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Indira Gandhi — A Doyen of World Statesmen
[19-11-1917 to 31e10-84 ]

Prime Minister of India
[1966 — 1977 : 1980 — 1984 ]

"“"The path of violence is peri-
lous and freedom seldom exists
for long, where there is vio-
lence.”

[ Excerpted from Pandit Nehru's
Speach on the occasion of the immer-
sion of Mahatma's ashes on 12-2-1948.]

* #* *

There are few people in
each century whose life and
work affect the lives of a large
segment of the people in the
world:- One such person was
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Prime Mi-
nister of India who began her
life in the shadow of her illus-
trious father Jawaharlal Nehru
but soon emerged into the full
light of her own day.

Childhood

As the only daughter of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Indra
was only four years old when
in 1921, her father went to
prison for the first time to
protest British rule over the
sub-continent. She spent an
unhappy childhood immersed
in the politics of rebellion.

“1 have no recollection of
games, children’s parties or play-
ing with others children”, she
is once reported to have said
*'all my games were political
ones and I was like Joan of
Arc, perpetually being burned
at the stake”.

In the Saddle

She came to power in 1966,
after the sudden death of her
father’s successor, Lal Bahadur
Sastri. In choosing Mrs. Gandhi
who had served briefly as
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting in Sastri’s cabinet,
as Prime Minister, the ruling
Bosses of the Congress Party
apparently hoped to acquire a
politically popular but compli=
ant Prime Minister.

But passive compliancy was

the least of Indra Gandhi's
traits. Like Father Jawaharlal
she was educated in England.
Like him she had little faith
in “small talk”, ¢ suffered
fools poorly”, and governed

imperiously, although she tended
to delegate more business than
her father did

She married a Parsi Lawyer
Feroze Gandhi and was blessed
with two sons — Sanjay and
Rajiv.

General Elections

In 1971, a year ahead of
schedule, she called for a
general election, campaigned on
the populist Hindi slogan, garib;
hatao (abolish poverty). The
New Congress Party won two
thirds of the seats in the Lok
Sabba.

A Set-back

In July 1975, Mrs. Gandhi
had to suspend civil liberties
for a time in the world’s largest
democracy and second most pe-
pulous nation ( now 700 million ).
In defending her stance, she
is reported to have said that
it was not a personal matter.
“It is not important whether
I remain Prime Minister or not,
The instituition of Prime Minis-
ter must remain.

As she probably foresaw,
the political tactics of of Jeya-
prakash Narayan, a mercurial,
one time disciple of Mahatma
Gandhi got the better of Indira’s
political designs and strategy-
Narayan announced a week-
long massive civil disobedience_
campaign to force Mrs. Gandhi
from office He called for anti-
Indira rallies in all state
capitals.

*“Mrs. Gandhi has used a
hammer to kill a fly” said
then a Indian foreign service
officer. **If she misses, the
consequences would be dire
for India.”

The ‘hammer’ did miss
the target. With the defeat
of Indira Gandhi at the polls»
the strangehold of the Indian
National Congress one' of the
centuries great political move-
ments and the ruling party in
India for three decades, was
considerably loosened. In what
was the world’s most important
elections since World War 11,
Mrs. Gandhi lost her seat and
Moraji Desai (then 81) who
had spent 19 months in de-
lention became the fourth Prime
Minister of India, leading a
fractious coalition party.

The Came-back

Indira Gandhi came back
to power in 1980, forming a
full scale government. Desai
could not last long oniy on an
anti-Indira stance as his avowed
government Policy

But all the same, Ind.ira
Gandhi found herself battling
against recalcitrant problem,

the like of which her father
never faced,

The Indian political scene
during the last few montps.
without doubt, has been ‘scribs
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bled o’er’ as never before. The
confluence of forces that now
convulse the country Pakistan's
nuclear threat affecting regional
security, the new low in Indo-
US relations, the 1ok Dal's
Party’s insistence of a common
flag and symbol, the recurrent
ethnic nightmare, (egged on by
politicians) and daughter-in-law
Menaka’s decision having formed
a new Party to contest the
Amethi constituency where Rajiy
Gandhi was the candidate of
the Ruling Party — have all
been ‘grist to the mill’ in
Indira Gandhi is terrific political
schedule. " .

[India goes to the polls be-
fore January 20, when the pre-
sent Parliament expire ]

“ History's Blackest Wednesday '’

Madras Information, volume
XVIIL, July, 1964, November 7
which is a memorial Number
commemorating the life and

work of Jawaharlal Nehru (we

have a copy of this preserved
in our file), recording the death
of Nehru on the first page in
bold letters in a cage has the
following memorable lines:-

“It was history’s blackest
Wednesday (May 27th, 1964).
As the clock struck two, death
snatched away the darling of
millions, Jawaharlal Nehru,

Seven top doctors battled in
vain for eight hours but the
eyes which were closed in the
mornig never opened again”

The ‘record’ goes on to
state that one of the last acts
of the Prime Minister Nehru
was to bring from Dehra Dun.
some rose plant nurseries to
replenish his own stock in the
garden of the Prime Ministers’
residence.

The death of Indira Gandhi
and her last act, her intended
interview with a British actor
and his film crew in the same
garden where her father was to
perform his last act, makes the
account of Indira Gandhi’s death
on 31-10-84 a touching postcript
to the record of the death of

her illustrious father, Pandit
Nehru
Violence and revenge

But there was this im-

portant difference in the tragic
episode. Indira died of violence
and possible revenge — a pheno-
menon so characteristic of our
modern age. The events
following her death in New
Delhi and the suburbs are not
close to the events which
engulfed our own country of
Sri Lanka during the dark days
of July 1983.

In this Indian context how-
ever we are reminded of those
lines (not very often quoted)
which Shakespeare put into thg
mouth of his hero in his
¢ Poetic Drama’ — Hamlet,

The Christmas Carol Service
of
St. John’s College
and
Chundikuli Girls’ College
will take place
at St. John the Baptist Church
Chundikuli
on Sunday the 18th November
1984 at 430 p.m.
Please inform others interested
Thank you,
The Principals
—_ T AW e

JAFFNA CHT'STIAN UNION
75th Anniversary
Celebrations
on Saturday, (1-12-84)
at Trimmer Hall, Jaffna
830a.m:

.

Thanksgiving Service
of Holy Communion
(concelebrated )

St. Peter’s Church
10-30 a. m. Public Meeting

12-00 noon Fellowship Lunch

[ Please obtain a cayd (Rs. 1/-)

early from your Pastor to fa-
cilitate Lunch arrangements.]

Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan

Secratary
Advent, 1984,

Lions Club, Vaddukoddai

The following are the Office
Bearers of the Lions Club of Vadda-
koddai elected for the Lionistic Year
1984 / 1985:

President :
rathan.

Secretary: Lion Dr. V. Nithi-
yanandan. X

Treasurer: Lion T. Raghu.

Bulletin Editor: Lion K, Gu-
naratnam, b

Directors: Lion K. Arunasalam,
Lion T. Nadarajah, Lion R. A. Re-
tchakan, Lion M. Sabanathan, Lion
K. Sabaratnam, Lion E. Saravana-
pavan, Lion M. Sathivel, Lion
E. Vijayaratnam.

Lion Dr. T, Pahei-

A willain kills my father and
for that
I, his sole son, do this same
villain send
To heaven.

0O, this is hire and salary
not revenge.”
( Italics are ours)

Proud Boast ]

‘“All my life has beem at
the service of the people’ I_n-
dira Gandhi had often said.
This is no proud boast. Sh_e
can rightfully claim, that it
was during her tenure that
India became the indisputabl_e
super-power of the sub-conti-
nent and a nuclear one to
boost. No wonder Mrs Gandhi
found it difficult to imagine any-

( Continue on page 6)
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“Thy will be done”

Asia Youth Assembly, Delh;
(Sept. 25 — Oct. 10, 1984 )

Masked faces, painted lungied
bodies swaying in eerie dance to
the rhythm of a throbbing drum
beat; audience and performers link-
ing till both seemed as one — with
such dramatic scenes of the portrayal
of the battle of good versus evil, of
people against oppresion, the final
curtain was rung down on the first
Asia Youth Assembly beld at Delhi,

This conference, the first ecu-
menical conference of yeuth since a
convocation im the Phillipines 20
years ago, was co-sponsored by the
Youth Desk of the Christian con-
ference of Asia, and the World
student Christian Federation Asia—
Pacific region. It brought together
Christian (and a few non Christian)
youth from more than 20 countries,
from South, South East and East
Asia and the Pacific region. All in
all, at least two hundred and fifty
delegates of various colours, sizes
and ideologies responded to the call
to Assemble at Delhi. I was one
among the fourteen strong delega-
tions from Sri Lanka.

The theme of the conference
was "' Thy will be done” and there.
fore its aim was to forgo a new ecu-
menism and to chart the agenda for
the future for youth in Asia. It
strove to make us youth realise and
decide how best God’s will could be
done in the context of the struggles
of the peoples of Asia today.

Expesure Programme

Prior to the main sessions in
Delhi, an exposure programrie was
organised for us from Sept 25 to
Oct 1 st. This unique programme
exposed us to the realities and main
issues in India today and thereby
. helped us to gain an insight into not
only the struggles of the Indian
peoples but of our own as well. De.
legates were organised into small
groups at the various points of
entry into India and then taken
into the field. We were brought
face to face with the multi dimen-
sional nature of the oppressive
forces at work in Indian society to-
day. For many delegates it was
their first intimate contaet with ab-
ject poverty and the experience
served to shock many out of com-
placency. The problems of casteism,
landlessness, poverty, gavernment
corruption and insensitivity,and eco-
nomic exploitation were brought
home to us in their stark reality.
There is a silver lining to this mias-
ma of gloom, however, and we
were impressed and inspired by the
work of many committed organisa-
tions striving against overwhe Iming
odds to help these people break free
from the repressive shackles that
bine them: We learned much from
them,

The Conference

The plenary sessions took place
from the 2ndto 10th Octat the
Picturesqe campus of St.Stepheh’s
College Delhi. The opening session
was addressed by prominent Chris-
tian leaders ‘including Dr. Yapkim
Hao, General Secretary, CCA, and
Bishop Paulos Mar Gregorios,
President W S C F Asia Pacific
region.

The conference was conducted
in several sessions beginning each
day with worship that, conducted
in  various langusges and forms,

highlighted the idigenisation of
Christianity in Asia today. Several
Key note addresses were made on
Asain issues, Peoplee movements
etc. Witness sessions highlighted
the struggles of a few oppressed
peoples in Asia. The problem of
Tamils in Sri Lanka was one of
those that was given prominence
and there was considerable sympa-
thy and support for our struggle.
Workshops on specific issues strove
to map eut common strategies of
involvement in people’s movements
and a new ecumenical vision for the
future,

In addition to these there were
of course the lively informal discus-
sions amongst small groups and
interpersonalsharing of issues. Mu-
sie and dance sessions helped to
further strengthen the ecomraderie

amongst delegates.

Most of the delegates were
actively involved in the struggles
and sufferings of their respective
people. Liberation theology, socia-
lism and even Marxist philosophy
has changed the out look of Chris-
tian youth today. No greater irony
exists than that this has been partly
due to the effects seen ia Asia of the
explorative and imperialistic poli-
cies of Western democracies, Im-
perialism, exploitation ( social, eco-
nemic, political), oppresion of wo-
men and militarisation were identi-
fied as the major issues of our day,
and methods of combatting them
discussed. The confidence delegates
possessed in their ability to bring
about meaningful change was encou-
raging. It was all too evident hew-
ever that being a minority in the
Asian region, Christians have to
learn to work with other Progressive
groups to forge a common front in
our struggles.

Like most other such meetings
this conference too had its fair share
of short comings. However, most
of us felt that much had been achje.
ved. The conference consolidated
the work of the movement of the
past decades. It proved to be a
highly effective way of advancing
CCA Youth’s priorities, of consoli-
dating the movement at all levels,
buildings links between many move.-
ments and stimulating reflection on
an ecumenical vision for Asia. The
conference gave voice te the strug-
gles of many voiceless suffering peo-
ple of Asia and supported the just
struggles of the Tamils in Sri Lanka,
the Maoris of Aceteroa (New Zea-
land ) Kanaks of New Caledonia,
the East Thimorese and the peeple
of the Phillipines,

In Delhi “we celebrated our
Youth, strengthening each other to
resist all forms of social control and
political repressions; we rejoiced in
our youth fullness and our Spirit of
freedom; We prayed for and derived
strength from youths who are locked
in prison or have been killed because
they believe in self determination
and human dignity”,

We reaffirmed our faith in the
people and in the life of Jesus.

We challenged all Asian Chris-
tlans to do God’s will here in Asia,

Thy Will be Done.
Dr.D. C. Ambalavnnar,

A.C. Thambyrajah the Pastor
who made us want to
become pastors

November 1st, All Saints’ Day
is also the death anniversary of
the Rev. A. C. Thambyrajah,
Sunday the 4th of November will
be obgerved as Ministerial Train-
ing Sunday in our Diocese, Ag
I think of these occasions and re-
call to mind Thambyrajah potha-
gar’s pastoral ministry and contri-
bution to church history, memories
of many events flash through my
mind. Many there would be who
knew and admired him as the
founder and architect of Navajee-
vanam, which . has undoubtedly
caused new life fo blossom in
many a boy who but for Nava-
jeevanam would have been dis-
carded deadloads of society, But
I for ene hold him in high esteem
and remember him gratefally,
purely for what he as parish priest
meant to youth and laymembersg
of the churches he served before
he left the peninsula,

Every time I catch myself
napping in church work I see in
my mind. T, Pothagar in action
accomplishing happily and success.

fully what seem uphill tasks to
me,

As a little boy I have ob.
served him keeping this morning
watch all by himself on the
wooden seat under a tree in the
Chavakachcheri Church compound.
That must have been his source
of power and strength, wisdom
and love. He delivered the most
apt sermen on every special oc-
casion and at every Sunday morn-
ing wership service. Bishop Kulan-
dran speaking at the Diocesan
thanksgiving memorial service held
at Uduvil last year said that
when Rev. Thambyrajah ascended
the pulpit and began to preach
the whole congregation felt like
the psalmist when he said ‘‘ The
Lord is in his holy temple. Let
all the earth keep silence before
him”. That exactly was my ex-
perience even as a schoolboy.
I used to gaze at him with awe
and wonder and taste for myself
the majesty and glory of God
when T. Pothagar * prophesied.
His illustrations are fresh in my
mind.

He was in his early thirties
when he became pastor of the
Vaddukoddai Church and people
still talk of how senior science
masters and other staff of Jaffna
College came regularly carrying
their Bibles to T. Pothagar’s
weekly Bible study in the cathe-
dral.

Pastors are repeatedly re-
minded that evangelistic work is
primarily their responsibility in
their respective areas and they
should do this work without wait-
ing for the Evangelistic Ofﬁcef
to prod them. At Chavakachcheri
we knew no Evangelistic Officer
but I remember participating in a
number of T. Pothagar’s evange-
listic meetings with magic lantern
slide shows, choral bajans, lay-
preacher's messages and dramas
in the Drieberg College hall, a
wayside open air space at Nuna-
vil, Usan school, Vaithilinga mas-
ter's front yard ete,
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. Pastors are encouraged to get
nvolved in the social life of their
villages and not confine themgelves
to their chureh compounds, At
Chavakachcheri T. Pothagar was
President of the Community Centre,
a trusted counsellor to the M. P.
and the Town Council Chairman
and a sought after personality to
adorn the stage at every publie
function. Hindu and Christian
students of Driebergs looked for-

ward alike to his weekly Assembly
talks,

The poor and the downtrodden
of society had in him an under,
standing and warm companion-
During a period when casteblood
ran thicker than the water of
baptism even in the churches of
Jaffoa  he had as his adopted
children at his home which was
already full with light of his own
boys, others from the lowest of
minority communities. The mea-
sures he took to abolish  castism
in some churches were daring,

With youth he had an inimit-
able way of getting alosg. His
humour. joviality and cheerfulness
were magaetic. He organised youth
camps mainly for youth of his
own church and spent days with
them at Nainativa and other
campsites. The Church Caro.
Party under his leadership became
not only respectable and splemn
but was also an enjoyable ex-
perience for all the boys and girls
of his Church. Of the Sunday
School he and Pothagarammah
were always the life-wires.

The observation of Holy Week
with daily Bible Study meditations
was hardly known in our churches
before his time. The now known
tradition of church procession and
prayer meeting at the Church
grave yards on Holy Saturday
was first started by him at
Chavakachcheri.

I remember alse T. Pothagar
as the Secretary of the Jaffna-
Christian Union organising the
Conventions at the Fort Churchl
Once he put me in charge of the
bookstall there. I observed how
carefully and thoughtfully he
planned the details of the pro-
gramme and arrangements and
with - what clockwork precision
gverything was worked oat ac-
cording to his plans — speakers
hospitality and transport, pandals,
loudspeakers, choir, lunch packets,
bymn sheets, beoks and refresh-
ment stalls etc. ete.

It was my delight to bave
been with him as a teenager when
he carried out the building pro-
gramme to comrlete the Chava-
kachcheri - Church raising funds
through carnivals (Vinothini M-hil;
chimanram) and finance campaigns
and then organise the Dadication
ceremony with the release of a
Souvenir to mark the 125th anni-
versary of the Church. Or what
joy it was to be his apprentice,
to be his errand boy.

Today again I weep for Tham-
byrajah pothagar who showed me
what ap exciting and great job
the pastor’s is and made me as.
pire to be owe from my childhood,

S.N. &
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The Death of a Matriarch

By:

“No great man lives ift vain.
The history of the world is but
the biography of great men .

— Thomas Carlyle:

The suddenness, unexep~
tedness and the brutal nature
of it made the news even more
numbing and shocking: For
many it was difficult to accept:
The colossus who bestrode the
Indian scene for the most part
of the last two decades was no
more. With her death at the
cruel hands of assassins on the
31st of October, the awesome
presence and power of Indira
Priyadarshini Gandhi was ab-
ruptly removed from the helm,
to which it was accustomed,
of the largest functioning de-
mocracy.

Her death, at a time when
India is going through its worst
period of internal crises, segved
to open vistas of uncertainty
for the future of the teeming,
diverse millions who people that
great nation. It has already
let loose a Pandora’s box of
violence that has swept through
the northern part of the coun-
try and has threatened to fur-
ther estrange communities. The
unthinking perpetrators of this
violence should take to heart
her words * Do not shed blood;
shed hatred”. It is hoped that
the new Prime Minister and
and his Government can effec-
tively douse the flames of com-
munalism and begin the pro-
cess of healing the deep wounds
that at present mar the great-
ness of that sprawling country,

Indira Gandhi was born
with a silver spoon in her
mouth. From the early days
of dreaming of herself as Joan
of .Arc, through the heady pe-
riod of the independence strug-
gle, to learning the finer points
of statecraft from her illustri-
ous father, she was being pre-
pared for her subsequent pre-
miership. She was a lady of
courage, charisma, commangd.
ing personality and blessed with
great political acumen. She
ruled the subcontinent for 16
years and during that peripd
stamped her personality force-
fully on the Indian political
scene. In an era of command.
ing world leaders she was a
leading figure in the interna.
tional forum as well. The great
tragedy for India was that, ins-
pite of her mass popularity and
undoubted abilities, she could
not lead India to better times.
1n¢ present state of crises, to
which she was ironically her-
selt a victim, is in part due
to the policies she fostered
_Iu the last few years, secur-.
ing her own power and autho-

nty took precedence over
the
many problems that beset her

country. Ironically it was i
tpe field of international arSeI::
tions that she earned most of
her laurels. Being the chair-
person of the nonaligned move-
ment and one of the nominees
for this year's Nobel Peace
Prize are testimony to that.

A Champion of Tamil Aspirations
_ No community, surely, will
miss her presence more than

D. C. Ambalavanar

the Tamils of Sri Lanka. fl‘o us
she was a leader who eminent-
ly espoused and suppo_rted our
struggles for emancipation- Be-
fore and during the time of
our worst crises in July 83, —
at a time when our leaders
were neutralised and our gov-
ernment had given in, to tpe
¢ natural desires’ of the majo-
rity, it was Mrs: Gandhi who
voiced our fears, condemeped
the injustices perpetrated against
us, gave us courage and con-
tinuous support. She had even
said that * The racial problems
of Sri Lanka are India’s prob-
lems as well”. She understood
fully well our aspirations, and,
in the ensuing' months atter
the riots continually urged a
fair and just negotiated settle-
ment. Is it surprising then
that we looked to her and her
government for succour more
than we did to our own?
Cynics may point out that her
concern was motivated more
by politics than by genuine
sympathy. It makes not an
jota of difference. At a time
when the Tamil community is
sore oppressed, her absence
leaves us with one less friend
and supporter. As one of
the security forces succinct-
ly expressed it * what will you
Tamils do, now that your
mother is dead?”.

The news of her death
was received with initial dis-
belief that gave way to uni-
versal sorrow amongst the Ta-
mils. The old and the young
all shared the same feelings of
anguish and we felt as one
with our Indian neighbours.
The self imposed and complete
hartel, the innumerable black
flags on vehicles, posts and
buildings, the banana trees and
palm leaf decorations that be
deecked roads in even the re-
motest villages, the garlanded
photographs, the sporadic ex-
plosions of hand bombs, poetic
expressions of sadness and the
sorrowful faces bare poignant
testimony to the great affec-
tion and esteem that Mrs.
Gandhi was held in. One great
tragedy is that she could not
visit Jaffna and see for herself
the great regard in which she
is held. Evan sadder that she
will not see the day of Free-
dom that will surely dawn for
us.

As we watched the flames
consume her mortal remains
the realisation sank home that
she had made her last jour-
ney ”... from the unreal to the
real, from darkness to light,
from death to immortality *.
Indira Gandhi is no more, but
the lives of great people are
never in vain. Her spirit will
surely continue to permeate
t‘hrough the fabric of Indian
life and society. It is our fer-
ven't prayer that what she truly
asp;red for India but could net
achieve during her life time
may one day soon be realised,
and that India may once more
pe a nation:  *“ Where the mind
Is without fear and the head
is held high”. Yes, Indira
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Mrs. Indira Gandhi........
( Continued from page 7)

Uduvil Church

Mr. M. A. Ratnam

The death occurred at Uduvil on

one else serving as India’s Prime 100 16th 1984 of Mr. M.A. Rat-

Minister.
Right Conclusions

It was her view as a head
of a state that even monumental
miscalculations may lead
right conclusions. In this view,

nam at the residence of his grand—
daughter Mrs. A. R. Thambiappah,
The funeral service was conducted
by the Revd. S. N. Sugunananthan,
assisted by the Rev. Sam Alfred and
t0  Rev.S. Solomon of the Anglican
Church.

The lesson was read by

she stood unique among other Mrs. A. R. Thambiappah. Revd. D.

heads of state:

The following extract, taken
from her address at the Con-

vocation of a university in
Delhi reflects the mould in
which she was cast by her
father :—

* The purpose of thinking is
not to be right at every step
but to use it for right con-
clusions. Marconi
transmitting wireless waves over
the Atlantic ocean

R. Ambalavanar preached the ser-
mon.

Mr. Ratnam worked for many

years in Colombo and was among
the pioneers at Nugegoda, who start-
ed a Tamil service at St. John's
Church, Nugegoda.

After his return te Jaffoa, he

was a member of the North Erlalai
Church of the JDCSI andits deli-
succeeded in gate to the Council for many years.
He also put up a hall at Punnalai-
through kadduvan North for the use of the

following up an erroneous idea Church asan Evapgelistic Center.

that the waves will follow the
curvature of the earth”

It may be that the great-
est achievements of Indira Gan-
dhi will be posthumous and
that in death, as in life, she
will be a moral force, a strength
of spirit and a faith in man’s
ultimate triumph.

= CPE.R.

Navaly South
Rural Development Society

The Annual General Meeting
of Navaly South Rural Development
Society { founded 1942) was held
on the 7th October at St. Peter’s
R. C. School Navaly. The meet-
ing was presided over by Mr. K.
Shanmuganathan Assistant Govern-
ment agent, Sandilipay. The Pre-
sideat, A. G. A, Mr. S. B. Jeyeku-
mar R. D, O, Mr. R. Nithiananthan
G. S. and Mr. A. C. Sebanayagam
A. G. A Uduvil spoke commending
the various activities of the society.

He died at the ripe age of 96,

leaving behind a number of children,
grand children and great—grand
children to keep his memory green.

Evangelistic Centre,
Sathiapuram

Fifteen adults and ten child-

ren were baptised at Sathiapuram

Evangelistic Centre at Uduvil on
28.10.84 'at a special Service con-
ducted by Rev.S. N. Sugunanan-
than at 5 p. m.

The Centre was opened on
22.9.84 Youth Fellowship and
Women’s Fellowship meetings are

beld regularly at the Centre every
week. Sathiapuram is an evange-
listic outpost of the JDCSI where
a new building has been recently
constructed which will serve the
needs of the villagers for their
various activities as serving classes,
study groups, evangelistic meetings
and cottage industries.

Embassy Clasifications

The following office bearers Sri Lankan Emigrants to US

were elected unanimouslv

President’ Mr. W. N. Theva-
kadadcham.

Vice Presidents: Mr. S. S. Si-
vapatham, Mr. A. C. Jebaratnam.

Hony Secretary: Mr. N. Yoga-
nathan.

Asst, Secretary: Mr. C. Sugan-
tharan.

Auditor: Mr. V. Jeyasingham.

Seven other committee mem-
bers also were elected. The meet-
ing came to the end with a usefull
discussion, The vote of thanks was
propesed by the asst secretary.

Gandhi is no more and we
who remain can only be thank-
ful for. a great life lived in
our midst

“I thing continually of those
who were truly great —

The names of those who in

their lives fought for life,
who wore at their hearts the
fire's centre.

— Born of the sun they tra-
velled a short while towards
the sun,

And left the vivid asr signed
with their honowr ",

Registered as a Nuwsbabsria;rt’hc GP— OvSr

( most
from India ),
of convenience between a U. S.
citizen and a prospective immi-
grant are generally looked upon
with
only one such case has came up
according to the U.S. Embassy
Officer in Sri Lanka (in charge of
visas),
Lankans in
All applications are considered in
chronological order.

~ US Embassy’s Consular Offi-
cer in Charge of visa issues Mrs.
Caryl M. Courtney has clarified
the position regarding immigrant -
visas to US.

else
the

Sri Lankans as anyone
have to take their place in
world queue. It is a very long
queue. The maximum pumber of
visas granted per year is 270,000.
The Sri Lanka share is 223.

The Philipines
highest number of immagrant
visas every year. This is because
of the population and the number
eligible for visas as wife, husband

receives the

or child of an American citizen..

e
Mergers of convenience”
common with applicants

that is a marriage

suspicion. In Sri Lanka

There are now some 500
the Waiting List.

( CON 9-10-84)

i Lanka under No. QB.[59/300/26/82.
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