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Silver Jubilaﬁans

Four priests of the di(_)'
cese ‘of Colombo observed their
silver jubilees of ordinqtion on
the 4th of January this year.
The Rev. Bala Arulpragasam
and Donald Kanagaratnam ce-
lebrated their 25th anniversary
of ordination to the priesthood
while the Rev. Godwin Weega-
sooriya and Lakshman Peries
celebrated the silver jubilee of
their ordination to the diaco-
nate

The Rt. Rev. Swithin Fer-
nando, Bishop of Colombo con-
celebrated the Holy Eucharist
with the jubilarians at 5 p.m.
on the same day at Christ
Church, Mutwal (Old Cathe-
dral) where they were ordain-
ed. There was a well attend-
ed congregation. The Sermon
was preached by the Rev. So-
masiri Perera the President of
the Methodist Church. Light
refreshments were served by
the Mothers’ Union of the Mut-
wal parish.

The priests who celebrated
their Jubilees were ordained by
the Rt Rev. Graham Campbell
on the 4th of January 1959.
The Rev Bala Arulpragasam
served in a number of parishes

in the: city UL Colombo; hill
country pastorates and was
also for some time chaplain at
St. john's College, Jaffna. He
served for a few years in Ma-
laysia too He is now the Vi-
car of St. Paul’s Church Mila-
giriya after serving as Vicar
of St. Andrews’ Church, Batti-
caloa.

The Rev. (Dr.) Donald Ka-
nagaratnam served as priest
in Colombo and Moratuwa.
He was on the Staff of the
Theological College, Pilimatala-
wa for 15 years and was its
Principal from 1979 —81. Du-
ring this period he belonged to
the diocese of Kurunegala and
helped in' the parishes in the
Kadugannawa district. Now he
is the Vicar of the Vanni Mis-
sion and also engaged in a
pioneering ministry at “Oppu-
ravillam ” in the multi-racial
and religious district of Vavu-
niya.

The Revs. Godwin Weera-
sooriya and Lakshman Peries
served faithfully in a number
of Parishes. The Rev. Godwin
Weerasooriya is now Vicar of
the NuwaraEliya Parish after
being Chaplain to the Bishop.
The Rev. Laksman Peries is Vi-
car of Holy Emmanual Church,
Moratuwa.

 Wesley welcomes
‘de Lanerolle

The announcement that Mr.
Kenneth M. de Lanerolle for-
mer acting Principal of Wesley
in 1950. has accepted the invit-
ation of the Methodist Church
tofill a similar role, has been
received with wide acclaim by
_ the staff, parents and Old Boys
of Wesley.

Mr. de Lanerolle is one of
Sri Lanka's leading education-
ists He 1s a Master of Arts,
an associate of the Institute of
Education, A fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, and holds
a Diploma in Education.

He began his career at Wes-
ley in 1935, under Rev. John
Dalby, teaching Latin, Art and
Geography inthe Senior Form.
as ateacher, he was par ex-
cellence.

Mr. de Lanerolle was a ver-
satile person. The Broadcasting
Corporation invited him to give
broadcast on history and geo-
graphy.

The S.C. M. elected him as
their Chairman.

In addition to his duties as
Vice-Principal, Mr de (.anerolle
functioned as Hony. Treasurer
of the Wesley College Old Boy's
Union when Sir Oliver Goone-
tilleke, the first Ceylonese Go-
vernor-General was its Presi-

dent.

The Editor of the Wesley
College  Centenary Souvenir.
Shelton Peiris erred to Mr.

de Lan_crullf: thus. “To count
Wesleyites that versatile vir-
tuoso Kenneth M, de Lanerolle

Shortage of Doctors

The health-department is
battling to fill eight senior medi:
cal  administrative posts for
which there have been no appli-
cants despite ten advertise=
ments.

Senior medical administra-
tors, like other public Servants,
are bound by a salary ceiling
of Rs. 5,200 per month, unless
exempted by cabinet,

*‘This is Rs, 440 a month less
than what we would get for the
ceiling,” one doctor explained,
*“The maximum basic salary is
Rs. 3,600. On top of this a Rs.
1,000 non-pensionable allowance,
Rs. 800 administrative allow-
ance and Rs. 240 COL is pay-
able. This adds up to Rs. 5,640
which is above the ceiling.”

The department anticipates
that if remedical action is not
taken quickly, many of the in-
cumbent medical administrators
will. retire at the first oppor*
tunity and switch to privat
practice. :

There are vacancies now
in the positions of superinten.
dent of . health service (SHS)
at Galle, Anuradhapura, Trin-
comalee, Matale, Ratnapura and
Nuwara Eliya together with two
vacancies at the Colombo head
office.

C.N.D. 16-1-84

will remain our
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artists this prodigious teacher,
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our friend,”
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A Service of Thanksgiving
for the life of

Mr. Lyman Samuel Kulathungam
will be held at

The Cathedral Church,

at 4.00 p. m
Alumni and friends are

Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai.

The Jaffna Qi{ri;t:}rn_rﬂpio;L
Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiving
for the Life and Work of the
Rt. Rev. Cyril Lakshman Wick-
remasinghe was held at St.
Peter’s Methodist Church, Jaff-
na at 4,30 p.m. on Monday,
12-12-83.

Mr. J G. Arasaratnam, the
President of the JCU, led the
Service. /

A Thevaram was sung by
Rev. Issac Selvaratnam. The
Bible Lessons were read by
Mr. W. N. S. Samuel, Principal
Hartley College. Pt, Pedro and
Mr. D, Nesiah, the Government
Agent.

The tribute was paid by
Dr. W. L. Jeyasingham and the
Litany of Thanksgiving was

led by Rev. H. R.S. Jeyachan-

dran, The Rt Rev. S. Kulan-
dran preached the Sermon.

A Special Anthem, ‘43
Pants the Heart’ Was sung by
the St. John’s Church Choir.

The Service concluded with
the Congregational Hymn — one
of Bishop Lakshman’s favou-
rites, *Dear Lord and Father
of all mankind ”.

Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiving
for the life and work of Mr.
S. R. Vairamutiu, retired Post
Master, was held at the Tellip-
palai Church on 14-1-84 at
4 p. m. Earlier in the day his
ashes which were brought from
Colombo by the members of
the family were interred at
the family burial grounds at
Tellippalai.

The Service in the Church
commenced at 4 p.m. with a
Thevaram sung by Mrs. V.
Ariarajah. The Lessons were
read by two grand children of
the disceased. The Litany was
offered by the Presbyter, the
Rev. T.S. Premarajah.

The tribute was paid by
Mr. L. Sellathurai,, a close
friend of the family and the
Sermon was preached by Rev,
S. N. Sugunananthan.

Mr. Vairamuttu belongs to
a family at Tellippalai which
had strong roots in the soil.
The parents of Mr. S, R. Vai-
ramuttu were ardent members
of the Church at Tellippalai
during the days of the Ameri-
can Ceylon Mission. Mr. Vaira=-
muttu ( Snr.) was a Treasurer of
the Church for many years.

Vaddukoddai

, on Friday 27th January, 1984,

invited to be present.

A. Kﬂdil’zamar,
Principal.

The Campus Fast and
After

The following facts "ahout
the incident are gleaned from
a nlegrs account in the CDN of -

- A massive search was on
in Jaffna yesterday for the nine
fasting undergraduates abduct-
ed by an armed gang who had.
declared they would force-feed
the studeats if necessary.”

Police said no ‘complaint
whatever had been made about
the students being forcibly
taken away from the Jaffpa
campus.

“We've been told that a
gang armed with sterling sub-
,machine guns and revolvers
arrived at the campus and re-
moved the fasting students,
But none of the students’ pa-
rents or anybody else has lodged
a complaint with us’, a police
source said,

Weddings

Jeyaratnam — Ratnasingham

The marriage of Daniel
Jeyakumar, son of Mrs. Jeya-
ratnam and the late Mr. Wes-
ley Jeyaratnam and Peacelyn
Swarnalojana, daughter of Mrs.
B. S. Ratnasingham and the
late Mr. Walter Ratnasingham
was solemnised at the Tellip-
palai Church on 16-1-84 at
930a. m.

Rev. T. S. Premarajah offi-
ciated and Rev Sam Thampoe,
an uncle of the bridegroom
performed the nuptial rites.
Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran of
the Methedist Church preached
the homily.

£ * »
Mather — Somanather

Roy Mather, thr eldest son
of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Mather
of ‘' Pushpa Mahal”, Manipay
led to the altar, at the Angli-
can Church, at Urumpirai,
on 30-12-83, Vano Somanaders
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N-
T. N. Somanader of Urumpirai

The Ven. Sam Horshington,
the Archdecon of Jaffoa offi-
ciated at the Ceremony and
Rev. M. Rajakulendran of the
CSI Church, preached the ho-
mity. The Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
balavanar, offered the final
prayer and pronounced the be-
nediction.

The bridegroom is the Re-
sident Agricultural Officer and
Insturctor at the JDCS[ Farm
and Agricultural Institute at
Yarany:
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EDITORIAL
The Jaffna Parents’ Plight
A happy family is an earlier heaven " runs an old adage-
Examined by the light of contemporary realities and exigen-
cies, a family in Jaffoa today is anything but happy.
The poignancy of the scenes at thg Jaffn_a Univer§ity (?am-
pus during the week, January 10 —16 is an instance in point.

It has thrown into sharp focus the prqb]em_s_ of the 1829
Tamil displaced undergraduates from the Universities of Qolom-
bo, Peradeniya and Moratuwa and also perhaps the Tamil me-
dical students (we do not know the number) from the Colom-
bo North Private Medical College at Ragama

Some of the parents have appealed to Indian Universities
to help them. But unfortunately not all parents (who hgve been
affected ) ‘have the means to send their children to India.

The unquenchable flame of resolution with which nine un-
dergraduates undertook a fast unto death_ on.behalf of those
caught up in the vortex of an ugly situation, is  undoubtedly a
demonstration of the capacity of the youth of the North for
united action and disciplined sacrifice to achieve a goal, by
non-violent methods.

But, to the distraught parents and an anxious. public in
jaffna, fresh from the trauma of a gruesome ethmc_ gale, a
further drain on the “red sweet wine” of youth, this time self-
imposed, seemed outrageous.

In this context, though mystery surrounds the end of the
non-violent campaign, it is a mystery which, without doubt,
lifted the shadows from a dismal scene in the North.

We are happy that amidst this dismal scene, the Jaffna
Citizens Committee bas played a vital role in helping the stu-
dent body of the Jaffna University to get a hearing from the
President of the Republic who is also the Minister for Higher
Education .

We hope it will not be difficult for the government to see
that the request of the displaced Tamil undergraduates, stems
not from political considerations but from traumatic individual
experiences which cannot be eliminated altogether by stern offi-
cial directives against miscreants or the establishment of strong
police posts.

The Sunday Times of 8-1-84 has the news item of a stu-
dent leader on court bail flouting the “out of bounds” rule of
a University in the South and entering the premises ocbviously
with malicious intentions.

The same news item also states of violent student protests
mounted against the University authorities for official action
against miscreants.

Of the Jaffna parent and his traditional parental outlook it
could well be said, with W. B. Yeats (in his Prayer for my
daughter ), that the Jaffna parents’ devout wish is:

@, may she live like some green laurel
Rooted in one dear perpetual place.”
To the extent the problem of University education of the

Tamil youth is solved in this country, to that extent only will
the ethnic problem be solved.

real cost of providing tertiary
education for foreign students,
and since the fees are collected
by the Department of Immigra-
tion the money does not flow
through to the educational ins-
titutions involved

The committee of review
announced last month that it

Overseas students
to pay more

Overseas students in Aus-
tralia are likely to face another
round of feesincreases this year.

In a submission to a Mini-
sterial Committee of Review
into  Australian government

THE MORNING STAR

policy on private overseas stu-
dents the Australian vice-Chan-
cellors’ Committee has called
for areview of fees to * [ake
into account the socio-economic
background of the overseas
student population and its source
of financial support”

This year, students enrolling
from overseas in Australian ins-
titutions pay visa fees ranging
from about Rs 40000 a year
for most undergraduate degrees
and to about Rs- 50 000 for me-
dical, dentistry and veterinary
science degrees. ' Post-graduate
students will have to pay aboug
Rs 60,000.

These charges are estimated
to be about one-third of the

had commissioned the institute
of Applied Economics and so-
cial Research at Melbourne
University to produce a paper
on the economic impact of over-
seas students.

The study will take account
public sector costs and other
factors, such ‘as the ' value of
overseas students spending, to
foreign exchange earnings and
to the demand for Australian
goods and services,

The Vice-Chancellors of
Australia’s 19 univerities have
called for a limit to the num-
ber of overseas students en-
rolled in the country’s insti.
tutions,

There are about 24,000 over.
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Santa comes to
Shalom Nagar

Nearly a year has elapased
sinice the place now known
as Shalom Nagar was but
another dense forest area in
the vicinity of Kilinochchl,‘ a
region that was covered with
thick foliage, " a land that
was familiar with the heavy
tread of elephant heards and
the beauty of wild pea-
cocks and a land in which
those strange biped creatures
called ‘ homo sapiens’ were not
very common, While elephants
still on occasions visit and pea-*
cocks continue to flourish, the
landscape has undergone con~
siderable change with the arri-
val of the C'S.I Dairy Deve-
lopment Project. Mango and
coconut trees, special fodder
grasses.
Jaffna fence sticks now provide
the greenery. Lowing cattle
housed in a handsome shed,
impressive office and residential
abodes, a tall water tank and a
fair number of scurrying men
and women have irrevocably
transformed the placid scene
into one of bustling and pur-
poseful activity. Unused land
is now being harnessed for the
good of society.

Shalom Nagar then, is one
of the outposts of our Diocese
and a fairly young one at that.
Came the Christmas season,
however. and it was no different
from other institutions. It cele-
brated Christmas —but in its
own unique style. The 23rd
of December was the day on
which a full day programme
was held in the farm to cele-
brate the occasion.

In the morning was the per.
formance by the Day Care
Centre children. Ina series of
dances, action songs and drama
they proved that enthusiam
channelled properly can produce
gratifying results even from such
little ‘uns’, Even the young
teachers, who had trained the
children so well got into the
spirit of the occasion and per-
formed a dance. Much to the
disappointment of the many
parents and others present, Mrs.
Martha Knoll, the Supervisor
of the Day Care Centre, did not
perform | |

The afternoon belonged to
the farm employees and their
families. Jayanthan Seevarat-
nam, the Project Officer,excepet
for contributing  suggestions
allowed the workers to orga-
nise and conduct the whole
programme — and how well they
dlq it. The programme began
with a prayer by Rev. S. Jaya
nesan, the Manager of the farm.
The welcome address by a

seas ‘students in Australia; of
vyhom 8500 are at the universij-
ties and 2000 in colleges of 4d-
vanced education. Nearly 6000
§tudents are enrolled in the
final two years of high schools
preparing for tertiary entry,
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Worker was next and was
folllowed by a rendition of a
song about the farm It had
been composed by another of
the Workers — Mr. Ponraj. The
truth of Thomas Gray's verse
regarding ¢ flowers that blush
unseen”” was brought home hv
the revelation of this talent.

The most popular items
were the outdoor games in
which all participated. Races

and baloon blowing for the kids,
bun eating, book balancing
races and tug of war for the
adults. An interesting sight was
the men’s tuf of war with the
Officers being pitted against
the labourers. It was an un-
equal contest. The heavy weigh-
ts (literally!) won!

Following this everyone re-
turned to the Chapel where we
witnessed a drama based on the
parable of the prodigal son. This
was again, a product of Mr:
Ponraj’s labours To put every-
one into a merry mood was
Mahilrajan with a well done
comedy turn. Refereshments
were served during the tea
break that followed. What was
notable about them (other than
their high quality) was that
they were all made and contri-
buted by the workers them-
selves

The prize distribution was
graced by the presence of ERev.
& Mrs. Knoll ( Nathan's parents )
who were in Sri Lanka for a
short visit. After Rev. Knoll
addressed the gathering, Mrs.
Knoll (Sr.), distributed the prizes
to the winners of the various
competitions.

The roar of a motor cycle
heralded the arrival of the
much awaited Santa Claus with
his rice bag full of goodies. He
breezed in with the traditional
‘“Ho Ho” to the great joy of
those there and distributed the
gifts to all the farm employees.
The function closed with the
Benedication being pronounced
by Rev. S.Jayanesan.

“At Christmas, play and make
good cheer,
For Christmas comes
once a year-”
Sound advice and one that
was taken to heart on that joy
filed day at Sialom Nagar.

but

— . G, A,

First Bishop of the
East Kerala Diocese

The East Kerala Diocese was
demarcated as the 21st Diocese
of the Church of South India in
1983, The Synod after going
through the dus process of election
by the Diocesan Council has now
appointed the Rev. K. Michael
John as the first Bishop of the
Diocese. He was consecrated at
Christ Cathedral at Melkavu Kera-
la at 1l a.m. on Tharsday, 5th
Jaouary, 1984, Tho Moderator
the Most Rev. I. Yesuthason pre-
sided over the Consecration Ser-
vice.,

0OB.[59/300/26/82
Church of South India

at Sri San-
Jaffna on Friday,

20th January, 1984
ffaa College Flats,
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