UNDELIVERED ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:-
The Manager,
" Morning Star’’,
Vaddukoddai.

G

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It has
now been extended to include
news or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.

Corrections

We regret that many print-
ipg errors have crept into our
issae of 22-2-85. Some of the
important corrections are:—

(a) On Page ene, the first seun-
tence of the third paragraph
of the asticle on Mr. V. Jeya-
rajasingam is badly mixed up.
It should read:— With a
physique vesembling that of
a boxiwng champion, Jeyara-
jasingam did " bestride" the
athletics world of his day
like a ‘colossus’.

(b) In the same article, Para 5,
please strike off the word

‘not’ in the second line.

(c) In the last para of the Edi-
torial third line, the word
‘some’ must be substituted
fore ‘come’.

(d) The first line of the ‘“‘Im

Memoriam” ( Page one) should
read " The love you showed
so warm and tender”

College of Education
3,000 apply for 875 seats

Nearly three thousand
vanced level qualified
bave applied for the 875 vacan-
cies for teachers at the newly
formed College of Education of
* the Ministry of Education.

ad-
candidates

Of this number two thousand
will be called for an interview,
the selection being done through
a computer oo the basis of merit,

Candidates finally selected will
be put threugh a three-year course
of training at the Teachers’ Train-
ing College. They will be paid
an allowance of Rs. 600 a month
during their period of training a
senior official of the Ministry
said,

At the end of their training,
recruite will be expected to pass
an examination,

Teachers’ Training Colleges
at Mirigama, Uyanwatte, Musaeus,
and Pattalagedera will accommo-
date 200 recruits each while Ban-
darawela will have 75 recruits.

District Council Elections

Elections for the District
Development Councils due in May
this year, have, it is learnt, been
posiponed. The Councils of all
Districts (25 of them) have been
fun:tioning except those in the
Northern and Eastern provinces.
Thy first DDC Elections were
beld in May 1981,
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in the Middle East, when people
were cooquered, they were taken
as slaves, either to the lands of
their conquerors, or to some other
territory, and some other people
were settled in their land, thus
destroying the link between ‘‘ blood
and soil” The Bible is full of
such instances. One of the ear-
liest examples was the cap‘ure of
Samaria (721 B. C.) and the trans-
portation of their people. It hap-
pened again when Babylon captur-
ed Judea, and finally, when the
Roman general Titus captured
Jerusalem in 70 A. D. and forbade
any Jew to possess a copy of the
Torah or to circumcise his children
upon pain of death, and the Jews
had, in order to practice their re-

ligion, to disperse ever the rest
of the Mediterranean world.
It is a strange thing that

we in Sri Lanka should attempt
the same kind of technique in
solving the present ' ethnic’ pra-
blem on perbaps the advice of
those who were the earliest victims
of it. In the name of Democracy
we are proposing to settle Sinha-
lese in the areas hitherto occuied
by the Tamils, and Tamils are to

be settled in Sinhalese areas. How
a person in fertile Ruhuna will
be persuaded to settle in arid

Valvetpithurai is beyond our com-
prehension; but what is more in-
comprehensible is that these ideas
should be propagated by respon-
sible people.

The mind reels at the inter-
national possibilities this idea pre-
sents. One way for Indira Gandhi
to have solved the problem of the
Akali Sikhs would have been to
forcibly settle them in Travancore
and to have transported the people
of Andhra Pradesh to the Punjab.
One way for the United Nations
to solve the problem of South
Africa would be to transport white
Svuth Africans back to Holland
or Germany and settle the Ethi-
opians there. Despite the legacy
of Cromwell it is a solution that
Margaret Thatcher would do well

to consider as a solution to the
Irish Question.
Democracy, the rule of the

majority, was never meant to be
a device for the suppression of
minorities., A political minority
gains its distinctiveness by living
in a contiguous area, speaking
its own languige and practising
its own religion and culture. The
right to cultural self determination
1sa human right, and it is wrong
for anyone to attempt to remove
it, especially for those who have
signed the conveation on Human
Rights, It is one thing to affirm
that everyone has an equal rigat
to settle anywhere in this country.
It 1s quite a different
for the State to mix up popula-
tions so that all minorities will
always be outnumbered by the
majority community. Every culta-

proposal

to the opening and dedication of the following buildings
at 8.45a. m. on Monday the llth of March 1935.
K. Pooranampillai Block
by the Rt. Reys D ]J. Ambalavanar, Bishop of Jaffaa.
P. T. Mathai Block
by Mrs. G. E. S. Chelliah, Principal Emeritus,
Chundikuli Girls’ College.

E. M. Ponnudurai Pavilion
by Mr. J. G. Aseerwatham, High Court Judge

We shall greatly appreciate your presence on this occasion.

27-2-85.

C. E. Anandarajan
Principal.

Two Women AGA’s for
Jaffna District

Miss Mythili Somasundaram
B. A. (Hons) has been appointed
AGA, Velanai. Sheis the daugh-
ter of Mr. K. Somasundaram, Edu-
cation Officer, Kilinochi and of
Mrs. Somasundaram, Vice - Princi-
pal, Ramanathan College, Chun-
nakam. The other appointment
is "Miss Shanthi Subramaniam,
B. A. (Hons) as AGA, Kapyts.
Both these candidates were select-
ed last year on the results of an
open competitive examination for
recruitment for the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service (SLAS).

They have just completed their
training as ‘cadets’ in Colomba.

Death of Mr. K. C. Nadarajah

My. K. C. Nadarajah, an emi-
nent criminal lawyer of Sri Lanka
died on 22-2-85 He was 67. He
had appeared in leading cases as
the Turf Club Robbery Case, the
Sathasivam Case and the Ranjani
Taxi Murder Case.

He served in many African
and Carribean countries as Nige-
tia, Zambia, Bermuda and West-
ern Camerrons as Attorney Gene-
ral, legal adviser and judge.

Mr. Nadarajah whose native
place is Karaveddy was the son
of the late Gate Mudaliyar K.
Sinnathamby and Mrs. P. Sinna-
thamby amd a brother of Dr.
(Miss) Siva Sinnathamby, Medi-
cal Consultant.

The funeral toek place in Co-
lombo on Sunday (24-2-85) Mr.
Nadarajah leaves behind his wife,
Maheswary, a son and daughter.

Death of
Mr. K. Gnanachandran

We regret to record the death
of Mr. K. Gnapachandran (52,
G. A., Mullaitiva under tragic cir-
cumstances. He was a senior
publie servant in the country and
had' been in the judicial service

ral minority needs to preserve its
identity.

Rev Shelton A de Silva
Methodist Church
Colombo South Circuit.

[ From: *Lanka Guardijan' Feb.15]

bsfore he became a Government
Agent.

The funeral took place on
Monday (25-2-85) at Palice Sta-
tion Road, Chavakachcheri, his na-
tive place. Mr. Gnanachandran is
the son of the retired Post Master
Mr. K. Kanagasabai and Mrs.
Kanagasabai of Chavakachcheri.

He leaves behind his
Sarojinidevi,
a son.

wife,
five daughters and

News in Brief

No itabl Tats

A Scheme to establish three
branches of the Jaffaa Public
Library in Nallur, Chundiculi and
Vannarponnai is held up because
of the difficulty in getting a suit-
able building for rent. Access
now to the Jaffna Public Library
is not easy because of transport
difficulties and considerations of
security. .

A similar problem has risea
it is learnt in an attempt made
by well wishers and citizens com-
mittees to establish maternity
centres at Vannarponnai, Nallurs
and Arialai to ease the conges-
tion at the Jaffaa Hospital and
to help mothers in these areas
from the difficulties whice they
may encounter in an emergency,
when a patient needs urgently to
be warded.

There are no suitable houses
available for rent in these sub-
urban areas to meet the require-
ments of a maternity centre.

Indo-Lanka Ferry Service

Many families of people await-
ing repatriation to India have been
put to considerable hardship by
the suspension of the Indo-Lanka
Ferry Service between Talaiman-
pnar and Rameshwaram.

Many of these retpatriates
had sent their familes earlier and
had waited to get their Provident
Fund benefits and other terminal
dues. they have no means to pay
for an air passage and with no
date for the resumption of the
Ferry Service, they bhave to live
on their savings. Most of those
affected are estate workers who
have terminated their emp'oyment,
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EDITORIAL
The Christian Church:

While the acute shortage of qualified teachers i? a;ﬁ;gzg
educational problem in the C(Iunyry, the shortage of qud
Christian teachers is a grave religious problem.

3 f The Christian Teach-
As far back as 1954, a Confer.cme o) C
ers’ Guild (then an active and weighty body ) issued a Report
after its sessions in Kandy in August that year

The Chairman of the Conference was Mr.- C J.”Oorlorff3 .?E
Wesley College. The Chairman of « Commissions ffw: Cbl-
Rev. S. K. Bunker and Rev. S. P Appasamy from ]a' nd o
lege, Rev. R. W. Pile, Chaplain of Wesley College an A
A. M. K. Coomaraswamy- ;

. G. Basil Jackson, Methodist Minister who was t_h.en e-
cret:ﬁi'vofG thBea NéC. was entrusted with the task of editing tl:lel
Report of the Conference with some su_pplemeptary matlearla-
from the Teachers’ Training Course held in April 1955 at ém
darawela, conducted by Rev John Foster who delivered five
lectures on ‘' The Christian Teacher ™.

The outcome of Rev. Jackson's efforts was a sma!l booklet
of 47 pages entilted ‘‘ The Responsibility of the Christian School
from which we have taken the following extract:—

“The Church should be more acutely aware of the seriousness of
the dearth of Christian teachers. This is not merely an admi-
pistrative problem. It is primarily a religious problem.

The Education Front

The shortage of teachers of good professional qualifications
constitute a call from God which the Church must mediate to
its people.

The Church must proclaim the Call to God’s service in edu-
cational work and must.nurture, irain, appoint and sustain those
who answer to the call.” [ The Italics are ours.]

The booklet is important for many reasons. The Christian
Teachers’ Guild of Sri Lanka has never had an opportunity for
such a Conference since 1955. With the ‘take over’ of scheols
in October 1959 many Christian teachers and Principals became
a scattered lot, and the whole structure of education became
monolithic.

But what the booklet has to say about the Christian teacher
remains even today a vital issue. Not all Christian students in
the country attend Private schools of the Christian Denomina-
tion. Not all teachers on the Staff of Christian Schools are
Christian teachers and not all Christian teachers in government
schools have the opportunity of being useful to the Christian
students in that school.

What should be admitted as distressing (for whatever rea-
son) is the lack of a flaming enthusiasm among Christian
young men graduating from our Universities to take up to the
teaching profession even when the private Christian denomina-
tional Schools offer them a reasonable good climate for a career

Many young men with qualifications who have members of
the family abroad are now seeking refuge in foreign climes
from what they consider to be the cruel quirks of fate in this
country.

But we have also to think of the larger number of Chris-
tian parents who have perforce to educate their children in Sri
Lanka and who have to live with the quirks of fate here and
who need qualified Christian teachers for the nurture of their
Children. -

Unless the Christian
results on the education
fact the situation today
children is more serious
compiled the Reports of
small booklet.

Church takes the matter seriously, the
of our children will be disastrous. In
with regard to education of Christian
than what it was when Rev Jackson
two big Christian Conferences into a

Unfortunately, many of the Reports, documents and other
material whick are the product of well organised Seminars and
Conferences are welcomed with applause but are soon pigeon-
holed We can only hope that the Reports of future Christian
Conferences will meet with a better fate.

From Malay Street to Isurupaya

; Malay Street hgs been a by-word in education in Sri Lanka
since the introduction of Free Education and more significantly
since the **Take-Over” of schools in October 1£59.

'I“he 160 000 teachers in governmen:. schools would have at
one time or other walked along the corridors of the Ministry
buildings to interview one or other of the mary Staff officers
or their subject clerks seated at their desks in ¢ honeycomb of
offices shockingly bear of creature comforts.

We are happy that educational adrainistration in Sri Lanka
has moved to more picturesque surroundings, more open win-

THE MORNING STAR

News from Navajeevanam

Two functions took pla'ce at
coincide with the

Sister Elizabeth
220d February

Navajeevapam to
83rd Birthday of
Baker, M.B.E.
1985. :

A new Boy's Hostel for senior
students constructed with aid given
by the Canadian Embassy and
called ‘‘ Canada Hostel”” was de-
cleared open by Fr. T. A J.
Mathuranayagam at 4 p. m- This
Hostel as well as the other Boys’
Hostel for juniors will be in charge
of a Warden, who is Dnow l.n
Bangalore undergoiniog training in
Wardenship at the Training Cen-
ter for Wardens under a scholart
ship granted to him by the _Srl
Lanka Council for Kindernothilfe,
W. Germany.

Shortly afterwards, at 4,30
p. m. a new building named Bl
grim’s Rest”’ was declared open
by Sister Elizabeth Baker, who
was minaly responsible for raising
funds for this project. It will be
interesting to note that the plot
of land on which the building
stands was purchased from the
first labourer at Navajeevanam,
who later opted to reside with his
children. Funds for the value of
the land came from Miss Beth
Beamond, a Missionary who was
in Ceylon some years ago and who
worked along with Sister Elizabeth
at Puttur for a short while. Sister
related how a friend Miss Bea-
mond, 94 years, at her death was
so interested in Navajeevanam that
a legacy came just in time to meet
the building bills. The building
consists of two rooms with attached
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Obituary
Mrs. H. K. Bonney

We regret to record the sud-
den death which occured in Epgland
on Friday (22-2:85) of Mrs. Helen
Kulakolunthu Bonney, wife of late
Mr. T. P. Bonney (Agricultural
Instructor) and sister -in -law of
late Mr. Kanagathungam Bonney.

The funeral service will take
place at No:6 Ashcombe Road,
Wimbeldon, London S. W. 19 on
2-3-85. Mrs. Booney comes from
a well known family in Jaffnas
the only daughter of late Mr,
Muruge:u and niece of late Rev.
Morse.

Mrs. Bonney leaves behind her
four children Rathy, Ranne, Ranji
and Balendra in Sri Lanka and
Indranee, Jeyabalan and Jeyaseelan
in Eogland, her (sons-in-law and
daughters - in-law) and a host of
relatives to moura her loss,

‘' Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of His saints”.
(Ps. 116:15)

— Cor.

bath and toilette with a common
sitting -cum - dining room in the
middle with a front verandah.
The building is surrounded with
fields and gardens and is far away
from the main Campus. It is
jdeally suited for retired persons
who wish to lead a peaceful and
solitary life during the rest of their
life time,

Anyone interested in occupy-
ing one of the rooms may com-
municate with the  Director,
Navageevanam, for details.

dows and also tow?rds a more benign relationship between those
who lay down policy and those who have to execute it.

:A.t a .tin_ye .when Sri Lanka is inching its way to political
staplllty. it is important that Isurupaya, as the Centre of Edu-
cational Administration in the country, should have only one

(I)‘verl:iding motivation — the zeal for guality in Education in Sri
anka.

It is ?159 important for our Educational planners to remem-
ber that it is a distinguished array of teachers and headmasters
that has always guided and guarded Education in this country.
and not a team of Educational officers and planners who, how:

ever eminent in their line only laid down polic
its implementation. Py g

We have now to refurbish the blurred image of the Head-
master (we use the term in the sense it was used early in
the century') and _the Teacher, if education in this cou ty i
to be meaningtul in our contemporary political context oy

The npple_ effects of meddle and muddle in Education h
had a paralysing effect in our schools. ° When ev 10';1 -
:sjomebody, then nobody is anybody” runs an old adzrgye Ud}i‘hls
murz/ilaz[éhoih?s b;:::la[%ifgdwhi‘ih lIwas due on the card.s earl;

: _ Initially as reported i i
Eg-isti):- abs\;léml;g the proportions of anotherpfulfdbll:wrt]hena[gzgl;
S r€ preoccupied .with surfaces in an i

plumb new depths. d age v

Teachers and Princi

pals of :
reduced to symbols of schools in t

he countr
fear and futility, Y have SE

decisions 1n respect of th
strictly within their pur
tinguish between the *s
tion today.

It Isurupaye, as the NEwW centre of F

tion is to make a significa
country, it should ado
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