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Entry curb on doctors:v

The number of docters from
the Commonwealth — mainly from
India snd Sri Lanka — permitted
to work in Britain is to be dras-
tically reduced. \

Restrictions on their entry fc
Britain are to be introduced in
parliament by Mr. Norman Fow-
ler, the Health and Social Service
Secretary, according to & goverm-
ment release.

The curbs will also affect doc-
tors planning to come to Britain
for postgraduate studies. Unlike
past times when doctors arrived
here and then found posts in Bri-
tish hospitals te study for higher
qualifications, the new legislation
will require them to get spesific
jobs in advance, before being per-
mitted to enter Britain.

The reason for the new res-
triction is an amazing unemploy-
ment rate among newly qualified
British doctors. According to gov-
ernment figures just over 3,000
doctors are without jobs and on
the dole.

There are over 21,000 over-
seas doctors now working in Bri-
tain out of a total of 70,000 doe-
tors in the National Health Ser-
vice.

Maduru Oya spills

The Maduru Oya reservoir,
which was commissioned by Pre-
sident J. R. Jayewardene on July
2, 1983, has started spiliing with
the heavy rains in the Eastern
province and as a result this large
reservoir has been filled & year
ahead of schedule. The reser-
voir stretches for some 15 miles
and now holds 555 million cubic
metres of water.

Construction work om the
project was started in 1980 and
the dam was completed last year,
The project was financed by a
soft loan from the Canadian Gov-
ernment.

Thomian pool Renovated

The swimming pool of S, Tho-

mas’ College. Mt. Lavinia

reno-
vated by the old boys of the
school was opened on 11.2-84
(Old Boys Day) by the chief

guest, Mr. Donald Gunasekera,
managing director of Elasto Ltd,

The. pool which has been a
landmark in sporting activities of
the school for nearly half a een-
tary, was gifted by the late R, L.
Hayman, Headmaster of S. T. (4
Gurutalawa and Sub-Warden
S. T. C, Mt. Lavinia (1930 - 55.).

The pool was dedicated to the
memory of Dr.R. L. Hayman by
the Warden, Mr. Nevile de Alwis.

Swimming and Diving events
and a water polo match between
the present boys and the old boys
were organised to mark the occa-
sion.

Jaffna Hindu College

My, P. S. Cumaraswamy,
Principal of Jaffna Hindu College
was given a touching farewell by
the Staff and students on Mon-
day (13-2-84). Mr. Cumaraswa-
my who did not avail himself of
extension of service after 55, has
been in the Education service in
Sri Lanka for many years as
Teacher, Inspector of Schools,
Education Officer and in the last
lap of his service as the Priunci-
pal of the leading Hindu Insti-
tuition in the North — Jaffna Hin-
du.

Since 1975 when he assumed
duties as Principal of Jaffna Hin-
du College, he has put his heart
and soul into the instituition and
developed it into ene of the lead-
ing colleges in the country.

The large
vanced Level
Hindu who took Mr. Cumara-
swamy to his home in Uduvil
East in a long procession on
13-2-83 attested to the love and
esteem which the student body
had for their Principal.

number of Ad-

At Rest
Mr. N, Chinnaiyah

The death occurred on 26th
January 1984, of Mr. Nadarajah
Chinnaiyah, Attorney-at-Law and
J.P.U.M. The second son of
the late Mr. M. Chinnaiyah who
retired as a District Judge in
1935, he was one of the most
senior lawyers of the Batticaloa
Bar, his practice having extended
over a period of nearly forty
years.

As a lawyer Mr. Chinnaiyah
acquired a reputation for his legal
acumen, integrity and a firm
adherence to principles. In the
midst of his professional activities
bhe found time for church and
social work in which he was
actively engaged. Among the po-
sitions he held, was that of Cir-
cuit Steward of the Batticaloa
Methodist Church., Another sphere
of his religious activity was the
Gideons’ group in which he was
a keen participant. He was also
a charter member of the Batti-
caloa Liens’ Club to which he
made a valuable contribution,

The funeral service at his
residence and at the cemetery was
conducted by Rev. T, Jeyaseelan.
Tributes were paid to him by
Mr. S. S. Ariaratnam, Attorney-at-
Law and by Dr, V. Panchadcha-
ram on behalf of the Batticaloa
Liens’ Club.

Mr, Chinnaiyah leaves behind
his wife, Retnam ( Retired Prin-
cipal, Vincent Girls’ School), four
children and grandson.

The family’s links with the
legal profession are still being
continued, his son-in-law, Mr. T. K.
Thilakan being in the Judicial
Service and new serving as Dis-

students of Jaffna -

Agﬂeginfio_ri

Mr. V. William

Mr. Velupillai William known
as William Master of Atchu-
vely passed away recently on
14th January 1984 at the age
of 86. The funeral service at
his residence was conducted by
Rev. Jeyasingam, Rev. Yesutha-
son and Reyv. Karunairaj on
Monday the 16th of January
and his remains was interred
at the parish cemetry.

He was the youngest son
of the late Rev. and Mrs. C. D.
Velupillai of Atchuvely. Rev.
C. D. Velupillai was an out-
standing pastor of the Ameri-
can Ceylon. Mission and was
noted for his learning and

writing skill. He wsaote * The
History of the Am% Ceylon
Mission which is the only

reference book for the first
hundred years of the work of

the early American Mission in
Jaffna.

William studied at Jaffna
College and at St. John’s Col-
lege. He was more interested
in Sports and Athletics rather
than in books. He was a
member of the Cricket and
foot-ball teams of these Colle-
ges. Cricket was his ‘forte’
and he was an outstanding pla-
yer. In fact in 1916 he won the
best bowlers prize amongst the
school teams in Jaffna.

He started teaching at Me-
morial School Manipay and
continued at Tellipallai, Kan-
kesanthurai and finally at At-
chuvely Christian College and
retired in 1957. He was a very
popular school master and a
strict disciplinarian,

In his retirement, he led
an active life as a social wor-
ker. He was a great persona-
lity with deep Christian ideals
and lived a life of faith and
prayer. He served on the At-
chuvely Church committee for
several years and was respon-
sible for many improvements
in the Atchuvely Church. He
was noted for his magnanimity
and charity and helped the
needy at all times, Truly his
life was that of a righteous
man | whose light shone brightly
amongst the dark corners, May
the Lord Graut him eternal rest
and perpetual Joy.

trict Judge of Kuliyapitiya while
his second son, Chandrakumar. is
also. an Attorney-at-Law.

He is survived by an only
brother, Mr. Bertram Chingiyah
who is a Retired Prineipal.

[ Contributed |

IN MEMORIAM

In treasured Memory of
our dear Iyah

D. S. Sanders

Called to rest;
February 27th, 1980

Four years have passed without
a word,

In memory we will always live our
favourite ts once agai

(4

Fondly remembered
by your loved onmes.
* Guru Vasa”
Nallur, Jaffna.

GA for Kilinochchi

Mr. N. Jeganathan of the Sri
Lanka Administrative Service has
assumed duties as the Govern-
ment Agent of the newly created
Administrative District of Kili-
nochchi.

He functioned as the Govern-
ment Agent and District Secretary
of the Districts of Mannar amd
Kurunegala durisg the past nine
years.

He is an Honours graduate
in Agriculture and has done his
post graduate work in compre-
hensive regional development plan-
ning.

Weddings

Ponniah — Jeyarajasingham

The marriage was solemnized
between Ponniah Sathiathayalan,
son of Mr. Jacob Thambu Ponniah
of Pungudutiva and Miss Christo-
bel Shanthi daughter of Mr. & Mrs-
R. Jeyarajasingam of Pt. Pedro at
the Pt. Pedro Methodist Church on
Saturday the 28th of January, 1984
at 3-30 p. m. The Rev. S. S. Karu-
paraj officiated at the ceremony.
He was assisted by the Revds.
Sathian Kadirgamar and E. D.
Rasaratnam. The Rt. Rev. D. J.

Ambalavanar offered the closing
prayers and the benediction.
#* » ®

Ponnudurai — Thambyrajah

The Cathedral Church, Vaddu-
koddai was the venue of & pretty
wedding on Monday the 6th of
February at 4-00 p m. when Mr.
P. Reginald Navendranugoolan led
to the altar Miss Lily Rehini
Thambyrajah. The bridegroom
whe is the C.S.I. Worker in
charge of the Varany and Cheddi-
kulam Churches is the son of
Mr. & Mrs. D. ]J. Ponnudurai of
Varany. The bride is the daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. John Thambyrajah
of Vaddukoddai. The Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar officiated at
the csremony. He was assisted
by the Rev. J. M. Rajakulendran
and the Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan
who also preached the Homily,
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EDITORIAL
Flood Damage

fe in heaven. or else the world, too
1fe & )

them 1o send destruction.

* Julius Caesar” have a

' Either there is civil str

saucy with the gods, 111CENSES

i from Shakespeare's ( e
X The: erell::;ce to us in contemporary Sri L;x;l;id gk g
e haps, that the ‘civil strife’ was in dny
d:}f;;r)ence; i[::)er‘ ;gg'ven' put, on earth when man rose ag
1 no

man in beastly fury-

The ‘impatience of the heavens

;i i 0000 people homeless 5
;:nrc:;m}\%orﬁmgerzgrél and Eastern provinces, all of which had,
[0} )

i t more than the expected
it i d a rainfall 300 per cen i
i;i::faflepfz;tejanuary and February. [In jaffna, 40,000 have

their homes.| : ‘
lds in the North (48,000 1n
000 acres of paddy fie : e ‘

S\oll:veu:io};a District alone), 65.000 acres in Battlcalk(::xr.‘eragr‘;ili
(i in Amparai, all at point of harvest have been su e
QSIO?Selﬂoods The estimated cost of the damage to paddy har
v:’:t in the eountry is over 97 million rupees.

In the Vavuniya District, in additionkto the ;l:_rz:g; :oh::yi
lack gram
rvest, some 30,000 acres of b :
g:s:yr:\faged by the floods. The crop, we lleamt. w;:vse ;?tzr:l%ici
t palms too :
xport. 1500 acres of young coconu ¢ ;
i?;teer.p [ Vavuniya has registered a ram.tall of 774 mmf in gz?:g
ary and February this year.] The estlma.tegi cost of un
the flood havoc in the country 1s 78,000 million rupees.

i | areas in Jaffaa [rainfall
To the small holders in the rura \ffn;
325 mm in January and February] who pawn their Je_wellery to
m‘eet the current high cost of production  (kerosine costs
Rs. 7-05 cts. a litre), the surging floods that have destrgyed
théir crops of onions, potatoes and beetroot have bee_n disas-
trous. There is now no way for them to redeem the jewellery
¢t of the money they had hoped i
:uho normally purchase their cish crop harvests 1n bulk at the
site itself.

The disaster becomes more poignant when we reflect that
our farms and fields generate local employment, A. large labour
force of men, women|and children depend for their sustenance
on the fortunes of the farmer.

has taken a heavy toll,
in nine districts of the

There is even today a ritual among village_rs in remote
areas in Jaffna to carry in procession an effigy thh.shouts and
jeers and burn it in a public place as a toke_:n sac;lﬁce to the
gods to appease them, when the rains fail during the due
season.

But when natural phenomena ‘‘ change from 'th_eir ordinance ”
the poor villagers who lead simple uncluttered lives can only
wring their hands in despair.

The Christian believes that he is not a mere p!aything‘ of
chance. There is a purpose in his life which God is working
out-

Bishop Lakshman. of revered memory, in his last ‘pastor.al
letter’ written under the heavy stress of events that had dis-

turbed him in July 1983 in Sri Lanka, quotes the well known
words of Dr, D, T. Niles :—

“Hope in God arises out of the rwins in our expectations.”

Felicitations !

Our contemporary, Eelanadu celebrated its Twentyfifth Anni-
versary on 10-2-84 with a 58-page colourful Supplement. The
picture on the cover is that of the celebrated Tamil Mystic
and Savant, Yoga Swami who gave the first message and bless-

11?)g5; to the paper when it started publication on February 11,

: If we were asked to publish a photograph in our paper,
illustrative of the popular appeal of Eelanadu, we would chose
to portray the scene on a morning at the Central Market area
in Jaffna town where at the steps of the long rows of shops,
scores Qf employees wait for their employer to arrive with the
keys.‘ Every one of the employees would be avidly reading the
morning’s Elanadu, oblivious of what is happening around.

y Finally, whlen the employer himself does arrive hurriedly with
his keys, unmistakably tucked in his armpit, is the morning’s
copy of Eelanadu which he reads as soon as he settles at his
desk after his morning’s devotion at his work

place,

As a people’s paper for the last quarter of a century, our
contemporary has ]lYCd up to its ideal of drawing the Tamil
peoptlle closer to their culture and traditions and sensitising them
Lo the problems that confront them in the struggle in Sri Lan-

ka to forge national unity in the midst of national diversity,

_clutching dishes.

to collect from. mudalalis .

Stories out of Vellore — 11

A new man, a new name
The young Hindu proudly
arched his first three fingers, and
scooping up a ball of curry and
rice, in the Indian fashion, pop-
ped it into his mouth. Millions
did it every day without a thought,
but there was something very
special about it when Krishna-
murthy did it. It was a moment
never to be forgotten, when Dr.
Paul ecame within hearing and
heard his patient’s exclamation.

Dr. Paul Brand, serving at the
Christian Medical Centre in Vel-
lore, South India, had not for-
gotten going to visit a leprosy
sanatorium. It was a less som-
bre place than he had expected.
The patients grew their own food,

wove their own bandages, and
gave each other injections. But
it was all done against great

difficulties — disfigured faces, blind
eyes, and stumps of fiogers and
toes.

It was their hands that the
doctor noticed most - hands folded
in the Indian manner of greeting,
hands outstretched in the West-
ern style of handshake, hands
Stiffy set, un-
able to flex fingers, they were
more like claws of birds or ani-

mals than human hands. He
couldn’t get the sight of them
out of his mind. Leprosy, he
knew, was being cured in India
by the new drugs, as in many
other parts of the world. He
knew  also that the disease was

now knewn to be less infectious
than was at one time feared. But
these awful hands, he said to
himself, why wasn’t somebody do-
ing something about them ?

And it was not long before
Dr. Paul Brand realized that this
was a challenge that he: must
himself accept. It was, of ceurse,
a mighty challenge — there were
at least ten to fifteen million suf-
ferers in the world, including
those he had seen. Not all were
as fortunate; not all had received
their measure of attemtion. But
they still looked a pitiful lot,
with those poor hands.

Soon he bsgan singling out
one whose hands could hardly be
made worse, on whom he could
experiment. And Krishnamurthy
was that one —and was willing.
In reply to the doctor’s question-
ing, he shrugged his shoulders, as
if to say, ‘D> what you will.
I might as well be dead as like
this.' And it was true —he had
ulcers on the soles of his feet,
and miserable, claw— like hands
utterly useless, What good was
his education, and the fact that
he could speak several languages ?
His good position gone, all he
could do new was sit and beg,

After many months of pre-
paration, of careful testing and
surgery, news got out that a lep-
rosy claw was being changed in-
to a hand again!
in every

And what was
way as miraculous, a
despondent beggar was becoming
A man again! His eyes now

were bright, mind alert to

hisg

International eye camp

An International Eye Camp
was set mp at the District Hos-
pital, Weligama on February 10
at 11 a. m. under the patronage
of Weligama MP, and Plantation
Industries Minister Major Montague
Jayewickreme,

A team of Pakistani eye
surgeons operated on a large aum-
ber of cataract patients.

The team was be led by
Dr. M, A. Rizvi, senior eye surgeon,
Spencer Eye Hospital, Karachis
and included Brigadier Dr. Nasim
Ahmed, Senior eyes urgeon of the
Military Hospital, Rawalpindi,

All the patients who were
operated on by this medical team
received free spectacles.

The five-day eye campded en
February 15.

Rs. 6 lakhs from US fer
~ flood relief

The United States Ambassador,
John H. Reed has approved a
grant of $ 25,000 (Rs. 625,000)
to the Sri Lanka Government for
emergency relief for flood victims
in the northern, eastern and north
central provinces.

The eash grant, accepted on
bebalf of the gevernment of Sri
Lanka by the Secretary, Ministry
of Finance and Planning, Mr,
W. H. Tilakaratne, will be used
to support government efforts to
provide food, housing, transporta-
and medical supplies.

what veach day offered, he was
even heard to laugh!

The foremost question puzzl-
ing Krishnamurthy was basic:
Why was the doctor prepared to
do all this for him? He was
without any special claim — even
his own family had turned him
out. The answer, of course, when
he discovered it, was that day-in,
day-out, the doctor served as
Master, one whom he called Jesus
Christ. In time, his amazed pa-
tient asked for further instruc-
tion —and baptism; he wanted to
become a Christian too. Auad like
many a one in New Testament
times —and since — knowing him-
self a new man, the youog Hin-
du asked for a mew mame, He
chose the name ‘Johm' — the one
beloved. And as such, faces life
today.

- To teach new skills to new
men, the New Life Centre has
been founded, to the glory of
Christ —just one more modern
centre, where ‘the action is’!

N. B. Dr: Paul Brand is at pre-
sent working in Caville, Lovi-
siana U, S, A. He, with a few
others, is now trying to deve-
lope a vaccine for leprosy.

‘' Navajeevanilayam " or New
Life Centre is a rehabilitation’
centre for cured leprosy pa-

tients. It is sited adjoining the
Christian Medical College and
in this place these men and
women are taught to live and
work to swpport themselves.

— BD.IC, A
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