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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REFROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

The Manager,
Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai,

Chundiculi and Vembadi
Old Girls in London

The OId Girls of Chundiculi
Girls' College and Vembadi Girls'
College have organised themselves
to constitute a branch of the OGA
in London.

The Chundiculi Old Girls
from Midlands met on 9-12-84 to
discuss plans for an Inaugural
Meeting Spearbeading the project
is Mrs. Karuna Thevathason of 264,
Thimble Mill Road, Birmingham
on 021-429 7088.

The Vembadi OGA ( already
constituted ) is due to meet on
30-3-85 at Lola Jones Hall, Grea.
ves Place, London Sw 7. The
Office Bearers are: — President:
Dr. Rithiranee Suatharesan; Vice-
President : Dc. Meeaa Mahendra ;

Secretary: Miss Leosela Peetham-
param and Tregsurer: Mrs, S.
Kumaradevar-

W and OP fund: women
get another chance

Most. women in the public
service showed little interest in the
proposition of leaving their hus-

bands (and children) a pension
if they predeceased their spouses,
But now, many are changing

their minds.

Legislation has been gazetted,
before presentation to parliament,
to give these women another op-
portunity to join the Widowers
and Orphans’ Pension Fund,

Less than 10 p.c. of the
150,000 women in public service
had opted to join the scheme, said
Mr. M. D. Sumanadasa, secretary -
accountant of the W and O. P.
which runs both the windows’ and
widowers’ pension fund,

But now many women are
seeking entry to the scheme
and the new legislation has been
initiated to assist them,

Maha Sangha Proposals

The Uttara Maha Sangha
Sabha with Ven. Dr. Walpola
Rakula as its Secretary General
has, it is learnt presented
proposals to the
ference,

some
All Party Con-

Nine Tamil Qrganisations com-
prising the Sri Lanka Association
of Tamil Speaking People (S. L.
A.T.S.P.) have expressed ap-
proval we learn, of these propo-
sals wing the Organisations are :—
The Ceylon Institute of National
and Tamil Affairs Citizens Com-

_ mittee of Jaffoa, Colombo Tamil
Sangam, Hindu Congress, Rama-

krishna Mission, Sri Arawinda
Sor iety.
The President of the S.L.

A. T.S.P. is Major General Anton
Mt thukumaru the Vice - Presidents
are the retired Tamil Supreme
Coirt Judges Messrs V. Manica-
Vatagar and V. Subramaniam. The
Joiat Secretaris are Messrs G. S,
Sethukavalar and C. Visvasam,

Appreciation
Mr. A. Kulasegarampillai

Mr. A. Kulasegarampillai (79)
who passed away on 20-3-85 was
a teacher under the American
Mission for well over three de-
cades at Tellippalai. He was first
a teacher at the Tellippalai Eng.
lish School affiliated to Jaffna Col-
lege and later continiued to serve
Union College under the new
dispensation till he retired at the
end of 1965.

Kulasegaram ( Kulch - cheka-
ram) as the American Missionary
teachers called him, belonged to a
batch of students at Jaffna College
much earlier than the batch I
belonged to. But =as =m teenager
I well remember him in the Cric-
ket field as a right hand spinner
and in the football field as a left
extreme whose uncanny skill with
the ball from that vantage point
was the ‘talk of the town’ during
the football season.

Mr. D. S. Sanders my mather-
matics teacher in the Senior
Cambridge class hed a knack ef
holding up some of his old stud-
ents whom he considered ‘freaks’
(in his class in Pure Mathematics )
as a warning to those who dis-
played semilar mental aberrations,
particularly those who were over
confident and neglected their home
work or who made careless mis-
takes, though their knowledge of
the subject was sound.

" Remember Kulasegaram of
old”, Mr. Sanders will say wryly
" He passed his advanced Mathe-
matics but failed his Pure Mathe-
matics ”.

Of course Kulasegaram com-
pensated for the lapse with dis-
tinction at the next attempt. But
the lapse was symbolic of a trait
he displayed through life - his
anxiety to learn more and more
of what were not within his easy
grasp instead < of straining his
muscles with what he knew.

At Union College he taught
in the Junior School. In those
days a Junior School teacher had
to be a ‘specialist’ not in one
subject but several. I remember
that Kulsegaram taught Geography,
History, Art, Agriculture ( Rural
Service) English and even at
though essentially he was ‘Science

man .

In presenting his English
playlets for the Junior School Prize
Giving. 1 was aware, how co-
neerned he was about the quality

of the performance. He himself
studied phonetics and even the
elements of elocution and was

able to make rural children ‘per-
form’ on the stage with an ease
and confidence which few studerts
in similar situations in maay
rural schools at that time, had,

Kulasegaram perhaps inheritad
this quality of measurivg up to his
assignments (‘even though su:h
work may not be attuned to lis
own talents) fromhis parents, N'r.
and Mrs, Arulampalam who were

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It has
now been extended to include
news or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.

Prayers for peace and harmony

A special prayer service was
held at Christ Church, Dehiwela.
on 17-3-85 at' 7.30 a.m. to invoke
blessings and pray for peace and
harmony.

National Security Minister
Lalith Athulathmudali and V\(om-
en’s Affairs and Teaching Haspi-
tals Minister Sunethra Ranasinghe
participated in this service.

Obituary

Dr. S. T. J. Arumainayagam

We regret to record the death
of Dr. S. T. J. Arumainayagam,
which occurred on Thursday
(27-12-1984). He was 75 years
old.

The funeral service taok place
at College Road, Point Pedro on
Friday 28th December 1984. Rev.
S, S. Karunairaj officiated at the
service assisted by Rev. S. Kadir-
gamar, Rev. R. Thurairajah and
Rev. M. Rajakulendran.
Nallarulanantbam paid the tribute
and the grand children sang a
special song.
intersed at the Methodist burial
grounds at Point Pedro.

The deceased leaves behind
his wife, Mahilmani, three children-
Sulogini, Mesnalogini and Thiru-
thuvakumar, five grand children
and a large circle of relations and
friends.

pieneer ‘' missionaries” sent to
Eluvation by the Jaffoa College
Y. M. C. A. to develop that little
island out post into an evange-
listic Centre revolving round a
school for primary grades.

For many years this old cou-
ple laboured in this ‘' Vineyard”
with only a stipend from the
Y. M. C. A. although they were
both trained teachers.

Kulasegaram was the last link
we had with a family at vaddu-
koddai which had been associated
closely with the Mission in its
early days of pioneering activity
in Jaffoa.

The funeral of Mr. Kulasega-
ram took place on 21-3 85 at 122,
Rasavin Thotam Nallur — the re-
sidence of his daughter Rathiva.
thany Krishnarajah his son -
in-law Dr. Krishnarajah Con-
sultant Surgeon, Government Hos-
pital Jaffoa ).

ind

G E R

The remains were .

B o O T Treasurer’s
Office

The above office will be cloged
for business from Monday the lst
of April to Monday the 8th of
April, 1985 ( both days inclusive),
for the Hoiy Week.

S. S. Selvadurai
Hony. Treasurer,
T, D, G Syt

IN MEMORIAM

Kandiah Elizabeth Nallammah
Died: 29th March, 1970.

Fondly remembered and
sadly missed.

To sacrifice her dearest wish

To toil for those she loved the best
With uncomplaining heart

To crush her sorrows to her heart
And smother buck her tears

are appropriate words to expresé
a devated dutiful mother’s life,

Arulpooranam

IN MEMORIAM

Mr. K. .

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

D. T. Thissainayagam
Departed 27th March 1982
and his Wife

H. B. A. Thissainayagam
Departecﬁthh January 1956

Golden memories. keep fitting back
As each day goes fleeting by

In memory we shall always live
Qur favourite moments once again

Fondly remembeared and
Sadly missed by your
loved ones.

Parsonage

Varany.

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED MEMORY
OF

Velupillai Nathaniel Aiyathurai
Called to rest on 3rd April 1981

Though absent from the body

You are present with the Lord

Beholding your Redeemer

The Christ you adored
Affectionately Remenibored
by his loved nnes

Church Rosd,

Chavakacheliert
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL
Prospect!

The comments of Minister Saumyam_oor?hy I‘Eomlam(avr;h?l:
the proposed ethnic ratio — oriented .cglomsanon sc eni]tément "
on a ‘private visit’ in India) has stirred some exc
home. H “

¢There are twd kinds of cleverness’. says *a wnlﬁerin tt)fnt‘l;
of which are priceless—ghiul;ing of a brlgh.t "remar
to say it, thinking of it in time not to say 1

To which of the two ‘kinds of cleverness’, _Minster Thon-
daman’s comments belong, is for the reader to judge : —

“ The Sinhalese were trying to settle down in ’.I‘amfl areas ::g
by deserting their homes, the Tamils were makmgillt qzzi);d g
fallinpg into the hands of the government. The Tamils s S
given the leadership locally to resist the attack and Nc?nlvﬁ_3.85]
struggle into a mass movement."” [CDN:

; o W ent” are heavy

“Local leadership”, " struggle”, ''mass movem :

words reminiscent of the language used by : MarIxatjmae ;(}iir;c(i:g.
and Pandit Nehru in the early years of Indian Indep

We do not doubt the political integrity of Mmlster_’ll‘hc‘.ond:;
man. On hand to lend symbolic support to the Tami (.aua"
has always been Minister Thondaman. It was he, arr};ong -
Ministers. who abstained from voting in Parliament w e(;x e{:
historic Vote of No-Confidence was passed on the Leader o
the Opposition on 24.7-81.

But, the increasingly insecure, peri!ous gnd fragile DOWEUC:;
status of the Tamil speaking people in Sri Lankal cannoamst
mended only by a symbolic support or standing alone ag
a rising chorus of voices.

It is the duty of responsible Sinhalese leadership at this
crucial hour when the tide appears to be in favour of reconci-
liation, to continue to proclaim through rhyme and reason thz}t
the programme of colonisation envisaged by the government, is
an unusually close approach to drawing on raw courage to
subjugate the masses in northern areas, and establish a paradigm
of domination.

The pre-occupation with surfaces at Commissions,‘Seminars_
and Public meetings offer only narrow glimpses of North Sri
Lanka’s real agony. 4

“

At the Human Rights Cammission, Mr. H. W Jeyawardene,
the Sri Lankan delegate has pointed out that the * Counting
of numbers” regarding the exodus of Tamil refugees to India
should be exercised with great care as they are many refu-
gees in India who *compare very strangely with their alleged
refugee status”. :

With equal logic. Appapillai Amirthalingam the TULF leader
has often claimed that many of the northern terrorists reported
killed in any encounter in the North compare very strangely
with their alleged “terrorist” status.

We have to admit that the government is making a deter-
mined bid to forge a Scheme of reconciliation. The visits of
Indian Envoys to the country have underlined consistently the
need for an immediate renunciation of force or threat of force
on both sides, the government and the militants Spasms of
of violence too have subsided to some degree

“A horse that can count up to ten is a remarkable horse,
not a remarkable mathematician” said Samuel Johnson. It is
not enough that we are keenly sensitive to our problems.
Prevarication to forge an enduring political settlement out of
our fiery trials, is dangerous for the country as a whole, It
would only mean that Sri Lanka is a stiff chilly political world
which keeps a mask of civility over its sinister intentions.
e e o SR el PP A e By

Prospects for Peace and Harmony

1 The fierceness of the negotiated settlement and the

raging ethnic fire in Sri Lanka
today, sparks of which have
flown to neighbouring India in-
volving her and also putting
her in a delicate position vis-
a -vis the Singhala - Tamil con-
flict in this once blessed and
peaceful country now fallen on
evil days, has rightly caused
louder voices to be heard from
Sri Lanka's concerned citizens
comprising religious and social
Organisations - citizens' commi-
ttees. trade unionists newspaper
editors, and a few unbiased
enlightened individuals with sen.
sible suggestions as to how best
this devastating fire could be
dowsed All of them favour g

powers = that » be are themselves
not averse to this suggestion
except that the Government as
the chief fire - extinguishing
agent seems inflexible in its
resolve to pursue its own plan
to deal a death-blow to the
militants before resorting to
negotiations.

2. Thisdetermination smacks
more of vengeince than of
wisdom whereas at least a si.
multancous twe - pronged ap-
proach by negoliations and by
armed force has some sense
The rationale beind the think-
ing that negotiations mnst pre-
cede force or go together is
that Tamil youth militancy was

born out of frustration-at th‘f
failure of democratic methods
such as parliamentary and eXtYS'
parliamentary pressures includ-
ing satyagraha and otber nom:
violent demonstrations, which
only yielded the bitter fruits of
more discriminations and disa-
bilities interspersed by thug-
gery, by riots and mob- vio-
lence of the vilest type-and
that, therefore, militancy 18
only a manifestation of a beep-
seated grievance, the symptom
of a disease and not the root
cause. The cure of the disease
is what has to be sought and
not the illusive disappearance
of the symptom, which can
result in a passing false facade
of peace being presented while
leaving underneath embers of
bitterness to purst into flames
at the first whiff of dissatis-
faction. In fact, if the disease-
the long -standing grievances
of the Tamils-is cured there
is every likelihood of the auto-
matic dropping off of hostilities,
or failing that summit of ex-
pectation, there would at least
accrue that spiritual merit of
having done the utmost in the
cause of peace. Furthermore
the action of putting off of
negotiations until military action
i over cannot find favour in
any quarter since it is inhi-
bited by the fear that terms
of settlement offered from a
position of strength are less
likely to be more generous than
those extended under pressnre.
The militant youth will be the
last to be carried away by pro-
mise of a just settlement. The
Tamil people have enough ex-
perience of the broken promi.
ses, the torn pacts, the dis-
honoured agreements. etc. So
much so that the militancy now
begun is not likely to subside
unless softened by sincere efforts
at reconciliation ann lured by
attractive inducements. For that
matter even some feeble at.
tempts at these processes may
prove responsive, but certainly
not emotional outbursts and
impassioned actions “Emotion
Is a fire” said the Buddha,
and passipn is an enemy that
clouds *‘right understanding
which is the first element in
the eight - fold path to salva-
tion - whether in this worlq or
in the worlds to come. A classic
exar_nple of the _failure of en-
forcing - conformity could be
seen from how the voly
teaching of Sinhala in
Northern Province in the for
as a useful and healthy meas
for fostering harmony wag
continued when it was fo
by. law i_n 1956, from which
point of time began the de
orating race relations,
3 Just consider
some of the acts tha
indulged in are
any desire to brin
standing, peace, or harmony,
How can the Government's
propaganda machinery now g0
about repudiating ijts

ntary
the
ties
ure
dis-
rced

terj-

whether
that are being
indications of
g about under-

i commit-
ments? It is now being pro-
pagated that the Tamijls have

no grievances and that if the
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In_brief

O Denzil Peiris 0D€ of . Sri
Lanka’'s leading international
journalists editor of South ma-
gazine published in London pass-
ed away in London on Friday
(8-3-85). He was 68 years old. s
He was a writer on Third World

issues.

are any, they are exaggerated.

The fact of the existence of

grievances was acknowledged

by the various Governments

from 1956 as evidenced by many

agreements, the chief of them
being the B C. pact and Duc}ley
Chelva agreements - which,

however, were later abrogated.
This part of the lapses and
the ignoble roles of the vari-
ous Governments so lucidly set
out by senior politician Mr S.
D. Bandaranaike in his article
titled ** Ethnic Formula” in the
CDN of 8-1-'85 would command
more credibility than all that
has been stated by so many
Tamils by so many times.
The last in this line of
disappointments is the failure
to implement the promises made
in the 1977 U, N. P. manifesto-

4. There again, would it
be prudent to. attempt to change
the long estabilished demogra-
phic patterns by introducing
armed °‘settlers” just at this
stage when the flames of hatred
are raging high? Could not
integration by means of popu-
lation exchange wait till the
heat subsides? Moreever, the
experience in other parts of
the world is that violence is
perpetuated and intensified when
demographic changes are
brought about using armed
force. This practice is also
against the tide of world trends
for carving out autonomous
states or federal governments
where there are concentrations
of people with common lingyi-
stic, cultural or race ties.
Settlements by force can per-
manently impair prospects for
peace and harmony.

5. On the other hand, the
Government has a change of
winning over moderate Tamil
support if it at least it imple-
ments those clauses of the
A. P. C. agreements dealing
with elimination of discrimi-
nations and disabilities which
make Tamil citizens unequal
with their Singhala compatriots.
To feel piqued that the T. U.
L. F. did not accept the entire
proposals and to throw away
the baby with the bath water
would be most inopportune, to
say the least. Then again, to
cut off all development works
in the North after collecting
taxes from them cap only alie-
nate the people more. Can
br{dges of understanding be
built when even in the matter
of treatment of refugees differ-
ences are shown ing-
hala and 'I‘amil?bﬂween .

(tc de continued )
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