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Editor’s MNote

Please address all
communication
for the English pages
to The English Editor,
' Morning Star’
UpuviL, CHUNNAKAM,

A Message for Christmas

Christmas has become a uni-
versally celebrated feast irrespec-
tive of religious affiliations. Some-
how everybody is caught up during
this festive season by the spirit

of Love and generosity to each
other. It is as it should be.
The Angel Gabriel announcing
Christ’s birth said; ‘I am here
wlth good mews for you, which
will bring great joy to all the

people..”” (St. Luke 2:10) We
need love. The world needs love.
In Christ God’s love has flooded
the world, We see God's genero-
sity in giving His only son to the
world. A foretaste of what that
event can mean to the world
is seen at this festive season.
Christmas brings together people
of different religious  beliefs,
different races, different rolitical
loyalties in a joyful fellowship.
For the time being ‘at least, all
that normally separates them is
completely forgotten. How one
would wish that life could be
one continual Christmas so that
joy and peace may always abide
in the world.

With the coming of Jesus,
a great turning peint in history
has taken place. In Christ it has
been proved that love cannot be
defeated. That . hatred and all
that goes with it cannot ulti-
mately conquer has been clearly

demonstrated. So the world can-
not be .the same anymore. A
new age bhas been ushered in,

It is no surprise that the Calendar
marks this unique Christ event
by dividing time into two; that
which was before Christ, and that
which goes on after Christ. But
the fruits of that event cannot
be experienced in full measure by
mankind until that event takes
place in individuals’ lives, The
coming of Christ into a life is
also an unique event dividing
that life into two: that which
was (Old) and that which has
become (New). (Colossiaus 1:13)
The hymn writer bas set out
this experience thus:

"' Cast out our sins and enter in

Be born in us today ”

May this be our prayer.

Ven. Sam. D. Horshington
Archdeacon of Jaffna.

Colomboe Church News

Mr. R. Vijeasekaran, Chair-
man of the Sri Lanka Branch of
the ICMA, has proceeded to
Liberia to accept an appointment
at Consultant to the Finance
Ministry.

Dr. Ranjit Thuraisingham
participated in the World
Conference on Quantum Chemistry
held 1n Europe and presented a
Research Paper on the Subject.

Mrs. K. S. Nadarajah has
retired afrer 25 years of service
at St. Clares where she served
as Deputy Prineipal and Head of
tbe Tamil Department,
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Mission Year, 1980

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
There wili be no issue .
of the péper
on 28-12-79,
— Editor.

‘CHRISTIAN MISSION
SHOULD TAKE THE FORM OF COMMUNITY’

The scene is a- Bible Study
with Factory workers on the sub-
ject of the miraculous Catch of Fish
(Luke 5: 1-11). The diseussion was
understandably  lukewarm until
one of them caught hold of verse
5 where Peter told Jesus, ‘'We
have worked hard all night long
and caught nothing.”

He knows what life is :

The worker commented with
happy relief,  Simon surely knows

something about life””, He began
to tell the group what he had
gone through —a 12-hour day,

his father passing away without
leaving anything, "I walked into
the Plant at 15 with no money
in my pocket, and I came out
at 52, the same poor man?”,
He ended by repeating, °‘This
man Jesus knows what life is’,

Intimacy and reverence :

Others too opemed up. Soon
everyone was talking earnestly
and excitedly about Jesus helping
Simon Peter, catch a boatful of
fish and- Peter strangely giving
it all up to follow Jesus.

— RavYyMOND Funec

The change of attitude to-
wards the reality of Jesus was
not brought about by the teaching
of Christian beliefs. The workers
in that Bible Study were not
interested in doctrines, They saw
themselves in Simon Peter. They
found the world of Jesus familiar,
people working, suffering, doubt-
ing. But the values and operating
principles were different,

In the world of Jesus, Simon
Peter’s cry of anguish is listened
to and responded, his needs met
and-yet he is challenged to give
up what he rightfully possesses.
The world of man was also the
world of Jesus. The ground the
person stands on is ‘holy’
ground.

The Christian Mission becomes
one of ereating that environment
in which God’s rule is recognised,
to which people are welcome and
in which, if- they so desire,
belong.

International Review of Mission
Vol. LXVIII Ne. 270

The Helsinkt Act and After

HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST WORLD COLLOQUIUM — 1981

Arising out of important dis-
cussions concerning human rights
at the Nairobi Assembly of the
WCC in 1975, a decision was
taken to set upa Human Rights
Advisory Commitiee with repre-
sentation of a world-wide scale.

The initial meeting of a Working
Committee specifically for the area
covered by the signatory states
of the Helsinki Final Act, was
bheld from 27-2-79 to 1-3-79 at
Cartigny, Switzerland.

This meeting took the first
major step towards the realisation
of what is to be known -as the
Churches Human Rights Pro-
gramme for the Implementation
of the Helsinki Final Act. The
Canadian Council of Churches,
the Conference of European Chur-
ches and the National Council of
Churches of the USA are colla-
borating in this task.

‘a first Colloguium to be held
probably in 1981 on the theme:-
“The Relationship between the
Individual and Society in a
Christian Perspective.” The com-
mittee has also prepared methods
for the diffusion to the member
churches of relevant and up-to-
date materials on human rights
matters,

It has also drawn up a cri-
teria for the handling of specific
complaints about violation of
human rights.

Now that the Programme has
been defined, it is hoped that the
churches, which would send their
delegates to the Colloquium, would
be in a position to provide the
necessary funds necessary for such
a Programme,

In the words: of Pope Paul
VI, “it is not through opportu-
nism nor thirst for mnovelty that
the Church ‘fhe expert in huma-

The Working Committee has nity’ defends human rights. It
developed a scheme of study and 1is through a true evangelical
information work, pointing towards commitment.

G. C. E. (O/L) Examination, 16,000 Marking Examiners
Dec. 1979 will commence the marking of
scripts at different centres on

Eighthundred Controlling  23.12.79 and are expected to
Chief Examiners will be brifed  ;mplete their work on 2-1:-80. -

today at Royal College, Colombo
by the Coimmissioner of Examin-
ations, Mr. A. W. S. Gunasekara,
on 'the Marking Schemes of
answer papers of some 300,000,
O. L. caadidates who sat the
Examination which concluded on

18-12-79,

Tight security measures have
been taken by the government in
the conduct of this Examination
in view of sordid events repgltad
in recent months in the conduct

of the A/L Examination,

"IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMoORY

OF
ROSAMMAH JOHN

Born: 24-7-1892
Departed to Glory: 29-12-197%

“Safe in the Arms of Jesus”

Fondly remembered by
her loved ones on her
- first Death Anniversary.
Love Lane,
Uduvil.
21-12-79.

New Leave System

All Public Servants, irrespec-
tive of their grades, will get 21
days annual holiday from 1-1-80.
In the case of teachers, these 21
days will be in addition to the
school holidays.

Public holidays will be ex-
cluded in caleculatipg the annual
leave, whether such leave is spent
in Sri Lanka or outside.

The Sri Lanka

Electricity Board Clarifies

The CEB tarif on the
power supply to private residences
and charitable institutions is 31
cents per unit for the first 50
units and 21 cents per unit for

the units in excess of 50 unitgrSe~—

minimum charge of Rs. 5/- in ‘

These charges are subject

respect of every month.

In the case . of places of
religious worship or residence of
members of the

clergy, the
charge is 18 cents per owé

all units subject to the minimui
charge of Rs. 5/- per month.
An ordinary bulb consumed one
unit in 10 bours. A 40-watt
fluorescent tube - consumed one
third less than an ordinary 100
watt bulb.

IN BRIEF iuinse

® Valedictory. The Jaffoa
Diocese of the Church of South
India accorded a Farewell to
Dr. (Mrs.)) A. D. Paul at the
Paranthan Medical Clinic on
17-12-79 at 3 p.m.

® The Ceylon Bible Society.
His Excellency Archbishop
Nicola Rotunne, Apostelic Pro-
Nuncio was the Chief Guest
at the 167th Anniversary Meet-
ing of the Ceylon Bible Society
at the Central YMCA, Colombo
on 10-12-79.

® The Colombagam Teachers'
College has been closed by the
government from 1-1-80, It is
Jearnt that the College may be
re-opened if there are enovgh
Teacher Trainees to WArrant
its continuance.
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EDITORIAL s )
¢ peace on Earth] Goodwill

" God’s highest glory was their anthem still
Peace upon Earth and Mutual Goodwill”
These two lines eonclude the third stanza of the familiar Christmas
Carol — Chyistians Awake Salute The Haypy Morn — which we sing
so buoyantly at our Morning Worship in our Churches on Christmas
Day.

In reality, however, we have been witnessing in our lt'ime, espe-
cially in the course of this year, the very reverse of = Peace on
Earth” and " mutual goodwill .

President Carter, as he turned on the lights at a televise(:.l cere-
mony on 12-12-79 for the national Christmas Tree, struck a poignant
note when he said (possibly with a lump in his threat) that some
of the lights of the tree near the White House will remain unli.t.
inferring that they will be lit only when the “hostages’ held in
Iran, return homs. 5

It is not only in the United States that some Christmas lights
will remain unlit. In South Africa and Gautemala, in USSR and

- Rhodesia, in Pakistan and Syria and in many other countries 9( the
world. where there is ‘‘dramatic deterioration™ of human rights,
Christmas will remain an ‘“ unlit season’. .

s Instead of clvilising of the world”, says Eugene Carson Blake,
a former WCC Secretary (who in recent years has been agsocla.ted
with the Christian Citizens Movement), ‘‘we have been witnessing
the guerilla-ising of civilisation”. ‘

How shall we celebrate Christmas 1979, in the mids::; ?f esecal-

ation of suffering, mounting casualities and unaccountable * disappear-
Can our ‘ Christmas Trees’ reach out, to all our children
where they are? 10.5 million refugees are currently under the care
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
Over half of these Refugees are children under 15. We often for-
_get that the ‘boat people’ though currently the most pub]icised refu-
gees, make up only a tiny percentage of the world’s total refugee
population of 15 million (one more million than the entire popula-
tion of Sri Lanka).

Our straggle as a Church in the world today is, therefore, not
merely to make man human but to keep him human. This Christ-
mas season, the ‘'Call’ comes to us more insistently and more per-
sistently than ever before, that we are not only our brother’s ‘keeper’
but our brother’s brother. )

ances .

Christmas is net complete without the Cross. In.the words of
Bishop John Tinsley, Bishop of Bristol, ‘' God isnot exhausted even
in the Incarnation.” The dimensions of people’s struggles today at
various levels, for justice, human rights and human dignity make it
imperative that we no longer work for the poor but with the poor.
The Christmas season will have little meaning unless we are pre-
pared to be “at the bleeding points of humanity .

“It isn’t by improving the look of a man's face thata Christian
- ——=an bring peace to his conscience: it is by finding and tackling
‘all the social and moral disorders which have produced that face.”

— Michael Quoist.

The bewildering pagan, it has been said, spoke of the early
Christians as the Third Race. They were not Jews, they were mot
pagans; they were different. The marks of the first Christians —
remur ciation, identification and joy — are still the marks of authen-
\t,n‘: Christianity.

Britain’s Red Tape Barrier /N BRIEF ..o

*Where Communists build
walls to keep people in, the Bri-
tish Government spins webs of
red tape to keep them out” says
Himmat (30-11-79) commenting
on Britain’s new immigration laws.

® Boys’ Home, Manipay- The
new Boys’ Home run by the
Jaffna Diocese of the C.S. 1.
was opened omn 14-12-79 at
5-30 p. m. at Manipay, by the
Bishop’s Commissary, the Rev.
D. R. Ampalavanar. The mem-
bers of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Diocese and mem-
bers of the Manipay Parish
participated in the simple Cere-

* Most anger has been roused ’.
says the journal, by a proposal
barring women (but not men)
from bringing their husbands into
Britain. Aimed at Asian arranged

marriages, it offends against Brit- mony. The Boys' Home has
ain’s own laws against race and  @¢Cemmodation  for  twenty
sex discrimination. The Confeder- children. Rev. A, C. Mathana-

rajah is now in charge of the
Home, which is intended for
the rehabilitation of Orphans
and Destitutes, irrespective of

ation of Indian Organisations in
the UK threatens to take the
Government to the European Court
of Human Rights unless it is

withdrawn. their social or religious back-
S grounds,
That Britain cannot afford
more large scale immigration is ® Two additional Government

well understood but the new con-
trols which will reduce immigra-
tion by 3 to 4 thousand per year
only, seem unnecessary as well ag
barmful to human rights,”

Agents have been appointed to
the Jaffna District to Carry out
new Development Programmes
They- are:i—~ Mr. S. Tharma-
palan and Mr. S. Panchalingam,

Letter to the Editor

THE INDIAN ELECTIONS

It is distressing to read in

The Stage is being set for ' our daily papers of men being'
the Seventh Lok Sabha Elections oat and killed, Cannot
in India on January 3 and 6. protest be made through

The Final results will be availa- your Christian paper The ‘Morn-

ble on January 8. Mr. Shyam ing Star’; an Editorial giving the

Lal Shakdher, & 60 year old opiion viaw against such actions

Civil Servant, and a iom;ers Sbe: would help.

retary General of the Lok Sabha

is the Election Commissioner. 13521\-4—“'19141qi°t° Jéhn Oxenham

Enumeration “In Christ there is no East or Wests
The estimated 360 million In Him no South or North,

eligible voters (as against 321 in But one great fellowship of love
the last election in March, 1977) Throughout the whole wide-earth,
were registered by more than ene 1, f1im shall all hearts everywhere
million enumerators who visited Their high communion find

every household 'in India, some pyjg geryice is the golden cord,

travelling on ecamels, others on ()gqee binding all mankind,
elephants to cross desertsand jun-
gies. Armed escort were provided
to those who were in danger of
confronting wild beasts, Enumer-
ators had even to climb 5400
metres (18,000 feet) to get at
those living on mountain tops.

Strength of Lok Sabha

The total strength ef the
Lok Sabha will be 544, including
two nominated members who will
represent the Anglo-Indian com-
munity till 2000 A.D. Of ‘the try should strive for peace.
542 seats for whieh elections will To St
be held, 119 are reserved — 79 Asslasi— 3
for scheduled and 40 for sche-
duled tribes. The number of re-
served constituencies have gone
up by three.

Join hands, then brothers of
the faith,

What’er your race may be!
Who serves my Father as a son
Is surely kin to me,
In Christ now meet both East

and West,
In Him meet South and North,
All Christly souls are one in Him,
Throughout the whole wide earth,

Other religions too are against
taking life, and unitedly this coun-

quote Francis of

“Lord, make me an instrument
of Thy peace.
Where there is hatred,
let me sow love;
Snow-bound Constituencies Where there is injury, pardon ;
Dhree Constitieneiooin Jammu Where there is doubt, faith ;
and . Kashmir and one each ip Where their is despair, hope ;
Wttar Pradesh are likely to be VWhere there is darkness, light;
snow-bound in January. In such Where there is sadness, joy.
constituencies, polling may mnot O Divine Master, grant that
take place till May ar June, 1980. I may not so much seek
But this will not held up the To be consoled, as to console ;
convening of the New Parliament. Not so much to be understood as
The mew Lok Sabha is likely to To understand; not so much to be
meet ‘on 11-1-80, ending six Lovedasto love ; A
months of eare-taker government. For it is in: giving that we receive ;
It is in pardoning,
that we are pardoned ;
It is in dying, that we awaken

Voting Strength and Counting
The Voting age in India is

21. Only half the voters are ex- to eternal life.”
pected to report at the 450,000 E
polling booths in the country, BRI R

The old system of ‘booth-wise [ We regret that this letter got
counting’ will be revived to avoid mixed up in our correspondence ard
delay in the transfer of ballot COuld mot be published at the time
boxes from the booths to the it Was sent. — Editor. ]

central stations. ber as the “bulwork of democra-

Gujerat tic values in the changed circum-
The Elections to the Gujerat Stances”.
State Assembly will also take 4 Record

place. simultaneously with the According to the Press Trust
elech.ons to the Lok Sabha, of India, @ record number of 6500
Congress (1) candidates have entered the Elec-

Most Indian political com- tion Race. But none could file

nominations in 10 of the North
Eastern Assam States’ 14 Consti-
tuences because of mass agitations
regarding improper registration of
voters.

mentators believe that Mrs. Gan-
dhi’s Congress (1) Party will fare
best but fail to win an overall
majority in the 544 - seat Lok
Sabha.

~ Mrs. Gandhi has stood to Janata Party
gain substantially by Mr. H. N, . Janata President Chandra
Bahagugya. a bitter critic of Mrs, Shekar -‘has announced that the®
Qhandhxs Ex.nergeucy Rule, join- President of India, Sanjiva Reddy
ing ha‘.nds with her. Mr, Baha- (elected unopposed for a five year
guna is a pror'munced Leftist and term in July 1977 ) should step
ha.s' the backing of a sgeizable down when Janata is returned to
:sectmn of the Muslim minority power.
in Uttar Pradesh. Mr. Bahaguna President Reddy (66) dis-
who”once described Indira Gandhi solved the 544 -seat Lok Sabba
as “the most discredited person after two governments resigred iu
in the country” has now hailed quick succession.
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