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of the Morning Star to:-
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* Morning Star ",
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Posthumous Honour for
Christian Educator

At a ceremony recently at
St. Peter’'s Basilica Pope John
Paul proclaimed Bro. Mignel a
respected Educator of Ecuador,
as one of the Catholic Churches
saints. the highest honour that
the Catholic Church can bes-
tow.

Bro. Mignel belongs to a
religious community ,of Educa-
tors who in 1868 have been
pioneers of education in Sri
Lanka and established several
Roman Catholic instituitions as
St. Benedict’'s College, Kota-~
hena and St Annes, Kurune-
galle, St. Anthony’s Wattala
ete., etc.

The founder of this teach-
ing order was a French cler-
gyman, John Baptist De La Salle
who was canonised at the turn
of the century.

Bro. Mignel is the second
Christian Brother to be made
a Saint

Collected Speeches of Indira

The Soviet Union is to
publish a collection of speeches
by the late Indian Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi covering the
last period of her life and par-
ticularly Indian-Soviet relations,
Tass news agency reported
today.

The collection of speeches
made between 1980 and 1984
is to be published by Progress
Publishers, an arm of the state
publishing agency specialising
in works in foreign languages.

Moscow  regarded Mrs
Gandhi as a friend of the
Soviet. Union. Soviet publishers
had already brought out an
earlier collection of her speeches
on foreign policy.

Blind Girl to Scale Everest

Thirty — four year — old Julie
Donnelly, who lost her eye sight
at eight, will not let her blind.
ness deter her from taking on
the mighty Himalayas.

Ms. Julie, a bank employer
from East London, plans to begin
her perilous journey on Novembee
24 from Paphlu, near Kathmandu
in Nepal, trek 200 miles through
the heart of the Himalayas to a
base camp at 17,500 ft and then
attempt the World’s highest peak.

Ms. Julie's travelling compa-
nion will be Elaine Brook, a
photographer and Himalayan guide
from southwest England,

The pair has been rock climb-
Ing for several weeks in the lake

and peak districts of northern
England. They will be roped
together for the awkward parts

of their long haul through Nepal
to Everast itself,
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. Mountbatten Film

The film Mountbatten, 1S
being shot in Kandy. The
story covers the Indian scene
for two years — 1947 & 1948.
Mountbatten was sworn as
Viceroy on 22-3-1946 and ad-
ministered the transfer of power
from British Raj to Indepen-
dent India and supervised the
partition of the sub-continent
into India and Pakistan. He
was Supreme Allied Comman-
der for South East Asia from
1943 —46. The British Prime
Minister Clement Attlee invited
him to accept the post of
Viceroy of India.

The role of Mountbatten is
being played by British actor,
Nicol Williamson, that of Ma-
hatma Gandhi by Sam Daster
a Parsi settled down in Eng-
land. He is also a film actor.

Scots born Iasn Richardson,
a leading actor in the Royal
Shakespeare Company ( best
known for his portrayal of
Hamlet) plays the role of
Jawaharlal Nehru and Polish-
born Vladek Sheybal, the role
of Jinnah.

Mrs. Judith de Paul produ-
ces the film and plays Indira
Gandhi. Judith won the pres-
tigious Emmy Award.

In 1947, Mountbatten and
Mahatma Gandhi worked to-
gether to contain violence in
India. Gandhi undertook two
fasts and paid the supreme
sacrifice on 30-1-1948.

Kandy has been chosen as
the ideal place for recreating
episodes connected with the
partition of the sub-continent.

Mother Teresa invited to
visit China

Mother Teresa of Calcutta
has been invited to visit China
and will probably go early next
year, the Italian Catholic month-
ly 30 Giorni (30 days) said
today.

It said the Nobel Peace
Prize winner and founder of
the Missionaries of Charity
Order, who was highly regard-
ed by Pope John Paul, had been
invited by the pro-government
patriotic wing of the Roman
Catholic = Church in  China,
which does not recognise Vati-
can authority.

The Yugoslav-born Mother
Teresa would be the second
influential Roman Catholic to
receive an invitation, the maga-
zine said. The other was Car-
dinal Jaime Sin of the Philip-
pines.

The Magazine said her
visit assumed greater signifi
cance in the light of Cardinal
Sin’s recent talks in Pekin
with Chinese leaders, which it
described as the first thaw in
icy relations between the Vati-
can and China. (Reuter)

Message of Greetings from
the National Christian Council
of Sri Lanka to the Jaffna
Christian Union on the
occasion of its
75th Anniversary Celebrations

On behalf of the Officers
and members of the National
Christian Council of Sri Lanka,
1 am pleased to send our
warmest gre%hgs to the Jaff-
na Christian Union on the
occasion of S 75th Annivers
sary Celebrations. ; The Jaffna
Christian Union:* which was
affiliated to the National Chris-
tian Council of Sri Lanka thir.
ty years ago as a Provincial
Auxiliary has remained ever
since then as an active Cons-
tituent Unit of ours, We join
with you in giving thanks to
God our Father that through
the Grace of His Son Jesus
Christ, He has guided, streng-
thened and sustained your
Union during the past seventy
five years.

The Ecumenical Movement
entered a new phase in its
history at the last Vancouver
Assembly. Its theme — Jesus
Christ, the Life of the World —
challenged us to renew - our
commitment to the ecumenical
vision, to mission and evangel-
ism, and to justice and peace.
It also challenged us to re-
think the ways in which we
express our commitment to the
basic affirmations in the ecu-
menical movement.

We are confident that your
Anniversary Celebrations will
also be an occasion for simi-
lar renewal of commitment as
well as rethinking. As the
Sixth Assembly’s message sta-
ted: ¢ Life in all its fulness
reflects the loving communion
of God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. This is the pattern for
our life, a gift filled with won-
der and glory, priceless, fra-
gile and irreplaceable. Only
when we respond in a loving
relationship with God. with
one another, and with the na-
tural world there can be life
in its fulness, The misery and
chaos of the world result from
the rejection of God's design
tor us.”

We are aware that you are
meeting at a particularly diffi-
cult time in the life of the
people in the North. = We be-
lieve that the Anniversary Ce-
lebrations will be an opportu-
nity for you to consider new
forms of witness for these times
in obedience to the Lord who
has called us Christians are
challenged everywhere more
than ever to be with the peo.
ple knowing that the forces of
death are strong but believing
that the gift of life in Christ
is stronger.

On this occasion we pray
for God's abundant blessings
on the Jaffna Christian Union
and its members in the many

———

Holiday Notice

J! Dy NS
Treasurer’s Office

The Office of the I Dl /ST
Treasurer will be closed for busi-
ness for Christmas Holidays from
Monday the 24th to Wednesday

2nd, January, 1985 (both days in-
clusive),

e | SRRSO, (i)

N_ational Christian Council
Full-time Youth Secretary

WANTED dynamic

w young
Christian  to co-ordinate Youth
Work  amongst denominational

Youth Groups, organise Confer-
eaces and Training Programmes
and help local Youth Groups.

AGE: 20—30 years.

Proficient in Sinhala apd
Eoglish, preferably with Tamil.
Minimum 3 passes at G, C.E,
(A.L.). Experience with Youth
Organisations. Willing to travel
extensively.

Terms Negotiable. Initially
3 year renewable contrat, Apply
before 25-12-84, with full biodata
and certificates.

General Secretary,
National Christian Couneil
490/2, Havelock Road,
Colombo 6.

Shirley J. S. Peiris,
National Christian Council
Full-time Youth Secretary.

IN MEMORIAM

o

IN LovING MEMORY
OF

Victor Rasiah Selvarajah

called to rest on 23-12-1983

“Return unto thy rest, O my
Soul; for the Lord hath deali
bountifully with thee.’

Psalm 11 te 7.

Fondly remembered
. by your loved ones.
Mani Cot,
. Point Pedro.

Recruitment to banks

Finance and Planning Mi-
nister Ronnie de Mel has said
in Parliament that very soon
every electorate would be given
five bank appointments.

He said these appointments
would even be given to elec-
torates represented by Opposi-
tion members.

more years to come as you
seek to serve the Lord with
rededication and deeper com-=
mitment in the midst of many
a challenge through Christ'an
brotherhood, love, service and
witness. i
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EDITORIAL
A Flicker of Hope

Emerging out of a 61 - hour curfew ordeal on 1?.‘-.15.%;4,
while scufrying to the nearest gmcer'y’ store for his pun\gha.ses
of a few measures of rice (at Rs 12)— perr measure ), coconut
(at Rs. 11/- a nut) and brinjals ( at Rs 23/— a kll().) etc., elgc:.
to serve the immediate nceds‘of _Lhc family, several thoughts,
perhaps, cross the Jaffna man’s mind. :

In the first instance he is confused‘ the qverriding public
ssue seems to be now not tp net the ‘terrorists’ .but almost
the entire civilian population in the North, so that in .the pro-
cess, a few ‘terrorists’ could also be caught-

ice- ital-goer, the only
Whether he be an office-goer, or a hospi »
measure available is to be a pedest_nan The few CTB buses
cam;ot cope with the rush to get 1into the town for work or
business. There is mo other means of normal transport.

ing on this sordid situation, he at times becomes lgsfs
philizgﬁgganlgand recalls to mind the story of the Roman citi-
zen who when asked what he would desire to be written on
his tombstone replied curtly — Ero un Pedene ( I was a pet_:les-
trian ). He felt that not owning a car 1s his greatest distinc-
tion as a Roman.

Resiliency, the distinctive hall mark of 'the Northerne_r, has
its own limitations. His economy may 'be. in shambles, his tra-
velling comforts may be reduced to a minimum, (he does not
mind reverting to the bullock cart, .1f c_attle fodder within his
means ) but what grates on his spirit is the thought that he
and his family of adolescent children are susp_ended on a dread
web of terror and horror at the ‘ideolt_)glca! violence unlpashed
on them periodically whether they live in Jaffna or in any
other part of the island.

We hold no brief for militants in any part of the country.
While crying out fo be heard they often shout down a spea.ker
before they even find out what he has to say. They are im-
pulsive by nature and unrelenting to the point of obstinacy.
But all the same some of their problems too are real as the
government has always admitted These problems have to be
solved with sensitivity and taste.

As we write these notes, a new wind is blowing. Two
leaders of world stature, one representative of the world’s lar-
gest democracy and the other a representative of the world's
most open democracy have swung their weight, to help us to
find a way out of our deepening crises.

It was Ebba Ebban, the Israli Minister of Foreign Affairs
who once said “men and nations do behave wisely when all
other alternatives have been exhausted ”.

Dr. D. T. Niles put the same' sentiment in a Christian
perspective when he said * Hope in God arises out of the ruins
in our expectations” (Bishop Laksman Wickremasinghe concludes
his last Pastoral Letter with this quotation ).

Our own reaction as a Christian Weekly is that if any-
thing happens at the Round Table at the BMICH on the cru-
cial days 15th and 16th of December, itz must happen in some-
body’s heart.

To that end we hope the prayers of the Christian Church
and other religious bodies will be heard. it

New Year Holidays Amended Fr. Singarayer case adjourns

till further notice
The 1985 Sinhala and Tamil

New Year public and bank
holidays have been amended.
Originally these two holidays
tell on a Saturday and Sunday.

The Home Ministry has
now advanced the two dates
to * Friday April 12 - the day
prior to the Sinhala Tamil New
Year’s Day” and ‘“ Saturday
April 13- the Sinhala and Ta-
mil New Year’s Day.”

It i§ expected that the
Mercantile holidays too will be
amended accordingly.

As High Court Judge, Mr.
D. G Jayalath has been appoint-
ed a Judge of the Court of
Appeal. Proceedings in the case
against Father A. Singarayer
and Father Anton Sinnarasa
under the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act were put off Wed-
nesday.

The Interpreter Mudaliyar
of the Court, Mr. P. Thomp-
son in announcing this said
that the case was adjourned
till further notice.

Yesterday the Court was
to have given its order on the
application of the State to
amend the indictment .and
counsel were present and the
first accused, Fr. Singarayer
had also been brought to the
court premises from remand

Originally the holidays de-
clared for the 1985 Sinhala
and Tamil New Year were
April 13 (Saturday) and April
14 ( Sunday ).

A Home Ministry spokes-
man said that the dates were

Born Again Radical
A Book Review by
Dr. Robert Porter

Continued from our last issue

As a divinity student at Union
Theological Seminary he found
himself drawn to the injustices
toward and poverty of the mino-
rities living in Harlem, and while
yet a studeat, he and several
friends developed a group minis-
try in the ghetto that became a
model for his life’s work, which
took him to other ghettoes, main-
ly those of Cleveland and Chi-
cago. The group devised four
major disciplines in order to keep
themselves wunited and their at-
tention focused — worship, that is
a common devotional life; voca-
tion, that is commitment to the
group and its common authority;
economy, that is a salary based
on sharing and need; politics, that
is group solidarity in supporting
any action on an issue like hous-
ing, police brutality, etc. And
the work began, in abandoned
store-fronts, as the group slowly
won the confidence of the thous-
ands living in the one small area
where they worked. Worship and
Sunday School formed a corps of
loeal members who in turn helped
the team to help the oppressed —
be it in instances of police bru-
tality and the inevitable false
witness given by corrupt officials,
be it in housing conditions like
the prevalence of rats or the
lack of heating, be it in drug
addiction or alcoholism.

Lest this sound too facile, I
would like to point out that even
Don Benedict may have been un-
aware at the time of the monolithic
lack of interest in the problems of
the poor and the racial minorities
of New York City displayed by the
metropelitan authorities. Robert
Caro’s magnificent biography of

New York City in our times,
ostensibly the biography of one
man, Robert Moses, who ruled

over city parks and traffic cons-
truction projects for forty years,
makes it abundantly clear how
much just one man’s (Robert
Moses’s) aversion to the poor
made assisting them a monumen-

tally difficult task. The Power
Broker, winner of the Pulitzer
Prize, documents the extreme

helplessness of such people in the
face of politieians, political ma-
chines, and power-hungry indivi-
duals like Moses in twentieth-cen-
tury New York. It seems there-
fore almost incredible that a very
small group of idealist seminari-
ans could begin a project in the
face of these tremendous odds
that was to become a model for
self-help  organizations in the
ghetto up to the present day.

Nevertheless, Benedict’s most
difficult work was te come later,
in Chicago, where, through the
old Chicago City Missionary So-
ciety, he was to put to work all
the skills acquired along the way
in both New York and Cleveland:
in combatting one of the most
blatantly racist urban systems in
the world, While establishing an
Urban Training Center for Chris-
tian Mission there he and his

co-workers had to withstand some
of the worst examples of police
brutality 1 have ever heard of
outside of the Union of South
Africa. But they did suceeed in
organizing, from the most humble
grass roots, the people the
neighborhoods  in  which  they
worked, very gradually winning
the cooperation of local industrias_
for example, who previously would
hire Blacks only for menial tasks.

of

Not only did Benedict and his
associates have to put up with
extreme police harassmont, but

their work received practically no
sympathetic support from the news
media— both news reporting and
police apparently under the con.
trol of the racist political machine
of Mayor Daley. “ One of the
most successful programs to come

out of Dr. King’s movament in
Chicago was Operation Bread-
basket. Even with a total black-

out by the mass media, it deve-
loped a selective buying campaign
in the black churches that opened
up several major companies for
black employment, and obtained
millions of dollars of new income
for the ghetto.”

The most startling revelation
in the story came, however, with
the lawsuit that the Better Goy-
ernment Association and the Alli-
ance to End Repression brought
against the Chicago Police De.-
partment, the FBI, Mayor Daley
and others in 1975. It was learn-
ed that Benedict and the Urban
Training Centre and the Commu-
nity Renewal Society had been
the object of a full-scale police
investigation called Swim II, and
that when the judge ordered the
police department fiies opened, re-
cords consisting of twelve volumes,
the index to which contained the

names of 1,669 individuals and
groups, first came to public at-
tention. Writes Benediet: "I

was outraged and shocked to see
index cards with my name and
the name of the Society labeled
‘subversive’ and stamped "GANG”
in large letters... The investiga-
tors reported that Union (Theo-
logical Seminary) promoted com-
munist, radical, and subversive
ideologies; because leaders of the
CRS (Community Renewal So-
ciety) were trained at Union,
they promoted these ideologies.”
This was the Nixon era, during
which the offices of even the
Internal Revenue Service were
used to destroy organizations sup-
porting work in the inner city.

The work has gone on; now

the wife of one co-worker, Har-
riet Ziegenhals, directs a Com-
munity Renewal Chorus of 150

peeple of all ages that is of pro-
fessional quality, ‘‘and on tours
to Rumania, Poland, and Russia
the group's interracial and inter-
ethnic character has presented
an ideal image of America.” We
owe it to determined ‘‘ born-again
radicals” like Don Benedict that
there is any ideal image at all
that can be presented abroad!

University of Jafina

Chair in Saiva Siddhanta

A Chair in Saiva Siddhanta
has been instituted at the Univer-
sity of Jaffna. It is a special
endowment Chair and for the
time being It will be under the
Department of Philosophy.

amended as according to astro-
logical calculations New Year s
Day next year falls on April

(CDN 28-11-84)
13 and not on April 14 ars
gazetted in July this year.
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