the bloody Sinhalese . Tamil riets
of May 1958, that his firm con-
clusion was that the Sinhalese
were not big enough to rule the
the Tamils. That could not be
more true, judging from the events
since. We have today a situation
where two nations are warring
within the bosom of one.”

So said Dr. A. J. Wilson,
Professor of Politieal Science at
the University of New Brunswiek,
Canada, at the Annual Prize
Giving of Jaffna Central College
held on 18-10-79. The following
are exiracts frem his Prize Day
Address :—

Sinhala and Tamil Nationalism

We have to take into account
the fact that Sinhala and Tamil
pationalism have come to stay.
It is unlikely that the two na-
tions cam ever come together.
FEconomic palliatives may ease
the tensions but wounds created,
the riots of 1956, 1958, 1961 and
1977 ecannot be easily healed:
Nor can the blatant discrimination
practised against the Tamil people
in the post - Sinhala Only years
since 1956: Nor can the Tamil
people turn a blind eye to the
Sinhalese army of occupation in
their midst. Take all these away
and I would still doubt that
Tamil nationalism will ever be
stilled.

Three Conditions

There might be solutions like
the present one that is being
attempted by the President but
these can succeed onmly if they
satisfy three conditions. Firstly,
the Tamil political leadership must
get something really tangible and
substantial in exchange for their
demand for a sovereign state of
Eelam. Secondly, that solution
must prove acceptable to the
Tamil people who invested the
Tamil leadership with the mandate
for Eelam. If it fails to satisfy,
the present parliamentary leader-
ship will be swept away in a
storm and be replaced by an ex-
treme leadership which means
business. And this could mean
writing off all the Tamils in the
seven Sinhala provinces. Thirdly,
the Sinhala political leadership
must show a desire and willing-
ness to work out the arrange-
ments in a meaningful manner,
should these be aceeptable to the
majority of the Tamils,

Development Goals

The Tamil districts should
be encouraged to develop on their
own and be provided with the
necessary financial and economic
support. That way Tamil eco-
nomic needs might be satisfied,
the unempleyed Tamils found
employment, Tamil culture might

— PROF. A. J. WILSON

be preserved and, above all, Tamil
nationalism might possibly be con-
tained within the confines of a
single state.

Wrong Moves

A wrong move here or there
can throw the whole exercise out
of gear. And there are three
component forces that could stoke
the fires of Tamil natienalism
and aspirations for sovereign state-
hood. Firstly, there is what 1
call the demonstration effect —
the examples of Bangladesh, Cyp-
rus and possibly Quebec among

others. We live in & world of
mini states. Eelam may be no
exception.

Secondly, there is the expat-
riate Tamil component of the
Tamil Nationalist Movement. 1
would go so far as to refer to
this element as ultra-nationalists.
They have the burning desire to
see their country a separate
sovereign state, come what may.
In my travels, I have not come
across a more single minded set
of cempatriots determired to achi-
eve the goal of liberation.

Thirdly, there is no gainsay-
ing that the big powers or to be
more precise major foreign powers
are interested in what is happen-
ing in the Ceylon Tamil area.
None but those who refuse to see
will not realise that the U.S.,
the Soviet Union, the People’s
Republic of China, the Union of
India and the United Kingdom
of Britain and Northern Ireland
are anxious witnesses to the turn
of events. 1 would leave it to
you to draw your inference from
all this great power interest.

[ Further extracts from Prof.
Wilson’s Address will follow in
a subsequent issue.]

UNESCO Educational
Experts in Sri Lanka

A Team of UNESCO Ex-
perts, headed by Dr. Ananda W.
P. Guruge, of the UNESCO
Co-ordinating Programme, [Dr.
Guruge was attached to the Minis-
try of Education in Sri Lanka
during the time of the ‘Take-
Over’ of Sehools in 1960] will
examine the implementation of the
new Educational Reforms launched
by the present government and
submit a Report,

Other members of the team
include Professor Robert Morris
of the Sussex University, Dr.
Verner Lautherbach of East Ger-
many, a specialist in Technical
Education and Dr. Etture Gelvi
and Prof. Nathaniel Vedamani
from Kerala.

Dr. Vedamani has also been
asked to advise on the Alternat-
ing Field and Institutional Training
Scheme (AFIT) introduced this
year for all Training Colleges in
the country.
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