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Versatility, . Zeal and Dedication
__The Hall-marks of his Long Career

Mr. I. P. Thurairatnam
(known to many of his friends
and close associates by his ini-
tials IPT) slipped to his eter-
nal rest on ‘Saturday (27-4-85)
afternoon ~ illusively. perhaps
with only the words of the
hymn on his lips “ The day thou
gavest Lord has ended...... Thy
praise_will sanctify the rest’.

The last meeting he atten”
ded was a Service of Thanks
giving at the Tellippalai Church
to commemorate the eighth
death anniversary of Mr. S. J- V.
Chelvanayakam on Friday
26-4-85. Though feeble latterly
in health he never missed im-
portant occasions or events in
public life or in the life of
the community.

All roads to * Roseville”

From Sunday morning large
crowds of old students, friends
and members of the public
poured into his residence to pay
their last respects to one who
was, till the end, a vital a part of
the community not only at Telli-
palai and in the villages around
but in the whole of the Jaffna
District.

The staff and students of
Union College assembled at
“Roseville ” at 2 p. m- and paid
their last respects to the Foun-
der This occasion was availed
of, by representatives of the
parents, the public, the old stu-
dents and heads of neighbour-
ing schools and religious organi-
* sations to pay their last tribute
to an educationist who for 29
years guided the destinies of a
school at Tellippalai which con-
tinues even to this day to be
a beacon in the community.

The . Funeral Service

The Funeral Service was
held at the Tellippalai Church
at 3P. M. on 29-4-85, after
a short service at the residence
earlier, The Bishop, the Rt.
Rev. D.J. Ambalavanar conduc-
ted the Service, in the Church
assisted by Rev. T, S Prema-
rajah, the Presbyter of the
Tellippalai Church-

The Lessons at the Service
were read by Rev. T. S. Prema.
rajah and Rev. §. K, Kadirga
mar. The members of the family
sang a special anthem

The Tribute was paid by
Mr, K. Poornampillai, the former
Principal of Hartley College and
later of St. John’s College, Jaffna.

Mr. Poornampillai said that
his first contact with IPT was
when he went to him in con-
n:ction with the printing of the
Hartley College miscellany That
was when he (the speaker was
a teacher at Hartley.

He was greatly impressed,
Mr, Poornampillai said, with
the knowledge !PT had on all
a pects of Printing, qualityand
sizes of paper, variety of types

etc., etc. There were no tech®
nicalities which IPT was not
aware of, begining from the
composing stage to the ‘strik-
ing ' stage.

Later he discovered that
IPT's wersatility extended to
several important fields of know-
ledge — not normally within the
range of a school Principal —
such fields as photography,
horticulture and accounting
He also knew the finer points
of the school games played
and himself excelled in some
of them.

.
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Mr. I. P. Thurairatnam

In the Teachers’ World of
his day, the most abiding contri-
bution IPT made was as Pre-
sident of the ACUT when he
made the W & OP Fund of
Assisted School Teachers, a
flaming reality. There were
several odds to be met But
IPT’s actuarial researches re-
vealed to him the fact that
with the addition of a mere
2 per cent to the existing
scheme, the Government -could
with ease operate the W & OP

Scheme. He discounted the
government proposition that
another 4 per cent had to be

deducted from the teacher to
make the Scheme feasible In
the end., the government had
to accept IPT's position and
and the Scheme came into
operation in 1951.

A vital contribution IPT
made to meetings which he
chaired were also his suceess
in focussing the attention of
members on important issues
on the agenda and preventing
them from meandering aimless-
ly consuming time on discus-
sions relating to ‘minutes’ of
the previou’s meeting.

How he was offered the
challenge of taking up the
Mission Establishment at Tel-
lippalai, how he overcame all
red tape at department level,
and how he steered the ‘amal-
gamation’ through several com-
mittees is a saga which has
been recounted in his book,
I Remember”

The achivements of IPT’s
children in their several walks
of life was well known to those
who knew the family, Their
success was almost entirely cue

to the value - orientation given
to them by their parents. 1PT’s
home was one which exuded
joy, tranquility and poise. These
in turn had a profound impact
upon the children. A home
with  Christian ideals and
values is an educating influ-
ence of no small importance.

Above all in his life and
work IPT reflected a strong
refigious faith which sustained
him till the end in the strains
and stresses of a long carrer
which touched many areas of
activity in the church. He was
a good watch dog of the in-
terests of the instituitions of
the church.

The Sermon

The Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D.
J. Ambalavanar based his sermon
on the text taken from St. John's
Gospel, Chapter 11 Verse 25:-
“Jesus said unto her I am the
Resurrection and the Life. he that
believeth on me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live”.

Referring to the story in
St, John’s Gospel of the visit
of Jesus to the home of Mary
and Martha in Bethany, after
the death of their brother Laza-
rus, the Bishop said that the
Christian faith is built on the
very fact of the resurrection.
But the resurrection is not, as
Martha believed an event which'
pertained to the “last day when
people are dead and will rise
again”, The Easter experience
is part of the daily life of the
Christian. [t is the basic foun-

dation of our faith that those

who believe on Him. ‘‘though

he were dead, yet shall he -

live

While on occasions like this,
we have to draw our comfort
from the doctrine that those
who have lived close to God
in our midst are not ‘dead’
but are yet living, it is also
our duty to recall what they
had been in our midst.

'Mr; Thurairatnam’s versati-
lity made him in our midst
an asset.- The Diocese found
in him one who was not the
proverbial ‘Jack of all trades
who was master of none* but
the ‘“Jack” who was : master
of all the “trades’ he was called
upon to handle.

He was Treasurer of the
Mission for many years from
1935 when he became the first
National to be put ‘in charge
of a Mission station He was
on the executive committee
first of the MiSsion and then
of the Diocese for many years:

Though he left Jaffna College
after a comparativily short spell
on the Staff he was actively
associated with the College as
one of its directors - for many
years He helped to run the
Mission Hospitals and was Pre-
sident of the Medical Board
for a considerable length of
time, His links with the local
Church and the Diocese have
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Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It has
now been extended to include
news or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.

been so strong that it was not a
surprise that at the last meeting
‘of the Diocesan Council in March
this year, Mr Thurairatiam re-
presented the Tellippalai Church
as one Of its delegates and sat
through the entire sessions, even
as he had done when he was
a younger person,

He gave freely of his time
and talents for any wor: for
which they were required and
for any cause which he consi-
dered worthy It is a little known
fact that the idea of a Jaffna
Public Stadium was first mooted
by Mr. L P. Thurairatnam who
gave all assistance to the Plan-
ners to see that the Stadium
conformed to the standards ex-
pected of such a project.

Of such a lite it could
well be said that it has been
travelling on its course "towards
sunrise’.

After the concluding hymn,
“ QOusddr esid aradw......
the Rt. Rev, S. Kulandran, for-
mer Bishop of the J.D.C, S, I
offered the concluding Prayer
and the Benediction. The com-
mitta] rites at the graveside at
Tellippalai were performed by
the Bishop assisted by Rev.
S K Kadirgamar and the Rev.
T. S- Premarajah.

Mr, Thurairatnam leaves
behind besides his wife Rose
Parimalam (nee Hitchcock ),
four sons Dr. Harichandran
(New Zealand). Balachandran
{ Zambia, Dr- Manoharan ( Jed-
dah), Mahendran (New Zea-
land ) three daughters, Sarojini
Paramananthan (New Zealand ),
Sakuntala Gunanayagam and
Dr. Miththradevi  Niranjan
(U.K.), a sister, Mrs. Rajarat-
nam. a brother Mr. D. N. Selva-
ratnam and a very large circle
of relations and friends

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED MEMORIES
OF

Lyman S. Kulathungam
At Rest: 5th May 1983

' Now the labourer's task is ove.

Now the battle-day is past;

Now wupon the farther shore,

Lands the Voyager at last.’'
Remembered with affection
by his wife, children and
their families.

Vaddukeddai, *
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3.5.1985

some Notable Events
in School Life at Union College

inci . I. P, Thurairatnam)
ing the tenure as Principal of Mr
(e 1940 — 1964

29.7-40 An S.C. M. Unit inaugurated by Dr- D. T. Niles and Mr.
IZE;(:.- {1.0Nl'llf:;: First Prize Giviog: Chief Guests Prof. Cl.q Sulri);};:';ll-.
l;ugam of the Ceylon University College and Mrs. Sunt aéa g
22-12-40 O.S A, ( Parent Branch) inaugurated. Mr. T. C. j
elected first President. .

20"“;'?:”; First Annual celebrations of the Union — the Senior Literary

Association. Chief Guest Mr. M. Balasundaram, Advoc:la.cmpan“y
i i epartment an

lOS- 6b;1::byORD::.mSg: sz I;?:st:.pe’;‘bl:lleclk':i‘:tsDiuf:)luded sample.s of dxﬂ'eren;
kicnds of paper and boards made from old cloth, plantain bark an
palmyrah leaf.

31-5-45 The visit of H E the Gf)v;rnesrcE(i);lHaIll:)r'ol(\I'I:::el; lvf:scl:li:mMc:::
;Gr ‘”(5:'.‘ }:’;::j;:;::l tl-l::n:n ‘:etilr:meut after 50 years in the service
of .the Mission as Superintendent of the Press.

18-2-46 Visit of the American Board Deputation: Rev. gxyn(x:ond.
Dudley, Dr. Albert Bucker Coe, Mrs. Coe and VIlSS‘ Patty Lee Cog
s, i I h f Colombo

11-3-46 Rt. Rev. Lakdasa de Mel thep assistant Bishop of Col
2 in the schoel. y

lofv;l?i?ed' Ul:xiun Carnival’ opened by the Hon. Justice C. Nagalingam.

18 -11-47 School welcomes the first Bishop of the JDCSI, th.e Rt.
Rev. S. Kulandran at the Assembly. Staff Lunch for the new Blsho;.).

7.7-48 Thae Staff Dianaer to Mr. Thurairatnam and Mrs. Thura'l-
ratnam at the Urikadu Mission Buogailow on the evt? of Mr. Thurai-
ratnam’s departure to USA for post graduate studies.

16-7-48 Mr. Thurairatnam sails for New York fir an year’s post
graduate studies at the Columbia University. He returned on 28-11-49

5-5.52 Film Society organised to make a beginning in Audio - visual
Education. An Audio - visual lab constructed. !

16-3-52 Prof; Chandran Devanessan of Madras Christan College is
the Chief Guest at the Prize Day. Miss A, H- Paramasamy distri-
bute the prizes.

18-11-52 The College anaexed the JGSSA Nétball Championship by
winning the' fiaal match against Chundiculi Girls College.

13-3-53 The College annexed the JSSA Cricket Championship by
winnieg thc fioal match against Jaffna Hindu.

‘19 -3-53 Dr. Howard Somerville of CMC Vellore . the hero of Everest )

- and Mrs Sdmerville at the Prize Giving.

44-7- 53 OSA [ Colombo Branch ] inaugurated at th: Colombo YMCA;
a Filim show of school events.

28-9-53 Dr. David Mackaith. Execative Vice President of the Ameri-

can Board and Mrs. Mackeith visit the school.

3-3-54 A notable record at the Uaiversity Preliminary Examination
(Science . Taree candidates out of six who appeared were admitted
direct to the University and a fourth after the viva.

26-3-54 Mr. and Mrs, Thurairatnam emplane for Malaya on a collection
campaign for the school.

15-10-54 Opening of the * Malayg Block” (9 class rooms ) by Mr. V. K.
Chioniah, President of the Malayan Association. [The Block was

dedicated earlier in the afternoon by the Rt. Rev.S. Kulandren Bishop
of the JDCSI]-

18-3-55 Bishop David Chellappah shortly after his consecration as
Bishop of Madras and Mrs. Chellappih are Chief Guests at the Prize
Day.

16-3-56 Dr.and Mrs. D. T. Niles, Chief Guests at the College Prize
Giving.

12-3-57 Mc. M. Tairachelvam {then Deputy Solicitor General) is
Chief Guest at the Prize Giving. Sister Elezibeth Baker distributed
the Prizes,

15-3-57 Visit of Dr. Alford Carlton

Vice President of the ABCEM
to the school,

23-7-58_ Mr. Thurairatoam leaves for Tokyo to attend th
Conveantion in Christias Education.

15.9-58 Furst visit to the school of Dr. T. H. Mook
of the American Board and Mrs. Mook,

Dazc. 1962 The College annex>d the JSSA Football Championship.
15-3-63 Mr. Thurairatnam s |ast
before retirement Chief Cuests
rajih and Mrs' Sriskandarajah,

World

India Secretary

Prize Giving at Union Collsge
The Hon. Mr. Justice P. Sriskarda--
25-1-64 Public Farewell at Tellippalai to Mr and Mrs. Thurairatnam,
Note:

Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnams’s career at Telippalai ¢pans a period of
9 years, This diary of notable events covers only his period as Principal
of Uaigp College,

The
D Wwhich
{ev ot

kileidoscope is intended to give an

dea of the spirit
a Christian educational enierprice was

: conceived and the
99 with which the task was executed,

— C. E. R,

THE MORNING STAR

The Colombo Church

he
i of Condolence fort
SE:‘t,::C(EIVlr. I. P. Thurairatnam

A Service of Condolencg

for the late Mr. L. P. Thurai-
ratnam was held at the Chapel-
of the C.S. I, Colombo Church
on 29th April 1985 to’ synchx;o—
nize with the funeral service
held at Tellipalai The Service
was conducted by Mr. Thava-
rajah Thomas, Deacon SCESHl
Colombo Church.
. The Service commenced
with a * Thevaram” by Mrs.
Pearl Yoganathan - au old stu-
dent of Union College and a
friend of the family. Bible
lessons were read by Mrs. Pat-
ricia Bonney - a niece of the
late Mr. L. P. Thurairatnam and
Mrs. Amirtham Devarajan — g
close relation,

An intercessionary prayer
of thanksgiving was led by Mr.
Thavarajah Thomas. A memo-
rial tribute was paid by Mr. V.
Navaratnam, Director of Studies
and lraining —I.C. A. a stu-
dent of the late -Mr, I, P. Thu-
rairatnam and a friend and class-
mate of Dr. Harichandran of
New Zealand. Mr- Navaratnam
is also a Treasurer of the C.
S. L. Colombo Church. He re-
ferred to late Mr. I. P. Thuraj-
ratnam as a modern architect
who bhad remodelled Union
College from the humble begine-
ings to the state it is today.
It is noteworthy to mentjon
that the late Mr I P. Thuraj.
ratnam was the first Sri Lankan
to take over the management
of Union College from the fore-
ign missionaries. Mr. Navarat-
nam also referred to the contri-
butions the late Mr. I. P. Thurai-
ratnam had made in the field

* of education, in general and to

the Christian community j
particular,

The Service was attended
by a representative gathering
of relations and friends who
were not in a position to be
present at the funeral service
at Tellipalai. They came to con-
vey .their sympathies to the
immediate members of the
family who were present inclu-
ding Mr D N Selvaratnam and
Mr C.K Kunanayagam, brother
and son-in law respectively of
the late Mr I. P Thurairatnam
and also to Mrs, Rose Thurairat.
nam and Mrs, Sakuntala Kuna-
nayagam, wife and daughter of

_the late Mr.. [. P, Thurairatnam,

n
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at Tellipalai and to the other
family members abroad-

The Service concluded with
benediction pronounced by Rey.
J. J. Ratnarajah.

Jaffna College

WANTED for immediate em-

ployment for the Primary School
1) A Trained teacher

2) A Western Music Teacher.

Applicants should be fully
qualified and should be prepared
to be resident in the college.
Applications to be made on forms
available in the college office on
or before 20th May, 1985.

Jaffoa College, PRINCIPAL,

. Vaddukoddai.

Jaffna College
Engliah Medium Classes

Advanced Level and Ordinary
Level of London and A. E. B,
classes will commence on Monday
3rd Juoe, 1985. You should meet
the Principal for further details
and application forms.

Jaffoa Céllege.
Vaddukoddai.

PRINCIPAL.

—_— =

Navaly Church .

Grace Atputhamalar Eliaathamby

As reported briefly in our
issue of 19:h & 26th of April, the
death occurred recently of Grace
Atputhamalar Eliathamby wife
of Mr. C. J. Eliathamby of Navaly,

The Funeral Service took place
at her residence “Atputhamanai”
on 22-4-85 at 8 A. M. Rev. D.
R. Ambalavanar officiated, assited
by Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred and
Mr. Christo T. Roberts, Worker at
Navaly. Associated with them was
Father Rev. Emmanuel of St,
Peter’s R. C. Church, Navaly. The
Bishop the Rt. Rev. D. J. Amba-
lavanr offered the concluding prayer
and Benediction,

The committai rites were per-
formed by Rev. D. R. Ambala-

vanar assisted by Rev. Issac Selva-
ratnam. 3

The deceased leaves behind,
besides her 'husband, Mr. GiJe
Eliathamby two sons, Dr. Sathia
seelan' ( Nigeria) and Dr. Jeya-
seelan (Kandy ) and three daughters
Mrs. Pathminidevi Edwin ¢ Nige-
fia), Mrs Atputhavanitha Seeva-

ratnam and Mrs- Kirupamirtham
Ernest.

STAFF & PUPILS

OF
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, JAFFNA

cordially invite Parents,

Old Boys and Well Wishers to the

PRIZE GIVING

on Saturday, the 1st of

June, 1985 at 9.00 a. m.

Chief Guests:

Prof. N. Sreeharan, M. . (Cey.),
( Professor of Medicine,
and Consultant Physician, G

M.R.C.P. (U. K.), Ph. D, (Leeds)
University of Jaffna
eneral Hospital, Jaftna.)

and
Mrs. Shivani Sreeharan
Chairman :

Ven. Sam D,

Archdeacon

2-5-1984.,
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