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National Council of

Y.M.C.A.—A.G. M.

The 19th Annual General
Meeting of the National Council of
Y. M. C. A’s of Sri Lanka was helg
in Nugegoda on the 5th and 6th of
May 1984. The Chief Guest was
the Hon: Dr: Apanda Tissa De
Alwis, Minister of State. The
following were elected at the A.G.M-

President: Mr. Eraj Wijesinghe
Vice Presidents:

Mr. J. M. Sabaratnam
Mr. Rex Perera

Hony. Treasurer :
Mr. V. L.. Wirasinha

Executive Committee :

Miss Myrna Abeyasekara, Mr.
C. T. Jansz, T. Gurukularajah,
M. C. Francis, Rev S. Manopa-
van, S. O. Jayanandan, Owen Pe-
rera, Sister Bernard Vas, Chanth
Wickrematilake, E. 'S¢ Curtis;
R. A. Navaratne and Brian Pere-
ra.

The Jaffna Public Library

On Monday (4-6:84) the
Third Stage of the Jaffna Pub-
lic Library burnt down by
vandals on 1-6-81 will be inau-
gurated. The Municipal Com-
missioner Mr. S Sivagnanam
has invited the Indian High
Commissioner in  Sri Lanka»
Mr. S. J. S. Chatwal to hand
over ceremoni6usly the books
donated to the Library by the
South Indian Universities.. Up to
now some 45,000 books have
been received as gifts for the
Library.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, the
Secretary General of the TULF
is expected to open the Wing
constructed at a cost of Rs. 3
million.

The Lionel Fernando Com-
mittee recommended the grant
of Rs 2 million' as compensa+
tion from the President’s Fund.
A sum of Rs. 3.2 million was
raised through public donations.

The First Stage, the re-
pair of the Northern Wing,
the ground and first floor and
the Second Stage, the restora-
tion of the children’s section
cost some Rs. 240,000.

Commission for National
) Unity

Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali
has suggested the appointment
of a permanent Commission for
National Unity to examine all
allegations of discrimination
and unfair practice,

‘* After my recent exposure
to all possible types of opinion
terrorists, militants, moderates
and others: I am convinced
there are grievances real and
unreal that should be investi-
gated and corrected” said the
Minister at the mid-year Con-
ference of Lanka Jaycees at
Hotel Holiday Inn on 20-5-84.

India: awi=Sri Lanka
Two Points of View

“Sri Lanka knew that India
was a friendly country, that In-
dia was a large country but when
terrorists operated from there
against Sri Lanka, was it not
India’s duty to hand them back
to Sri Lanka. to cancel their
visas and tell them to leave In-
dia? Tne Indian government had
taken into custody 25 persons re-
cently involved in terrorism
Sri Linka but they have
released.

He would not blame terro-
rists but those who encouraged
terrorism... Who was Rao to die-
tate to Sri Lanka and ask it to
reduce its military strength ? They
could not tolerate this any longer.”
. [Extracts frcm a speech made by

Prime Minister Premadasa as re-
ported in tho CDN of 26-5-84 under
the %aption ‘* Don't play hide and
seek with us'’.]

in
been

» * *

* Allegations have bgen made
against the government of Tamil
Nadu and the government of In-
dia and other Eelam organisitions
throughout the world for helping
terrorist groups.

But the terrorists remain .our
major problem aad should receive
maximum attention,

Last July the
teemed against as, We can ne-
ver succeed if we create more
antagonism against us. We would
only lose by virtual disunity among
ourselves. ' The real job of work
rested on his shoulders and he
was determined to do it. What
is necessary is action and deter-
mination. I say this because
there is more talk about this
than necessary ”.

entire world

[ Extracts from National Security
Minister  Lalith  Athulathmudali’s
speech at the opening of the 87th
Mahapola at Horowpathana as re-
ported (in the CDN of 30-5-84 un-
der the caption ‘‘Lalith cautions
endangering security '’

Training in first aid

First aid training is a must for
all. ‘Many lives could be saved by
rendering first aid and giving ad-
vice to an ailing person at the
proper time, said Mr. Devanesan

Nesiah, G. A. Jaffoa District who,

was a Chief guest at the Northern
Region St. John Ambulance Brigade
General meeting, held at the Veera.
singham hall. Dr. T. Gangatharan,
Chairman of the executive commit-
tees presided.

The G. A. was acecorded a
guard-of-honour by the first divi-
sion of Jaffna Central and St.
Patrick’s College.

The G. A. complimented the
youthful first aiders of Nadeswara
College for the assistance rendere
by them to the refugees in the
college camp last year.

The Northern Division Com-
missioner Mr. C. S, Subramaniam
said doctors with MBBS qualifica-
tions only train first aiders,

Inquest Re-introdaced?
k]

The G .inment has asked
that an inquest be held into the
death of a youth who was
taken for questioning by the
Army at Udupiddy junction on
Friday, said Mr. Lalith Athu-
lathmudali, Minister of National
Security and“acting Minister of
Defence at a New year festival
held at the Attidiya Community
Centre, Ratmalana on Sunday.

He said the government had
done this to counter terrorist
allegations that suicides by sus-
pects taken into custody were
executions by security forces,

Anyone could give evidence
at this inquest if he was inter-
ested’

The following is an extraets from
the C. D. N. of 23-5-84.

veene. And Women too

A middle-aged woman of
Wattegama, found roaming the
premises of a leading college in
Kandy, was caught and handed
over to the police by a member
of the staff on wednesday.,

The suspect is alleged to
have spoken to several young
students while they were alone
police said.

“Hell hath no fury..” go
the words of an old saying and
according .to the Kollupitiya
police it may just be the case
with regard to the recent theft
of a car from the car park of a
star class hotel in the area.'

Police said that the car a
Datsun Sunny had been parked
at the hotel on Wednesday night
at about 11-30 p, m- by a young
man, who on walking about in
hour later had found it missing.
A complaint had been made
and the car had been found on
Thursday evening in lane off
Cambridge Place.

Police suspect a woman to
be involved in the removal of
the vehicle. Investigations are

on.
[CDN 19-5-84—20-5-84 ]

Ceylon Scout Council

The 26th Annual General
Meeting of ' the Ceylon Scout
Council was held on 28-5-84, The
Prime Minister was the Chief
Guest and gave away the scout
awards for 1983 — 1984.

At a time when there is
widespred indiscipline and lawless-
ness, the Prime Minister said the
Scout Movement has a great role
to play in bringing back the
country to its religious and cul-
tural moarings.

Mr. J. .P. Obeyesekara, Pre-
sident of the Sri Lavka Scout
Association said that certain TV
programmes were baviog a terri-
fying effect on young people,

Mr. T. Seneviratne Chief Scout
Commissioner propesed the Vote
of Thanks,

Subscription

Inland: Rs. 50/- per year.

FOR AD_VERTISEMENTS
Apply to:
The Manager,
‘ Morning Star ’, Vaddukoddai,
i 2 o S

Wanted Teachers

lar qualified teachers in Dyt

Please apply with "prog
qualifications ete, to -

Rev. A, Jayakumaran,
Secretary, Childrens Home ‘ﬁoaxd
Dioceson Office,

Vaddukoddai,
before the 16th June 1984.

To Sri Lanka on British
Council Anniversary Award

Amongst receipients of Travel
Grants awarded by the Britich
Council in London last week as
part of its 50th anniversary cele-
bratians was Pauline Pears, a re-
search co-ordinator of the Henry
Doublgday Research Association in
Essex.

Her projeat involves a visit to
the Vegetable Sanctuary on Kun.
duppakanda Estate, which was
established by the Sri Lanka Rural
Organization in 1981,

The Sanctuary aims to preserve
the diverse crop species and varities
of Sri Lauka, and also traditional
methods of cultivating them, both
of which are being rupidly eroded
by the influx of modern agriculture.

During ber visit, Miss. Pears
will also’ travhl to regions of the
country that have different climatic
conditions, so as to study the feasi-
bility of setting up other sancturries.
The purpose of the report she has
to submit to the British Council
on her return to Elgland is to publi-
cise the scheme there and raise
money for further work.

The receipients of awards were
selected in line with the relevance
of their work to current British
Council policy. In Sri Lanka this
bhus meant. in addition to educa-
tional work, concentration on scien=
tific development and technico]
co-operation-

The Yamaha School of

Music

At the BMICH Hall, today
(1-6.84) and tomorrow (2-6-84)
the Yamaha School of Music in
Sri Lanka gives for the first time a
''40 Organs in Concert " pro-
gramme —a perfermance which,
we learn, even the Yamaba School
in Japan (to which the school in
Sri Lanka is affiliated) had pot
ever organised. It is also the
first such performance in Sri Lan-
ka in recent years.

The performers of the #nine
pieces are from the age of six
to thirtyfive and have beem prac-
tising for the last five months.
The Yamabha School of Music
(Sri Lanka) is only three years
old and bas some 400 students.

Wanted Montessori or simi. i

3 @t
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Review

Jaffna College Miscellany

Selliah — Kulathungant

“ In the history of the world”™
said Thomas Carlyle, the Scot-
tish Historian and Essayist s
the biography of its great men '

It could well be said with
equal truth that in the history
of our well established insti-
tuitions of - learning is the
biography of its great Head-
masters and Teachers.

The Jaffna College Miscel-
lany of 1984 is a Memorial
Number (in the line of simi-
lar Numbers published earlier)
commemorating the life and
work of #wo nationals who
constituted the warp and woof
of the College for well over
half a century.

According to college re-
cords, Mr. K. A. Selliah was

. the first student to pass the

London Intermediate in Science
Examination as an eéxterna
student from Jaffna College and
Mr. L. S. Kulathungam was
the first to pass the London
Inter Arts, (sharing the honour
with Mr. Handy Perinpanaya-
gam).

Joining the Staff of the
College, both Mr. Selliah and
Mr. Kulathungam continued to
make history. Mr. Selliah be+
came the first National Princi-
#al after a missionary tradition
of 125 years. Mr. Kulathungam
became the first teacher of Jaff-
na College to leave a record
of 68 years of uninterrupted
association- with the College
and the Mission.

Both were involved deeply
in the work of the Church
(first with the mission, then
with the Jaffna Council of the
SIUC and finally with the
JDCSI) and till the end both
shouldered very heavy respon-
sibilitics, even after retirement.

Memorial Number

Mr. Selliah has been Trea-
surer of the Mission and later
Treasurer of the Jaffna College
Board of Directors. Mr. Kula-
thungam continued to edit Fhe
Morning Star The crowning
achievement of the interlocking
relationship he maintained ‘with
the College and the Church is
the History of the Mission
which Mr. Kulathungam com-
pleted a few months before his
death.

This History makes up to
date the magnum opus of Rev.
C D. Vellupillai whose History
of the Mission (in Tamil) re-
mains the only authentic source
of the work of the American
Mission in the North.

The Memorial Edition of
the Jaffna College Miscellany
is therefore not merely a re-
cord of the activities of Jaffna
College during a particular
year with a sharp focus on
its highlights It is a histori-
cal document which gives the
story of Jaffna College during
a critical phase in its annals
when it had just opted to re-
main |out of the Free Scheme.

The contribution of Mr.
Selliah and Mr. Kulathungam
to the growth of the College
especially through a period
which saw looming problems
on the educational horizen, has
been marked by a faithfulness
and loyalty to the Alma Mater,
which have few parallels.

It is no wonder then that
their names have been written
into the history of the insti-
tution.

For, they had burnt their
boats and taken the resolve in
life, to achieve what they did
for the College.

— C.E.R.

Tribute to
Mrs. Thiruchelvam

The Ilate Mrs, Punitham
Thiruchelvam was a leading
social worker of Sri Lanka and
rendered yeoman services to
the handicapped She worked
for the welfare and rehabilita-
tion of disabled persons with-

out racial, religious or caste
distinctions, said Mr. K. V.
Mahadevan, President, Puni-

tham Rehabilitation organisa-
tion.

He was speaking at the
Punitham Thiruchelvam memo-
rial meeting at Kurumpasiddy
R. D.S. hall recently.

Mr. Mahadevan said that
Mrs. Thiruchelvam was a foun-
der member of the National
Council for the visually handi-
capped and the Sri Lankan re-
presentave of the Royal Com-
monwealth Association for the
Blind. She took the initiative
to introduce the talking books
by which a lot of biind peo-
ple benefited.

The late Punitham Thiru-
chelvam is the wife of the late

Mr. M. Thiruchelvam Q C.M.P-

No T. V. Guide in Sri Lanka

According to. Mr. M. J.
Perera. the Chairman of Rupa-
vahini, a T. V. Guide monthly
or quarterly is a great need. All
material free of charge could be
given to anyone who can pro-
duce a Guide. In other countries
such a Guide is very useful and
informative.

Commenting on crime on
T. V. Mr. Perera is of the view
that more crime is reported in
the newspapers every day. Most
of this crime in T. V. is watered.
down stuff.

Regarding audience appeal
!he Chairman said that there
is an increasing demand in Sri
Lanka for programs in Sinhala,
Most ‘of the English programs
are viewed only for the sction
in them, Most of the Sinhala
viewers according to Mr. Perera
can't understand a word of Eng-
lish.

Regarding good English
programs 1t is the sponsor who
§elccts telecasting time. There
is no co-ordination between
Rupavahini anc I. T. N. popular
programs tend (o clash,
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Tribute Paid to the Memory of
Dr. Rajadevan Kanapathipillai Selliah

By the Rev. S. M. Jacob.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said
“You are my friends if you do
what I command you gy

Rajan was a friend — one
whom Jesus would have ack-
nowledged as friend, because to
Rajan, being Christian was to
lead a style of life in his Mastet’s
way.

Rajan was not a pious Chris-
tian, one who practised the
rituals of religion. For example
he did not find a weekly church
service something he could en-
joy. He would honestly confess
that some church services bored
him to tears. But he acknow-
ledged Jesus Christ as his Lord
and walked in the spirit of Jesus.
He was a follower of Christ,
whose mind was filled with the
teachings of Jesus and whose
whole attitude in life was in
tune with the teachings of Jesus.

« Love your neighbour as
yourselves ” said Jesus and in
the parable of the Good Sama-
ritan he taught that any person
in need was one’s neighbour. To
Rajan, a person’s worth did not
depend on his creed, caste or
social standing. Every persgn,
even one from the poorest of
the poor from the villages around
Batticaloa, was one of immense
worth. He would treat him and
show him the same kindness as
he would to any other perscn
of social standing. Every per-
son, irrespective of his religious
label found in Rajan a compas-
sionate friend whose  cne aim
was to alleviate human pain
and suffering. Making money
was not his aim in lite. His
fees were just enough to carry
on his work and to meet the
needs of his family.

There must be hundreds of
people in Batticaloa who would
mourn the passing away of a
generous and kind doctor (At
this very moment there is a
‘gathering in their houae in Bat-
ticaloa holding a service to give
thanks to God for Rajan’'s life
and witness, led by the Presi-
dent of the Methodist Confers«
ence, the Rev. S. K. Perera and
the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Trincomalee.)

Rajan has often told me that
many patients who came to him
really did not need medicine,
but they needed someone to
listen to them. And he was a
patient listener, and he prescri-
bed the minium that was neces-
sary to help the patient to get
well.

Rajan always maintained
the highest ethical standards of
the medical profession.

Jgsus said ‘' Whenever you
do this for one of the least of
.thcse brothers of mine, you did
it unto me”. Rajan was one who
gave more than a cup of cold
water to the least of his brothr-
en,

ing of an open home overflowing
with hospitable kindness, he had
in his wife, Selvie, an ideal part-
ner. Their home was a partner-
ship in the real sense of the
word. He let Selvie get on with
matters relating to the home,
Bank accounts, children’s edu-
cation and so on whilst he gave
of his time to attend to the needs
of the community.

The hospitality of that home
has to be experienced to be be-
lieved. I am sure there are many
people here who have tasted that
love and hospitality and would
endorse my words. I speak from
experience. It was in this home
that I found solace and peace
after the trumatic experience
of the communal riots of July
last year. As a matter of fact
their home was a mini refuge
camp for a few days.

Rajan was a loving father
who cared for his children, never
thrusting his views on.them-
His final decision to come away
to this country was also taken
solely 1n their interest

' I do not think there is a
single development project or
resettlement of plantation work-
ers project in the Batticaloa area
1n which Rajan did not have a
hand. "l‘he Rotary Club, the
Y. M. C.A., the Methodist Chur-
ch and many ad hoc groups had
his wise guidance and council
Rajan was a man of few words
But what he had to say, he said
with courage and conviction
without being afraid of oxfending.
anyone. :

Whenever there was a tlood,
a cyclone, a Qroughtor any other
calamity, Rajan was in the fore-
tront organising relief. Men hike
him are the salt of the earth—
a leaven that leavens the whole
environment 1n which they live.

~ Ashe passed the threshold
of this world mto that realm in
which are the many mansions
that Jesus promised, | feel sure
Rajan was greeted with the
words 1 was hungry and you
ted me, thirsty and you gave
a drink, 1| was a stranger and
you received me in your home
aaked and you clothed me. | was;
sick and you took care of me,
in prison and you visited me —
Come, you that are blessed of
my father, come and’ possess the
the kingdom that has been pre-
pared tor you”,

We thank God for a life of
seryices and sacrifice. lived in
the tootsteps of Jesus—the frag-
rance of which will remain for
a very long umein ou
gndA minds. May he ﬁ(:xdr etizixr)tasl
Joy in the pressence of the Risen
Lord ! Amen.

[The Funeral Service at the
Finchley Methodist Church was
conducted by the Rav. Denfs Crea-

mer, assisted by Rev. John Ken
nedy who was

a Missiona
' 5 )
Batticaloa and was a ueighbou: nnac:

friend of the Selliahs. Rev. 5. M
Jacob paid the tribute, T"l'e ;:6m'
mittal rites at the Sp, M

His home was ¢ y :
e Ll ‘l“t W[H an opc.n_huvvu Crematorium  London fl’ylebone
atticaloa In the maintain- formed by Rev S \‘1 Jw”be] per-
+ 9. M. Jaco
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