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Day Care Centre and
Community Centre Opening

The New Buildings cons-
tituting the Day Care Centre
and the Community Hall were
declared open by our Bishop
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
who dedicated the buildings
on 17-4-1984.

A large number of Hindu
families witnessed the celebra-
tion while members of our
church toe, participated in the
event.

The Day Care Centre has
begn a boon’ to the poor fami-
lies helping out 60 children
who are regularly attending
the centre.

Once a week the residents
in the Community Centre are
provided with medical care and
assistance. An average of ap-
proximately 150 persons are
treated weekly.

A Historic Session

The first Joint Session since
1976 of the TULF and TC was
held in Jaffna recently ( with
more than 120 leading mem;
bers of both parties attending )
o build - the political base of
he Tamils' for a non-violent
political struggle to obtain
their rights.

The members endorsed the
decision of the party leaders
to participate at the Plenary
Sessions of the All Party Con-
terence on 1-6.84, although they
kept off from the two Com-
mittees appointed to report on
the two major problems — the
Devolution of Power and the
Redress of the grievances of
all communities.

New jobs in Saudi

Saudi Arabia’s Acting Minister
of Health Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-
Sheikh recently signed a contract
for $ 573 million with a specialised
company to carry out the construet-
and equipping of a health care
centre in the capital city Riyadh,

The complex will include a
hospifal of 1452 beads and 2561
residential unita for employees.

There will .also be a mosque’
sociai centres, a market, a. bank,
shops, a post office, a kindergarten,

a resturant and other recreation
facilities.
In the meantime, Marriot

Hotel in Riyadh {s to be converted
into a maternity hospital,

Many medical, para medical
and maintenance personal will be
required for these hospitals when
they are completed.

Knowledgeable Sri Lankans
here feel that experienced Sri Lan-
kans will stand a good chance in
securing emplOoyment in this medi-

cal complex if proper contacts
are made before it is to late.
CDN 16-3-84

| born on June 23,

Roll of Honour

Among the five distisquished
Sri Lankans honoured on Na-
tional Heroes Day (22-5-84)
this year by the issue of com-
memorative stamps in the de-
nomination of 60 cts., is Mr.
Balasingham, a distinguished
Alumnus of Jaffna College and
for many years a member of
the Board of Directors and a
live wire of the Jaffna College
Alumni Association

Mr. K. Balagingham was
1878 into a
distinguished family in the
Point Pedro electorate.

In 1914 he was. nominated
to the Legislatrive Council as
Second Tamil member and in
1924 he was appointed as a
member of the Executive Coun-
cil and had the rare distric-
tion of being a member of
both Councils.

He was responsibie among
other things® for the -~ Public
Trustee’s Department, The
Judicial Services Commission,
The Tourist Bureau, the abo-
lition of the Poll Tax, the in-
troduction of Sinhalese and
Tamil as subjects for the Lon-
don Degree Examinations and
various reforms in Law, Edu-
cation, Taxation and Prison
Administration and the esta-
blishment of the Ceylon State

‘Mortgage Bank and the College

of indigenous Medicine.

He was a great crusader
for Vocational Education and
pleaded as far back as the
twenties for a Workshop and
a Farm to be attached to every
big educational instituition in
the country.

Married

Thurairajah — Manikkalingam

The marriage took place re-
cently of Nithyendra St. V. Thu-
rairajah, M, Sc. (Bangkok ), B. A.
& Dip. in'R. D. (Sri Lanka) — late
of A.I.T. Bangkok, presently in
Israel — to Miss Sukaniya Ma-
nikkalingam, B.Sc. (Genl.) Sri
Lanka, B. Sc. (Statistics), Lond.
of A.I.T. Bangkok, daughter of
Mr. K. Manikkalingam, retired Am-
bassador for Sri Lanka in Indo-
nesia, and Mrs. Manikkalingam of
27th Lane, Colpetty.

Nursery Schools in
North and East

The World Vision Interna-
tional Organiaation which has
dedicated its services towards
rural uvplift in the North and
East is providing educational
facilities to the children in
selected villages in these two
provinces.

Mr. J. S Fredrick, Project
Officer of the organisation in
charge of Northern and East-
ern regions, described this as

The Christian.Institute for the study of
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Christa Seva Ashram, Chunnagam
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Days :
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religion, theology and Indology.

yet another aspect of the acti-
vities of this international body.

The World Vision Interna-
tional Organisation has during
the last two years set up 40
nursery schools, in backward
villagef in these two provin-
ces.

Mr. Fredrick said that durs
ing the last two years Rs.
225,000 had been spent to main-
tain the ~nursery schools by

way of providing furniture,
teachers and paying their
wages.

Under the scheme 40 young
educated and unemployed girls
in these villages were able to
find employment as teachers
in these nersery schools-

Jaffna Hindu College

The Jaffna Hindu College
OBA bade farewell to Mr. P. S.
Cumarasamy who has retired
as Principal - of the College
after an association of nearly
30 years with Jaffna Hindu as
student, teacher and Principal.

Mr. N. Sabaratnam, Prin-
cipal Emeritus of Jaffna Hindu
was the chief speaker at the
function. Mr. Rajah Visvana-
than, the President of the OBA
and former Mayor of Jaffna
presided.

Mr. Sabaratnam referred to
some of the Past Principals
of Jaffna Hindu as Mr. Nevins
Selvadurai, Mr. Sanjiva Rao,
Mr A, Cumarasamy and others
who had laid the fourdations
for the growth of the school
on which foundation Mr. P. S.
Cumarasamy has been building
with great assiduity and success.

jaffna Hindu College will,
we learn, in another six years
celebrate its Centenary.

He Saved a Human Life

Amidst scenes of Kkillings,
in Sri Lanka comes the happy
news of Ramanathan Kumaran
a Tamil young man (27) of
Kollupitiya who has saved the
life of a countryman, a Sinha-
lese, A.B.P. Absyratne by do-
nating one of his kydneys to
him at the Vellore hospital.
Kumaran did a special trip to
Vellore in response to an ap-
peal he saw in a local news-
paper.

The Colombo Central Rota-
ry Club felicitated Kumaran on
20-5-84 at a function at which

HELP

It you have publications ox{
or from past
Uduvil Conferences

Please contact
Rev. S. S. Arulampalam,
CHLS. R.S,, Christa Seva Ashram
Chunnagam.

Scholarship: a definite
scheme

The Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation has adopted a definiie scheme
for the selection of students for
foreign scholarships ard despite
political and bureaucratic pressures
the best will be selected, the Sec”
retary Mintstry of Higher Educa-
tion. Dr. Stanley Kaipage, told the
* Sunday Observer .

Dr. Kalpage said that he would
guaranteee that tne best would be
selected irrespective of political
patronage.

The Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation has received about thousand
applications for 87 foreign schoiar-
ships with the U.S.S.R. alene
offering 72. Iudia has offered 9.
Bulgaria 2, Chechosiovakia 2 and
Cyprus 1.

Of the original thousand appli-
cations for the prelimininary inter-
view the number has been brought
down to 230 of which about 146
have applied for medicine and allied
faculties and the balance for engi.
neering economics and arts.

IN BRIEF

O Five Deputy Ministers i—

Consequent on the depar-
ture of the President Jeyawar-
dene to China and South Korea,
the ministries in his charge
have devolved on Five Depu-
ties. Mr. Lalith Atulathmudali
will be the Acting Minister of
Defence.

the Minister of State, Dr
Anandatissa de Alwis was the
chief speaker.

Kumaran had made the
greatest “contribution to Sinha-
la— Tamil Unity in recent
times, said the Minister,
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Impressions on Church Life in Japan by a Fellow Asiay
EDITORIAL

Prospect!

i ini i lathmudali put his
i ty Minister Lahthv Athu
! Natx%natlheSe::r: };pot on our political problem today, when
gggf;ssicr’)g the Seventh mid-year conterence of Lanka Jaycees,
recently he said:—

*The majority Sinhalese too sufferred fron? ;
attitude due to the smass of Tamils living across

Strait.
ini i i the same
inance Minister Ronnie de Mel, elaborating on
sentiI;gzt at the opening of a Bank of Ceylon Branch at Alut-
gama on 12-5-84 said:—

a historical minority
the Palk

“The Sinhalese have equal fears and grievances stemming fr.om
their position as & 12 million minority always fearful of bemg.
swamped kby a 60 million Tam!l people in Imifa and Sri
Lanka. (Italics are ours)

It is not the government party leaders alone who have ex-
pressed this sentiment candidly in recent times.

Minoo Masoni, a former Chairman of the UN Sub-Corpmig-
sion on Prevention of Discrimation an_d Prqtection qf Minori-
ties says in an article on ‘' Lanka's Ethqxc Divxde » (which appear
ed serially in the Swnday Observer beginning from 11-4-84:—

*“They (meaning the Sinhalese majority) are scared about the
big land mass of India dominating the scene and are inclined
look on India as a Big Brother siiting on their head. Thus
any Indian action concerning Sri Lanka is liable to be looked
upon with suspicion.” (S;mda;_v Observer 1-4-84),

The problem as it has now crystallised after so much bloed-
shed, so much mental trauma and so painful an exodus (re-
cently in droves) of Tamils and Sinhalese fleeing the land of
their birth is that the two major cemmunities in this island
have been living in a state of mutual fear for many lacerat-
ing years a state of measureless agony from which neither side
has been able to extricate itself

To what degree this fear has existed is reflected in a states
ment issued by Presideut Jeyawardene ( published in the CDN
of 9-5-84). In an Interview with Michael Hamlyn, Correspons
dent of the London Times” in India the President said : X

“The extent of powers (of the D:velopment Couacils) would be
the. maximum devolution of powers the majority is prepared to
concede.” :

Whether it be the government sponsored All Party Talks or
meetings organised by other groups to promote national unity
in the country the terms of reterence of any discussion appears
to be circumscribed by one condition. Any recommendations

- made should ultimately have the consent of the majority of the
citizens of Sri Lanka. 4

In this context certain things should be seen sharp and
plain if a call for peace in Sri Lanka is not to be superficial.

Sri Lanka is a land not only of Ceylon Tamils but also
Indian Tamils who, according to the UN Sub-Commission on
Protection of minorities were only 15,000 in 1956 'but are now
nearly a million. Only less than half the stateless were repa-
triated to India by the time the Shastri — Bandaranaike Pact
lapsed in 1979. A seizable minority are also the Muslims who
are mostly in the eastern part of the country. In this popula-
tion context, the Sinhalese constitute a 74 per cent majority,
The Sri Lankan minority Tamils are closely linked by ethnic
and cultural ties with South India

“Facts do not adapt themselves to errors” says Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru * and the world of our imagination conflicts

with the” world of reality and is it any wonder that chaos and
misery result?”

The ‘Tamil Problem’ in 1984 is not the same as the * Tamil

Problem” in 1977 which the UNP enthusiastically sought to
solve on coming to power,

It is a problem that is threatening to acquire round it omi-
nous accretions, one of which appears to be the danger of the
psychological distance between Sri Lanka and the ‘Big Bro-
ther’ becoming sharper.

We only wish that the Conference of religious leaders, re-
presenting the four major religions of the country scheduled
to meet on 7.6-84 to meditate together for half an hour at
3pm (CDN 19.584) will include the following well known
prayer in their meditation :-

“Dear God, give us strength to accept with serenity the things
which cannot be changed. Give us the cour; ge
things that can and should be changed and ¢ .ve
distinguish one from the other,”

to change the
us wisdom to

[ Attrivuted to Genera Hart,)

By Rev. Andar Ismail

( Continued from our 9 3-84 isswe)

But for the churches in Japap,
this causes another danger. The
problem is that Japan is one of the
advanced countries along  with
America, England, Germany and
several other countries. With the
exception of Japan, all those advan.
ced countries are Western. There.
fore itis understandable if slowly
unconsciously, the Japanese begin
to feel more Western than they dg
Asian. In the areas of education
and prosperity, Japan is not in the
line-up of Asian countries, but ig
now in the midst of the Western
countries. The phrase, ‘Japan and
Asia,” as althongh Japan were not
of Asia, indicates a bit that thig ig
nubonsciously becoming a fact.

The Japanese Church : a Younger or an
Older Brother?

The Church history book that
was used when I was in theological
school devoted forty pages to the
Dutch church and only two pages
to the Japanese church. But that
was not too bad. There were only
four sentences regarding the Phillip-
pine church, two sentences regard,
ing Malayasian church and only
half a sentence regarding the Thai
church. It seems that the imba-
lance does not happen only in Indo-
nesia, but also in other churches in
Asia. We are told to get to know
our mother churches in Europe or
America more than our neighbour-
ing churches in Asia. The result
is that we neither know nor under-
stand very well our neighbouring
churches here in Asia. Fourtanatly
the CCA News comes every month
It is unavoidable that this symptom
has also hit the Japanese church.
The result is that the churches in
Japan are closer to churches in
America than they are to their
neigebours in Seuth' or South East

What can the churches in
Japan do about this? The Japanese
church can assume the role of con-
science that stirs up the concern
of the Japanese populace the millj.
ons of people in South and South
East who live on only 50 yen a
day. Further more, the churches
in Japan can give an example to the
populace that they are consciouns of
living in an Asian context,

Asia. (to be continued)
Citizens Committee in 47 Rest 8 J
all AGA’s Divisions
The death occured on

On Sunday 20 5-84, A Citi-
zens Committee for the Then-
maradchy Division was inaugu-
rated at Chavakachcheri Town
Council Hall. Mr. R. Balasub-
ramaniam, the Secretary of
the Jaffna Citizens Committee,
the Parent Association, said
that it was desirable that the
Citizens Committee should have
branches in all AGA's divisions
to make it easy for villagers
who have now to travel to
Jaffna to make their complaints.

The object of the Citizen’s
Committee is to voice injus-
tices done to the people with
a view. to seeking immediate
redress. The former M. P. for
Chavakachcheri, Mr. V. N Na-
varatnam had been the prime
mover in the project of extend-
ing the work of the Citizens

20 5-84 at Navaly of Mr. Eura-
tus Arasaratnam Arnold (88), a
brother of the late Rev.]. V.]J.
Arnold of the JDCSI.

The Funeral Service was
held at the residence of Mrs.
Suhirtham Arnold, a daughter-
in-law  of the deceased, at
Navaly.

Rev. D. R. Ambalavaanar, the
Circuit Pastor officiated, assis-
ted by Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred
and Rev. Chandran Arnold
(both nephews of the deceased )
and Mr. Christie Roberts DG
S.I. Worker at Navaly, = Rev.
L. N Hitchock paid the tri-
bute. é

The remains were interred
at the Manipay Church burial
grounds: Rev. Chandran Arnold
performed the committa] rites

Committee of Jaffna to the o » * *
outlying villages.
2 Mr. K. Arudchelvam
Wedding ; We regret to record the
Rajakone — Canagasingham death which Occurred on 20 5 8¢

of Mr. Kathiravely Arudchelvam,
former Assistant Conservator
of Forests and presently Re-
searcher and Consultant at the
tSn Jeyawardenapura Universi-
y.

The marriage of Packiar -
jah, son of the late Mry. Raja-
kope, Attorney-at-1.aw and Mrs.
Rajakone of Chundiculi anq
Savithiri, daughter of Mr. L. S.
C Canagasingham and Mrs,
Canagasingham of Uduvil was
solemnised at the Uduvil Church

The Funeral took pj t
; place a
Kaddudai on 22-5 84 at 4 p.m.

on Saturday, 19 Mr. Arudch ¥
3.30 p. m. e b;ﬁ;ind besides glizamwiféea’gg'
Q : {Mrs.) Maheswa 1-
ofﬁicliza::t\;db.alli tbu}lunanan‘tham vam of Peradeni;: UAnfggfs?fy,
R Sd All\frse;d l\)/y Sevak three children Sutharshap, Pra=
il et , en. S. D, the % F g
I}orshlngtop, Archdeacon  of ep‘an and Manchy]a, )
Jaffna, preahed the Homily, The deceaseq jg the son-in"

A Reception Was held a¢

Mr: Edwin Jesu:
the bride’s residence. hasa ‘

S. Jesuthason of
G N i Vaddukoddai.
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