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Kudathanai Church

The Area Children’s Rally
breught in children from Nunavil,
Chavakachcheri, Varany and Usan
Church

to the Kudathanai on
28-7-84. The Worship Service
was conducted at 3.30 p.m. by

Rev. M. Rajakulendran, the Cir-
cuit Pastor. Mas: A, Devaguna-
panthan led the Bible Lesson.

The Service was followed by
an Enatertainment by the children
which consisted of a Singing Com-
petition and some oriental dances.

Mr. A. V. Ponnu expressed
appreciation of the manoper in
which the Local Rally was con-

ducted and commended the child-
ren on their enthusiasm. Some
eighty people, children and adults
participated at the Rally.

Jaffna College

Examination Successes

The following Jaffna College
students on partial scholarships
sponsored by the Jaffaa Diocese
of the Church of South Iadia
have obtained first classes in the
B. Sc. examination this
They are:—

year.

Sinniah Suthaharan — Zoo-
logy — Madras Christian College.

Nirmaladevi Anandaratnam
— Botany — Madras Christian Col-
lege.

Mallika Kadirgamar — Botany
— Women’s Christian College.

Sundararajah Thevananthar
— Zoology —Bishop Heber College.

Mr. S. Thevananther also topp-
ed his class in the College and
also has several other accomplish-
ments to his credit, being the
President of the College Rotary
Club, the Tamil Manram and the
Science Association, winning also
several prizes in English and
Tamil oratory and essay writing-
He has been on several All-India
{Trichi) Radio programmes and
was invited to read a paper at
the World Christian Tamil Con-
ferance in Trichi two years aga.
He was an S. V. Balasingam Me-
morial Scholar at Jaffoa College
winning the prestigious award for
his performance at the OL Exa:
mination,

Northern Refugees

The Northern Province Wel-
fare Society for the Rehabilita-
tion of Refugees, has protested
against a directive that all refu-
gees including plantation workers
in refugee camps should vacate
the camps by 30-8-84.

As the first stage in a Re-
habilitation thrust . in ‘the North,
40 families now in welfare camps
at Kaithadi, are to be settled at
Maruwanpulam. Preliminary cons-
truction work for the building of
houses, each costing Rs. 18,000
has been undertaken with the
help of funds available.

The President of the Welfare
Society for the Rehabilitation ef

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee

Rev. Fr. Henry Ponniah was
the first diocesan priest who had
served and completed fifty years
in the Batticaloa - Trincomalee dio-
cese. He was bofn on 27th
March 1901 at Sengdlavady, Bat-
ticaloa.

Rev. Ir. Ponniah ' lost hig
parents when he was quite young
and was brought up by Rev. Fr.
Humphrey who adopted ,and edu-
cated him at St. Mfchael's Col-
lege, Batticaloa. !

He joined the m;ajor Seminary
in 1928 and Wwas ordained a priest
on August, 26, 1934, He has served
in - several parishes in the Batti-
caloa - Trincomalee diocese. He
was the Director of the Catcheti-
cal Centre, Batticaloa.

Art and Music, an antidote
for Violence

Mr. S. Piyasena, Deputy High
Commissioner for Sri Lanka in
Madras recently inaugurated the
birth anniversary celebrations of
the Tamil Saint, Amnagirinatfter,

The celebrations were orga-
nised by the Divine Service So-
ciety of Tambaram. Mr. Piyase-
pa said that Sri Lanka was a
land known for its divine music.
Art culture and civilisation alone,
he said, can resolve differences
that arise 'in the minds of men.

Mr. Pithukali Murugadas, re-
nowned religious singer of Tamil
Nadu invited Mr. Piyasena to in-
augurate the celebrations. Among
those who participated at the
celebrations were Mr. M. P. Somu:
well knowa Tamil writer, Mr.
T. M. Sivagurunathan, Special
Officer Municipalities and Mr. N.
Ramachandran, Secretary of the
Indian Fine Arts Society.

Wedding

Rajaratnam — Jeyui.nghnm

Rohan Rajaratnam and Vini-
tha Jeyasingham were joined in
Holy Matrimony at St. John's
Church, Chundikuli on Wednes-
day (29-8-84) at 8 a.m.

Rev. J. Sarvanandhan, the
Vicar of St. John’s Church, Chun-
dikuli performed the Nuptial Cere-
mony. Assisting him were Rev:
D. C. Ratnasingam, Presbyter of
the JDCSI Church at Erlalai and
Rev. S. S. Arulambalam, an uncle
of the bride who preached the
homily.

Rohan is the son of the late
Mr. M. Rajaratnam (formerly of
the Sri Lanka Administrative Ser-
vice) and of the late Mrs. Raja-
ratnam of South Erlalai. Vinitha
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs:
S. Jeyasingham of Chundikuli, and

a grand niece of Bishop Kulan-
dran.

Refugees is Mr. V. S. Thuraira-
jah. The General Secretary is

Mr, A. Rajalingam.

Foreign Employment

There has been a shift, from
the traditional West Asian coun-
tries to others.as Hawai, Papua
New New Guinea, Brurei, Malay-
sia, Singapore, Tanzania and Bar-
bados, according to a Survey
made by the Department of Cen-
sSus and' Statistics. A majority
of immigrants were sponsored by
unregistered Agencies. 24,185 left
the country through registered
agencies. 13,325 women found
employment as house maids, About
25,000 were sent abroad by non-
registered agencies.

Jaffna News in Brief

QO The Traumatic experience of
Jaffna parents has somewhat
eased with the release from
Boosa (a dentention Camp in
the Galle District) of most of
the detenus some of whom
were school lads.

O The 20,000 pensioners in the
North who drew their pensions
from the nearest post offices or
banks in the rural areas had
to go to the Jaffna Stadium or
to the Gurunagar Co-operative
School, to draw their August
Pensions. A grace note was
the provision for widows to

draw their pensions at the local -

post offices,

O  Schools have started as sche-
duled on 27-9-84.

But atten-
dance of children is yet to
reach normal. A number of
‘displaced’  teachers ( whose
transfer to home stations is yet
being looked into, since the
July 1983 disturbances) are

awaiting postings in the North
and East. Heads of Schools are
drawing and re-drawning Time
Tables to meet the situations
as they arise and are on edge
because of the unsettled ‘climate’.

O State Banks are yet to func-
normally. The Peoples Bank is
withholding its transactions with
cultivators in respect of articles
pawned till normal times permit
such transactions.

QO The shops and rvestaurants in
in the Jaffna Town area have
had a very lean time as they
were more closed than open and
customers are scarce because of
constant interruptions in trans-
port.

O The Jaffna Lawyer's Asso-
ciation at its meeting on 28-8-84
at which some 45 Attorneys at
law were present has accord-
ing to news reports passed a
a resoultion deploring. the da-
mage caused to the Atchuvely
residence of the acting Magis-
trate of Mallakam and to other
houses and buildings at Atchu-
vely and the loss of lives at
Mannar, Vavnniya, Valvettithu-
rai, Karaveddy and Kaithady-
The resolution will be forward-
ed to the President and the
Minister of National Security.
The Association has appealed
to the President to solve the
ethnic problem without further
delay. )
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Bishop Stephen Neill
Passes Away

The Rt. Rev. Stepben Neill
an outstanding Churchman, theo-
logian and ecumenical leader died
on the 24th of July, 1984 atthe
age of 83 at the Wryclif Hall,
Oxford. England. Stephen Neill
bad a brilliant academie career in
Cambridge haviog obtained a
double first in eclassics and in
theology. He came out as a
missionary to South India at the
young age of 24 and served as
Principal of a Theological Se-
minary in  Tinnevely. Later
he was consecrated Bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of Thirunelvely
in 1939. He was one of the
pioneers who contributed largely
to the draft of the Church Union
Scheme which led. to the forma-
tion of the Church of South In-
dia in 1947. He left India before
the inauguration of the C.S.I.
and continued his services to the
worldwide Church in various ea-
pacities. He was for some years
Associate General Secretary of the
world Council of Churches and
was a general editor of world
Cristian books for over ten years.
He bhas also held professorships
in German Universities and deli-
vered some of the prestigeous
foundation lectures in Europe and
America. His special field was
missiology. He has also written
extensively on theological and
historical subjects- He has many
books ta his credit. While in India
be mastered Tamil and wrote quite
‘a few theological bocks in Tamii
for the benefit of the Clergy and
theological students. In his death,
the world Church has lost a very
outstanding theologian and ecume-
nical leader.

Letter to the Editor

6th April 1984.
Pen- Pals Publication

We wish to apply through
you for the publication of our
names and address in your esteemed
journal. . We are Ghanans who
want to correspond with your
people through letters, inorder to
share ideas and know each others
culture. \

We highly hope our reguest
would be given an exceptional con-
sideration to enable us to achieve .
our aims.

Below are our necessary par-
ticulars : .

Name : Nana Mensah.
Age: ' 20 years.
Address: P.O. Box 86, .
Cape Coast. Ghana. W/A.
Hobbies: Reading, Movies, and
g Exchange Gifts.
Name: Juliane Mensah.
Age: 21 years.
Address: P.O. Box 1022,

Cape Coast. Ghana. W/A.
Hobbies: Music, Reading, Sports
and Currency.
We highly hope to hear from
our new friends through your
kindness.
Yours faithfully

Wxiten Nana Mensah.
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Marga Institute Seminar

The Second Chamber

Speakers at the Marga Insti-
tute Seminar on the proposal fo
establish a Second Chamber in
Sri Linka dealt with franl.\'ly 'CID tht;_
potency. and the posmbl.hty )
it being the means by which the
ethnic problem could be solved.

Mr. Victor Gunawardena,
Editor, Marga Institute, pr.esented
the keynote address, Quoting the
memorandum submitted toA th.e
All-Party Conference, he sal.(‘i it
souzht tor ‘'bridge” the —two
contradictory and apparently in-

. flexible positions taken up b‘yn.vq
gides ..on the one hand, District
Councils and no more, and on the
other, Regional Councils and no
less”. This seemingly intractable
problem was to be solveld by a
*Jogical compromise " whxf:h wquld
accept ' the basic anfi mflexlbl.e
principle that the District (;OUUCII

_ is the oaly sub-national unit at.a
structural level”. It would appear,
he said, that the proposal is not an
alternative to devolution but an
addition to some measure, which
is yet to be defined.

Looking at Sri Lanka’s past
experience with a Second Cham-
ber, he said that while there too
provision was made to appoin.t
educated people who have contri-
buted in various ways to the ad-
vancement of the country, it is a
matter of history that the norms
were not always observed. There
were some appointments that could
be justified only on the ground
that they were a reward for services
rendered. In apny case, the Cham-
ber is envisaged as a useful forum
for bilaneed and informed debate
on various issues, without too
much political partisanship. But
he asked, are these not the fuac-
tions of Parliment as well? By
implication is it suggested -that
balance and informed debate is
lacking in the other place, or that
it is vitiated by too much poli-
tical partisanship.

He also said that its powers
and functions were not delineated
carefully, which could lead to
problems later. | It cannot deal
. with constitutioral amendements,
money bills, public security, for-
eign ralations and any other “* sen-
sitive” areas. The latter term is
vague and anything could come
under it. Then, only the mini-
mum period of seven days be-
tween the gazetting and placing
on the Parliamentary Order Pa-
per would usually be available for
the proposed Chamber to diccuss
-Bills, which may not be enough
for it to perform itg scrutinising
function satisfactorily. And in the

15 Enter University from
Nintavur

Fifteen siudents belonging to
Nintavur village have been select-
ed to eater the Universities this
year. This is the first time that
a large number of students have
gained entry,

Medicine, Eogineering, Ma-
nagement, Commerce, Arts are
faculties thas they have been se-
lected for.

They are all past students of
Nintavur Al-Ashrag MV,

case of Bills labelled urgent in
the national interest, they would
not be given time at all. Iinally,
the Chamber is meant be a
continuing APC  but wnhqut
“ media publicity”. This, he S.AId,
is a denial of the public’s right
to be informed.

In the
My. Chelliah

to

ensuing discussion’
Kumarasuriar, @
Minister in the former Gova.n?-
ment, said that the ethnic crisis
resulted bscause there were people
who want to feel and to know
that they are ruling themselves
and others who want to feel we
are ruling over them. Even a
hundred Chambers, he said, ,wox?ld
be ineflective ‘‘unless we went in-
to the roots of the problem
and solved it there, We must
have more than a bridge in order
to settle the problem for all time".

Mr. A. Aziz, of the Democra-
tic Workers’ Congres§. said that
in his opinion, the solution must
be relevant to the problem. Dis-
tricts are too small to be viable
autonomous units. One must, he
said, accept the fact that the
problem is national apart from
being ethnic. Vast parts of our
rural areas, not just the North
and the East, are uadeveloped too,
If provincial councils are created
with legislative and executive au-
thority, those representatives would
see that the periphery, too, gets
developed and the Western province
bias would be erased. Thus, the
problems of the Sinhalese, quite
apart from those of the minorities
alone, would be solved, he conti-
nued, stressing the national di-
mension of the problem.” We must
be able to allow everybody to feel
Sri Lankan,

Mr. Dayan Jayatilleke said
that the present constitution empha-
sises the centralisation of power.
Therefore, if 'meaningful decentralj
sation is to be brought about to
solve the problems: major chang-
ers in the idea of a central
government would be necessary.

| Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy

said that there must be medn-
ingful sharing of actual power for
the proposed Chamber to work.
The Chamber, as presently en-
visaged, can’t be composed differen-
tly from Parliament. It does not
give the minorities a  stropng
presence., Therefore any legislation
that the minorities may see as
contrary to their interests could
be pissed —the proposed Second
Chamber having only the power
to delay it.

Courtesy : Island 17-8-84,

Many social organisations in

the villrge have got together to
give the students an impressive
recéption.
In brief

O  The Akharipattu Branch of
the YMCA has provided 16 fa-

milies houses each costing Rs.

15,000 at Thandiyad in the
Thirokovil AGA division. Rey,
Fr. Mariathas is President of

the Branch,
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For the Record

President’s Views on

Countering ‘‘ Terrorism”
The following are
lient points [talken from a report
in the CDN of 27 8-84] on Pre-
sident Jeyawardene's views regard-
ing the government’s approach to
the contemporary political crisis.
These views were reported to have
been expressed in an interview
with ' Indian Express’’.

some Sa-

Israeli Assistance

"1 would have been glad to
get help from anywhere, but I
am tald that the government of
India lobbied with various govern.
ments not to help us improve our
intelligence and command opera-
tions "',

‘' We were left with no choice
but to go to the Israelis and a
British private firm for assistance.”

August Violence

Tamil separatists are cam-
paigning for a separate Tamil state
in northern Sri Lanka where the
country’s 26 million Tamil mino-
rity is concentrated.

The campaign has been mark-
ed by bloody violence. About 100
people died in the latest flare up

earlier this month. F

He described as outrageous
Indian reports that Israelis were
training Sri Lankans to assasinate
the chief minister of the Indian
Tamil Nadu state, M. G. Rama.
chandran.

The All Party Talks

Once the guerrillas “ ronounce
terrorism, they will be welcomed
to participate in the all-party eon-
ference to consider what elements
of devolution can be reasonably
considered by the government
within  ihe framework of the
second chamber”,

But he ruled out any option
that would lead to a de facto
partition of the country.

_ The President said it was
not enough for the major Tamil
political party, the Tamil United

Liberation Front (TULF), to
participate in the all-party con-
ference.

He <caid the TULF “ must

also begins to accept the outlines
of our proposals”, but added that
"I realize they will have difficul-
ty selling any proposal short of
eelam [ separate nation) to the
Tamil extremists in the North.

Education

Teachers for Religion

One hundred and twenty eight -

teachers for religion (Moulavis)
hvve been appointed for Muslim
schools. 78 are women and 50
are men. They are currently
undergoing a two-weeks training
course at Addalaichenai Training
College under the direction of Mr
S. H. M. Jameel the Principal of'
the Addalaichenai Training College

who recently obtained his M, A,
Degree from the Jaffoa Univer-
sity —the first Muslim to obtain

a post graduate degree from the
Unsversity of Jaffna,

Health

Eye Surgeon decries
Sun Glasses

Sun-glasses, which is an addic-
tion among many in Sri Lanka,
could adversely affect ones vision
and should not be resorted to, ac-
cording to Dr. S. Anandarajan Con-
sultant Eye Surgeon who address-

ed recently the Negombo Lions
Club, ** Lionistic” year dinner
meeting,

There were some 50,000 blind
people in Sri Lanka he saids
although the incidence of serious
eye diseases is not common in
our country. Cataract was a com-
mon ailment of which the patients
need not worry. The operation
for its removal was “a very
simple one”. But glaucoma was
a serious type of illness. He had
spotted 15 cases among 150 he
had examined in Colomba.

The ‘Lazy Eye’ and the
Squint eye among children should .
be attended to, early. Lack of
Vitamin A should be early reme-
died in children. Diabetics should,
in particular, be careful to ward
off minor eye ailments as they
are most susceptible to serious
eye conditions- :

Musie
“Certain Sounds”

‘*Certain Sounds’ is ‘the name
of a group of ten young peo-
ple who are currently in Sri
Lanka (ranging in age from 18
to 28 ). Put together by the
Youth' for Christ in New Zea-
land,: the team is here to com-
municate to our people the Chris-
tian message through music, dra-
ma and dancing.

The  Youth for Christ, Sri
Lanka who is sponmsoring the
tour hold twn concerts at Ladies
College Hall today (31-3-84) and
tomorrow (1-9-84),

The Director and Trainer,
Mr, Jeff Jodd says “ we want to
show that Christianity is relevant.
It is not dull or boring bat can
be an exciting and fulfilling way
of life.”

Lconony
The Sri Lankan Realities

Though the current aceount
is still in deficit and some pub-
lic sector corporations are ‘' hope-
lessly mismanaged”’. Finance Mi-
nister Ronnie de Mel is hopeful
that the balance of payments at
the end of the year will provide
“a surplus” of over US 200 mil-"
lion dollars (5000 million rupees)
by the end of the year.

But the country cannot, says
the Minister live for ever beyond
our means. Sri Lanka earns only
50 cents for every rupee spent
and exports only 55 cents for
every rupee of its imports. Tea
prices in the world market are
volatile. Already it is some 20%
below the pesk price in January.
The country also cannot expect
foreign aid aud remittances frem
the Middle last as before.
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