UNDELIVERED ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:-
The Manager,

“ Morning Star”’,
Vaddukoddai.

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It bas
now been extended to include
news or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lank.

First Black Bishop of
Johannesburg

I dow't think changing jobs
is going to change the motivation,
the imperatives of the gospel”
said Bishop Desmond Tutu, till
recently General Secretary of the
South African Council of Churches
(SACC ), when be was enthroned
on 4-2-85 as Bishop of Johan-
nesburg, the first Black appointed
to that position at St. Mary's
Cathedral, Johannesburg.

Nobel Prize Winner and one
of the South African government’s
leading critics, Bishop Tutu will

be in charge of 60,000 black and -

40,000 white regular churcbgoers.

He has also made it clear
that his appointment will not
stop him pursuing his campaign
against aparthesd.

In his enthronement address
he h‘asjiven a two year deadline
to South Africa’s government fof
dismantling apartheid after which,
if no vresult is forthcoming he
would call for economic sanctiong
against South Africa.

Joint Flights’ Scheme

Malaysia and Air Lanka will,
according tc an agreement which
will be' signed today (8-2-85)
operate  joint flights  between
Colombo and Singapore as from
March this year. The flight bet-
ween Kuala Lumpur and Colombo
will centinue as usual.

Kilinochchi homes for
July refugees

The Department of Essen-
tial Services is arranging to
settle 340 Tamil refugee families
affected by the July disturban-
ces . in Colombo, in the Kili-
nochchi district.

A spokesman for the de-
partment said these families
will be given land in the area -~
2.5 acres each-for cultivation
purposes. They will also be
assisted in building their houses

Some families had already
gone to Kilinochchi and cleared
their plots and were now in the
process of house - building

Redd Barna is helping the
government in this project and
wi'l look after the weltare of

these families once they are
sel tled

The Colombc YMCA too,
hai built 20 houses at Stace
Rcad, Colombo, for some of the
refugees and these are due to
he occupied shartly
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Death of
Mr. C. Suntheralingam

With the passing away of
Mr. C. Suntheralingam on 11-2-85,
the North has lost its oldest
and most flambuoyant states-
man. Born at Urnmpirai on
August 19, 1895, Mr. Sunthera-
lingam’s career as Civil Ser-
vant in the colonial era, as
Vice - Principal of Ananda Col-
lege, as Professor of Ma-
thematics at the Ceylon Uni-
versity College and Warden
of Union Hostel, and later, on
the political stage as a Minister
of Commerce in the D S. Sena-
nayake Cabinét and founder of
a Party — Adanka Thamil Mun-
nani (The Irrepressible Tamil
Front), he was a vital force
in the life of the nation and

infused into it, his own ebul-
lience and  fantastic moral
strength.

He was one of those poli-
tical stout hearts who partici-
pated in the Satyagraha Cam-
paign at Galle Face Green, led
by Mr.S.]J. V. Chelvanayakam
Q.C.

He had strong views on
many important issues includ-
ing the controversial issue in
Jaffna on temple entry.

But that not deter him
from acting quickly and ratio-
nally when a crisis developed
Much to the embarassment of
many of his friends and ardent
supporters he vindicated his
position by direct confrontation
with a group of dissidents at
the annual festival of a well
known Hinda Templa in the
North. His indomitable courage
often saved people out of ugly
situatious, whatever be the issue
at stake.

People of hLis calibre are
rare now in our national life.
His funeral takes place on
Sunday (17-2-85) at Vavuniya.

Obituary.
Mr. K. G. Rajaratnam

We regret to record the death
which occurred in Colombo on
4-2-85 of Mr. K.G. Rajratnam
(retired Shroff, Bank of Ceylon,
Kandy ) son of the late Mr. C. H.
Kadiravetpillai and Mrs, Kadira-
vetpillai of Araly.

Mr. Rajaratnam was an old
boy of Jaffaa College in the early
thirties and along with his twin
brother, Navaratnam (who prede-
ceased him earlier ) took an active
part io sports in the school, spe-
cially cricket.

The funeral took place in
Colombo on 5-2-85 and the ashes

were removed for interment to
Kaody on 8 2.85.

The deceased leaves behiid
besides his wife Elizabeth (ree
Victor Paul) a brother, Mr. K

Jeyaratnam of Uduvil two siste s,
Mrs. Ponniah (Australia) and M s.
Ganamuttu (U. K.) two sons & id
four dauvghters,

A_Political Solution

Short Term and Long Teirm
Measures

In the short term:
Implementation of the mino-
rities commission section of the
APC proposals.
Economic development of the
North and the East.

Bilipgual traicing of public
servants (" If we are one country
we must have a fully bilingual

odministration, ’ )

‘Creation of & forum where
citizens’ representatives can ven-
tilate their grievances, discuss their
problems and suggest solutions.

For the long term :

Creation of the post of three
or four Vice- Presidents, selected
from the differeat communities:
" This will not upset the current
political order. The Prime Minis-
ter can be the first Vice - Presi-
dent. This arrangement will allow
for minority recognition at the
highest level of state.”

Encouragement of informed
public debate”. A problem of this
nature should be solved with
maximum public participation. It
should not be dumped in the lap
of politicians,

[ The above is an extract from
the news expressed by India
Walcter Ralph Buuljens in
an Interview with the *' Ceylon
Daily News”, Prof. Buu jens
delivers this year's Tagore Me-
morial Lecture in Calcutta. |

Methobist Church

Curtis — Balasingam

The marriage was soleminised
at the Methadist Church, Chapel
Lane, Wellawatte on Saturday,
2nd February 1985 of John Soma-
kumar, son of the late Mr. T. K.
Curtis, advocate and Mrs. Curtis
and Indra, daughter of Mr. N. R,
Balasingam, retired Chief Educa-
tion Officer and Mrs. Balasingam
of 2ad cross street, Jaffoa.

Rev. Kingsley Muthiah offici-
ated at the ceremony, assisted by
Rev. S. Govindarajah and Rev,
Kathiresapillai. Rev. Govindarajah
preached the homily.

The couple left abroad shortly
after the wedding.

‘Any School Anywhere’
— say Parents

Several parents of Methodist
Girls' College, Pt. Pedro according
to a news report, bave made
representations to the Principal
to hand over the leaving certificate
of their children as the school
comes under the ‘prohibited zone’.

They want to admit their
children to schools in the areas
to which they have migrated,
Toeir only objective is to have
their children attend a school.
whatever it image may be.

Inlands~ Rs. 50/- per year.
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ly used by single owner, a music
teacher.
Inquiries :
A .M. Brodie,
Jaffaa College Flats,
Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF
Our DEAR Ivas

D. S. Sanders

Entered Glory on
27th February, 1930

Golden inemories keep flitting back
As each day goes fleeting by :

In memory we shall always live
Our favourite moments once again,

Fondly rememberd and
sadly missed by your
loved ones.

** Guru Vasa”

Nallur, Jaffna.

Bar to North Nominations

President Javewardene has
gazetted a regulation under
Chapter 40 of the Public Secu-
rity Ordinance, decreeing that
nominations shall not be re-
ceived for the filling of ten
northern parliamentary seats as
long as pari 2 of the Public
Security Ordinance is in force
in these areas.

These seats are the elec-
toral districts of Kayts, Vaddu-
koddai, Kankesanthurai, Udu-
piddy. Chavakachcheri, Nallur,
Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar and
Mullaitivu.

Nominations for Trincoma-
lee and Padirippu, the two
eastern province seats vacated
by the TULF, have also been
postponed. These two nomina-
tions have now been postponed
on three occasions — twice un-
der the Emergency and once
under the Elections-Order-in
Council.

OL from Feb. 27

The GCE (Qadinary Level)
examination which was disrupted
in Mannar, Jaffoa, Kilinochcht
and Vavuniya will be held from
27th February, the Commissioner
of Examinations, Mr. P. Kariya-
wasam, announced yesterday.

The full examination will be
beld in Manpar and Maullaitiva on
these dates.

The science and mathematics
papers will be held in Jaffna,
Kilipochchi and Vavuniya.

But a definite decision is yet
to be made on the subjects ia
which paperg are to be re-get,
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Youth in our World

by

Shirley J. S. Peiris
( General Secretary NCC Sri Lanka)

What do we mean by ‘Youth'

The Word ‘youth’ does not
mean the same thing in all parts
of the World. It defies definition
and only just allows description.
To the United Nations which has
designated 1985 as International

Youth Year to highlight the
specific pneeds and aspirations of
young people, with the themes

** Participation, Development, and
Peace’, youth means any youog
person between the ages of 15
and 25. However, we should be
mindful that age represents different
characteristics in different societies
and also aware of the different
pames given to . this group such
as teenager, young adult, adoles-
cent, young person, all of which
have different connotations in
different cultures. In all cuitures
youth is not only a sociological
denomination but also represents
quality. Youth has to be ex-
perienced, it can hardly be des-
cribed.

Today, yeung people have
acquired a new place of importance
in the world. Youth form 750
million of the world population,
and 28% of the population of
Sri Lanka. As wage-earners and
consumers they play an important
part in the ecomomic life of
society; as students they often
form a vocal political element;
as either subtle or overt revolut-
ionaries, young people are in many
countries a threat to the existing
social order; as subtle or overt
reactionaries, young people can be
even a greater threat to the com-
munity Youth can experiment

_that prospect.

picture of youth in our world,
nor can we give generalisting des-
criptions of youth. But one thing
is certain: youth today is emi-
nently visible and vociferously
audible as a distinct entity in
our societies. Young people are
the subject and the object of
much discussion and action. To
educate and employ them is an
aggravating  problem in many
countries. Governments, educa-
tional authorities, political parties,
religious bodies, sociologists,
psychologists, and parents have
recognised the need 'for epecial
ministries towards them which
intend te provide the context
and the incentives for a full
personal life,

What Youth has in common

To draw a profile of youth
today, is to draw a profile of
modern man. Youth shares the
predicament of all people. So most
young people are hungry, only a
few have more that they can eat.
Most young people have little
chance to be educated, only a
few can study as much as they
can take. We cannot draw a
general picture true for all, but
we must recognise a few esseentials
all have in common.

All young people are feeling
the wind of change, although not
all may be equally excited about
The whole younger
gencration knows the longing for
more adequate structures  of
society, although the content of

* their hope may be very different.

The whole generation
authentic leadership,

looks for
real imagin-

courageously and dangerously with ation, true vision and an open
traditions and reject inherited future.

value systeme. There is no one (to be continued)
Chavakachcheri Church Aceording to the Commis-

Mr. C. A. Thuraisingham

We regret to record the death
of Mpr. Chelliah Alfred Thurai-
singham Retired of
Excise on 30-1-85.

Iaspector

The Funeral Service was beld
at his residence at Kachehai Road,
Chavakachcheri on 31-1-85. Rev.
C. S. Arnold officiated at the Ser.
vice. Mr. Vythilipgam paid the
tribute and the remains were inter-
red at the Chavakacheheri church
burial grounds.

He leaves behind besides his
wife, Thiviam, three sons, Kumar,
Wijean and Ariam, and a daughter
Ida Deivendran.

‘English only’ in the Motor
Commissioner’s Department

In the Motor Commissioner’s
Department the first Department
to be totally computerised in Sri
Lanka, that are
in Sinhala are traaslated back in
En jlish because the computer has
to be fed with details in
En lish.

all the records

the

Intensive training is, therefore,
giv:n to all the employees in the
department in Eogiish at daily
clag ses.

sioner of Motor Traffic, all records
would be completed in three years.
The latest motor vehicles
be recorded under 73 Sri
first go into the computer.
[ Source : The Island 29-1-85]

to
will

No more state varsities

The Government has decid-
ed that, as a matter of policy,
no more state universities will
be established.

Once the amendments to
the Universities Act are passed
by Parliament to permit the
private sector to start univer-
sities, a ‘' Specified Authority ”
consisting of a person or a
body of persons will be ap-
pointed to supervise them

: All new private universities
will have to obtain recognition
of the * Specified Authority .

This Authority will be ent-
rusted with the task of regu-

lating fees and maintaining
standards
At present there are sx

full - fledged universities - Tle
Universities of Colombo, Per.-
deniya, Jaffna, Ruhuna, E&ri
jeyawardenepura, Kelaniya ar d
a campus at Dumbara and a
University College in Batticalaa.

The Shame

A Book

By

( Continued from

From the fifteenth century,
when Yohanna Maron took unto

himself the title of Patriarch of
" Antioch and all the East,” the

author briefly traces the history
of a general Lebanese megalo-
mania. He speaks of the nipe-

teenth — century strife between the
Druze and the Maronites and how,
under the rule of Amir Bashir LY
Christians suddenly acquired“spa-
cious houses with marble courts
and fountains and furnished in a
style of costly luxury. All the
Druze landed property passed into
their hands,” and the Druze them-

selves became their ‘' hewers of
wood” and ‘' drawers of water.”
By 1860 the Druze rallied to

attack the Maronites, killing 16,000,
rendering 100,000 homeless. Tur-
kish garrisons occupying the count-
ry did nothing to stop the carnage.
During World War I the Turks,
while also attempting genocide
among the Armenians, ‘'systemati-
cally starved... predominantly Ma-
ronite inhabitants, stationing troops
in the Mountain and allowiog no

food or medicine in the land ;
the Allies blockaded Lebanon’s
ports to complete the hapless

couatry’s plight.”

After witnessing the superbly
organized pre- war sports acti-
vities in Czechsolvakia and the
1936 Olympics in Nazi Berlin,
Sheik Pierre Gemayel, father eof
the recently assassinated Bashir,
began to organize a militia ins-
pired by his visit. And after a
great deal of recent internecine
strife, the Israelis began to lift up
Sheik Pierre’s son, unwarrentedly,

as '‘a paragon of Free World
virtues,”” very likely on account
of his demonstrated viciousness
toward any and all Moslem ele

When he was murdered,
the Palestinians tasted ‘‘sweet
revenge,”’ . a people ‘' whom the
Maronites had so often accused
of being the sole source of all

ments.

of Lebanon

Review

Dr. Robert Porter

our last issue )

the country’s troubles. ” After all,
it was due to the Gemayels and
two other dominant Maronite fa-
milies, the Chamouns and the
Franjiehs, that the Lebanese Forces
were in effect ineffectual; and
none of these groups had been
willing to pay for a strong army.

In addition to the real plots
and counter — plots among the
Lebanese themselves, Randal, wide-
ly experienced in the Middle East,
suggests a. trait he calls the
" Wog” factor — ‘' worthy Orien-
tal gentleman’ —as contributing
further to the confusion. It “des-
cribes a Third Werld tendency to
imagine ubiquitous conspiracy and
to eonfuse fact and fancy.” In
any event the United States tired
of the comstant quarreling, and
Kissinger left Lebanon off his
priority list entirely. So much
did  he misjudge the seriousness
of the situation that Randal feels
he may have brought about the
death of Ambassadcr Meloy and
an economic counselor by hound-
ing him to visit the Christians
in East Beirut, at a time when
crossing town was extremely dan-
gerous (the Embassy being in
Moslem West Beirut ).

By this time the Christians
were considering a partitioning of
Lebanon, as they were no longer
in hope of controlling the whole
country. After Black September
of 1970 the PLO bad begun to
control southern Lebanon, even
though they had been restricted
by agreement to policing their
own camps only; and soon they
too were in Beirat, particular
afier fleeing from Israel retaliation
during the massacre of 1978, in
which no PLO were kilied, only
civilians. Ten years earlier Israel
had carried out another buge reta-
liation attack on Beirut Airport,
when MEA lost thirteen airliners
on the ground!

(to be continued)

Obituary
Mr. S. Shanmugasundaram

We regret to announce the
death which trok place on 11-2-85
of Mr. S. Shanmugasundaram,
AGA Jaffoa and Public Relations

Officer. He was about to embus
to Vavuniya to bring the Boosa
detainees who were returning

home by train after their release.

Mr. Shanmugasundaram  en-
deared himself to many by his
unostentations manper and his
amiable diaposition. He was of
great assistance to distraught pa-
rents. in Jaffoa.

As. a native of Chulipuram,
the son of the late Udayar Sup-
piah and Mrs. Suppiah, he was
educated at Jaffoa College. He
entered the public service as a
DRO, then selected on the results
of a competitive examination. He
served in many parts of the island
but spent many years in Jaffoa
itself. He was residing at Uduvil
for many years while he was
serving in Jaffoa.

He leaves behind his wifes
and a daoghter Mrs. Girija Varo-
thayasingam (U. K.) and large
circle of friends and relations to
bemean his loss,

Th; Methodist Church 7
Fifth Death Anniversary

The 29:h of January this year
marked the Fifth Death Anniver
sary of Rev. Fred S. de Silva,
the first President of the Metho-
dist Church in Sri Lanka. He
was the son of Rev. John de Silva
and Mrs. de Silva of Kurana
Kkatunayake. Four of the six sons
in the family entered the Ministry
of the Church. <

In 1960, he was appointed
President of the Methodist Church
in Sri Lanka which became com-
pletely independent from the mother
Church in Britain in June 1964.

He was awarded a Master's
Degree on his thesis on the
relation  of | Hinayapa Buddist
Ethics to New Testamend Teach-
ings. »

Sl olas Bl B e

IN BRIEF

O The Jaffna Fire Brigade:

Mr. C.V. K. Sivagnanam, Spe-
cial Commissioner, Jaffna Muni-
cipal Council has made an ap-
peal to Jaffoa phitamhropists to
donate Rs. 10 lakhs to make
up the sum of Rs. 21 lakhs
pecessary for the purchase of
the machinery from U. K. for

. the Fire Brigade,
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EDITORIAL o
Matching an Urgent Crisis
Sri Lanka and India : e

“The US is trying to woo I[ndia. The US will sell h;rliot’r’ “
jown the river for the sake of India. The key to the solu )
our problem lies in Madras and New Delhi. :

This pungent comment with which Prof. Ralph Bul:l]g:;. ;lr;
intimate of the Nehru family is reported to have Concuonising
Interview tecently with the CDN._underscores an ae%ate A
truth The psychological distance which tetnded toto bseeppolitica]ly

i i urn
and India, our big brother,l may n to |
if:rkaif the ‘dist’ance' is not considerably diminished before it
assumes the dimension of a **gap”.

We are happy that despite ideas unti.me]y artlculat.ed. :h;(r::
is a reversal now of government policy vyxth regard to its sta
of keeping an uneasy distance with India-

With 40,000 or more of Sri Lankan refqgees in Tamil N?d;
with more Sri Lankans crossing over (according to newshrem;rt:
in search of a safer haven, and_ with the problerps 9f§ e Srta:mt
less Indians yet to be solved in our country, it lshltm'pio i
that Sri Lankan and Indian problems should be brought 1n
intelligible frame work of common reference. ik

the TULF leaders, now in India, we would wish to
remiﬁcsi tt('t,lem of a Persian proverb whiqh says that two things
indicate weakness, to be silent when it is proper to speak
and to speak when it is proper to be silent. W'hl.Ch of the
two ‘'things’, at the moment. indicates “weakness” is a matter
on which they are the best judges
Traditional Homelands

Speaking at the Asia Society Luncheen in Washmgtqn on
99-1-85, National Security Minister is reported to have quipped
rhetorically: — I dread to think what would happen if the theory
of traditional homelands was applied to the United States.’ (The
Island 1-2-85).

The question no doubt would have had an echo which the
Minster desired To the average American  ‘a traditional home-
land’ is alien to his culture and civilisation

Jimmy Carter (rated by some as the most inexperienced
President of world affairs to occupy the Oval), while replying
to a question put to him by inquisitive pressmen at the end of
his gruelling Presidential campaign, as to what he ( Carter)
thought of his country (US), replied: —

“1 have seen more clearly the dual interests of people in this
country who live here but who have a strong affiaity for their
home in Poland or Czschoslavakia, Israel or Africa.”

ST

[It is for this reason perhaps that in US Llections half of
the nations (150) million eligible voters do mot care enogh to
go to the polls ]

But in Sri Lanka, we know, it is difficult to get the idea
of 'traditional homeland’, off the minds of her citizens. The
Gam Udawa celebrations in the South every year are an indi-
cauon of how strong and powerful the natural tug of people
18, to -their roots.

This is true not merely of people in the South but in the
North too” where, as the Minister of National Security himself
admitted. 38 percent of the Tamil people live as a separate
entity. Such a ‘tug’ of roots cannot be identified by any stretch
of imagination with the political concept of * seperation ”.

A Welshman who was once asked ‘you don’t mean to te]|
us you are a Welsh nationalist ”, replied ;: —

“Of course I have loved Eoglaud all my life. But Wales is my
home, a little nation very old very iadividual with a cast of
mind, a turn of speech a landscape, and a history peculiar te
itself,

I do not want its welshness to fade, submerged beneath

logic and ecomomy and diplomacy. [ want it to make its dis-
tinctive contribution to the country.”,
National unity, if it is to be meaningful must always be

reconciled with local sentiment. There is no such political
phenomenon as “a compulsory homeland”.
Sri Lanka and U. S,

The U. S. has had many strong ties with Sri Lanka,
particularly with the Northern part of the country which has
been now set apart as 'a prohibited zone”. The Jaffna man
remembers the American for his pioneering efforts in establishing
educational and medical instituitions in the North (where there
were then none) He also remembers the American for the
impetus that he gave for the promotion of 1'amil language,
culture and civilisation The Battico ta Semirary (1823) the
cradie of Tamil culture was founded by an American. The first
medical graduates in the indigenuous language ( Tamil) were
also trained by an American.

But today ironically the US is associated i1 the minds of
the Sri Lankan particylarly with mauy people in the North,

THE MORNING STAR

Northern Realities

The Northern Economy

The price of red onigns
has plummetted to Rs. 6 a kllO‘.
potato to Rs 9 a lfllo arla:
plantains to Rs-2 a kl'lO: The
reason for the ‘crash’ is the
disruption in transport of con-
sumer goods between Jaffna and
Colombo

The consequent unemploy-
ment among unskilled labour*
ers who live on money earned
by loading and unloading of
goods has reached alarming
proportions.

This is also the season of
harvest in the Kilinochi and
Mannar Districts. But where
are the hordes of labourers who
every year are at hand? They
are a scattered lot having left
their hearths and huts in search
of safer havens

New shadows are falling
across the land. Rising unem-
ployment and economic stran-
gulation is affecting the morale
of the people.

The Education Front

The delay in the distribus
tion ot free books is not the
only problem in Jaffna Schools.
The students and teachers
are yet to settle down to work
Time Tables are yet to be
finalised. Transfers of *dis=
placed teachers”’ yet to be com-
pleted. The mode of payment
of teachers salaries yet to be
made tidy.

In the meanwhile only
teachers with an intense dedi.
cation to the work ethic can
make a success of the one
session school particularly with
AL classes.

The role of the Christian Church

A distressing phenomenon
In the contemporary political
Crisis 1s the absence of any

with the Us International
gramme (IMEL; which ma
for muilitary training [
last two years appear in
Observer ot 10-2-85 |.

Ironically too, what Mr. Yy

Tamil leader tought tor
i mind as an alternative to
government which the Upjted
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action on the parg
of the Christian Church in Srj
Lanka to face issues. The
challenge to ‘natloqal recon-
ciliation’ still remains at the
seminar level and identifica.
tion with the ‘sFatus quo’ a
pervasive temptation.

We note that the NCC
plans to have a Christian Leas
ders’ Conference in the * Uduvil®
tradition in Kandy in August
this year It will, we learn,
discuss, contemporary national
issues relevant to church life
and responsibilities of christian

practical

leadership. [ The Ceylon Church.
man: No. 5]

Would it not be more
meaningful (if the °situation®
improves ) for Sri Lankan

church leaders along with their
foreign, counterparts, to consi-
der the responsibilities of chris-
tian leadership in Sri Lanka
today in the atmosphere of
the North which is considered
to be the ‘eye’ of the con-
temporary political hurricane
in this country. At least “a
living-in” session for a day
or two should be made possi-
blq tor the delegates.

Fear of light and open
windows will not, help the
Christian Church to fulfil its
Mission today in Sri Lanka in
national building, with freedom
and justice.

The Report of the Uduvil
Conference held from April 20
to May 1, 1953 makes the fol-
lowing pungent comment :-

" The church must never forget
its responsibility to be in every
country, one of the primary
agencies in preserving a plura-
list society. Individual freedom
can so easily be lost in a
welfare state ualess it is safeg-
uarded by a true pluralism
in social structure,”

C.E.R.

Military Educatios and Training Pro-
ke; Rrants to South Asian countries
etails of the grants made, for the
a front page flash of the Sunday
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