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Farewell to * Thinly Disguised - Racism "’

Mr. Devanesan Nesiah, G.A.

A Public Farewell was accord-
ed to Mr. Devanesan Nesiah, G.A.,
Jaffna on Thursday 22-3-84 at
430 p. m. at Jaffna Town Hall,
on the occasion of his transfer
to Colombo after three years of
service in Jaffna.

Mr. 8. V. K. Sivagnamam,
the Municipal Commissioner pre-
sided and read the Address which
was later presented to Mr, Nesiah.

Reference was made in the
Address to the cultural heritage of
which the G. A. was heir to, as
belonging to a family which had
made a rich contribution to Ta-
mil Language and Tamil culture.
Canon S. Somasundaram and C. W,
Thamotherampillai are household
words in Jaffna.

As the Government Agent, his
work in Jaffna bore the stamp of
efficiency and integrity and an
uncommon gift of discovering new
ways of meeting old problems.

The Address also made re-
ference to Mrs. Nesiah who through
the Red Cross Organisation play-
ed a significant role in the Re-
babilitaion Scheme in Jaffoa set
in motion after the riots.

Mr. V. Yogeswaran former
M. P. for Jaffna said that during
the short ume of three years as
G.A. Mr. Devanesan had con-
deared himself so much to the
Jaffoa people that while on his
arrival as G. A., people knew him
only as the son of Mr. K. Nesiah,
today Mr. K. Nesiah who lives
down Somasundaram Avenue is
known as the father of the G. A.
Upright and honest im his duties,
Mr. Devanesan stood uncomoro-
misingly for justice and where
in his opinion there was a slant,
he took courageous steps to set
matters right.

My. Alalasundaram former
M. P. for Kopay referred to him
as 'a shock-absorber’ whose ab-
gence from Jaffoa would be a
great loss to the people particu-
larly in the absence of the elect-
ed representatives.

S.

Mr. Nadarajah the for-
mer Chairman, Development Coun.
cil said that only two Govern.
Agents were accorded a
farewell in Jaffoa. One
was Mr. Lionel Fernando and the
other was Mr. Devanesan Nesiah.
Without fear or favour, both had
worked for the Jaffna people and
won their regard and esteem.

ment
public

My. D. Nesiah in his reply
said that Jaffna as a repository of
Tamil culture for over 2000 years
had a great charm all its own and
for him it was a great privilege to
serve here and be of use to the
people. He said that he counted
his three years here as among the
most happy and memorable years
of his public service. He learnt
much here and priced greatly the

says Anglican Bishop

The British Nationality Act
was '‘concocted to keep blacks out’
the Anglican Bishop of Birmingham
has said.

The Right Reverend Hugh
Montefiore told the Church of En-
gland’s General Synod — its parlia-
ment — he recognised
form of immigration
Decessary.

that some
control was

“ My objection is that our
immigration rules and practices are
racist in intention, often unfair im
execution, divisive of families
and niggardly in number — far
more emigrate than imigrate in:
this country ', he said.

The Syned meeting was de-
bating a motion, later approve.,
calling on the government to re-
form the act, which became law in
January 1983. and its related immai-
gration rules, on the grounds that
they were not in keeping with
Christian teaching.

The act created three categories
of British citizenship. only one of
which carries an auatematic right
to live in Britain.

"“You are vastly more likely
to have had a parent or grand-
parent in the United Kingdom if

you are white and have emigrated

to the old commonwealth, rather
than if you are black and have
come here from the new common-
wealth ', the bishop said.

*f This basis of discrimination
is repugnaut to Christian consci-
ence, because it is thinly-disguised
racism’’, the bishop said.

There were about three million
citizens of British dependent terri-
tories who could not settle in Bri-
tain in their own right, most of
them from Hong Kong.

“ That's why the government
hastlly altered the status of the

Falkland Islanders. We found we'

were fighting for British people
who couldn’t even settle in Britain.

“1 pote that they were all
white. Our official attitude to citi-
zens of the eoloured dependent
territories is very different ”  the
bishop said.

Opening on March 30

The children’s section of the
Jaffna Public Library which is
being rebuilt by the Sri Lanka
Lions Club will be opened on
March 30.

Lion District Governor Dr.
Fahmy Ismail and Lion Lady
Raxana inspected the building last
Sunday.

co-operation and assistance given
to him.

Dr. Vethanayagam M. 0. H.
proposed a Vote of Thanks. The
function was followed by a tea-
party in the Committee Room of
the Munieipality,

Passing away of
two Ecumenical Leaders

Two giants of the 20th Cen-

ecumenical movement died
within days of each other in Ja-
nuary this year.

tury

Robert Cuthbert Mackie who
died in Edinburg on 13-1-84 was
General Secretary of the WSCF
(1929 — 38) and then Associate

General Secretary of the WCC
during its period in formation
(1939 —48) and later from

1948 — 55 after its founding As-
sembly in Amsterdam. He an-
thored several books, one of which
was ‘' Layman Extraordioary —
John R, Mott.”

John Coventry Smith, who
died on 15-1-84 while addressing
an adult Bible elass on ‘ Van-
couver’ was a membsr of the
WCC Central Committee 1961 —
75 and a WCC President (1968 —
1975 ).

A Minister of the Presbyte-
rian Church ( USA), he was ac-
tive in the US civil rights move-

ment and theological education
issues. His book ' From Colo-
nialism to World Community ”

appeared in 1982,

Thiagalingam’s Portrait
Unveiled

Chief Justice Neville Samara-
koon Q. C. on 19-3-84 unveiled a
portrait of the late C. Thiaga-
lingam Q.C. an eminent lawyer
who practised in the unofficial bar
or over 50 years,

Queens Counsel A. H.C. de
Silva outlined the professional
skills of the late Mr. Thiagalin-
gam.

Mr. de Silva said that Mr.
Thiagalingam was a brilliant law"
yer and completed 50 years in
the unofficial bar in 1974.

He said that Mr. Thiagalin-
gam epjoyed a lucrative practice
in the District Court and the
Court of Appeal.

Taking up residence in
gutted buildings

Buildings gutted in last Julys’
disturbances have got new occu-
pants.

Pavement hawkers, prostitutes
and beggars have taken up resi-
dence in the shells of destroyed
buildings. This is not a recent
development. It has been evident
since August last year,

There has been no official
intervention so far.

The obvious solution would be
to demolish the buildings since
most of them are beyond repair
and a need to be completely re-
built.

The gutted buildings are also
reminders of past troubles and
would even be detrimental to
Laoka's impge in tourism.

Sun  183-84:

Medical Scholar:lnp at
Jaffna University

The Charles Kanagasunda:
ram Memorial Scholarship has
been established by friends and
members of the family of the late
Dr. Kanagasundaram who was
consultant ophthalmoelogist at the
Eye Infirmary in Newecastle upon
Tyne, England. The scholarship
will be awarded by the Univer-
sity of Jaffna to a second year
medical student and will enable
such a student to be financially
stable so as to complete his en-
' tire medical education at the Uni-
versity of Jaffna,— ;

[ Dr. Charles Kanagasundaram, is the
son of Mrs. C. G. Kanagasundaram
of Telllppalai (presently in New
Zealand with her younger son.
Richard who is also a Doctor),
Mrs. Charles Kanagasundaram, Su-
gunam is a daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. E. V. Ponnuthurai of Tellip-
palai and niece of the late Mr. .
S. J. V. Chelvanayakam Q. C.] .

— Ed.

Emergency Extended

The provisions of part two of
the Public Security Act have been
‘re-enacted by a gazetts extraordi-
nary issued last Saturday by Pre-
gident J. R. Jayewardene extend-
ing the emergency for another
month, beginning March 18.

Age is No Barrier

Mr. C. Arasaraingm (age 73)
from Sri Lanka has graduated
from the Open University with
an Honours Degree in Social
Science according to the English
newspapers — the ** Colchester
Evening Gazette (31-1.-84) and
the ‘“ East Apglian Daily Times”
(2-2-84).

While in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Arasaratnam functioned as the
Chief Accountant in the C. W. E.
including service in the statutory
Board of Directors for 14 months
while under leave from government.

Later he functioned as Chief
Accountant in the Industries De-
partment, the Health Department
and the Marketing Department.
He retired from the Marketing
Depatment. 7

He proceeded to England in
1967 and obtained further quali-
fications in Commercial Account-
ing, Building technology nnd Quan-
tity Surveying.

While in Sri Laoka. he ob-
tained his ,B. A. (London). some
40 years ago.

Mr. Arasaratnam acknowledges
his debt to the American Missiona-
ries in North Ceylon who gave
a fillip to the study of English
in Jaffoa schools. Students Wwere
then coached for the Calcutta B. A
Degree Examination bsfore the
London Unwemty Exmnl Exa:
mination,
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EDITORIAL : '
The Christian Teachers Guild

e for the first meeting of The

We are happy that the venu Lanka for the year 1984 was

Christian Teachers’ Guild of Sri
A rs in Jaffna consequent
_out’ of displaced Teachers in se
i t;f::lcl (;lilcgtsoof July 1983 was some 1450 and of displaced
0:] dteh:tse( besides university students) was some 10.000. ]
5 ‘displaced* Tamil Teachers are. by _and large, in a
] ith. the Trade unions unable yet to arrive at a common
wllaicil would help the affectad _tez_lchers as we!l as cause
rassment to the Government in its present plight.

quandry
formula ;v
least emba ‘
i ily settled in Jaffna Sehools
laced students are cosil
fll:: d(:zgtinue to be ‘displaced’ in the scnse'thact lthestr) ha:i
ll:’::n toi’n from their = parents who are employed in Colombo
the outstations. ; .
In this context, the delegation of the C. T. G. of Stl La}nk:
nthe South early this month were not, we b;lleve, in
fron:j to make their trip a holiday in Jaffna, as their colleagues
m(zt; were with Keerimalai and Senthankulam within easy distance
on :
of schools which hosted them.

it i i ka is afflicted with a
it is today a sad truth that Sri Lan
ceF;::)blem, a problem which hardly existed when the C.T,G.
:T‘ Sri Lanka was inaugurated some three decades ago.

The role of the Christian Teachers’ Guild of Sri Lanka in the
present national context is not difficult to define.

In a Report entitled So Send I You published in 1953, pf
ne of the most representative Christhn conferences held in
?affna, the following significant observations were made ;—

“ onder if the SCM should not take steps to form a
‘(?;V:ﬂ: of Christian Teachers whether in Government or
Assisted Schools.

Such a Guild could undertake the taslj: of ipstructing
Christian teachers on how to teach acac}emxc subjects fro_m
a Christian point of view and of building up a fqllowshlp
between Christian teachers so that they may function as a
Vocational Team.”

The two aims of the Christian Teacher§‘ Guild——.to teach
academic subjects (as History, Civics, Physics, Chemistry etc.,
etc,) from a Christian point of view and of bulldlng up a fel-
lowship between Christian teachers to bridge the 1nsuffer_all?le
‘gap’ which is today threatening to keep the two communities
apart —still remain an unfulfilled dream.

As a Christian Church and as the Christian Teachers’ Guild
of Sri Lanka, on us rests a heavy burden — the burden of be-
ing true to our Christian vision in these troubled times.

For the Record

Maha Sanga, Tamil Leaders Strive
for a Solution

‘We are striving to find a rajah, a well known teacher in hig
solution to the Tamil ethnic pro- day who is now very old,
blem in Sri Lanka’, said a com.
munique issued by the al] party
conference at ‘the end of g near
two-hour friendly discussion bet-
ween the Supreme Council of the
Maha Sanhga and the Tamil lea,
ders on 21-3-84,

The friendly atmosphere was
further heightened by the fact that
Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam’s father,
the late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam,
had been a close friend of Ven. Dr,
Walpola Rahula and that Kumar
Ponnambalam had met the monk

1 ;
The Tamil leaders also stressed - small boy.

at the end of the conference that the
Maha Szngha’s‘initiative was es-
sential in finding a solution to this
vexed problem and they expressed
their preparedness to resume dis-
cussions with the Mahg Sangha in
their search for solution,

The proceedings conducted in
English were translated into Sin-
bala Messrs Kumar Ponnambalam
and Sampanthan,

The Maha Sangha, while em-
phasising that the friendly relations
maintained by the two communities
should be continued unbroken into
the future, a'so stressed that regio-
nal or district council were not the
answer to the present problem,

The Supreme Council of the
Maha Sangha, the TULF and the
Tamil Congress have beld initia]
discussions in g very friendly at.
masphers, ithe seurces said, Informed sources saig that if
an acceptable solution was available
the Tamil leaders were willing to
abandon the idea of Eelam,

Messrs. A. Amirthalingam, M.
Sivasithamparam, R, S;\mpanthau,
Kumar Ponnampalam and Dr. Nee-
lan Tiruchelvam represented the”
three Tamil political parties,

The Tamil leaders said that
their association with Tamil Nadu
and the demand for a separate state
stemmed from the need for
for the Tamiy pPecple,

A conference source said that
Ven, Dr. Walpola Rahula and
TULF leader A. Amirthalingam
were both pupils of Mr, S, Thanga-

security

TkLe leaders also stressed thag
there was no need to fear  that

Harriet Winslow
Girls Home, Pandateruppu

A new Study Hall construct-
ed at the Harriet Winslow; Girlls

me, Pandateruppu was formal-
lljodeclared open by Mrs. T 'Tbi-
laganayagam, Asst. Commissioner
of Probation « & Child Care Ser-
vices for the Northern Region on
Friday the 16th of March at
4-00 p.m, The functien was
very largely attended by members
of the public and the Parish at
Pandateruppu. Many friends from
other Churches in the Diocese
were also present. The Rt. Rev,
D. J. Ambalavanar, Bishop of the
Diocese dedicated the new Hall.
At the public Meeting Mr, S.
Ratnavel, the Manager of the
Home and Mr. Velmurugan of
the staff of the Pandateruppu
Girls College spoke., Mrs, Thila-
ganayagam who was accompanied
by her husband Mr. Paul Thila-
ganayagam in her address com-
mended the good work of the
Diocese and “especially appreciated
the high standard maintained in
the Children’s Homes.. She ex-
horted the public to ‘make its own
contribution to see that Homes
of this nature can be run from
our own resources without always
having to depend en foreign sup.
port. She also said that the chil.
dren should be helped te be self.
reliant and provisions should pe
made for various Vocational Trajn.
ing programmes. Mrs, Ratnarajah
one of the Wardens in the Home
proposed a Vote of Thanks, The
children of the Home delighted the
visitors with their cheery singing.
The function closed with Fellow-
ship Tea.

‘Arulmanai‘’ Boys Home, Manipay

Monday, the [9th of March
was anmother important day for
the boys in the Home at ‘Arul.
mangi’, Manipay, To meet the
urgent need for additional space
for the inmetes an extension of
the dormitory block has been com-
pleted. This building was declared
open and dedicated by the Rt,
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar, Bishop
of the Diocese at 4-30 P. m. that
day. There was a large gather-
ing of the -parishioners  of Mani.-
pay and other friends of the Home,
Among the speakers were Mr. S,
Ratnavel, Manager of the Home
and Mr. W. G. Aonappah, The
boys entertained the gathering with
a number of songs. The function
closed with a Fellowship Tea.
There are now 68 boys in this
Home which was started in De-
cember, 1979,

e A i s

Tamil Nadu would interfere in the
affairs of Sri Lanka.

The Tamil leaders interpreted
that Maha Supgha’s objection tq
regional or distrigt councils as g
barrier to a solution, But howevyer
they expressed the belief that the
Maha Sangha is capable of finding
the desired solution,

Concluding the talks, that
Maha Sangha expressed the grief
over the events of July and hoped
that all communities — Sinhalg,
Tamil and Muslim woul

; d live in
amity and peace,

muganatha Press, Kankesanthuraj Road,
and published by Mr,

Alvnppillli Rajasin

Dr. Martin Niemoller

The Rev. Dr. Martin Niemol-
ler the outstanding German Chris-
tian leader has died at the age
of 92. ‘A U-Boat Commander
during World War I he bacame
a Minister in the Lutheran Church
in Germany im 1924. During the
Hitler regime he was an out-
spoken critic of Nazi policies and
was a leader of the small con-
fessional Church group in Ger-
many. His rallying cry: * Nog
you, Herr Hitler, but God is my
Fubrer (Lord)” was an inspira-
tien to the confessional Church,
Because of his opposition to Hit-
ler he faced the inevitable conse-
quence of being arrested by Hit-
ler's ‘Government and put into a
concentration camp. From 1938
tlll the end of the War he was
in concentrotion camps. Dt. Nie-
moller was an inspiring preacher
and a lending theologian in his
country. After the War he tock
an active part in the movemeant
for renewal among Churches in
his - country and also became an

active leader of the ecumenical
movement. He attended the New
Delhi Assemly of the World

Council of Churches in 1961 where
he was also appointed one of the
Presidents of the World Council
of Churches. He held this Office
till 1968. As an ecumenical lea.
der he also endeavoured to bear
prophetic witness in the context
of the East-West and North-
South conflicts. He was equally
critical of some of the policies of
the western world as he was of
the communist regimes. He ap-
pealed for total disarmament anfl
the abolition of nuclear weapons,

Dr. Niemoller was among the

leaders who attended the World
Christian Youth Conference at
Kottayam, Kerala in 1950, 1t

will be remembered that thc Rev,
W. R. Sussbach who was a mis-
sionary on the staff of Jaffoa
College during the 40's and 50's
was an Assistant to Dr. Matin
Niemoller in Parishes in Germany
before the arrest of Dr. Niemol-
ler.

‘Tamil Version Cassette

Bhagawatar Vedanayake Shas-
tri who was on his evangelistic
campaign at Secunderabad recent-
ly released at a public function
the Tamil version of the Cas-
sette — Emmanuel, produced by
the Communications Department
of the Church of South India.

The meeting was organised
by the St. Thomas S. P, G. Tamil
Church at Secunderabad. The
Rt. Rev. (Dr.) P. Victor Prema.
sagar, Bishop of the Diocese of
Medak presided over the fuaction.

Rev. Tilahadas, Presbyter, was
the narrator of the story on the
tape. The Cassette presents the
story of the Birth of Jesus ren-
dered in carnatic classical tunes
by Sangeetharatna B, M. J. Dhyri-
am, sung by Padminj Pandyau.

Rev. Dass Babu, the Director
of the Communications Depart-

ment CSI, introduced the Cas:
sette. The Price is Rs, 30 in
India,

the Church of South India at Sri San-

Jafina on Friday, 23rq March 1984,

gham, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffna,
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