UNDELIVERED ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:-
The Manager,
“ Morning Star’’,
Vaddukoddai.

Press Censorship

Press censorship has been
announced w.e.f, 1-2-85 un-
der the provision of the Em-
ergency Law, The Regula-
tion covers all material re-
lating to ‘' terrorism . terro-
rist activity or similar acts
of violence in Sri Lanka or
to the security operations of
the armed services and police
in relation to such activities
or training of such personnel.

Obtains Highest Marks in
Teachers Diploma

Miss Sharmini Atputhanathan
dsughter of Mr. S. Atputhanathan
of Commercial Printers and Traders
Jaffna and Mrs. Atputhanathan
obtained the highest marks (86)
at the Teachers Diploma Exami-
nation in Western Music, conduct-
ed by the Association of Teachers
of Western Music. She was
awarded a Prize by his Excellency
J. R. Jeyawardene at a special
function held on the fourteenth
instant. She was a student of
Mrs. S. V. Jebanesan of Jaffna
College.

Sub-Editor Retires

Mr. Thambyraj Rajanayagam
(64) has retired on 31.12.84 as
Sub-Editor of the Ceylon Daily
News. He has held this office
for seven years. Earlier he was
a Sub-Editor in the Times of
Ceylon.

He had his biggest literary
success in 1957 when he won a
£ 100 prize offered by the jour-
nal Emncounter for the best short
stery by an Asian or African
writer. His winping entry ‘' The
Biggest census in the world” was
adjudged the best from 117 entries
from Asia and 34 from Africa.

He also wrote scripts  for
Radio Ceylon’s " Literary Quar-
ter”. His hobby was Carnatic
Music,

The Agony of Sri Lankan
Tamil Youth- Another Picture

Air Lapka is seeking to re-
cover the cost of bringing home
45 Lankan Tamil youths who were
deported from Holland recently,
“We have to recover the money
from the travel agent who sold
them the one-way tickets to
Amsterdam, even by legal means
if necessary.”

Air lanka is awaiting a report
from Amsterdam on why the Ducth
authorities deported the
who were on their way to
Berlin.

According to a news report,
they were arrested in the transit
1q\‘.nge of Amsterdam’s Schipo]
alrport just before they were to
board g flight te East' Berlin - and
Put on an Air Lanka flight back
1o Colombo.
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East
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Reconciliation Entails Struggle d ()
[ Excerpts from the Address of the President Mr. L. Sy

Canagasingam at the Annual

Leader ship through the
ballot 'is reduced to ashes by
bullets of disgruntled individ-
uals like Beant Singh, Godse
and so on Sober thinking has
given place to the bullet being
aimed not only at politicians
like Indra Gandhi, Kennedy,
Gandhi, Reagan but at spiri-
tual heads like Pope John. Vio-
lence seems to be the key note
of individual expression of their
misguided thinking. Tear gas,
smoke bombs, water cannons,
truncheons have given place
to pen and paper. Individual
expression is being influnced by
bribery. The late Chief Justice
Mr. Samerakoon in his farewell
address had stated ‘*I will pray
to God for my country, for a
country where judiciary is free
and independent, where bribery
is absent, where a man’'s work is
a bond, where the individual is
free and contented, where com-
munities live in barmony etc.

Arch bishop Robert Runcie
in commenting on society states
“] believe that people one day
will wake up and see that this
is not a decent sort of society
in which to live”.  Bishop
Desmond Tutu while attending
a funeral appears to have com-
mented “ we are tired of com-
ing to funerals, of making speech
week after week, It is time to
stop the waste of human lives”,

Where pertormance does
not fall in line with expecta-
tion correction has to take place.
The youth of tomorrow are
thebabes of today thsrefore we
have to take the responsibility
of bringing up our children so
that the youth of the future
are God’s chosen people. The
youth of today are being ani-
hilated in different fronts the
world over. There is blood
shed and carnage. A speedy

General Meeting ]

.,‘.\—‘"-7
solution to the thorn in thé"«;j

flesh of Sri Lanka viz the
national communal question has
to be arrived at Let us destroy
this problem instead of pushing
it into shape. Jesus was a
liberator He drove away the
money changers instead ot re-
questing them to lower the
prices. A Christian cannot take
sides in the process of recon-
ciliation.  Reconciliation con-
quers trouble and it starts with
confrontation and struggle. It
is an end and not means. A
Christian cannot be a centrist
where one nods to the left and
right but like Jesus, a Chris-
tian takes sides firmly with the
outcasts » The church cannot
afford to placate the rich and
the mighty but instead there
must be an alliance with the
oppressed to rectify existing
differences.

The Pharaohs of the world
will have to be reminded of the
last days wherein men will be
selfishs greedy. boastful, con-

ceited and they will be insulting, .

disobedient to the parents, un-
grateful and irreligious, they
will be unkind, merciless, slan-
derers, violent and fierce, They
will hate the good, they will
be treacherous, reckless and
swollen with pride, they will
have pleasures rather than God,
they will hold to outward form
of their religion but reject its
real power. Under such im-
pending gloom, are we to
seek Moses in the bulrushes?
The Good News will have to
be spoken and witnesseds The
situation calls for us to put
ourselves right with God.

While concluding let us
remind ourselves and tell the
world though they will fight
the Lamp and His caller, yet
they will be defeated.

Some Views on the
‘“Ethnic Problem” in
Sri Lanka from a cross section
of Political Leaders

Prime Minister Premadasa

Stating that the only obstacle
to solving the separatist problem
was the continued availability of
Indian refuge for the terrorists,
Mr. Premadasa appealed to all poli-
tical parties to speak out as one
against this.

“You can keep your political
policies to yourselves, but let us tell
the world that whatever differences
we have, we are united in :he
fight against terrorism,” he said.

Opposition Leader Anura Bandaranaike

Mr. Bandaranaike strove to
prove that the government had
made many conlradlctory statements
regarding lndia’s role as mediator
and negotiator in the ethnic issue.

He said Mr. G. Parthasarathy
of the Indian External Affairs
Ministry had, in fact, beea a cou-
rier between the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the TULF. It was India
too that was responsible for the
document Annexure ‘C’ and was
instrumental in getting the TULF
to attend the all - party conference.
CP Member Sarath Muttetuwegama

The CP member Sarath Mut-
tetuwegama said it was imperative
that a negotiated settlement accep-
table to the mainstream of public
opinion was arrived at in the next
two or three months,

He described as ‘' ludicrous *
the government's proposal to
re -settle 250 Sinhalese families
from each elsctorate in the
northern and eastern provinces.
It would only aggravate the present
situation he said.

[ Culled from the national d&ihes."
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IN TREASURED MEMORY

Mr. V. William. .
Called to rest 14-1-1934

Mrs. R. N. William
Called to rest 11-2.1984

" Gone from this earth to a batter
land we know.

Where god’s peace and love ali
j%st as you were,”

Fondly remembered by
their children, son-in-law
and grand sons.

Sannithy Road
Atchuvely.
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Actor in Britain’s Honours
List

Veteran  Actor Anthony
Quayle is given a knighthood
at the age of 71. His first stage
appearance was in 1931, but
he is best known for a string
of film roles, including those
in' the Battle of the River Plate,
Hamlet, Ice cold in Alex the
Guns of Navarone, Lawrence
of Arabia and the Eagle has
landed. :

London AL Examination

The London AL Examination
will be held in Sri Lanka this
year from May 22 to June 27.

Following the revision of fees
by the London University, the
initial Registration fee is Rs. 425
per candidate and Rs.'840 per
subject.

In the case of Science students
an additional fee of Rs. 350 will
be charged for each subject in-
volving a practical Test.

It would cost anything from
Rs. 3000 to Rs. 4000, for a stu-
dent to appear for this examination«

150th Anniversary

Royal College, Colombo, the
well know school complgtes 150
years of its existence in 1985.

To commemorate this histo-
ric event, the Royal College Union,
which is the association of the
old boys of the scheol, is organi-
sing a number of events to ba
held during the course of this
year.

These include a raffle, print-
ing of souvenir, dinner, dance,
fair and exhibiton, publication of
the bistory c¢f Royal College, cons-
truction of a modern cricket pa-
vilion to be pamed alter The
President, a distinguished old Ro-
yalist, as well as the issue of
two commemorative stamps to
mark the significance of the
occasion,
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THE MORNING STAR

Peace must be won in the North

‘ Thai - Pongal" and After

To the group of Tamil re-
fugees from the fishing vil].agcs
in the Mannar and Mullaitivu
Districts has been added in
recent weeks a new group of
refugees of a different
category:

The people we refer to, are
the government servants, most
ly teachers (some 1000 of them.
at one stage) who are unable
to report for work in Colombo:
the outstations and in Bqttlcg-
loa because of the disruption 1n
transport caused by the train
disaster on 19-1-85. Any °‘situ-
ation’ in Sri Lanka has, at the
moment, a high potential for
generating ‘refugees’

A good number of these
employees have been ealeler
affected by the July '83 riots
and many months of no-pay
leave have already eroded their
record of service.

ASm-ll Comfort

Major Montague Jeyawic-
krema Minister of Public Ad-
ministration and Plantation In-
dustry has recently said at a
public meeting that the gov-
ernment would soon restore the
freedom of the people to tra-
vel ¢ from Devinuwera to Jaff-
pa and Colombo to Batticaloa
without any hindrance” (CDN
12-1-85 ).

The Jaffna man does not
know when this millenium will
arrive. But for the present he
would be satisfied if he could
travel with personal safety (let
alone comfort) from Colombo
to Jaffna and also make the
return journey from Jaffna to
Colombo without needless worry
or fear. When in Jaffna, it
would be an additional boon
if he could have the *free-
dom” to use his pedal cycle
without the trouble of ebtain-

ing a ‘route license’. Targedy
is not only what we suffer
but also what we miss. [Terry
Lane, a social scientist has
estimated that a cyclist does
the equivalent of 1100 miles to
the gallon. ]

Since the Northern part of
the country ran into heavy
political turbulence after the
Development Council Elections
(1981) the citizens of the North
could never experience the
basic right of **sailing by some
compass, and living according
to a design”. Even fixing of
a wedding date has to be not
according to the wepermsn
( the traditional Tamil Calendar )
but according to the political
barometer. This situation can-
not last long. There must be
light at the end of a tunpel.
The Jaffna Parent

Of all people now in Sri
‘I‘,anl\‘a. tbe Jaffna parent is
_more " sinned against than
sinning .

: He brought his children
from Colombo and the out-

stations and put them in Jaff-
na schools after July '83 with
the sole object of finding them
a safe haven, Now he finds
that the ‘haven’ he envisioned

them has turned into a

‘inferno’, particular-
children

clagses.

for
veritable
ly for his adolescgnt
in the Examination
Teachers are in short supply-
Two prestigious schools, oneé
a Boys' school and the other
a Girls' school, are yet to re-
One of them sends every

open, /
year the highest nun:nber 0
students to the Engineering

faculty of the University.

The one session secondary
school was for many years a
freak in Jaffna. This situation
was, we know, a source of
much gripe to parents in the
South They thought th?t the
Jaffna student was getting a
head - start Now there is a
confluence of forces descending
on the Jaffna student making
the Jafina parents’ brows fur-
rowed more deeply then at any
other time before.

Lawyers Decide

Northern travails are not
confined to schools alone. At
a Special Meeting of the Jaff-
na Lawyers Association (Eela-
nadu 24-1.85) a resolution has
been passed that judges be
requested to postpone all cases
listed for trial in the courts
in Jaffna because of the bard-

ships and hazards encountered

by lawyers and clients in
moving into Jaffna town and
in remaining in town till the
adjournment of court. In fact
no offices in Jaffna work to
capacity Employees are com-
pelled to clock in  only
to clock out. ¢ Sufficient
unto the days is the evil thereot”

The Stormy Sea

Sinhalese refugees and Tamil
refugees are in the news. Both
are adrift in the stormy sea
of politics in Sri Lanka But
are they in the same ‘boat’?

“You go to bed in the
night, if there is a bed: you
get up in the morning, if there
is a morning’. Such is the
depth of despondency in some
of the welfare centres in the
country. National unity and
harmony will be meaningtul
if only an effort is made to
enable all refugees to make
their way to a new life.

Naivety

It is naive for the govern-
ment to ‘expect the civilians
of the North to exercise a
restraining influence on north-
ern militants to enable them
(the civilians) to go about their
tasks in peace.

Any close observer of the
national scene could see that
northern militants cannot be
put at the door of the north-
ern citizen.

An authoritative University
official commenting on the
re-emergence of ‘ragging’ at
a University Campus this year
(19851 is reported to have
said ‘It is an external mani-
festation of inner frustrations
and resentment against society.
Till these frustrations are over-
come, ragging will continue.”

Is a northern militant to be
regarded anything more than
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The Shame of Lebanon

A Book
By Dr. Rob

In The Tragedy of Lebanon
the American journalist Jonathan
Randal points up the shame of
the ecumenical community, the
role the Maronite Christians have
played in the undoing of Lebanon:
He moviogly analyzes Lepanese
society and clearly summarizes 2
long and brutal war. Because the
book is quite up — to — date the
reader can easily see the reason_s
for the present stalemate in negoti-
ations. 1 speak of shame to the
ecumenical community becau.se
Randal  demonstrates Maronite
refusal to consider the interests of
other Lebanese, documents the
many mafia — like homicides per-
petrated within their own com-
munity, and reveals how they con-
nived with Israel to cause her to

enter and finally eccupy a third
of the nation.
Randal, the vigorous journa-

list, takes off from the most shame-
ful of recent events, the massacre
at the Shatila PLO refugee camp,
preceded by the assassination of
Bashir Gemayel. He then fillsin
background on the various Lebanese
ethnic groups and political move-
ments, concentrating on the Maro-
nites rather than the Shia or the
Sunni Moslems, the Druze or any
of the other twelve recognized
religious communities. The Maro-
nites have been guaranteed the
Presidency ever since the National
Covenant was framed in 1943
(the Sunnis, the Prime Minister's
office ; the Shias, that of speaker
of parliament ). Randal coatinues
with a description of Israel’s em-
trance upon the sceme. And fol-
lows this 'with an analysis of
American misunderstandings, fai-
lure, and general disgust with
mainly, Maronite machinations and
corruption. An historical account
of the final debacle concludes.

It seems ironic, especially at
Christmas — time, when we are
thinking of Christ’s birth and His
youthful development, that the
Israeli Army’s Northern Command
should be located i1n Nazareth,
But one of the saddest comments
of all coacerns the 1976 attack
by Christians on the Karantina
( Beirut) War Council headquar-
ters of the Lebanese Forces,
Unarmed Kurds, Shia Moslem
Lebanese and Palestinians working
at the Sleep Comfort factory next
door were the main victims,
" Christian militiamen with outsize
wooden crosses around their necks
high on hashish or cocaine, ané
some wearing Nazi surplus helmets,
killed to their heart’s content. It
was always the same— men,
women, and children .

a corroded vessel of his frust-
rations and hate? * Justice is
truth in action’ said Benjamin
Disraeli.

“ History "’ said Konrad
Adenaur “is the sum total of
things that could have been
avoided ",

C. E. R.
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Review
ert Porter

This violence marked a harden-
ipg refusal to compromise and
"a deep—seated delight in
striking poses’' that has brought
about the present chaos. The
smart, wealthy and talented began
to flee the country, abandoning
Beirut... ' to the warlords and
looters, who stripped away the
superimposed veneer of Western
civilization as effortlessly as if it
were a Band — Aid.” Characteriz-
ing the Maronites, Randal writes:
" These Eastern Christians some-
times wear their religion with
arrogant rigidity, with a militancy
so uncompromising that it resem.
bles nothing so much as the un-
derside of an inferiority comp'ex
borne by a minority long reduced
to second — class citizenship.”
Also part of the problem is their
involvement in rackets and above
all, the hashish industry.

(to be continued)

Ratmalana Refugees in
Batticaloa

The July ‘83 refugees
were at the Ratmalana Camp
for 17 months have been, it is
learnt brought to Batticaloa by
Mr. C. Rajadurai, Minister of Re-
gional Development.

Mr. M. Anthonimuttu, the GA
of Batticaloa to whom the refugees
bave been entrusted has, it is
learnt made arrangements to ac-
commodate them at the buildings
belonging to the R. C. Church at
Sathurukondan in the Batticaloa
District, with the consent of the
Bishop of Batticaloa.

The Lions Club and Rotary
Club bave came foreward to rapair
these buildings and make the pe-
cessary facilities.

who

The government will, it is
reported, give Rs. [1,000 for each
family. The Social Service De-
partment will provide Rs. 75 worth
proviseans per week.

ARTI on Fish ‘Crisis’

The Agrarian Rescarch and

Training Institute (ARTI) in
its latest bulletin points out
that fifty per cent of the fish

arriving in the Pettah Market in
Colombo came from the north,
particulary from 'the ‘Fishing iri-
angle’ — Mannar, Jaffna and Mul-
laitiva. This ‘triangle’ also sup-
plied 23 per cent of the exports
of processed sea food and some
45 per cent of the shrimps exported,

Before the current disturban-
ces 60,000 to 65,000 tons of fish
were handled annually, But now
if the present trend continues, the
reduction would amount to only
.30,000 tons per annum, register-
inga loss to the country cof some
800 million rupees,

The 'Fishing Triangle’ sup-
plied the highest amount of, fish
to the country among the -
coastal arzas. In 1982,
Mannar and Mullaitivy, s:{x{;‘z;::(;
63,900 tons of fish, the highesg
among other areas of supply.
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