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_Di:yﬂfonal
For Good Friday

[ A personal testimony of
THE LOVE OF GOD]

Tunc

Jesus loved me ere I koew Him,

Hence my love's due to Him

I bow down worship, honour Him

And praise His Holy Name!

God gave the Gift of Christ
my Lord,

That I should be redeemed:

He bore the stripes and shed
His Blood

And died on the Cross for me!

Victoriously He rose again
Ascended into Heavn

And sits on the Fathers Right Hand
To intercade for us!

God guards upholds and sustains
me
And gives me plenteous grace,
Life’s tesrs and trials sore, to win
And meekly seen the Race!

[This little poem was written by
one of our subscribers who wishes

to remain anonymoes.]

C.IL S. R. S, Jaffna

The Rev. S. S. Arulampalam,
the Director of the CISRS had
to resign due to unavoidable
personal circumstances and till such
time a new Difector is appointed.
Mr. A. Kadirgamar, Principal,
Jaffaa College and a  former
Chairman of the Institute has been
appointed Acting Director of the
Institute.

Mr. Kadirgamar was invited
for a consultation in Bangkok or-
ganised by the Association of
Christian Institutes for Sociai Con-
cerns in Asia (ACISCA). This
consultation took place at the Stu-
dent Christian Centre in Bangkok
from 30th November to 5th De-
cember, 1984.

Directors of Study Institutes
from India, Indonesia, Japan,
Korea, Philippines, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Thailand, Sri Lanka and
observers from USA, the Christian
Conference of Asia and the World
Council of Churches were present.
A preliminary assessment
common

of our
concerns in Asia boiled
down to the following problems
that needed serious consideration
and social action:

1%
2. Pollution and Environment
3, The Status of Women

Problems created by multi -
national companies

Acute Poverty

5. Repressive governments and
Militarism

6. Problems of ethnic and other
minorities,

The conference was chaired
by Dr. K. C. Abraham of the Ecu-
meaical Institute Bangalore with
the Rev. John Eigland of Hong
King serving as Uacretary.

The Student Christian Centre,
the venue of the consultation it-
seli was a worthy experience as

"song “ Uduvil will shine”

: ' Amazing Grace " QQ‘ mained topmost through the
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Uduvil will Shine

Coming home at the turn
of half a century is memora-
ble. Words of the old school
re-

% Holy week. Stepping out of
1';,“ Jasmines” on the bright Palm
i Sunday morning to run into

: chlldren at the  Eliatamby Me-

W

morial ”, holding high their palm
leaves, singing the age old
hymns to the march that led
to the old church brought boy-
hood memories The message
of Jesus, on that stupid donkey,
welcomed by the whole of
Jerusalem that turned against
Him five days later to one of
*“Crucify Him” was preached
by Sam Annan of the Ashram

Monday and Tuesday’s call
to remember the events to fol-
low was, by the bare head,
bare foot pastor Winslow. Lest
we forget Dr. R. Porter’s con-
tribution to make the week
meaningful and to celebrate
the 300th aniversary of that
Saint and muscian Johann Se-
bastian Bach through his work
of St. Matthew’s Passion. Com-
mentary by one who personally
relished the 3% hr. passion play
in Germany was touching. The
walls of Principal Chelvi’s re-
sidence echoed the art of the
great musician beginning with

“ Come, ye daughters. help
me wail !

See — whom ? — the

Bridegroom

See him ! how ? — like a lamb.

O Lamb of God, not guilty,

On the Tree, the Cross,

slaughtered.

See — what ? — see the

patience,

Always found patient

Although you were despised.

Look ! — where ? — at our

guilt .
and ended: * World, get out,
let Jesus in!”.

The Holy week continued
with “ Uduvil Shining”. A 50
voice choir related the Easter
Story through Thevaram. How
very refreshing! The empty
tomb was rejoiced over through
Baratha Natyam. A great show,
Jesus was here, smiling.

“Do this in remembrance
of me” was obeyed on Maundy
Thursday with Pastor Sugu-
nananthan testfying and serv-
ing. Good Friday's solemnity

a useful and relevant Christian
enterprise in the centre of Bang-
kok. It was well planned archi-
tecturally and aesthetically meetiog
the needs of specially lesser pri-
vileged youth of Thailand w th
excellent facilities for residen e,
meals, libraries, worship, Christian
fellowship, cultural activities gnd
recreation. There was one \3ri
Lankan doctor resident in the centre,
It had a well trained ordairzd
minister as Director and Chapliin.

continued to coincide with * the
darkness that came upon the
whole land .

When the body of Jesus
lay in the tomb on Saturday,
the church met at the Uduvil
graveyard. From early even-
ing little ones, voung and old
were seen in groups around
the graves of their departed,
with flowers and candles of
affection. A whisper was heard
‘“why weep ye—we are not
here, but with the Lord”.
With reassuring words, the
Pastor summed up with the
thought, when our journey here
is ended. Jesus will say *“you
are tired —come home”.

Easter Sunday dawned early
on the 5th hour of the day at

Uduvil. Children and teachers
with ' 1ted candles wended
their way to the church in

joyous praising. Songs of Hal-
leluiah were sung, as the an-
gel at the empty tomb in
church announced ¢ He is Not
here, but is risen’*

Uduvil did shine through
the church as the light-house.

—K. A,

Pandateruppu Church

Mr. S. G. Selvarajah

The death took place at the
General Hospital, Jaffpa on the
20th March 1985 of Sangarapillai
George Salvarajah former Accoun-
rant, Sinnathural ;and Brothers,
Jaffona, He was a son of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Arunasalam Sangara-
pillai, retired Head Master of
Pandateruppu and son in law of
Mr. and Mrs. P.J. Thambiratnam
of Atchuvely.

The funeral took place at Panda-
teruppu on Saturday the 23rd
March 1985. The funeral service
was led by Rev. Sam Thampoe
Pastor of the Pandatemppu
Church. A tribute to the life and
work of the deceased was paid by
Rev. S. P, Jeyanesan. The commit-
tal rites at the cemetery were per-
formed by Rev. Sam Thampoe.
A large gathering was present
including members of the Atchu-
vely Chuarch and other citizens of
Atchuvely.

The diseased was Treasurer of
the Atchuvely Church at the time
of his death. He leaves behind
his wife Pathmini, two daughters
Gayathiri and Selvini. two brothers
and five sisters,

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It has
now been extended to include
pnews or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.

e

Subscriptioy
Inland :

FOR ADVERT‘SEME
Apply to:
The Manager,

N\

' Morning Star ’, Vaddukoddai,

Accounts Clerks
There are vacancies for a
Senior and a Junior Accounts
Clerks at the Diocesan Office of
the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of South India. Salary unegoti-

able. Apply indicating qualifica-
tions  and experience to the
Treasurer, Diocesan Office, Vad-

dukoddai on or before 26th April,
1985.

Treasurer.
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai.

Christa Seva Ashram
Chunnakam

The 12th year of the Home
Call of Rev. Sevak S. Selvaratnam
( Periannan), Founder of the
Christa Seva Ashram at Maru-
thanamadam, was marked by a
Special Holy Communion Service
at the Ashram on 30-3-85 at 7 a. m.

Prior . to the Communion
Service there was the Chapel
Extension Dedication Service at
which the Ven. S. D. Horsings-
ton Archdeacon of Jaffnoa and the
Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran, Vicar
of St. Peter’s Methodist Church,
Jaffoa -participated, along with the
Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred.

The extension to the main
Chapel was dedicated by the
Archdeacon and the wings of the
Chapel which have been newly
constructed by the Rev. H. R. S.
Jeyachandran.  The renovations
made are in memory of Perian-
nan's Parents and his sisters.

A very large number of peo:
ple attended the Services; despite
difficulties of transport.

The Sermon at the Service
was preached by the Rev. H. R.
S. Jeyachandran. A special choir
was in attendance. '

Flash Back

The foundation stone for the
Ashram Chapel was laid in 1939
by Dr. Visser't Hooft. The Dedi.
cation Service took place on 77th
of December 1940. The participat-
ing priests at the Service were the
Revds. E. M. Weaver, D. T. Niles,
S. Kulandran and S, S. Selvarat-
nam. :

The speakers on the occa.
sion were Dr. Jesudason, of the
Christa Kula Ashram at Tirupat-
tur, the founder of the Christian
Ashram Movement in I[adia and
Dr. T. Z. Koo  from China, the
Asian Secretary of the WSCF.

On the same occasion a new
bell, the gift of Mr. and Mrs.
Subramaniam Lewis was ceremo-
piously rung for the first time by
the Rev. S. K. Buanker. The Bell
is to this day tolled regularly as

the aogelus at 5 & m, 12 noon
and 6 p. m.
The text which is inscribed

over the Ashram chancel isi—
" God so Loved".
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Unforgettable Bishop Lakshman

“The greatest memorial to
him will be to follow the way of
life he led, to sesk integrity, to
follow wuprightness, to care for
others in their affliction, and to
love and labour for their deliver-
ence’’. Words uttered by the
late Bishop Lakshman Wickreme-
singhe about Dr. R. L. Hayman,
but so applicable to the belc.)v'ed
Bishop himself as he comes vivid-
ly before our minds on the eve
of his birthday. Which of us,
who had the briefest contact with
him, could ever forget Bishop
Lak’s integrity, his sensitivity to
people and situatiens, his total
inability to prevaricate or to re-
sox:t to euphemism, his impish
humour which constantly leapt
out to confound the pompous,
the whole unconventional attitude
and lifestyle of -a man of God
who dared to dream the impossi-
ble dream of human brotberhood,
justice and peace, and strove to
the end for it's realisation.

The intelleciual and moral
stature of the man was such that
he was bound to command the
respect of all —even of those to
whem his uncompromising inte-
grity made him a thorn in their
flesh. But when such a man
cares passionately about people —
all people — and can communicate
that caring in the warmth of
friendship offered to village culti-

vators, to plantation workers, to
university students, to bumble
men and women in all walks of
-life and all castes, creeds and

communities, he inspires love and
devotion. He lived close to his
Master all his life. He has been
described as “a Bishop who was
significant on the ‘world scene as
well as on the scene of his own
diocese”’, but to many of us the
most significant thing about this
Bishop was that he reflected
Christ's own identification with
the powerless ard the oppressed.

0 Bishop Lakshman was not
infrequently referred to as a ''ra-
dical. He could not have taken
the term to mean anything less
than a compliment. There was
no other way for him as a Chris.
tian who tried his utmost to fol.
low Christ, than to champion un-
popular causes, to indentify him-
self with the Civil Rights Move-
ment, to speak out against racial
discrimination or worker exploita-
tion. In & sermon delivered in
London on * Mission, Polities and
Evapgelism” in 1979, to an Eng-
lish audience, Bishop Lak said .
“An alienated church in Asia
must opt to foster and support
community agitators of this type
to serve in rural, urban, coastal
and plantation sectors, They are
as important for the mission of
the church as parish clergy, com-
munity workers and evangelists,
They may not be listed among

the functionaries in the New
Testament documents ; they are
essential functionaries in contem-

porary Asian Christianity. They
are a sign that an alienated Church
Is serving where the Lord in judg-
ing and reshaping contemporary
Asian saciety and the ccmpany of
Christ’s disciples within it, They
bear witness to the Prophetic func-
tion of the Church to make un.
popular options and to face the
hatsh consequences of sufferning

and dyipg as martyrs for the caus.a
of Jesus. They point to a reli-
gious vision that empowers people
to resist injustice and the powers
of evil, rather than simply
acquiesce "',

There were so many
to the life and concerns of
extra ordinary man that is
posible to touch on them all in
the brief space allotted to a news-
He actively encour-
women Wwho

facets
this
im-

paper article.

aged for instance,

were struggling to free themselves
from ancient shackles. At his in-
sistence the National Christian
Council of Sri Lanka set up &
Women’s Commission to work,
along with secular women acti-

vists and women's groups of other
faiths, for the full participation
of women in church and society.
He entered into deep dialogue
with the clergy of other religions,
particularly the Buddhist clergy,
and won their friendship and trust.
Bishop Lak ever worked to build
bridges of uaderstanding .at all
levels — between  Christians and
those of other faiths, between
Sinhalese and Tamils, between
up — country villagers and plan-
tation workers, between the privi-
leged and the under privileged.

Just as Bishop Wickreme-
singhe was always eager to pro-
mote a truly indigenous liturgy
for the Church in Sri Lanka, he
as also in the latter years, deeply
engaged in working out a dis-
tinctly Asian theclogy based on
concrete situations in Asia today
and relevant to the bontemporary
challenges that Asians fice. We
haveit on the autherity of Canon
Eric  James that Bishop  John
Robinson’s illuminating  book,
“The Truth is Two — eyed ”,
bears the influence of Bishop
Lakshmans theological reflections
which convinced Bishop Robinson
of the importance of viewing God
through Eastern as well as through
Western eyes.

,On his birthday, March 25th,
the Kurunegala Diocese of the
Church of Ceylon will inaugurate
“The Bishop Lakshman Wickre-
mesinghe Memorial Fund”, the
main purposs of which will be to
provide tangible support foa the
furtherance of the wide range of
work and programmes born of the
far sighted vision of the late Bishop,
A brochure is being specially pre-
pared for the occasion and will
contain full details of the projects
and programmes that were close
to his heart, and hence became
our responsibility now, to initiate,
continue or complete,

It was the indwelling Christ
who gave meaning and purpose
and direction to Bishop Laksman’'s
life. And because most of us
recognized the fact, I can think
of no better conclusion to this
inadequate tribute than the words
of a poet—:

“ Not merely in the words you say,
Not cnly in your deeds confessed,
But ir the most unconscious way
Is Christ expre:sed.

Is it a beatific smile ?

A holy light upon your brow ?

Oh, nc! I felt His presence

Wher you laugh:d just now,

For me ‘twas not the truth you
taught,

[In an east African
his age accor

1 stood there and watchedf
ighty men emerging from
Wi nowhere

They invaded our otherwise 4
tranquil community
Armed with axes and ;ilubs‘
i ith our
They wildly fought wfmgile (s
Striking every blow
Like ones possessed.

I, puzzled, and my playmates
bewildered,

We abandoned our games and
stood afar
To avoid the flying pieces of wood
As the action gathered momentum
We stood there
Deeply raged but saying nothing
We stood and watched every
action of the spectacle
The desolation of our community
By the mighty men
Who had authority clutched
in their hands.

As we stood and watched
We remembered
This was not the first time it
happened.
We remembered Kaburini
We remembered ‘Riverside’
And of course couldn’t forget
The classic slum of the Valley
But never before
Did I feel it so passionately
Like this time at Gikomba
Because now I am four
demolitions old.
Within no time
The mighty men advanced
tewards our hut
And there stood poor me
Watching them destroy
My beloved mothsr’s house
Indeed the only property to her
v name
And therefore immensely valuable
But they mercilessly reduced it
into a debrig
As it happened
I was all the time wondering:
What crime has my mother
committed?
Is to be poor a crime?

There as I stood
Watching the strange men in
action

To you so clear, to me so dim,
Bnt when you came to me you
brought
A sense of him.
And from your eyes He beckons
me,
And. from your heart His love is
' shed,
Till I lose sight of you and see
The Christ instead.

Anne Abeysekara

[The Diocese of Kurunagala
is commemorating the |ife and
work of Bishop Lakshman
Wickremasinghe by inaugu.
rating on 25-3.85, his birthday
a fund in his memory, A
Prayer Room was opened op
the 25th March, in Kuruna-
gala. The Room wil] become
a focus of a cultural centre
to carry forward his vision
says the Rt. Ray. Andrew
Kumarage, the new Bishop

of the Kurunagalg Diocese
We thank the Bishop im:
his letter to yug and the

enclosures, one of which we

are publishing ip this special
issue, §

Bd

city, a young
ding to his hom

Demolishing my m
Fury and agony convulsed me.
Every time a man lift
And struck at

Vol.

«] Am Four Demolitions old’

boy learns tg measure
e’s destruction I

other’s house

ed his hands

the carton - paper
canopy

Or at the wooden walls ;
A sharp pain pierced deep into

my heart,

I remembered the tragedy of the

last demolition
When pueumonia claimed my
younger brother’s life.
1 wished I bad the strength to
revenge
I wished my father was alive
But poor him
He went to fight for Freedom
Ard as if he hasn’t won yet
He has never come back.

As I stood and watched

I looked up to the sky

Aud beheld the clouds too were
gloomy

As if ready to join me in the rage.

The clouds too watched

And almost dropped their tears

To add to the stream

Already flowing from my weary eyes

When the men were done with

their work

1 started wondering in my mind:

What plans have the rich for
this area

So that the houses of the poor

Should be thus demolished?

Now the day is far spent
And the night is drawing nearer
Yet we baven’t succeeded
In fishing our blankets, pots
and other valuables
From the huge heaps of the debris,
I also see the clouds 3
As if they too could not hold
. anymore
Are about to shed their tears.
As for me and my beloved mother
and sister
It is no time to cry
For tonight it is but
One more of the numeroue
occasions
When we sleep in open air,

Sam Kobia
(Sam Kobia from Kenya is programme

secretary for urbon rurai mission with
the World Council of Churches. )

Courtesy: One World

The Christian
Asia

Conference of
and the NCC

~

At the General Assembly of

the CCA held recently, the fol-
lowing represented the NCC of
Sri Lanka,

(Lhe R e D. J.
Ambﬂlavanar. Mrs. Carol Garnier
Mr. J. Lionel Silva ang Miss

Chrishanthi Salgado
s (youth gele.

The following were nominat-
ed to be considere

d fo <
as Youth Stewa e

: rds at the Assem-
bly : — Messrs a
anc'larajan, Aledeeev:\nI::i:amC - :
chlfremasinghalage and' M'. i
Bernice Bdlasinghe and lss'a?
de Silva, . B
The NCc Youth
Is schedulag for the

of November this
year,
ROhan W‘jesinghe Ncc T?Je iRev.
niver-
&Peradeniya ) will
TIYC: Bias
Th ‘
e NC SPonsoreq Ecume-
fmaaders’ Conference
M the s5¢p to the
T,

Conference
last week

yea
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THE MORNING STAR

«Let Justice Roll Down as the Waters.... .-

by
Harold H. Wilke

by

”

[ This text is a slightly edited version of an Address delivered by

Rev. (Dr.) Harold W. Wilke ?t
handicapped and aheuated‘people,

gration of

disability of being armless.

I come before you this
morning as a person who re-
presents a religious community-
Furthermore I'm before you
today not as one person bqt
three. ( We're all slightly schi-
zoid. of course, and that re-
flects our human condition ).
The three persons I represent
today are first, the one whom
you see immediately on megt.
ing me namely, a person with
a ‘‘disability”. My second po-
sition is that of a clergyman:
My third is simply that of a
representative of society —a
citizen, a family man, a wor-
ker and all the rest that goes
with being a part of society.
All three persons are speaking
this morning.

First then, I speak as a
person with a disability. But
I want to be seen in terms of
the wholeness which is mine
inspite of the presence of a
disability and I want to be
accepted wholly. My emphasis
needs to be on this wholeness
which is before all of us.

When I think of an em-
phasis, I'm reminded of a time
at a Church I served in the
Chicago area where there were
strangers in Church every Sun-
day. I'm ordained in the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. In that
heritage, most ministers wear
the pulpit robe which hides
the empty sleeves and of
course I don’t do anything in
the pulpit which would draw
attention to the fact of my
particular disability- Strangers
therefore . cannot tell that the
Minister of this Church hap-
pens to have a disability.

So, one morning at the
conclusion of the service a
stranger noted that the three or
four persons in front of him
did not shake hands with me as
I greeted the congregation in the
vestibule after the service.
Taking his cue from that, he

did not offer to shake hands
either.

But as soon as he got out-
side, bhe turned to one of the
members and said *“Is your
minister so aloof, so stuck-ups
that he, would not even shake
hands with you Whereupon my
church member who had long
since forgotten my disability
said ¢ Well, you must remem-
ber that our Minister does not
have hands and therefore ob-
viously he would net be shak-
ing hands with you The
stranger scratched his head
reflectively and said ‘ you know
I did notice that he wasn't
pounding the pulpit so much’.

Well I'm pounding the pul-
pit —the lectern — this morn-
ing; insisting on that wholeness
which characterises the life of
all persons with disabilities and
haadicaps (which all of us
beir in one way or another ),
the wholeness trom a religious
point of view that is imputed

a UN Colloquium on the inte-
Dr. Wilke had the
— Ead.]

by the Lord, a wholeness that
exists for each one of us:

I also recognise that my
identity derives not only from
that kind of wholeness My
wholeness also has to do with
representing today some 450 mil-*
lion persons around the world
along with the participants in
this programme,

Who are these 450 million?
One sixth of them are conge-
nitally disabled persons. The
causes of many of their dis-
abilities — amputation or cere-
bral palsy or retardation or
others — are not really known
In some cases we recognise the
enormous impact of nutritional
loss during the time that the
baby is in the womb.

Then there 1is the wvast
number — five-sixths of the 450
million — whose disability is
acquired later in life. Several
hundred thousands of persons
per day are injured through
war or sports industrial or
home accidents or alcohol abuse:
Seven and a half million peo-
ple annually die in automobile
accidents and proportionately
a much larger number of those
in such crashes are left with
disabilities that will last for the
rest of their lives.

Their handicap and the
handicap of this representative
individual, myself, is also a
handicap of attitudinal barriers,
that barriars that society pwuis
befor us and wupon us and be-
hind us and underneath us, the
barriers. that say *‘you're not
a whole person, merely one
who needs our pity or our
special help. We can look
down upon you as we provide
you “this special help!

I want to be accepted! I
am grateful for my own luck
in being accepted within the
community around the world.
Yet this acceptance does not
exist for a great many of
those 450 million persons.

Now for my second per-
son. [ speak now as a clergy-
man, one of that vast number
of ordained persons in various
religious  organisations and
groups and faiths round the
world.

I feel that that it is im-
portant for us to see the ways
that the church, the mosque,
the temple and the various re-
ligious faiths say something to
the human condition and par-
ticularly to that human condi-
tion of disability. It's ironic
that sometimes, nay often, re-
ligion is used as a buttress
for looking down upon other
persons. There are major sec-
tions of various scriptures thkat
deny the wholeness of an in-
dividual with a disability.

Beyond this, however is
the actual living out of tae
scriptures by the adherents of
these various faiths who say

Jaffna College Alu:nni.—
Singapore and Malaysia

The Principal of Jaffoa College
and Mrs. Kadirgamar made a good-
will tour of Malaysia and Singa-
pore meeting as many slumpi as
possible. Besides meeting alumn!
in their homes and in several small
groups, there were two large ga-
therings — one in Petaling Jaya and
one in Singapore. The alumni
dinner in Petaling Jaya was orga-
nised by Mr. S. Rathichandran and
Dr. S. Durai Raja Singam and about
forty were present. Speeches were
made by Mr. Rathichandran, the
chairman, Dr. Durai Raja Siogam,
Messers T. Thanendran, K. Naga-
rajah and M. Rajasingam. The
gathering in Petaling Jeya included
some of the outstandipg men in
Malaysia. The President of the
Malaysian Medical Association and
tbe King’s physician being Dr. K.
Sarvapanthan; the Director of
Postal Services, Mr. M. Rajasin-
gham; Mr. S. Rathichandran is a
senior lecturer at the Mara Insti-
tute of Technology and Dr S-
Durai Raja Singam, a very out.
standing scholar and author.

Alumni in Singapore met at
the Ceylon Sports Club and more
than sixty were present. The
Dinner was presided over by Mr.
Justic A. P. Rajah, a former Ma-
laysian High Commissioner for
England and Speaker of the Sin-
gapaore Parliament; another senior

(reflecting of course, what is
true for so much of society )
that it is because there has
been some major sin or evil
in your life that you were
born with a disability or that
you acquired a disability-

It is this sin connection
that we now must abjure OQOut
of the Hebraic — Christian tra-
dition which is my own, we
can look at two persons Job
and Jesus

In the Book of Job can be
seen the tremendous religious
and societal pressure of that
time to find a cause for Job's
troubles  Surely his troubles
had to be because Job had
done something evil in his life
Yet at the end, we hear the
answer of God: We do know
that sin has nothing to do
with it.

We hear the same thing-

in the words of Jesus When
Jesus' disciples brought to him
a man who had been born
blind, Jesus' statement was a
flat denial that sin had any-
thing to do with this disability.
It is imperative that we
proclaim from the deepest pos-
sible religious base the rights
of handicapped persons and
their participation within the
wholeness of society.

It is from the religious
tradition that we hear the
words, '‘ Let justice roll down

as waters and righteousness as
a mighty stream. It is our duty
to destroy this evil of *‘han-
dicapism” (that is related to
the evils of racism and sex-
ism ) that says that there is
something inherently wrong,
evil and sinful, whether from
the point of view of our secu-
lar society or from a religious
point of view in being a per-
son with a handicap

29-3-1985 & 5.4-1085 7
\

fnemb“ of the Singapore alumnj
Is Mr. S. M, Vasagar, former
Mayor of Siogapore. The dinner
Wwas organised by Mr. G. Gnana-
chandran ; chaired by Mr. S, Ratna. -
kumar, Engineer and the mlil.l
speech made by Just A, P, Rajah.

Mr. & Mrs. Kadirgamar also
visited some of the older members
of the Alumni Association in their
homes.

Alumni in Singapore and Ma-
laysia are very concerped about
the progress of the institution and
the situation in Jaffaa. They have
whole heartedly agreed to contri-
bute to the K. A. Selliah Memo-
rial Fouundation. The Principal
was alson able te circulate two
video films on the activities in the
college.

Mr. and Mrs. Kadirgamar also
took the opportunity to visit a
host of friends and were guests of
honour at the opening sessions of
the Methodist Conferences of Sin-
gapore and later in Malaysia. They
were also present at the conse-
cration service of the new Bishop
of Singapore. The Principal also
took the opportunity to visit the
National University and the Re-
gional English Language Centre of
Singapore.

Christian Conference of Asia

Consulation on Peace,
Okinawa, Japan

The above conference was
organised in Okinawa entitled —
‘ Qkinawa — Heiwa ( Peace) Con-
ference organised by the Christian
Conference of Asia. 3

Mr. G. Rajanayagam, of the staff
of Jaffoa College was selected along
with two others— Mrs. Nimala
and Mr. Newton Perera by the
National Christian Council of Sri
Lanka to attend this conference.
The Conference was held from
February 18th to 24th. There
were 93 delegates from about ,19
countries in Asia.

The general coasensus of opi-
pnion was that attempts should be
made to bring about a peacefu
solution to the many problems in
the Asian countries. The topic of
peace and justice is holding the
intense attention of the Cbristian
Conference of Asia and World
Council of Churches and several
consultations are held on this topic
nationally and internationally.

You can’t end terrorism by
killing terrorists

You canpot put an end to
terrorism by Kkilling  terrorists.
Couater terrorism is no counter
to terrorism. If society as whole
is prepared to piy a price, then
terrorism can be defeated. A strong
society combined with firm action
by the government is the amswer
to terrorism. There is no cheap

way to eradicate it. First the
roots of terrorism must be dealt
with.

These are some of the points
made by Professor Ralph Buultjens,
the Orwellian Big Brother of India
and  Professor’ of Philosephical
Sciences of New York University,
at the second of his public lectures
arranged by the Institute of
Fuadamental Studies on 12-3-85,

The subject of his entertain-
ing and enlightening lecture was
Terrorism in History — Politics
and Fear. Presiding over it was
his colleague Professor Cyril Pon-
RAMPEruma,
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The Easter Feeling !

an Editor of the Ecu-

; n, g
a Methodist layma has made a significant

in Gurney, .
Robin y o Bible Study

me)ical Press Service, in
comment.

i to
He "has said that r
pel stories of the Resurrection

is one verse in the gos=-
which epitomises the whole Eas-
ter story it is those words in Mathew XVIIIII. 7d-e—ad :’.Go Quickly
oiples that he is risen from the
ghd ling is one of urgency and excitement that
The i f:):ingthat no longer man need fear man. It
Chihe m'e”the age of Jesus there was a great tension be-
is said that o le of Galilee and the religious leadership in Jeru-
g ﬂ'ﬁ, pergl;sses of the people in Galilee were too poor to
salem.tbe ﬁencr points of the rabbinic law. Consequently they
lv(veeerr; Jooked down as ¢sinners’. g

Jesus’ condemnation of the‘Temple seems to mdxcnte _that
he was reflecting the deep sentiment of the people of his time.
+Sinners’ included not only those ”who brok.e the law of God
but even those in +* dishonourable occupa.tlons as shepherds
who broke the sabbath, and those engaged in unclefan occupa-
tions' as leather-makers and even the physwal‘l‘y hadlcaeped be-
cause such handicap was the result of God’s ‘““absence” rather
than an active blessing-

It was under such historical circumstances that Jesus‘ be-
gan his preaching of the gospel on the shores of t.he Galilean
Sea. He came, as a writer puts it fFom the; <8 hlnterland of
history” and it was 10 this *hiterland’ of Gallle.e,. in the sha-
dow of oppression and under the pressure of injustices that
the people received the message of liberation.

Jesus was not always prudent (or discreeﬁ as we would
say) in his utterances condemning th_e value orientation of the
middle class ‘‘good people” of his time. It was always clear
how and by whom Jesus was brought to death on the cross.
He was put to death by the power structures of the day. The
people knew why he was hanging on the Cross-_ Even a cen-
turion who was nearby confessed:— * Truly this man was a
son of God”,

After the Resurrection, the gospel story tells us that Jesus
left Jerusalem and went ahead of his disciples to Galilee where
he started his gospel of liberation among the poor and the
sinners.

The miracle of the Resurrection therefore signifies to the

Christian that he cannot live in a world of neutrality and escap-
ism. His world is built around a crucified and risen Christ.

him if there

We see the resurrected Christ today in tke ¢ refugee” writh-
ing from decrees that come unexplained and unexplainable, yet
delivering the defiant message that ‘life must be more’.

We see the resurrected Christ in the Prisoner of Conscience
held behind bars witnessing to the justice he still believes in.

We see the resurrected Christ in many lives scarred by
the *survivor syndrome’ — chronic anxiety, flattened emotions
and recurring night mares —yet reflecting Robert Browning's
words ‘“‘our times are in His kand who said a whole I planned.
Youth shows but half: trust God See all nor be afraid’.

We see the resurrected Christ in the lives of all men and
women all over the world waging a bitter struggle against
super-powers who are spending ‘‘one million US dollars a
minute on weapons of war” when two-thirds of the world’s
four billion people suffer from malnutrition.

It is this simple joyous méssage embodied in Charles Wes-
ley’s Easter Hymn which expresses the Easter Feeling:—

Soar we now where Christ has led

Following our exalted Head

Made like him, like him we rise

Qurs the cross, the grave, the Skies
Allelujah |

Felicitations and

Committee. We congratulate the
Congratulations

Bishop on the literary award

bestowed im,
Bishop Oswald Gomis, Vicar-Ge- pd - onyilpim

neral and Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Colombo has been
awarded an Honorary Ph. D. by
the Fu Jen University of Taiwan

The Revd. Canon R. S. de Saram,
Warden Emeritus of St. Thomas
College Mt. Lavinia celebrated
the 50th Anniversary of his ordi-

for his outstanding coatribution in nation to the priesthood recently
the fisld of Sccial Communica- with a special iervice held at
tions in Asia for fourteen years the S.'T.C, Chapil of the Trans-
and in particular for work done figuraticn,

in charge of Raidio Veritas. As Nl e

= 5 A Felicitatiou 1
Exeacutive Chairman of the FA el o

presentel to Canon de Saram by
Mr. E. G. Wickre nanayake (OFdet s
on the occasion o his 87th birth-.
doy which fell o1 11-3.85. The

Volume, compiled by Mr, Mervyn

BC Commission he has had the

longest record of service.

Bishop Gomis has also served

jn the Siohala Bible Revisicn
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Lenten Thought

Jesus sets Free to Serve the Oppressed Today

The institutional Church has
had a long history of ministry to
the world through a wide range
of institutions and services hospitals,
schools and care for the destitute
being good examples. In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries and in the wake of the French
Revolution a movement began
which deliberately relieved the
Church of much that had remained
a Church monopoly. The result
of this process in history is the
concept of the weifare state as
prevailing in many western nations
today ; the major forms of social
service which for centuries bad
been carried on by the Church have
been very largely taken out of the
hands of the Church and are carried
on by the state. Yet in many
countries in Asia and Africa the
Church continues its traditional
service ministries alongside state
institutions.  Despite these pio-
neering efforts of the Church in
maany Countries and the examples
of sacrificial service, these forms
of social service are now regarded
as being inadequate in terms of
the needs of morden societies.

The oppressed peoples in many
post — independent nations of Asia
have been largely betrayet by their
political leaders and are still trapped
in the dependent socio — political
systems created by them and are
the victims of exploitation at the
hands of foreign capital and Trans
National Corporations. True free-
dom, sovereighty and economic
independence have yet to be rea-
lised. The slogans of welfare,
service and in more recent times
development have all been mani-
pulated by ruling elites to serve
their own interests and these of
their foreign masters within a frame-
work of neo — colonialism. Fur-
thermore in several -Asian coun-
tries the masses of the people groan
under the weight of authoritarian
regimes and military dictatorships.
The economic systems created have
denied masses of working people
the fruits of their labour owner-
ship of lands and workplaces, and
the right te be subjects of their
own future. Chroaic poverty,
inequality and powerlessness are
the pervasive factors in the life of
the oppressed peoples of Asia, This
reality of an oppressive social
system finds its support, sanction
and legitimacy in the political sys-
tem and the state. The growing
Centralised and military power in
many Asian States is a dangerous
trend against ehich people every-
where are struggling to be free,
This struggle of the people is often
diverted and distorted by the use
of a State ideology.

By ideology we refer to a
system of ideas and values that
determine the pattern of behaviour
of a people. Through a monopoly

Cassie Chetty contains

: articles
from various newspapers about
the Rev. R. S. de Saram during
his tenure as Warden of St

Thomas College.

Registered as a Newspaper at the G, p 0., Srs 1, ;
. . o a

Printed for the Jaffna Dioces
muganatha Press, Kankesanthuraj

Road,
and published by Mr, Alvappillai R o

e of the Church

ajasinghgm_

information and of the Masg
Media, ruling elites — includiog very 3
often religious leaders — effectively
condition and colonise the minds
of people with ancient and modern
myths and (e. g. racial
superiority, anticommunism, etc),
The enemy mentality is actively
fostered (this is very easilydeve.
loped in times of war in terms
of a war psychosis) and people
from all walks of life, inculding
leading intellectuals are ensnared
and lose their freedom and critj.
cal faculties. This is the context
in Asia in which true freedom
and liberation in Christ has to be
witnessed to.

of

slogans

Serving one another — taking
the form of a bond — servant
(* doulos) has to be interpreted
in this context as a self — empiy-
ing, self —giving incarnation in
the midst of the people’s struggle.
Tne servauts of the new order
or age cannot be coatent with
development or social seryice which
dehumanises people and is banded
out from above. Rather they are
challenged to struggle and suffer
with the oppressed in peoples or-
ganizations where pzople are sub-
jects of their own destiny. Those
from the middle and upper claéses
who make such a class option and
de —class themselves have there-
after no rights — They are at the
mercy of the oppressed and belong
to them in ome fraternity. Such
an immersion in the struggles of
people for full freedom has deep
implications for us in terms of
life styles, decision — making and
belonging —ness. In the midst of
a common suffering mutual service
of one anotner takes place with—
the growth of awareness in peosle’s
movements. Thus there develops
an alternative and transforming
consciousness of peoples power in
the face of a dominant ideology.
The alternative to the dominate
community beeomes the servant
community with a new understand-
ing of authority, and the growth
of collective leadership based on
real solidarity and mutual love and
service. (Mark. 10:42-45),

The example set by Jesus in
washing the feet of his disciples
was precisely in order to develop
this typs of collective coascious-

ness and solidarity among his
disciples.......... Then if I, your
Lord and Master, have washed

your feet, you also outht to wash
one another’s

faat niaes . ohn.
13: 12-17), 4
The feet washing action is
not only a

symbolic act but a
¢ to a new style of life
rooted in equality brotherhood and
Sisterhood. ' In very truth I tell
lynu,l\:/iI Servant is not greater than
s Master, nor a meg

senger than
the one who sent him, g[f tyou
know this, happy aye you if you
act upon 44, 3

Re
Methodist Church
]\':uldﬂl'\'ely,
Karay eddy

challenge

V- 8. K. Kadirgamar
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