# l]NDELIVERED ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:=
) The Manager,
“ Morning Star”,
Vaddukoddai.

Corrections

Some errors and omissi{m have
“ occured in our Christmas issue of
21-12-.84 which we deeply regret,
Sanders Hall

In the article on
on the first page the initials of
5, the author —I. P, T. have been
. inadvertently omitted.
The article on ' The Last
of the Kingsbury”, in the 12¢h

line in Para 3, the wor‘d lca”‘ffi
should be substituted for '‘learned’.

The article on Page 10 on
the * Manipay YMCA"™ in the
3rd line in Para 4, the word

draped should be substituted for
"' droped .

Political Notes

Unlike the three wise men
'of yore, the Government of
Sri Lanka has not been bear-
" ing gifts for anyone this Christ-
' mas season, least of all to the
Tamil people. In a move that
took all by surprise, the cabi-
net on 26th December decided
to withdraw all the proposals
of the All Party Conterence
that had been put forward on
the 17th and 2lst December.
The reason, ostensibly, was
_because the Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF ) had
rejected the proposals as not
gomng sufficiently far enough
o solve the problems of the
Yamils, While the Government
1S now trying to place the onus
of blame on the TULF this
Is in direct contrast to the
President’s earlier statements
that . the Government would
implement the proposals of the
AFC with or without TULF’s
approval. Even as recently as
the 23rd of December a senior
cabinet Minister had stated, at
a4 public meeting, that the
Government would g0 ahead
without the TULF in imple-
menting the proposals,

In addition to the TULF,
| the proposals were also rejected
by Mr. Cyril Mathew, Minister
of Industries and Scientific
affairs (who was most un
scientific in his criticisms ), the
main opposition party the SLFP
( under Mrs. Bandaranaike ) and
by the all powerful Buddhist
_Maha Sangha In fact the
‘President was forced to ask the
®00d minister to resign, the
only action of his Excellency s
that has met with the peo-
complete approval of the Tamil
ple. Political observers, there-
fore, feel that the Gevernment’s
velte face with regard to these
proposals is in mainy, due to
W the opposition to it from the

Sinhala parties and organisa.
Mtions, without whose approval
the Government would find it
difficult to implement any pro-
posal unless of course it had
the conviction and courage to
do so.

All eyes are now on New-
Delhi to see what the newly
tlected Prime Minister's views
yill be regarding “the ethnic

)

. it means displeasing the Sinha-
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problem here. It is interest- Crisis in the Medical Ffont

ing to see the change in att.itude
towards Mr. Rajiv G'fmdhl by
our leaders following his thump-

The government health service

is 1,040 doctors short of cadre,

from a deficit of 900 a few
i i olls From up

g siory st e pulg) pein (fSRAECEE
him as a * political novice” Spokesman said.

“ L
our Government lgaders have We don’t know how we can

now changed their vocabulary run .the country’s health service
to include adjectives such as if the shortage keeps mounting
‘dynamic’! The Government like this”, he said.

and the Tamils look to him The department has not been

from very different veiwpoints.
The Tamils of course hop-

successful in recruiting the requir-
ed number of dactors graduating

ing that India will now reassert from the medical schools every
its role in the negotiation vear. Of the 300 who graduated
process thereby ensuring ajust 1ast year, only 250 joined the
solution All that the Govern- department,

ment hopes for is that Mr The rest left the country even

Gandhi will get tough with witheut doing their internship.
the Tamil ‘‘terrorists”” who “Some of those who joined quit
are now causing them enough for greener pastures elsewhere.
and more trouble. Some didn’t even tell us they

A reason for optimism was Were leaving”, he said.

the tough message passed on "Imagine our plight”, he added.
to ‘the President by General The cadre of 2,268 was fixed
Vernon Walters on behal%l%& We are now nearly
President Reagon and probably ba¥ short of that figure”.

reinforced later by the message [ CDN 20-12-84]
sent through Senator Charles
Percy. The U S, obviously Letter to the Editor \
heping for improved ties with
India under a more westernised
Prime Minister, has advised
the Sri Lanka Government to
grant genuine - devolution of
powers to the Tamils even if

Application for Pen-Pals

We are Ghanaian students of
21 and 22 years of age. And we are
interested in  having pen-friends
from your country and all over
the world. We received your address
from our Ghanaians news papers.
And we decided to write to you and
publish our name and addresses
in your news papers for us. So
here are our particulars. Try to
help us editor.

lese, and also to make use of
India as a mediator once again.

These few good omens
were however nullified by news
that the Government has decid-
ed to forthwith deploy cannons

and 500kg explosives in the Name : Mary Esi Annan
North to step up their offensive Aoy 2onyrs

against the " terrorists ”. Know- iy :

ing the ' terrorists” killed in Henrneg: if l?xé)s“' o
the past it looks as if the ; N e R e
civilian population is in for a Haguesg B.Admm“.m pl&.‘ymg' Meg
torrid vime! The 2 of vnes,. Llstenm.g to Pop
National Security has also stat- Music i, Disan,

ed at a public meeting that Name: Lucy Betty Mensah
before long all youth should Age: 21 yrs.

have had a military training. Address: Clo. P. O, Box 0694,
He is presumably referring Takoradi, Ghanpa.

to only the Sinhalese youth. pyopbies: Reading,  Swimming,
During  this exhortation for Exchange of Gifts, ete., etc.
more young men [0 join the

We beg you editor, to try to
belp us. We need pen-friends
from your country. Try to do s0.

services hle made the promise
that for every ‘‘terrorist” ip
Tamil Nadu the Government
would train a hundred, and
thereby inadvertently paid the
“terrorists ” a compliment. In
the midst of all these prepara-
tions the Tamils continue to
live with their fingers crossecl.

D. CiA,

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,
Mery Esi Annah
&
Lucy Betty Mensah.

mittee also brought home 268
letters from the youth to be
handed over te their parents.

@ Itis learnt that the Sillalas
Villuge Community Cantre has,
through the Bishop of Chilaw
made  representation to the
government that some of those
arrested and detained for investi-
gations in this area were le-
prosy patients and steps have
been taken to segregate them
and attend to their needs. Dr.
Subanthan Innasithamby is mov-
log in this matter,

1N BRIER

® At the detention camp of
Boosa, there are, according to
news reports, 503 Tamill youth.
The Secretary of the Jaffoa
Citizens Committee along with
some other members of the
Committee were allowed to visit
these detainees and distribute to
them clothing to the value of
some 50,000 rupees, the expen-
ses beiog met by the Citizens'
Committee itself, The Com.

FOR ADVERTISEMEN
Apply to:

The Manager,
‘ Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai,

* Wanted lnimediately
Theatre Nurse

Applications are being ' called
for a qualified Theatre Nurse or
a Hospital trained Theatre Nurse
for employment in the Unified
Medical Service of the Jaffoa
Diocese of the Church of South
India. For further particulars
comtact the Acting Medical Sup-
erintendent, Green Memorial Hos-
pital, Manipay.

Actg. Medical Superintendent
Green Memorial Hospital
Manipay.

Wanted Immediately

Medical Officer With
Anaesthetic Training

Applications are being called
for Resident Medical Officer with
Anaesthetic Training for employ-
ment in the Unified Medical Service
of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church

of South India. For further
particulars  contact the Acting
Medical Superintendent, Green

Memorial Hospital, Manipay.

Actg. Medical Superinteudont-
Green Memorial Hospital
Manipay.

IN MEMORI

oy ¢ x:

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY

OF
Kanagam Subramaniam
Called to rest on 8-1-1979

" Tears idle tears .
Tears from the Depths of some
divine despair
Rise in the heart and gather
to the eyes
In looking on the happy
) autumn fields
And thinking of the days that
are no more,”

Station Road, Chavakachcheri.

Editor’s Note

The names of the authors of
two articles that were published
in the Christmas edition of
Morning Star were inadv
omitted. 1. P. T. wrote
Hall” while Dr. D.
DRr was respons
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EDITORIAL
A New Year Reverie

Christians of all denominations
attended Church on New Year Day. In the Church. we attend-
ed, there was hardly a vacant pew and the Service a_ccorgled
well with the mood of the time Can_dles appeared flickering
on the altar, the lectern and the pulpit for t_hgre was, by a
happy coincidence perhaps, no supply of electricity during the
Service. i

The age-old hymn sung lustily by the congregation, Now
thank we all our God with heart um{ hands and voices hﬂd' a
poignant resonance. Two Sundays in December 1984 were 21-
hour curfew days when church goers were shut.out from their
‘normal Sunday morning worship as a congregation

Appropriately prayers were offered for families of those
killed.ppinj]:’:red or detained to whom the Season had brought
little cheer. One family so affected was that of a Sunday Schopl
Teacher of the Church. The congregation did also remember in
their prayer those unable to attend Church on Christr_na_s ar_ld
New Year day because of the new rules regarding restriction in
the use of vehicles and those unable to visit their homes t!ns
season from other parts of the island because of the vagaries
and hazards of long distance travel

A new year Service! yes, but with what a difference!

Under glowering clouds.

O may this bounteous God
Through all our life bs near us
With ever joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us
and keep us in his Grace

and guide us when perplexed
and free us from all ills

In this world and the next.

- The Round Table

The Round Table Talks have, it is announced, failed~ The
proposals have not been accepted by the Cabinet. The TULF
and the Maha Sangha too have rejected the proposals. The
SLFP leader too has expressed dissent.

It is really sad to reflect that such an august Assembly of
political and religious leaders in Sri Lanka, meeting at the
BMICH periodically for eleven months in the wake of the worst
ethnic riots in the country with a lofty resolve to end the
ethnic problem in Sri Lanka and usher in an era of peace and

tranquility in this beautiful isle, finally wound up not “with a .

bang but with a whimper . %

Mr. G. Parthasarathy, the Indian Prime Minister’s Special
Envoy spent ten days in Sri Lanka helping President Jeyawar-
dene to lay the ground work for the All Party Talks. Presi-
dent Jeyawardene too spent long hours formulating the Agenda
for the Conference, consulting all shades of opinion in the
counfry.

The image that comes to our mind is that of the giant
Liner Titanic (pronounced unsinkable) which sank on its mai-
den voyage with its full complement of holiday makers and
honeymooners having struck the tip of an iceberg in mid
ocean.

A colossal politieal venture, the APC certainly was. But
the *iceberg’ in the country deeply embedded in the Sri Lans
kan political ocean had a ‘tip’ which few of the mariners,
including the Pilot perhaps could see.

The 'task of now salvaging the *ship’ is difficult, the task
of removing the ‘iceberg’ is herculian.
A Speck

A speck of hope, however,
mammoth appeal has we learn,

still filters over the scene. A
been sent to the President
South including, it is learnt,

300‘ members of the~Buddhist clergy requesting him to end the.

DOllth?l dgadlock without accelerating the tempo of military

operations in the North as has been indicated by the National

Cl ; the biggest ever build up of

rr'uhtars_l strength In the North by the end of January. Ob‘;es—

sion with dgfgqce 1s understandable but pot an obsession with
killings of civilians or disrupting the even tempo of their life,

: 'Fatigna_l sect_nfily’ in the country should include security
zr't.e civilian citizens of the North most of them refugees in
their own land who are struggling to break through the terrible

‘I do not believe in a fate that falls on men jowever they

act” said Billy Graham, byt | beli i
»+'sbu elieve in
men wunless they act”, Py e that falls %

Pronpect

Asked how she looked back on the pag
' past year. Mrs. Mar-.
garet Thatcher, the Prime Minister of England js reported ll’o
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The Terroriat Menace

Jaffna District Minister
Speaks Out

Dietriet Minister, Juiloa Mil;
U. B. Wijekoon said that cen:uh°
ections of citizeny expect o
Government to take very .u,
action against the terrorist menould.
but a responsible uovur'nfnam (l: Ay
not brutally kill its citizens n
unwarranted manner. \

He was addressing & @a?l(lng
held at the Narammala R.I].ltl ana
pre-school anpual prize giviog.

Mr. Wijekoon further added
that the goverament would hnv:
to follow a reasonable course 0
action to solve this long slnnd.lng
problem. Also unnecessary diffi-
culties to the other people should
not be caused. It was the duty
of a legally constituted government
to maintain the law and order of
the country so as to live a life
free of want, fear and threat.
The government was strong enough
to achieve this end, he said.

In this country all commu-
nities have the freedom to move
freely anywhere and do anything
they wish.

[CDN 1-1-85]

erthopaedic surgeons
in SL

There are only five ortho-
paedic surgeons in  Sri Lanka
today and orthopaedic services
are provied only at the Colombo,
Kandy and Badulla hospitals,

The orthopaedic wards in
other hospitals remain closed, a
health department spokeman said,

“There is great potential in
“ orthopaedics but very few doctors
seem to want to specialise in it
for some inexplicable reason,
Uanless the reasons are identified
and remedial action taken, g very

serious situation will develop”,
he said.

The spokesman also said that
declining interst in fields like

pathology, eye surgery and ra-
diology was discernible with few
young doctors interested in these
specialities,

[CDN] 24-12.54

have said: 4, the beginning |
lian, 1984, but there haue been

How would we as a nation look

logical delirium dappears to hay
the majority community.
enough to discard it.

The militants appear to find o

confide.

with them, and pg attempt made by

{nd hope to the faceless
tives of the North
standard of living,

The air meanwhile jg thick wit

Liquidation eyen if it involye
news of a 1,4 illi
from Vavuniy,

But the calamit
lakhs of Tamils in

It was John Do
) nne, )
mer Dean of St. i

the bell tolls",

n

‘ It tolls for the
lims and aj others who inh;]l:i
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The Round

Y we know
the North or the

Pauls ) who said " Send

New Year Holiday

There will be no issye
on 28-12-84 because of the
New Year Holiday.

— Editor,

Prayer Vigil

A whole day of prayer is tq
the oberseved in our churcheg on
5-1-85 when, as a congregation,
church members in relays wil]
observe a fasling vigil in the
church intercediog for Peace,
Reconciliation and Harmony which
Good alone in his merey can beg.
tow to the prayer of this land,

News of Refugees

According to news reports.
culled from various sources, there
are some 10,000 refugees in 17
schools in the Mullaitivu district,
Of these some 3000 (affected
for the eigth time) are from the
plantation areas. On representa-
tions made to President Jeyawardene
on the plight of

by Mr. M. S. Sellasamy, the Pre.
sident has, it is learnt, promised
aid to those housed in schools,

in the form of food, clothing and
medical supplies,

The Rotary Club in Jaffna
too have come forward to assist
the refugees in Mannar, Mullai.
tiva, Vavuniya and Jaffna. Ip
Vavuuniya, there is acute shortage
of rice. -The 50 mills in the
district have been unable to work
to capacity because of shortage of
labour,

The worst affected villages
are Kokkilai, Nayaru, Chcmmalai,
Alampil, Kumulamunai, Othig.
malai and Kokkuthuduvgi all in
the  Mullaitiva district, Some
24,000 cattle are orphaned as the
owners have left thejr homes,
Some farmers have been allowed
to visit their homes to attend to
their cattle. In P, Pedro, 427
refugees are housed in a school at
Puloly Saivapragasa Vidya]aya_
They belong to 71 families jp
the fishing village of Supparmadam.
The Citizens Committes of Pt.
Pedro is looking to the needs
of these refugees,
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