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Editor’s Note

We regret that owing to
unexpected Public Holidays on
the 22nd and 23rd of Novem-
ber, we had to skip our issue
of November 23.

Any inconvenience to rea-
ders and Subscribes is regret-
ted.

University of Jaffne

Ph. D. on Water Resources
of Jaffna

R. Mathanakaran Lecturer in
Geography at the University of
Jaffna has been awarded Ph. D.
by the University of Mysore for

his resarch on the Water Re-
sources of Jaffna.
Dr. Mathanakaran after his

Honours degree in Geography at
the University of Ceylon was at-
tached to the Undergraduate De-
partment of Jaffna College. While
he was a lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Jaffna he proceeded to
Mysore University on & Common-
wealth Scholarship. He was placed
first in the Masters Degree and
obtained a First class. He also
won two gold medals for his
academic excellence.

Nominations as Planned for
Vavuniya, Manipay

The elections department is
going ahead with its arrangements
for receiving nominations on Ne-
vember 30 for the Vavuniya and
Manipay by—elections, acting Elec-
tions Commissioner K.N.W. Abey-
sekera said.

By — efections to these two
seats and a dozen more in the
North and East were postponed
under an amendment to the ele-
ction law enacted on March 6
enabling such postponement for a
period of one year,

Accordingly, electiors to ten
of these seats must be held on
or before January 19, 1985, and
by — elections for Kopay and Point
Pedro before March 14, 1985.

By — elections for Trinco-
malee and Padirippu, also post-
poned under this amendment, have
since been re—postponed indefi-
nitely, under the Emergency.

The number of voters at both
Vavuniya and Manipay have ex-
panded significantly since the 1977
general election. Vavuniya has
19, 193 new voters while Mani-
pay has added 11, 838.

Faculty of Agriculture for
Jaffna University

Under the new ' corporate
plan’ for university education in
Sri Lanka, A Faculty of Agricul-
ture is te be established for the
Jaffna University. Man power
needs at the national level wills
it is learnt, be taken into con-
sideration and not the physical
resources available at each Uni-
versity, when implementing the
new Cerporate Plan, Among other

The Political Prisoner

Under a government which
imprisons any unjustly, the true
place for a just mam is also a
prison— the only house in a slave
state in wich a free man
abide with honour.

can

= Thoreau

Spend no tears
Say no prayers
for the man in
the concrete cage

True, no glimmer
of light beckons
at the end of
the long corridor
of his ¥future”

Even a whisper
of a trial never
reaches his ear

True, no visitor
calls at his moss —
Jined cell to tell
him the time and
integer of year
Only the gaoler
bringing his meagre
ration of mildewed
biscuits and piss —
like tea that start
up painfully again -
his festering ulcer

Still, say no prayer
Spend no tears

for this comrade in
the concrete cage
He has his honour

But for you and I
who daily stroll
under the sun with
fear —locked tongues

You and I who have
doubly pawned
our lives for lies

You and 1

who bicker at

the government
yet pay our taxes
rant against

the censor yet
subscribe to the
national newspaper

For you and I, mister
who walk these

city’s barren streets
in a midday stupor
save your prayers
and shed your tears
for you and I

walk without honour,

Cecil Rajendra
Malaysia

‘units’, proposed for the Jaffna
University are an Institute for
Siddha Medicine, Worker Educa-
tion, a Centre for Chemistry and
a Fisheries Biology Unit.

New courses are proposed in
Law, Medicine, Arts, Science and
Engineering in all Uaniversities
where these Faculties exist.

The decision to establish the
Faculty of Agriculture at the Jaff-
na University was taken much
earlier but remained unimplemented,

Holy Matrimony.

Mr. & Mrs. Welc

of

and

h Balasingam

" Gitanjali”, 22, Samuel Mann Road’ Uduvil,

Mrs. N. Vyravipillai ‘

of " Selvastan”,
have pleasure in announcing the fort

Chenkalady,

hecoming marriage of their childreﬁ,

RAHINI & BALENDRAN

at the Putney Methodﬁst Church on Saturday
I5th December, 1984, at 3.00 p.m.
Your prayers are kindly solicited on this happy occasion,

21, Blythe Vale,
Catford,

Londom, S, E, 6.

The United Kingdom,

Born Again Radical
A Book Rewiew by
Dr. Robert Porter

Pilgrim Press (United Church
sf Christ) recently published the
autobiography of one of its most
daring pastors — Don Benedict; and
this year the United States Pos-
tal Serviece has honoured a career
missionary, Frank C. Laubach,
who served with the ancestor of
the UCBWM, with its 30-cent
stamp in the Great Americans de-
finitive series. Laubach, born in
1884, went with his wife Effa in
1915 to work in the Philippines,
among the Muslim Maranaos, who
had no written language. He
adapted the Roman alphabet to
their language, creating symbols
to  represent phonetic sounds.
During the depression, when it
was difficult to pay teachers, a
Maranao chief devised the ' Each-
One-Teach-One” scheme, which
became one of Dr. Laubach’s
principles. Later, as missionary-
at-large, he developed primers in
more than 300 languages. After
his retirement he founded Laubach
Literacy International: he also
authored forty books, including
The World is Learning Compas-
sion and Wake Up or Blow Up.
His home town was Benton,
Pennsylvania.

Born Again Radical is the
title of Don Benedict’s book:
" For me, ‘born again’ means both
being born into a world of pover-
ty and suffering also feeling what
it means to be despised and re-
jected; and ‘radical’ pertains te
the root. The radieal person gets
at the roots, searches out the
source, cause, or principle,” Be-
nedict grew up Methodist, but
when he decided, at the outbreak
of World War II, not even to
register for the draft (into the
armed services) and was there-
fore imprisoned, his church aban-
doned him. Nevertheless, like
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, when it be-
came known what Hitler was
doing to the Jews of Europe, he
changed his mind: he enlisted,
Yet he maintained his radical at-
titude: ''I have known many
men who came out of the army
and went into business for them-
selves because they never again
wanted to take orders. Along
with this aggravated passion for

For the Record

Jaffna' Incidents

The Attack on the Chavakacheri
Pelice Station (20-11-84)

The final count of the dead
and injured are:— 27 killed of
whom 24 were policemen and
three civilians. Seven policemen
were injured out of whom six
are policemen and the other the
cook,

Itis reported that tha “terro.
rists” who attacked the Police
Station were from the groups
called ‘TELO’ aod ‘LTTE’
with the assistance of other yeuth
who did the “mopping up opera-
tions”.

The army had dome four
combing up operations and arrested
15 ‘terrorists’.

[ Sunday Observer 25-11-34. ]

The Varuthalaivilan Bomb
explosion

At the incident at Varuthalai-
vilan (on 19-11-84.) a village
some nine miles away from Jaffna
town, Brigadier A. Ariaperuma
lost his life.

Following this incident accor-
ding to reports some eleven hous-
es in the vicinity were damaged
according to reports made to the
AGA Tellippalai through the
Grama sevaka of the area.

A sum of 11 lakhs of rupees
has been claimed as damages to
buildings and parsonal belongings
by the victims who had taken
refuge in the houses of friends
and relations living on neighbo-
uring villages.

independence in the army ranks
went a tendency to applaud any
confrontation with autherity when-
ever it could be dome, short of
battle conditions. I emjoy such
confrontations. The desire to argue
one’s oppoment into & state of
confusion or to broach authority
for justice's sake is not unchris-
tian in itself, but the enjoyment
of it may be...1 have never he-
sitated to speak out against a.utko-
rity.” Would we had more like
him !

(ta e continued)
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Redd Barna

one of the five Norwegian welfare organisations

Redd Barna, its tenth year of service in

working in Sri Lanka, celebrates

the island, this year. - . j
The organisations started. its v\for}(_ in Sl:’} Larollr:a zlvltphr;

health Clinic in Karainagar-. Today_ it is v\lr]or Il\Ingth s

j ttered in nine districts mamly. in t e North, i

T ks of some 100,000 people, mainly children an as a

ég;ugivtenient Rs. 30,000 million for Sri Lanka.

It is also a significant feature of Redd Barna that though
i c:rlis in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Central
Xfrvivca, Sri Lanka is their biggest venture.

i i Barna in Sri Lanka is
ident Representative of Redd B« { ’
Tl;\iaﬁzsLiverod whose main concern is chxldren.s welfare
ﬁln:ecountry where nearly half the population are children

i i i olitical context in July '83 and 'after.

Hetl:e IZOzz:r;m;esdli;ekepn on the semblance of the plams.of
e Homer's Iliad where ‘‘swords sever heads. and armies
goor (li%wn opposing ranks”, it was Red Barna which (accord-
?:;wto reliable sources) was the first interqational NGO to come
forward and help the afflicted from becoming a symbol of fear
and futility. | .
Redd Barna’s message as the message of similar organi-

i i i hat progress in a country
tions clatters in, on all' sides t
(s::nnot be measured solely in terms of the GNP, real of other-

wise “where there are no roofs, there are no leaks”. Quality
of life has a deeper connotation.
Tinted glasses

A very salutary measure taken by the government in the

grim context of violence and proclivity for yiolence in the coun-
try is the decision that tinted or shaded windscreens should be
removed from all motor vehicles.

Identification of occupants of vehicles from a distance of 25
metres has been found to be difficult with tinted or shaded
windscreens which enable the occupants to see the outside world
but not the outside world to see the occupants.

The political scene in the country today would not.have
been so sordid if our political and religious leaders had viewed
events with naked eyes.

“Men should be what they seem or those that be not,
would they might seen mone.” : (Shakespear in Othello)

It was the tinted windscreen in our political wagon in the
later forties which made our leaders comfortably settled in their
seats (most of them had their education abroad) fail to see
that an educational policy implemented with frenzied fervour
segregating the various language groups in the country in their
formative years would eventually imperil the very unity of the
nation.

What the country sorely needs as leaders today is not poli-
tical or religious go-getters but men of * plain dimensions” who

have a strong twinge of conscience in emotionally heated Coun-
cils :—

“Men should be what they seem oy those that be not, would
they might seem none.” [From Shakespear's Othello]

Minister of Education and Youth Affirs in an *Interview’
published in the Island (2511-84) has put his finger on the
sore spot in the national malaise

“The Ministry of Youth affairs as well as Government and
non-government organisations have progressed in bringing young
people together with the aim of fostering national harmony......
But this cannot be done by a programme among students and
young people alone. There is a cleavage in Society itself.”

Without bringing elders together there is no possibility of solv-
ing this question,

Making scapegrats of youth and shooting them down merci-
lessly and in turn provoking them to take up arms against

their assaulters wold not solve the problems entrenched in our
society.

Says Colin Moris a ‘writer on South African Liberation
Movements :—

“The freedom fighter whether he operates in Zambesi Valley
or in a Chicago ghetto is not introducing violence into a peace-
ful society. He is responding pathetically to a greater violence
which is no less murderous because it is Clothed in the majesty
of the Law.”

It is a poignant reflection that in Sri Lanka every inch
taken in the country by the government or citizen’s organisa-
tion towards national harmony has been overruled by the hard-
liners —the ‘ elders and not the youth of our country who only
continue to be the most intensely discussed’ and dissected gene-
ration in our annals.

Prize Day Function

at Jaffna College

[ Sonie cxccrpts from the Prize Day Address of Mr. K. Pooranampiilai,

Principal Emeritus.]

An important function of the
school is to change society, to rid it
of its evils. In the early years of
Bicknell’s Principalship, he brought
about a change for all time in Jaffna
Scoiety, when he admitted a Harijan
to school. Many parents removed
their children from the school in
protest; the number on roll fell from
300 to 75; but the Principal was
firm, and those who left came back.
Every school and every pupil can
help. Let us recall the wm":is of
Bicknell on another occasion: "O ye
but into the world. And in it, do
not be deadweights, or dumb spec-
tatons, or carping critics; but be
active participants, witnessing for
Christ. Live a free life—free froc.n
the shackles of unreasonable tradi-
tion, of meaningless customs or
scientific beliefs, and free to live a
life abounding in service to yom:
Chureh, communityi and country.’
Great words these from a great man!

Iam glad that the Principal
has begun computer classes and an
English Language Laboratory. I
should like to refer to some others.
Today, time and space are shortened,
and satellite photography has made
it difficult to pile up arms secretly.
Do we think that the mnation—
states, over 150 in number, big
and small, will continue for -all
time as independant states. Inter
— dependence is increasing. When
the European Common Market
was started, an English woman
wrote: ‘' We are taking the first
step towards a United States of
Europe.” Politically, the NATO
nations and America act together.
So do the nations of the Com-
munist loc. Imperceptibly, inevi-
tably, we are moving tewards
what Wendell Wilkie called “‘One
World” and what Tennyson had
dreamed of, “The Parliament of
Man’ and the ‘‘Federation of the
World.” Are we right in teach-
ing, "My Country is the World”
or "My school is the best of
all.” Rethinking of coacepts of
patriotism is necessary.

If the movement towards a
World State and World Govern-
ment gathers strength, there are,
on the other hand, damgers of
encroachments on individual free-
dom. Aldeus Huxley in “Brave
New World”, Orwell in his book
'*1984” and E.M, Forster in “The
Machine 'Shop” bhave seunded
warningS. In an Anthology for
use in American schools, is a
section entitled “Many Tomorrows’
— being stories of what the world
may be like in° the future,
American children are being pre-
pared to face the dangers of
regimented life. Qur pupils too
need to be so prepared,

Finally what should be the
|anguage of instruction in the
higher forms — at the tertiary Je-
vels? Lord Bowden, Principal of
the anchester College of Techng-
logy, writing in the 'New Sci.
entist” in 1964, said that Scien-
tific knowledge was doudling itself
every ten years, About a year ga
ago, a speaker at the inauguration
— Sri Lanka Institute of Funda.
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mental studies said that scientific

knowledge doubles itself every five

years. 1t is obvious that this
new knowledge will not be avail-
able in our national languages,
The Central Institute, for the /
Development of Indian Languages,
Mysore, India, after research,
ported that at the higher levels,

as against students who learnt

through the Indian Languages,

those who learnt through Enpglish,
“performed better and revealed a
keener intellect.” Such z verdict
from this Institute should be taken
seriously. The fact is, not that
our languages are inherently infe-
rior, but that they have not been
developed for communicating mg.
dern thought, whether in the pg_
tural or social sciences. By the
time our languages develop enough
to express available, new knowledge
will have accumulated, So, it
will be in the national as  well
as individual interest to use Eng.
lish at the tertiary levels. There
is a growing body of opinion in

re-

Sri Lanka that (1 ) some at
least of the subjects in Grades
6 to 10 should be taught in

English, and (2) after that, the
language of learning should be
English. In the G.CE AL
Forms, an additional year may
be given for raising the Enpglish
standard of the pupils,

Till the Government makes
up its mind, Private Schools can
take the initiative for raising the
standard of English. (1) Teach-
ers, themselves competenr speakers
of the language, should be given
the best training possible, abroad
if necessary. (2) The Teaching
of English as a second language
—as against its teaching as a
foreign language — needs more
time; and the number in a lern-

ing group must be near 15 than
above that number. Then will
our popils perform better and
have keen intellects,

Sinhala Collaborator was
Working for Marxist state

A Sinhalese was among the
terrorist suspects National Security
Minister Lalith Athulatmudali met,
when he opened the Joint Ser-
vices Special Operations (Jossop)
headquaters at Vavuniya, last
Saturday.

Mr. Athulathmudali spoke to
suspects held in detention cells at
JOSSOP headquarters, to inquire
into their welfare and involvement
with the terrorist movements,

One suspect, Aravinda, alias
Ravi, told Mr. Athulathmudali

that he was fighting for a mar- |

xist state covering
€ountry, rather
Tamil state.

the
than a

whole
separate

Mr. Athulathmudali replied; "I
too, once believed that ]
change the world in one
But I was wrong”,

Mr. Athulathmudali had ear-
lier opened the JOSSOP head-
quarters complex. He also signed
the visitor's book and made the

following entry. “JOSSGP is
here to stay, to keep the unity
of Sri Lanka”,

could
day.

[CDN 12-11-84]

Jaffina on Friday, 30th November 1984
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