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19¢h Synod of the Church
of South India

The 19th Annual Synod of
the Church of South India takes
place at Secunderabad in  A. P.
12th to the 16th of
January, 198+4. The followiog
from the Jaffnoa Diocese have
proceeded to India to attend the
Synod Sessions: The Rt. Rev. D.
J. Ambalavanar and Dr, Mrs.
Ambalavanar, the Revds. S. S-
Arulampalam and D. R. Ampala,
vanar and Messts. S. S. Selvadurai.

from the

J. M. Sabaratnam, L. S € Ca-
nagasingam  and Miss. Chelvy
V. Selliah.

The Refugee Problem
in Sri Lanka

According to figures sup-
plied by the Commissioner-Ge-
neral of Essential Service ‘Mr.
Bradman Weerakoon the origi-
nal population of refugees in
the camps was 100,000.

Just now refugees are hou-
sed 1n 4 Camps in Colombo
and 14 camps in the outstati-
ons. The total population in
these camps is 13,449. In Jaffna
there are 4472. At Hindu Col-
lege, in Colombo there are yet
6685 refugees.

Nearly 600 families have
nowhere to go. They have an
income for less than the mini-
mum of Rs. 600 per month.

A 36 million Rupees grant
has been made by NORAD and
this sum has been set apart for
the rehabilitation of affected
PErsons.

Three hundred persons were
waiting to be repatriated to
India when the boat service at
Talaimannar is resumed.

Anintegrated plan for the Re.-
fugeesis inthe process of being
drawn up and the Commissioner
hopes that by the end of March,
all camps will be closed.

Judicial Transfers in
the North

Mr. M. D. Jesuratnam, Dis’
trict Judge, Jaffna has been
trasferred to Batticaloa and
Mr. K. Kathiravelupillai, Magis-
trate at Kilinochi, has been
transferred to Mutur.

Mr. Suntheralingam, ADJ,
Jaffna has assume duties as
District Judge. Jaffna. Mr. B.
Balachandran from Mutur has
taken the place of Mr. Kathi-
ravelupillai at Kilinochi.

Fisrt Anniversary of
Prof. Kailasapathy

Mr, N. Sabaratnam, Princi-
pal Emeritus, Jaffna Hindu Col-
lege delivered the first Memo.
rial Lecture at the first anni-
versary meeting of Professor
Kailasapathy Auditoriam of the
Jaffna University.-

‘ Prot: Kailasapathy was the
first Vice-Chsncellor of the
Jaffna University,

Jaffna Christian Union

Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity 18 - 25 January 1984

Theme: ‘“Peace on Earth, Good
will towards men "

Unitec_i worship service will
be held at Uduvil on Sunday the
22nd January at 4-00 p. m.

Pulpit Exchange Plan for the
morning of the same Sunday.

Church Visiting Preacher
Alaveddi Mr. Henry Selvarajah
Araly Mr. V. Canagasabai
Atchuvely Rev. Anandanayagam
Chankanai  Mr. G. N. Edward
Chavakachcheri Ven. S. D. Hor-
; . shingten

Earlalai South Mr. Suri Williams

Kankesanthurai Mr. W. N. S.

Samuel
Karainagar Mr. A. Jebanesan
Kilinochchi CSI Sr, Elizabeth
Baker
Manipay Rev. S. S, Karunairaj
Navaly Rev. S. P. Solomon
Nunavil Rev. V. J. Seevaratnam
Panderterruppu Mr. J. H. Chandra-
sekaram
Tellipalai Rew. J. Sarvananthan
Udupiddy Rev. G. Winslow
Uduvil Rev. Isaac Selvaratnam
Vaddukoddai Rev. H. R. S.

Jeyachandran
St. John’s Churdiculi Rev. T, S.
Premarajah
St. Mary’s Kopay Rev. S. P.
Jeyasingam
St. James’ Nallur Rev. A. C.
Mathanarajah
J/A Christ Church Rev. D. S.
Thiagarajah

Kokuvil Rev, M. Rajakulendran
Pallai Rev. S. Jeyanesan
Kilinochehi Karunai Nilayam
Rev. S. C. Arnold
Urumpirai Rev. A. Jeyakumaran
Puttur Rev. J. C. Mather
Achelu Rev. V. Tharmakulasingam
Vannarponnai Rev. Sam Thampoe
Kaddaively Rev. S. Manepavan
J/A St Peter’s Rev. D. R. Am-
balavanar
Pt. Pedro Rev. S. M. Suguna-
nanthan
Katkevalam Rev. A. V. Jesuthasan
Nelliadi Rev D. D, Ratnasingam

Revised Interim Report on
Ethnic ratios
A revised Interim Report on

ethnic proportion in the public
service and university has al-

ready been prepared by a
Committee appointed in 1982,
On University admissions

the break-up of total admissions
for 1981 is as follows :- Sinhala~
769% Tamil- 18-5% Moor 4:2%
and others- 0'4%

In the public service there
are 170,664 officials., The racial
composition is as follows :~ Sin-
hala- 82 6% Tamil- 12:3% Moors
and Malay- 4:8% and Burhers-
02%. These figures are based
on the 1980 census of the pub-
lic service.

The marriage of Jayarajan
Annappah son of Mr- and Mrs
W. G. Annappah of Manipay
and Evangeline Lewis daughter
of Mrs, M. G. Lewis of “ Than-
dikai Vasa” Manipay was so-
lemnised at the Uduvil Church
on Thursday 5-1-84 at 4-30 p, m.

Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan
officiated the nuptial cermony
was performed by Rev. A. jaya-
kumar, the brother of the bride-
groom. Rev. D. R. Ambala-
vanar preached the homily.

Both the bride and bried-
groom are members of the tuto-
rial staff of Jatfna College Vad-
dukoddai.

* * *

Suhirtharatnam — Sivaguru

The marriage of Ranjit son
of Mr. and Mrs. Suhiitharat-
nam Winslow of ‘Ratna Green'’
Uduvil, Chunnakam  and
Sharmini, daughter of the late
Mr R. D. Sivaguru and Mrs.
Sivaguru of Station Road, Cha-
vakachcheri was soleminised at
the JDCSI Church, Chavakach-
cheri at 10 a. m. on Saturday 7th
of January 1984.

Rev. A. C, Mathanarajah
officiated assisted by Rev. S. N,
Sugunananthan who also preach-
ed the homily.

# 3 #®

Mills — Balasingham

St. Peter’s Church, Jaffoa was
the venue of a wedding on Tues-
day (27-12- 83) when Selvajean
M;ilis \BO) son of Mrs. C. T, E.

Miils and of the late Mr. C.T. E.

Mills of Green Villa, Manipay led
to, the altar Mallika Balasingham
daughter of Mr. N. R. Balasingam,
formerly Chief Education Officer,
N. R. and Mrs. Balasingam of
Jaffna.

Rev. H. R. Jayachandran offi-

ciated. Rev. DR. Ambalavanar
preached the homely.
At the Home - Coming and

Reception at the Greea Hospital,
permises on 29-12-83 at 4-30 p. m.
Mr. Suri Williams of the Youth
for Christ Movement gave a mes=
sage to the couple.

* » *

Subirtharatnam — Selvaratnam

The marriage of Victor Jaya=
chandran Suhirthratnam son of
Mr. Winslow Suhirtharatnam and 4
Mrs. Suhirtaratnam of Uduvil and
Serina Jayaranee Selvaratnam,
daughter of Mrs. B. S. Selvaratnam
and of the late Mr. Hoole Selva-
ratnam was solemnised at Chava-
kachecheri Church on Wednesday
28-12-83 at 9-30 a, m,

Rev. A. C. Mathanaraj offici-
ated at the Service assisted by
Rev. S. N. Sugunaanthan. Sevak
{Rev.) Sam Alfred preched the
hemely:

Subscription

Inland: Rs. 50/- per year.

FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
Apply to :

:The Manager,
'Moﬁing Star’, Vaddukoddai.

- -—\f._.____\___
Weddings - FOR SALE
Annappah — Lewis

Crucianelly 32 pags;” Ked
Colour.' Italiyan make Piano
A.ccordxan in excellent condi-
tion,

Please contact :

Rev. T. S. Premarajahs
Parsonage,
Tellipallai.

e vl S T

Satistics of Displaced
Tamil Undergraduates

The following figures have
been supplied by the University
Grants Commission (CDN 7-1-84)

_ Colombe University ;- Medi-
cine — 172; Law — 75 X

Peradeniya University: Medi-
cine — 91; Science — 194; Arts-.
250; Engineering — 484; Agri-
culture — 200; Dental — 93;
Veterinary Science — 4.

Moratuwa University: Engi-
neering — 94; Architective — 36;
and National Diploma in Tech-
nology — 100.

According to the Secretary
of the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, the deadline of 9-1-84
for reporting applies to the
freshers only.

The total number of dis=
placed’ Tamil Undergraduates
is 1829. }
Displaced Govt. Servents

About 30 percent of 3,500
public officers and corporation
employees as well as 1,400 tea.
chers displaced in the July riots
have resumed work. Public
Administration Minister, ‘Mon-
tague Jayawickrame has repo-
rted to government.

About 10 percent of the
displaced persons who had re-
ported for work had left their -
workplaces because they were
unable to maintain themselves
owing to their houses (being
destroyed, landlord problems etc.

At Rest

Mr. Issac Ponnuthurai

We regret to record the
death  which occurred on
23-12-83 of Mr, Issac Ponna-
thurai of Navaly. The funeral
Service was held at his resi.
dence on Saturday, the 24th
of December, 1983 at 3 p. m.

Rev. D R. Ambalavanar
officiated at the Service, assist-
ed by Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred
and Rev. [ssac Selvaratnam, a
brother of the deceased and
Mr C. T. Roberts, JDCSI wor-
ker at Navaly.

The deceased was in the
Food Control Despartment at
Vavuniya and retired in 1981.

He leaves behind two sons
and one daughter Suriyakumar
of the Christa Seva Ashram,
Rajkumar, and Mrs. Nalini
Gnanamuttu.

His brother Sinnanan Yesu~

sahayam predeceased him in:
December 1370,
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The Rt. Rev. C. Lakshman Wickremasinghe

( The Tribute paid at the Memorial Service arranged by the

N. C. C- of Sri Lanka. at the
Colombo on
by

Colpeity Methodist Ch urch,
6-12-1983)

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar

Since the untimely and much
lamented death of Bishop Laksh-
man many eloquent, meving ,and
well deserved tributes have bet?n
paid both "at Services gnd in
the press. These tributes will con-
tinue to be paid as aspontaneo'us
thanksgiving to God for the !lfe
and work of = fine Christian
gentlman, a great servant of God,
a noble leader of the Church and
ecclesiastical statesman of the
highest quality. The Latin poet
Horace mourned the death of t.he
Roman General, Publius Quintilius
Varus in these well known words,
* Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit
by many a good man wept Quintilius
dies. Yes, by many a good man wWept
Bishop Lakshman has died. It is
one more of these inexplicable myste-
ries of Ged for which we should
not attempt any easy answer. Why
should God have removed him at
the height of his powers, at a time
when his Diocese, the Church in
this land, and the country itself
most needed him? 1 do not pro-
pose even to attempt at an answer,
We can at best remind ourself of
our Lord’s words ' What I am
doing you do mot know now but
afterword you will ~understand”
Jobn 13:7. We are here however,
gathered to give thanks to God
for Bishop Lakshman. We do this
as members of the Churches and
the Christian organisations asso-
ciated with the National Christian
Council. This is very appropriate,
for besides his own Diocese Iam
sure you will all agree that the
N. C .C.and its various activities
received his most attention and
concern. He was its Chairman on
more than one occasion.

an

Right here in this audience I
guess there are many who are
more qualified than 1 am, to pay
this tribute. There are members
of His Diocese of Kurunegalla who
knew him as their Father in God,
the Clergy who have worked with
him and shared his dreams, visions
and hopes for his Church. There
are those who studied with him
in School and at the University and
have been very close to him in the
many organisations and the various
causes to which he devoted hig
: time and energies. I cannot claimy
; to come under any one of thege
categories. 1 did know him frqoy,
1945 onwards as a member of
another Church and as a frigng
and colleague in the Natiopng]
Christian Council. We worled to-
: gether in the Church Union Nego.
& tiatipg Committee and shared the
- bopes for Unity and later the bitter
disappointment of our
enter into Union. It may there-
fore be appropriate for me also,
one who is in a sense an out-
sider and yet not an outsider, to pay
this tribute. I am grateful for this
opportunity,

failure to

I mentioned the year 1945 and
you will pardom me for this perso-
nal reminiscense. That was the
first time 1 met Lakshman, a bright
and promising undergraduate from
the University attending the Regi-
onal Conference of the Student
Christian Movement at the Ameri-

can College, Madurai, South India,
1 recollect some of the younger
leaders of that Conference who
made a lasting impression on our
lives; One of them became a
Bishop and a towering figure in the
ecumenical movement. Two of them
later rose to the position of Vice-
Chancellers of Universities in India
and one of them' now a member
of the Rajya Sabha in Delhi. Ano-
ther flowered out as an ecumenical
leader and became the Chairman
of the Central Committee of the

World Council of Churches. Yet
another became Principal of the
leading Theological College in

South Asia and another the foun-
der Director of a great Ecumenical
Christian Centre. I mention this to
remind us that the S. C. M. of
Bishop Lakshman’s student gene-
ration came under the influence of
these outstanding men, Lesslie
Newbigin, Malcolm Adiseshiah,
Chandran Devanesan, M. M. Tho-
mas, Russel Chandran and M. A.
Thomas, not forgetting the no less
illustrious leaders in our country
D. T. Niles, Lakdasa de Mel, Sabg.
pathy Kulandran and Celestine
Fernando. That Conference ga¢
Madurai in 1945 was a decisive
experience for ~many of us who
attended as students and I recollect
the cccasions many years later
when Bishop Lakshman and |
compared notes. Bishop Lakshman
like many a great Churchman of
this century, William Temple,
Visser't Hooft, Lesslie Newt;igin
and D. T, Niles was a product of
the S. C. M. I have known him
since that Conference at Madurai
and it was no surprise’at all to me
when I heard of his appoinment as
Bishop of Kurunegalle at the very
young age of 35. When I was
consecrated Bishop of my Diocese
in 1971 the Moderator of my Church
thought it most appropriate to call
on Bishop Laksbhman to conduct
my private Retreat before the
Consecration, rather than senq 5
Bishop from South India to dg j¢,
Bishop Lakshman gladly digq and
I remember the gracious rolg he
played at my Consecration geryice
joining hands with the (, g, 1
Bishops. One more persona] remi-l
niscence. It was in Sept,, 1968. 1
happened to be spending a few
weeks in the Middle East in Bahr-
ain, An English Bishop who was
also Bishop to the British Forces
Overseas, visited Bahrain at that
time. When I met him hijg subject
of conversation was the Lambeth
Conference which had met justa
few weeke earlier. The three
Bishops from Ceylon, he said stole
the show atthat Lambeth Assem-
bly, Metropolitan Lakdasa de Mel,
Harold de Soysa of Colombo and
Lakshman of Kurunegalle. I
vividly remember how he referred
to Lakshman as the youngest of
them obviously so bright and had
a point to make whenever he rose
to speak and he commanded atten-
tion,

When Bishop Lakshman was
consecrated, at the censecration
service, the Bishops who presented
him to the Metropolitan used the
words in the Ordinal saying '"We
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rresent unto you this godly and bring to bear his influence, The
well learned man,’ These words divine patience in a world that
were most appropriate even at his is restless, impatient and panie
Young age of 35 and today at his stricken, the divine comfort or
journey’s end we thank God for strength  in a world frightened
the life and work of "“a godly and with its sense of impotence and
well learned Bishop.’ Lakshman need, the divine hope in a world
was learned in more than one groping in the darkness of de
sense. He had a first class mind, pair. In a sense as [ look ‘;
took a brilliant degree in political Bishop Lakshm;n’s mini :0 al
science at the University, he had think it could well be ssu::med

followed some years of study at up as a sincere and serious effort
Oxford. He had a breadth of cul- to bring to bear this scri

(I E ptual
t;;r: ::Sd ]:nde gzt'ellza&tuatl)::tterests. sense of learning on our soclal,
5 arned in the sense nati i g
that the world refers to a person as eep sl L
“learned.” In the New testament A Bishop has to devote so
however, we have a different sense much his precious time to the
and fa different context in which chores of Diocesan administration
the word learning is used. Our thf" he could easily neglect his
Lord said " take my yoke upon you PFmary functiou as a teacher of
and learn of me, for my yoke is thé Church. It is my regret that
easy and my burden is light.” In Bishop Lakshman did not have
some Churches at an Ordination th"‘ °PP°l‘l_lll.Jity to do more of his
service when the Bishop places the S€r'0US Wwriting for which he had
stole on ‘the Ordinand’s neck he t0¢ Sifts and the qualifications.
repeats those words of Jesus, *‘ take However, whatever he wrote gives
my yoke upon you aand learn of U° enough to judge his theologi-
me.” Learning is to know Christ c.al concerns and strong convic-
and his benefits. It is the mature tions. 1 would like to dwell on
understanding a person comes to them for a few moments.
by taking the Yoke of Christ, accep-
ting the discipline of discipleship,
submitting to the Will of Christ.
QOur Lord said,
the Will shall know of the teach-
ing.” Learning therefore is know-
ing Christ himself. St. Paul am-

A renowned theologion of this
century once said, “the task of
theology is relate the truths of
"“'He who doeth God to the torments of the world”,
This is precisely what Bishop
Lakshman tried to do as a very
promising Asian theologian. He

plifies this further when he says was very sensitive and deeply
in Rom. 15:4, “Tor whatsoever aware of the torments 'of our.
things were written aftertime were time. He had a sharpened social
written for our learning that we conscience and felt it was his

through patience and comfort of duty to bring to bear the Chris.
the Scriptures might have hope.”” tian standards and values he che-
Paul here refers to the learning rished on our social, national and
that one receives by studying the international problems.  Signifi-
Scriptures, a learning that produees cantly emough his last communi-
patience, comfort and hope. The cation with me was when he
Scriptures were written aftertime, sent me the typed script of his
When Paul wrote these words, by last Diocesan Charge with a brief
““aforetime ” he refered to a period letter attached. That document
six to eight centuries before him, while it deals with the problems
For us the Scriptures 'written our nation faces, is in & sense
aforetime are documents written 2150 & last testament of his faith.
from about 2000 to 3000 years ago, Theologians refer to this aspect
Can the study of those Scriptures ©f & minister’s task, where there
be of any relevance forour timep 1S @0 attempt to relate the truths
The learned people of our Univer- of! God* toghe tormisnis HEAHS
sities and Academies, the wise men World ‘“ the prophetic ministry of
of this world claim that to under. the Church”. The Creed when

stand man and his world we ought it refers to the Holy Spirit as he

to use the Scientific method. There “who spake by the. prophe.ts"-
are the political sciences, the social does not fxlean Shag S was.)u§t
an event in the past, but it is

sciences,  behaviourist sciences,
psychology, anthropology, genetics
and a whole range of other studies
which help us to understand ‘man
and his situation today. Bishop
T.akshman was an expert in some
of these. He was learned in this
sense as well. But we must ask,
what does this learning give us
in the end? Our brilliant analysis
of national and international affairs,
of our secial and political strifes
and conflicts, our depth psychology
and mass psychology, can these

an affirmation that the Spirit who
still continues to speak by the
prophets is identical with the Spi-
rit who spake by the prophets
of old. The prophets had a mes-
sage from God and therefore pre-
faced their messages with the
words, ' thus saith the Lord".
They listened to God's word be-
fore they spoke. They listened
also to man's cries and woes.
They saw man’s predicament, they
understood the problems of justice

i cial order, they were

give us patience, comfort and hope? b the 0 Fan Y e
The more we look at ourselves alive to the political, sacial an
B economic questions of their day.

and the world around us through
man’s eyes and man’s understan-
dings, does it net result in panic
and impatience rather than pati-
ence, anixety and fear rather than
ecomfort, despair and gloom rather
than hope? Bishop Lakshman was a
learned man in the sense that Paul
used the word learning. A way of
seeing the world from a transcen-
dent dimension, from a scriptural
points of view, learning to see
things as God sees them . It is with
this kind of learning that a minis-
ter of God is called upom fo

They were sensitive to the plight
of the oppressed, the poor, the
strangers and the social outcasts.
Into their situation they declared
God’s word which came as a
two-edged sword. On the one
hand a message of judgement and
condemnation to those responsible
for injustice and crimes against
society and on the other a mes-
sage of comfort and hope to the
oppressed and the victims of im:
justice.

( Continued on page 4)
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The Rt. Rev. more role for which we sha ;{e and radical to do justice Ao
C. Lakshman Wickremasinghe member Bishop Lakshman. He  oamics of the S lmesf_
1 a peacemaker in our midst: 3 i e
Yet another aspect of the trifes it is usual for Chll'll'.Ch Gl 00 R .
Sk thl't A Ry abouF Lokt l: the tradition and conservatively
phets seldom indulged in gengrav tion and demounee violence an YRk the prderessispr kel o
lities or superficial moralisation. speak about the maimem.mce' of F e
They were specific and speke to eder, without going into
4 5 law and ¥ ' A 4
& st gaituatior. e femem the roots of the problem. Our In times of rapid social

ber how Nathan the prophet dealt
with Kipg David after, his shame-
ful dealings with Bathsheeba. He
told David a parable of the rich
man and his flock and his poor
neighbour who had only one owe
lamb. Nathan said to David
“ Thou art the man’. We re-
member how Elijah the prophet
dealt with King Ahab after the
shameful manner in which he
acquired Naboth’s vineyard. Eli-
jah told him ' You have sold
yourself to do what is evil in the
sight of the Lord”. For a man
to stand up to Kings requires
prophetic  courage, strength  of
character and firm convictions.
When I think of Bishop Laksh-
man I think of him as a modern
prophet who spoke with courage
and conviction. Ged's word to
the very specific problems that
afflicted our country. A propbet’s
task it has been well said is ““to
comfort the afflicted and to afflict
the comfortable!” It is easy for

one to feel strongly about the
problems that affect ome’s ' own
people. ‘Tamil leaders will na-

turally speak up for their own
people. Leaders of the working
class will naturally speak up for
the rights of the working elasses.
It requires a truly prophetic qua-
lity for a Sinhalese Churchman
‘to speak up for the rights of the
Tamils or for a member of the
upper classes in this country to
speak up for the rights of: the
working classes. Semeone has
said that there are times when
to be inoffemsive is to be offen.
sive to God. One must spsak
out even if it hurts one’s own
classe or people. This is precise-
ly what Bishop Lakshman. did
and I am sure he will best be
remembered for his prophetic wit-
ness. 1 remember many a con-
versation with him when he
shared his concerns for the plight
of the Estate workers, the prob-
lems affecting the ethnic minori-

_ties in this country, his passion
for human rights both here in
this couutry and abroad, his

anxiety about the problems caused
by tourism and the general trend
towards an unrestricted consumer-
ism. He not only spoke out
boldly but also took appropriate
action wherever and whenever he
could, The Philosopher Henri
Bergson advised us, ‘' think like
a man of action and act like a
man of thought ”. I believe Bishop
Lakshman followed this principle.
His prophetic ministry was algo
a practical ministry. He laboured
hard for reconciliation and peace.
I remember the many occasions
he came to Jaffoa right in the
midst of our times of ethnic con-
flicts in the country. He would
meet not only Christian groups
and Christian leaders but also
Hindu groups and the politicians.
They were all convinced he wag
genuine and sincere in finding a
peaceful and just solution to our
problems,

Our Lord said
the peacemakers”,

" Blessed are
That is one

Lord when he said ‘‘blessed are
the peacemakers” also said in the
' blessed are those
who humger and thirst after
righteousness . No man has the
right to set himself up as a peace-

same breath

maker unless he is also one
who hungers and thirsts after
righteousness, unless he passion-

ately longs for justice and equa-
lity for all people. People be-
lieved Bishop Lakshman was ge-
nuine as a peacemaker because it
was also patent to them that he
was one who hungered and thirst-
ed after righteousness.

I would like again to recol-

lect an event in which Bishop
Lakshman played a part. It was
at the Anglican Consultation in

London, Ontario, Canada in 1979,
where representatives of all the
Auglican Provinces and the Unit-
ed Churces in communion with
the Church of England were pre-
sent. About the closing stages
the reports of the various Com-
missions were presented at a ple-
nary session. The Report of the
Commission of which Bishop
Lakshman was also a member
was presented. Obviously he had
a hand in drafting the report
but it was presented by another
member. The report was not to
the liking of many of the west-
ern Church men and it came
under a barrage of criticisms
There was too much of the jar-
gon of South American liberation
theology and there was far too
much of the third world’s prob-
lems and concerns colouring the
report. After the criticisms I re-
member how Bishop Lakshman
rose to speak. He spoke for
about 7 to 8 minutes and the
whole Assembly listened in res-
pectful silence. He pleaded that
if the Churches had a message
for the world it should be a
message relevant to the problemg
of .the world. Our theologising
he argued must be from a living
context and any seund theology
has to be contextual theology.
He went on to say that after
all, much of the biblical writers
were also contextual theologians.
The prophets spoke of God's
actions in the history of Israel
and the npations and not just
about abstract doctrines of God
or about the etérnal verities of
life. When he sat down there
was no further comment, the re-
port was accepted without an
alteration, At the brief breaj
after that plenary session I remem-
ber Archbishop Coggan saying to
a group of us referring to Bishop
Lakshman’s intervention ‘' that
was the best thing | have heard
at this Conference’”. 1 mention
this to show how Lakshman as
an Anglican Churchman while
weighed down with long cherished
theological and ecclesiastical tradi.
tions was also capable of learning
things afresh., He had the creative
mind and the intellectual honesty
to be willing to change. lnstead
of being & tradition-hound Anglican

change and intellectual uncertainty
people go back to their roots- to
discover new forms of certainty
and new applications for the old
faith., This is true radicalism,
going back to the roots. A
Christian radical ' is not one who
undermines the old faith but
rather reinforces it and discovers
new relevance for it. Bishop
Lakshman was a Christian. radi-
cal' in this sense. He was a
radical not in spite of his Angli-
canism but because of his es-
sential Anglicanism.

While remaining faithful te
this Anglican heritage in worship,
liturgy and theology, he also made

an effort tp produce authentic
indigenous forms of worship,
ritual and theological expressions

that the Church may be rooted
in its own native soil and also
draw from its national, religious
and literary heritage. 1 believe
in all this he has shown the way
for a genuine indigeneus Asian
Christianity.

We are all familiar with our
Lord’s parable of the prodigal
Son. The point of his parable
is to remind us that the answer
to the prodigal son is not the
duty conscious elder brother but
that other Son who at the age
of 12| in the Temple of Jerusalem
was prepared to break his mother’s
heart to serve the Father’s Will.
That mother today may be mother
Church or mother land or other
institutional forms whose hearts
we may have to break to serve
the Father's Will. Bishop Laksh-
man was willing to break out of
the confines of the Anglican
Church to enter into Unity with
other Churches in a broader and
wider ecumenical fellowship, in
obedience to the Father’'s Will
for the Church., He was willing
to go beyond the narrow confines
of Sinhalese nationalism to achieve
a richer and fuller national Unity
‘of all races, language and religious
groups in a fellowshlp of equality
and justice, again in obedience
to the Father's Will. We thank
God today for a leader of such
visien and courage.

At the beginning of
century William Temple was a
student at Oxford when his father
Frederick Temple was Archbishop
of Canterbury. When  William
Temple was elected President of
the Oxford Union and at the height
of his popularity in the Univer-
sity it was said of him, ‘‘he too
will one day become Archbishop
of Canterbury unless he decides
to become the Prime Minister of
England . Albert Schweitzer
when he had obtained three
coveted Doctorates in Philosophy,
Theology and Music would have
been offered the Chair in any one
of those subjects at the prestigous
Universities of Europe but he
went on to study to become a
medical missionary in  Africa,
When such gifted and talented
men offer themselves for the

this -

At Rest

Mrs. Kanagamany Hensman

We regret to record the
death which occurred at the
General Hospital, Jaffna on
2-1.84 of Rosctte Kanagamany
Hensman, wife of Mr. J. Kiru-
pairajah Hensman of Uduvil.

Mrs. Hensman was active-
ly associated with the Women's
Auzxiliary of the Uduvil Church
and devoted much of her time
to Church activities.

The Funeral Service, held
at her home at Uduvil was
conducted by Rev. S. N. Sugu-
nananthan assisted by Rev.
D. C. Ratnasingam. Mr. V.
Gunaratnam paid the tribute.

The remains were interred
at the South Erlalai Church
burial grounds.

Her only sister Violet Ne-
samany Thurairajah predeceased
her a few years ago.

service of the Church, the world
often says ‘'What a waste”.
Those are the exact words one
of the disciples used when a
woman poured out an alabaster
cruse of ointment at the Master’s
feet, ‘' What a waste”. Paul
Tillich once preached on that
event and spoke about “ Holy
waste”. The precious ointment
Mary poured out was to symbolise
her total self-giving, the pouring
out of the whole self, which alone
can be our response to what
God has done for us in Christ.
Saul of Tarsus was called upon
to make this Holy waste. He
was proud of his father who was
granted Roman citizenship by the
Emperor. He was proud of his
culture and learning at Tarsus
and at the feet of Gamaliel. He
was proud of the fact he belonged
to the tribe of DBenjamin, a
Hebrew of the Hebrews and of
the sect of the

Pharisees, “‘ac-
cording to the law blameless .
But he said he counted it all

loss for the sake of Christ.

We thank God today for the
life and ministry of a man who
could have been justly proud
about many things. About his
father, about his family, about
his Universities, and his brilliant
achievements. When he decided
to count it all loss for the sake
of Christ, many might have said
"“'What a waste ”’; but for Laksh-
man it was Holy waste. The
Church has through the gener=
ations been blessed by the services
of such men, who were willing
to make - this " Holy waste”.
There would be something dis-
honest about this thanksgiving
service if the life of the one for
whom we give thanks does not
challege us as parents, to be
willing to give the best of our
sons and daughters for the service
of God’s Church, if it does not
challenge the highly gifted young
people here to offer themselves
for the ministry of the Church
counting everything clse as loss
for Christ’s sake. As we thank
God for the life of this godly
and well learned man may wa
pray that we too may offer our-
selves up in total commitment to

God's service and to the mini
nistry
of His Church,
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Human Rights .Day Seminar in Jaffna (10-12-83)

Address of the Chairman Mr. K. Nesiah

We have met today to ob-
serve the 35th Anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights by the UN and
at the same time to remember
one, who perhaps more than
any other in Sri Lanka was
dedicated to that noble cause.
Especially after he was elect
ed to the see of Kurunagala,
his presence began to be felt
all over the island. The peo-
ple saw that here was a saint-
ly cleric and scholar, who was
also a prophets with deep con-
cern for human rights. Even
while he strode the continents
to attend Church Assembligs
now in Amsterdam, now in
Barbados, now in the United
Kingdom, he never forgot that
Sri Lanka had not fully woven
into the new era. He was
deeply concerned with the man-
ner in which the Leftist-backed
uprising of 1971 was dealt with,
He was concerned with the in-
creasing discrimination against
the Tamils in Sri Lanka, ever
since the Sinhala Only Act
was passed in 1956. Perhaps,
his deepest sympathics were
with the downtrodden Tamil
plantation workers For some
years now he was the Chair-
man of the Civil Rights Move-
ment of Sri Lanka.

The July holocaust moved
Bishop Lakshman to his depths.
He wrote to me in a letter
from UK, dated Ist August,
1953:

My prayers and agony for
you and yours, and our is-
land torn asunder by hat-
red, carnage and violence.
I know that you also grieve
" and yet look beyond to lin-
ing behind the clouds for
the resources of God to act
within our lives, and for
sanity out of travails.

We. may now regard his
Diocesan Council Address of
September as his Last Will and"
Testament. In it he has called

Christmas Programme at the
“House of Hope”

On the 21st of December
a Christmas programme was
held at the home for hadicapped
children, the the ‘House of
Hope’ at Inuvil- The children
were only forty in number, the
visitors few, the performances
by the children never scaling
the heights of professionalism
that other instituitions have, but
nevertheless the whole event
was bathed in a glow of warmth
happiness and fellowship that
is lacking in so many other
Christmas programmes. Indeed
as an advertisement for peace
and good will and Emmanue] —
this surpassed all others,

At the commencement of
the function the manager of the
Home — Rev. A. Jayakumarn,
welcomed the few visitors among
whom were the Bishop and Dr.
(Mrs ) Ambalavanar, Doctors
Kiruba and Ranjana Arnold and
Rev. & Mrs. Sugunananthan.
Lhis ‘was followed by a perfor-
mance by the children. They

for renewed dialogue between
the Sinhala and Tamil leader-
ship — to seek ‘‘a genuine shar-
ing of power between the
majority and the minorities -
He has asked for an indep.en-
dent Commission of Inquiry,
whose probe must include the
role of the mass media and of

the educational system in re-—
lation to communal attitudes
and conflicts,

Turning to the Human
Rights Declaration, [ would
call on the Tamils to reflect

on Mahatma Gandhi’s statement
that Swarajeam can never be a
gift by one people to another.
It was to be earned the hard
way — by building our strength
from within. In other words,
I would call attention to Arti-
cle 29, which stresses “com-
munity ”.

What can our schools do
in this regard? I may give
five examples: (1) Since Rac-
ism is partly derived from
teaching History with a slant,
we must revise our history
books and our teaching of ra-
cial myths as history. If race
is a myth, cast is a fiction,
(2) The multi=ethnic class
room, organised so as to foster
the self-esteem of all groups,
can contribute to the evolution
of a harmonius society. () So
too the sarvodaya social order
can come into being if work-
oriented education is some edu-
cation for all and most edu-
cation for some. (4) *‘The in-
alienable right to read’ must
be developed by the school
library and a ‘system of libra-
ries’ in each District. Read-
ing must become a life long
habit. (5) We must restore
the Ceylon Cadet Battalion
system of training in all our
higher secondary schooling se
as to enable more Tamil re-
cruits to enter the army and
police force, at least to pro-
vide for well disciplined young
men,

acted out a short play which
conveyed the simple message
that if we trnly love Christ
we have to see Him in every-
one around us After this, all
forty children sang a few Chris-
tian lyrics Their joyfully raised
voices must have been heavenly
music to the smiling Friend of
little children,

Rev. Jayakumarn in his brief
report outlined the progress
made by the home and its plans
for the coming year. During
1983 a new kitchen block was
constructed, a Van obtained and
€quipment for an artificial limb
Workshop purchased Aljl these
were possible through the con~
tribution of the German Orga-
nisation KNH under whose
auspices this is the only home
for handicapped in Sri Lankc,
The ambitious plan for 1984 is
to inaugurate the artificial limp
Workshop which will not only
look after the needs of the home
children but also undertake
orders for handicapped persons,
Two young men are at present

completing training in India
for this purpose.

After the report the Christ-
mas gifts were distributed to the
children and staff by Dr. (Mrs.)
D J. Ampalavanar. Amongst
those reeeiving gifts was the
youngest member of the home,
the three month old infant who
is a recent addition and already
adopted by the other children
as a much loved baby brother!
Another apt reminder of the
Christmas story.

Following the serving of re-
freshments, Mrs. Thambiappa,
the Acting Warden, gave thp
Vote of Thanks and then this
most heart warming function
was brought to a close with the
prayer and Benediction being
offered by the Bishop.

One of the things that struck
visitors most was the happiness
of the children and their lack
of self consciousness in every-
thing they did. They are obvi-
ously well looked after, and the
Manager and the staff should be
commended for their good work.
This home is one of the brigh-
test jewels in the Diocese’s
possession and it is hoped that
it will continue to progress and
bring joy and hope to those and
many more handicapped chil-

dren.
= DiC A,

For the Record

The All Party Conferenc
(Jan 10 — 20)

The following is the full list
of the delegation :-

UNP:- Hon. Mr. R. Prema-
dasa, Prime Minister, Dr. M, C.
M. Kaleel, Mrs. R. M. Pulendran
The goverament is by represen-
ted by Hon. Lalith Athulathmu-
dali, M. P. Hon. K. W. Devana-
yagam M. P, Hon. M H. Ma-
hmud, M. P.

SLEP:. Dr. Ratnasiri Wick-
remanayake and Mr. K, B. Rat-
nayake.

LSSP:- Dr, Colvin R. de Sil.
va Mr. Bernard de Soysa and
Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan,

TULF:- Mr. A. Amirtha.
lingam, Mr. M. Sivasithampa-
ram, Mr. R. Sambanthan,

llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi:
Mr. Ganeshalingam, Mr. P. S.
Soosaithason, Mr, M, A, C,
Mahroof,

Col’nmunist Party:- Mr. K,
P. de Silva, Mr. Peter Keneuman
and Mr. Sarath Muttethugamu.

Democratic  Worker's Con.
gressi- Mr, A, Aziz, Mr. Jina-
dasa Jayasinghe, Mr. S, R, P.
Saverimuttu.

Ceylon Worker's Congress ;-
Hon. S. Thondaman M, P, Mr.
Perisundaram, Mr. M. S, Sella-
samy,

All Ceylon Tamil Congress :-
Mr. V. C. Motilal Nehru, Mr, T,
Mahendrarajah, Mr. G, G. Pon-
nampalam (Jur,)

Registsred as g Newspaper
Printed for the Jaffna D
muganatha Press,
and pablished by
Vaddukoddai,

Mr,

atthe G.P,Q,,

f iocese of the Church of
Kankesanthuraj Road,

Alfred Mathuranayagam |

Children’s Homes
Christmas Tree

The three Children’s Homes
in the Diocese, ' Arulmani’, Mani-

pay, Harriet Winslow Girl’s
Home, Pandateruppu and Levi
Spaulding Boys’ Home, Vaddu-

koddai had a common Christmas
Tree at the ‘Aralmani’, Manipay
on Friday 23rd December, 1983
at 3. p. The Function was
gracefully presided over by Mrs.
S. J. Somasundram, former Prin-
cipal of Uduvil Girls’ College,
The children from the various
Homes gave many items mostly
in the form of group singing.
Mrs. Somasundram  commended
the high standard of the children’s
performances. Dr. Mrs, D. J.
Ambalavanar distibuted the pre-
sents to all the children. The 190
children of these Homes received
their Prizes. Mr. S. Ratnavel,
Manager of the Homes proposed a
Vote of Thanks,

m,

Tenth Anniversary
Observed

The Tenth Anniversary of
the tragedy in Jaffna when nine
young men lost their life on
the climactic day of the Inter-
national Conference on Tamil
Research which met it at Veera-
singham Hall, Jaffna on the
10-1-74, was observed on the
10th of January 1984 at the site
of the tragedy where a public
meeting was held.

A small gathering stood
solemnly round the simple
memorial of nine pillars in
front of Veerasingham Hall.
Among the speakers on this
occasion were Mr. Rajah Visva-
nathan, former Mayor of Jatfna
Mr. S. Rajendran, former Chair-
men DDC, Jaffna, the Municipal
Commissioner of Jaffna Mr S.
V. K. Sivagnanam, Mr. S, Naga-
rajah, former Mayor, Mr. S.
Ponniah. Secretary of the Jaffna
Parents’ Association, Mr K
Nesiah, Professor Ementus Uni-
versity of Ceylon and Mr. M.
Aloysius,

The speakers with one voice
emphasised the fact thort the
Round Table Conference which
has commenced on 10-1-84 isa
great step forward in the solu-
tion of the tamil problem and
the Confrence calls for our
prayers individually and col-
lectively so that a happy con-
clusion shouid ensul.

Mr.

The MEP:.
Gunawardene

Dinesh

The organisations represen-
ted are the Supreme Council of
the Maha Sangha, the Sinhala
Association and the Council of
the Muslim. Organisation Chris-
tian Association will also be
invited.

The Secretary of the Con.
ference is Mr. Felix Dias Abey-
singhe.

~ Mr. Anura Bandaranayake
18 participating in the Confer-
ence as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition.
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Jaffna on Friday, = 13th January, 1984
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