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Joatfna College

Another Set of Jubilarians
Honoured

Five members of the Staff of
Jaffna College — Mr. A. M. Brodie
( Head of the English Department),
Mr. S. Kanagasabapathy (Artand
Handicrafts), Mr. R. D. Thana-
balasingam (Boarding Department),
Mrs. S. Kanagaratnam (Junior
Schoel) and Miss S. Selvadurai
(English Department) — were
feted by the Jaffna Cellege Round
Table on the oceasion of their
completing 25 years of service to
the College.

A special Service of Thanks-
giving was held at the Cathedral
Church on 8-11-79 at which Mr.
S. Jebanesan of the Staff preached
the sermon. The Principal, Mr.
S. Kadirgamar presented to each
Jubilarian, a copy of the Bible as
a memento of God’s guidanee to
them in the past and His pro-
mise for the furure.

The Jubilarians hosted the
staff to tea in the evening on
the same day. The culminating
event was the Round Table Dinner
to the Jubilarians in the Otley
Hall. Mr. W. D. Thevakadacham,
President of the Round Table in
felicitating them said that it was
significant that Jaffna College to-
day had as many as 15 Jubilari-
ans on the Staff. Messrs. R.
Canagaratnam, Paul Raj, A. I.
Chinniah, Mrs. L. B. Thambi-
rajah and Mrs, M. D. Mithira-
dason felicitated the Jubilarians
on having completed a quarter of
a century of service to the College
and thanked tbem for what each
one of them had meant to the
College during this period. The
Jubilarians replied, thanking the

Staff for the K honour given to
them.

Galle Bye-Eiection

The first Parliamentary by-

Election' to be held after the new
constitution came into operation,
(the second since July 1977 when
the present government came to
pewer) will be held on 20-12-79,
when 47,608 voters are expected
to go to the polls to elect a
Member for the Galle Seat which
fell vacant when Mr. Albert de
Silva, was unseated at an election
petition filed by Dr, W. Daha-
nayake.

Barring the TULF, all major
political parties are contesting the
elections. The six candidates contes-
ting the seat are:— Dr. W, Daha-
nayake (UNP), one time Care-
taker Prime Minister : Mr. Sarath
Wickreme Dias ( SLFP ): Mr.
Victor Ivan Alias Podi Athula
(LSSP): Mr. Lionel Bopage
(JVP): Mr. B. P, Perera (Inde-
pendent): Mr. K. S, Piyadasa
(Independent ).

Mr. Lionel Bopage will contest
as an Independent as the (JVP)
is not yet @& recognised party
under the law.

Sowtl Afnisan Council of Churches

Letter to the Editor
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MAKING WHOLE OF THE WHOLE PERSON IS SALVATION

Dr. Allan Boesak, a Black Theo-
logian of Capetown, in a letter
to the Justice Minister who bhad
issued a warning to the Theo-
logian to ‘keep out of politics’
SAYS :-

“Your warning has almost
become customary in South Africa—
a continual reminder to evange-
lists and churches to ‘keep out
of politics’ and confine themselves
to their proper task — the preach-
ing of the Gosphel.

But what is the gosphel of
Jesus Christ which the churches
have been called to preach?
Surely it is the message of the
salvation of God which has come
to all the people through Jesus
Christ.

This salvation is the making
whole of the WHOLE PERSON.
It is not meant only for a person’s
“inner life” or soul.
for the whole of human existence.
This Jesus who proclaimed the
Church, was surely not only a
spiritual being with  spiritual
qualities estranged from the reality
of our human existence. No. He

— DR. ALLAN BONEAR The fear entertained by good

many here

It is meant .

is the Word became flesh who
took on a eomplete human form
and his message of liberation is
meant for the total person im hig
or her full humanity. Did not
the Church of the Africaner even
in the Anglo-Boer war stand
right in the middle of the struggle?

There is something more in
your warning. It is associated
with the exceptionally difficult and
sensitive issue of a Christian’s
obedience to the government,

Iam convineed that for a
Christian, obedience to the state
or any authority is always linked
to obedience to God. That is to say,
ebedience
is always relative.

to human institutions
Human laws

in Jaffna that there

was no standard English journal
in this part of the country to
espouse the cause of Tamils has
been dismissed
unfounded by the “‘ Morning Star”
through

as bagel

and

its editorial columns in
the recent past. The impression
created in certain quarters that
it is a publication exclusively for
the benefit of a particular religious
group will also be found untrue
if one cares to read its editorials,

The " Morning Star” in its
editorial of 09-11-79 on the speech"
delivered by Dr. A.]. Wilson at
the Prize Giving of Jaffna Cen-
tral College has truly reflected
the opinion of the level headed
populace of the Northern Province
on the Tamil issue aad itis now

must always be sub-ordinate to .°F (D¢ enlightened Sinhala poli-

the laws of God. This
the Christians understand it.

[The Tenth Annual Conference
of the South African Ceuncil of

Churches which met in Tuly
produced seme bold words  on
Christian civil disobedience. Dr.

Boesak was a key speaker at the

conferenee. |

A Missionary of Charity

Mother Teresa wins
Nobel Peace Prize

In our issue of 2-3-79, we
were happy to announce the news
of an Honerary Doctorate that
had been conferred on Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, (Founder of
the Missionary Sisters of Charity )
by John Carroll University in the
United States.

In this issue, though some-
what belatedly, we are happy to
record the award of this year’s
Nobel Peace Prize to the 69 year
old Albanian born nun (who ac-
quired Indian citizenship in 1950)
in recognition of her self-less dedi-
cation to the destitutes and the
unwanted of the most populous
Indian City of Calcutta where it
is estimated that at least 200,000
live in the streets, curling up in
their cotton rags to sleep against
a wall to sleep and often to die.

The Missionaries of Charity,
the Order which Mother Teresa
founded has now grown to inter-

pational dimensions with 120
homes — scattered through 67
countries of the world. Mother

Teresa has won an array of inter-
pational honours including In-
dia’s Order of the Lotus, and
Vatican's first Pope John XXIII
Peace Prize.

The Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee has awarded the Peace
Prize to her this year in prefer-
ence to 55 others considered for
the award,

Methodist Church (Sri Lanka)

The President on Lay
Training

In the course of his address
Methedist
Conference held
the Revd.
Basil Rajasingam said:— ‘' Let us
resolve to give top priority #o
lay training for, asthe President
the
Rev. William Gowland, has re-
marked in his Presidential address
‘the essential element in chureh

as President of
Churech Annual
in Colombo recently,

the

of the British Conference,

is how

tical leadership to do something
tangible, acceptable to the majo-
rity of the Tamils in the larger
interest of the whole country.

Thanking you.

Christmas Walaw
Uduvil.
22-11-79,

Mass Media

Mrs. Lalitha Raja 3
M. A. (Cartab) of Kuala-Lumpur
has finished her assignment as
Media Consultant at the Sri Lanka
Broadeasting Corporation and re-
turned to Manila where she is a
Professor at De La Salle Univer-
sity. Her husband Dr. S. Puvi-
rajasipgham is an Economist,
attached to the Asian Develop-
ment Bank. Though they are
from Manipay, they have become
Malayan Citizens. Lalitha is a

life today is the skilled training daughter of the late Dato R. P.:S.

of our laity.”

An Institute of Theology for
Lay Training has been commenced
in the Tamil medium in Jaffna
on an Inter-Church basis. We
trust a similar one will soon be
started in the Sinhala Language
before long on the same pattern.

It is proposed that Rev.
Lewis Julian on his return frem
furlough, be engaged in a pro-
gramme of lay training during
the week ends while he continues
to serve on the Staff of the
Theological College of Lanka.

We also note with joy that
the first candidate for the Auxiliary
Ministry will be received at this
conference .

IN BRIEF i

® The 32nd Christmas Carol
Festival of the Youth of the
North was held at the St.
John's College Hall on Satur-
day, 24th of November. The
ides of such a buoyant Youth

Rajasooriar, Bar-at-Law of Kuala-
Lumpur.
— Cor.

Festival to herald the Christ-
mas season was first conceived
in 1948 by two missionary ladies
— Miss L. K. Clark of Uduvil

Girls’ College and Miss Kelk
of  Chundikuli Girls’ College.
Confined originally only tao

schools of the North, today it
includes all Christian youth
groups of the North, irrespective
of denominational labels.

® Air Lanka Chairman, Capt.

Rakkitha Wikramgnlynke, has
told airlines continuing to give
heavy discounts on tickets te
Middle East and Gulf States
that undercutting of fares was
illegal and that they should base
their fares on Air Lanka’s *' 19
per cent discourt fares”. Some
of these Air-lines enjoy traffic
rights from Colombo witheut
Air Lanka baving the benefit
of recipracal rights,
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EDITORIAL

The Year (1979) for the Sri Lankan Child

It was on the 2lst of December 1978, that the Generafl Assembly
of the United Nations proclaimed 1979 as The International Year
of the Child. With enly a month/to go for the formal observance
to end, it is good for us to reflect what" this year has meant
for the child in Sri Lanka. According to a Chlldreg’s Charter."
which is in the course of preparation in our country.. a chi'ld g
a person who falls in the age group of 1— 18. Children ’ in the
age group of 1 — 15 constitute 42 per cent of the country’s popu-
lation. The “ Children’s Charter” will, therefore, when 1t.ls ready,
include in its ambit more than 50 per cent of the population of Sri
Lanka.

Statistics of school children published recently are gloomy in their
prognosis. They reveal that 30 per cent of children in the country
do not attend any school. (It is as high as 90 per cent in the
Plantation areas.) Fifty per cent of the school going children drop
out before they come to Grade 6. Twentyseven per cent go up to
Grade 8 and 13.2 per cent to Grade 10: 1.3 per cent go beyond
Grade 10 and 0.5 per cent qualify to enter the universities.

This is the backdrop in which we will have to examine all wel-
fare measures undertaken for the 31 lakhs of school going children
in Sri Lanka, including the latest decision of the government to set
apart Rs. 32 million in the Budget, for the distribution of free
Text Books for children in government schools in the age group of
1— 14,

There have been criticisms levelled against the Free Books
Scheme. Some of these criticisms may not be well founded. But more
important in our view, is the problem of controlling the abuse of the
Scheme, if the intended objective of the government in stemming the
tide of the drop outs in the age group of 1 — 14 is not realised.
We have already a surfeit of ‘“‘rackets”, in this country, of varying
degrees of sophistication, that we wonder if the government would
not be saddled with another ‘racket’ if the drop-outs in our schools,
while still retaining their names on the roll, avail themselves of the
Free Book Scheme.

The truth of the matter is, that the Sri Lankan child today is
eaught up in the vortex of a consumer culture (which Prof. K, D.
Arulpragasam referred to in his Prize Day Address at Jaffna College)
in the context of which, Education as a long term investment has
ceased to have the aura it had, a decade ago. Even in the North,
where education has been regarded as the chief industry of the
Jaffnoa man, values seem to have tumbled precipitously in recent
Years.

One has only to walk along the corridors of the New Market
in Jaffna, te see the large number of teen-agers, boys and girls em-
ployed full time in restaurants, fancy good stalls, textile shops, cafes,

~milk bars, confectionaries etc., etc. — children whe nermally ought to

s~==1he in sehool where education is free, including new even text books.

o

We do not subscribe to the view that these children, prematurely
employed, are from poor homes. The exciting world these children
see around them (with the new liberalisation policy of the govern-
ment filling every shop window with eye-filling objects of every hue)
and their anxiety te exploit this world with whatever money they
earn,_is more potent an influence om their lives than the drab atmos-
phere of the class room, and the sight of teachers whose movements
are often as transitory as the morning dew in our couutry in the
early months of the year,

There is also the other side of the story. Parents who want
their children to scale loftier heights want quick results to send their
wards abroad, while the sun still shines in the gulf states or the
gathering clouds are yet, not so massive in distant climes. Hence
we have the proliferation of tutories (one of them has ecorrectly
guaged the tempo of the rat-race and has displayed the name board,
the instant tutory). The frenetic efforts of the youth to ecatch the
earliest plane has, we find, now ended in sordid corruption reported
in the Examinations Department.

‘" Suspended between two worlds”, (to borrow am expression
from Mathew Arnold), the world of the school drop-outs ecaught in
the met of the consumer culture, and the world of the over zealous
madly in pursuit of “instant” swuccess, schools which are expec-
ted to be nurseries of values have become anaemic, having lost sight
of their goals and in most instances only taking on, a defensive

stance against dissident parents, recalcitrant students and peevish
politicians.

This atmosphere of tension is turned over to she universities
a';.nd nssun?es there a more sophisticated hue, as contemporary trends
in our university campuses amply demonstrate.

The International Year of the Child! What difference has it
made to the child in Sri Lanka? A Research team of the Sarvo-
daya Institute of Sri Lanka, led by a Sociology Don of one of our
universities, has conducted a Research Project, om the behaviourial
patterns of our youth, Its findings have beem made available to the

Hartley College

_Onehundred and Fortieth
Anniversary

Hartley College, Pt. Pedro,
celebrated its 140th Anniversary
this year. Founded by Dr. Peter
Percival in 1838, it was first
knewn as the Wesleyan Mission-
ary School. In 1861, it became
an English Mixed School, with
60 children on the roll, and func-
tioned at the present site of the
Methodist Girls’ College, with
Mr. D. P, Niles as the Head-
master.

In 1875, when mumbers grew,
the boys were separated and the
school shifted to the present site

of the College. Mr. J. C. T.
Sherrard succeeded Mr. D. P.
Niles.

Mr. C. P. Thamotheram gui-
ded the destinies of the school
from 1916 — 1943 during its for-
mative years as a Secondary
School. The Prineipals who suc-
ceeded him were Mr. K. Poor-
nampillai who served the institu-
tion as Teacher and Priacipal for
over 35 years and elevated it to
the status of a leading educational
institution in the country and
Messrs. S. Ratnasabapathy and
W. N. Samuel who have striven
hard to see that the rich tradi-
tions of the scheol were main-
tained, despite falling standards
of education in the country.

Mr, W. N. Samuel, the Pre-
sent Principal, has seen six years
of service at the helm. Under
his leadership and with the co-
operation of the Member of Par-
liament of the electorate, the Old
Boys, Parents and well-wishers,
the Sehool has undertaken massive
building projects.

A two storeyed Science Labor-
atory is almost ready to be opened
and a blueprint for an Assembly
Hall cum Administration Block
and Library at a cest of 7 lakhs
has been approved.

We wish Hartley a future,
as worthy as its past.

Colombo Church
Mr. E. N. Punitharajah

Mr. Erwin Nallayah Punitha.
rajah met with an untimely death
on the night of Monday, 12th
November, 1979 on his way home
after work. He had done over-
time and was returning home
when he met with an accident
pear the Kathiresan Kovil, Bam-
balapitiya. He was 47 years old
at the time of his death.

Mr. Punitharajah
humble beginings in the Postal
Department to the post of an
Authorised Officer in the National
Savings Bank when the Post
Office Savings Bank and Ceylon
Savings Bank were amalgamated,
He was very helpful te friends
and strangers alike who visited
the National Savings Bank. In
fact, a friend had telephoned Mr.
Punitharajah on Tuesday, the 13th
November to get a favour done,
to be told that he was no more,

rose from

He was humble in his manner
and helpful to all.  If one meets
him once, he becomes a friend
thereafter. He was gifted witha
beautiful voice with which he used
to praise the Lord. In every
funeral he attended, the lyries
and hymns he sang, were a balm
to the bereaved family.

In the C. S. I. Celombo
Church, he held a large place.
He was the Sunday School Super-
intendent and took a very keem
interest in the children under his
care. He even went to the child-
ren’s home to ascertain the rea-
sons for the absence of a child
from Sunday School.

He was alsoa Lay Preacher
both at the C S.I. Church and
at the Colpetty Methodist Church,

He was a loving father who
tock great interest in the welfare
of his children. He was equally
concerned with their spiritual nur-
ture as with their work in the
class room.

The Colombo Church, his
loving wife, the three young child-
ren, relatives, friends and collegues
will miss him and a gap that he
has left cannot be easily filled.
Let us all emulate his exemplar
life in this world.

A FRIEND

Information Department of Sri Lanka.

Listed in an ascending order

of poignamey are the following three revelations which we have culled

from the Report:— Eleven per

Colombo Schoels are addicted to drugs:

have

cent of higher grade students in

72 per cent of scheol children

their values formed by cartoon stories: Sri Lankan suicide
rate is second omly to one country in the world.

There have been, no doubt, laudable fokens, of concern and
awareness on the part of the government and the pubiic sector re-
garding the future of our children in Sri Lanka. The recent an-
nouncement of the Times Group of Newspapers, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education, the Bank of Ceylon and the Insurance

Corporation to organise @ Best Siwdent of the Year Contest is am
instance in point,

. Contests, like these, no doubt, serve to bring to the ‘limelight’
some latent talents among children, hidden and stifled, perhaps, by
the somewhat foggy climate of Education today in the country (for
which climate we ecannot place the blame entirely at the door of the
government). But these tokens have slender relevance unless the
essential guality of Sri Lankan student life (shorn of discrimination

of any kind) is improved and elevated by our compassion, our concern
and, above all, by our courage.
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