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University Admission for
1985 — 86

The 1984 G. C. E. (A/L) stu.
dents have not scored as well in
their papers as the preceding
batches, according to the Higher
Edacation Secretary Dr. Stanley
Kalpage. The Colombo district
cut-off scores for the various fa-
culties demonstrates ‘' what can be
a fall in standards’ :—

Medicine 253 (261); Engi:
neering I 230 (260); Engineer-
ing 11 227 (257); Bio-Science
225 (234); Commerce 220 (234);
Physical Science 180 (205); Law
231 (245'; Arts 202 (218). [The
cut-off scores for last year are in
brackets.]

The intake for medicine has
been increased by 50, Veterinary
Science by 15, Dentistry by 15.
A new course, Quantity Surveing
has been introduced with 19 stu-
dents.

The total intake this year
for the Academic year 1985 — 86
is 5426 selected from 11,698 who
applied for admission, having been
qualified for it.

A new phenomenon this year
is that omly 512 students have
applied for the Physical Science
Course, though 713 were eligible
and 780 places were available.

Admission to A. L. Classes

Six passes and three credits
at the G.C.E. (OL) Examina-
tion will not automatically make
a student eligible for admission
to the G.C. E.(AL) classes to
the school of his choice.

According to an Education
Circular, the school heads must
give first preference to students
who have qualified in their own
schools. The second preference
has to be given to students ap-
plying from schools that have no
AL classes.

Where students, who have
quabfied for admission in a school
whnieh has AL classes, and also
which has the necessary disciplines
required, apply for ‘a better school ’
they will not be selected unless
in that school the vacancies have
not been filled by the
garding preferences
the Department.

rules re.
outlined by

Royal College has 500 students
qualifying for admission to AL
classes from their school and ne
vacancies. Ananda College bas
20 vacancies for which 1000 have
applied.

Most schools insist that the
applicants should be below 18
and should have qualified in the
first attempt at the G. C. E. (OL)
Examination.

When a student sends an
application, from his school where
he has qualified, to another school,
his applieation has to be endors-
ed by the Principal of the scheol
that there are no AL classes in
his school or no ‘discipliner’
which the student desires to per-
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A Distinguished Visitor

Our Diocese was honoured
by the yisit, in May, of the
Rev Robert Scheuermeier. Rev.
Scheuermeier has been closely
associated with the Indian
Churches first as a Basel Mis-
sion missionary in India and
now as Asia Secretary of the
South- West German Mission
Board. His Mission Board con-
tributes to the various pro-
grammes of the Church of
South India. This was his
first visit to the Jaffna Dio-
cese. Due to the prevailing
situation at that time he could
not visit much to his disap-
pointment.

ing and seeing for himself the
several projects and programmes
that our Diocese has under-
taken in that area. He also
declared open a public water
utility at Murukandy and the
Day Care Centres for under
fives at the C.S. 1. Refugee
Rehabilitation Centre at Sama-
thanapuram ( Akkarayan) and
at the Shalom Nagar Develop-
ment Centre. In the photo-
graph he is seen along side
Bishop Ambalavanar lighting
the traditional oil lamps prior
to declaring open. the Shalom
Nagar Day Care Centre. Also
seen is the Rev S. Jeyanesan,
the pastor incharge of all the

He did, however, spend C: S i programmes in the
three days in Kilinochchi visit- Kilinochchi area.
For the Record
The First Official Announcement about the
Cessation of Hostilities
The major terrorist groups try of Defence, Dr. Wickrema
have agreed to a cessation of Weerasooria.

bostile activities as a precondi-
tion to a political solution to pro-
blems affecting the northern and

eastern parts of Sri Lanka, Na-
tional Security Minister Lalith
Athulathmudali said yesterday
(18-6-85).

“It appears that we have

reached a point where we can
look confidently forward to a ces®
sation of hostile activity as from
today” Mr. Athulathmudali said
yesterday. ‘“But I am a little
difident on one score there are
many minor groups of terrorists
who may not get the message.”

The government will be re-
luctantly compelled to take action
against these groups if they com-

mit any hostile acts, the minis-
ter said.
Mr. Athulathmudali said that

all the major groups of terrerists
includiog Prabakaran’s LTTE
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam)
have agreed to the cessation of
hostile activity as a means of
creating @& suitable atmosphere for
dialogue.

note that I have
not used the words ‘ceasefire’.
The term is 'cessation of hostile
activity ', he told pressmen at a
news conference summoned by the
Additional Secretary of the Minis.

‘' Pleaee

The minister said the security
forces will not be withdrawn from
the north and east.

‘"What = be government is
most interested in at the stage is
an adperence to the cessation of
hostile activity. It is also most

keen to take steps to restore
normalcy 1 all the areas, parti-
cularly in Jaffoa, where, citizens

bave been undergoing severe hard-
ship.”

The Government Agent of
Jaffoa has been issued instructions
to go ahead with a road main-
tenance programme. All activity
in this regard had been halted
for over a year, after the terro.
rists began using landmines.

The government also wants
to examine how the people of
Jaffoa can be brought baek to a
normal way of life. The prob-
lems will be examined in stages.

““We intend watching the
response to the call for a cessa-
tion of hosulities, after which
other steps will follow ”, the mi.
nister said.

These steps, Mr. Athulathmu-
dali explained, will be directed to-
wards ensuring that the fishermen
get back to work and all other
civilian activity returns to pormal.
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" There are at present several
restrictions = the surveillance zone.
the prohibited zone. and the cur-
fews... it is a graduated programme
that the government will be un-
dertaking ”’ hLe said.

" All this will depend on a
continuing situation without hostile
action. We are certain that ths
people of Jaffoa want this.”

Asked whether the govern-
ment had direct contact with the
rerrorists, the minister said it was
obvious that there was ‘‘ some
form of contact”. He refused to
elaborate.

Mr. Athulathmudali
government, was most interested
restoring reprusentatmn in parlia-
ment to the affected areas.

Asked whether TULF MP’s
would be restored in their seats
if they declared allegience to a
unitary state, the minister said
this could be the easiest course,
It all depended on a solution that
was satisfactory to all concerned
at all points, he said.

[CDN] 19-6-85]

said the

Censorship

Press censorship imposed
on 1-2-85 continues. It has |
now been extended to include
news or articles on the Uni-
versities of Sri Lanka.

News of Refugees

In August 1983, there were
87,740 Tamil refuogees in 48 cen-
tres throughout the island. To-
day the number we learn is 1650
in four centres — Ratmalana, Mul-
laitivu, Kilinochi and Batticaloa.

After November 1984, there
are 45,000 Tamil refugees in 70
refugee camps, fifty of these are
in Trincomalee, Batticaloa and
Mullaitiva. There are some 9000
Sinhala refugees from the fishing
community in camps in ths
Negombo District.

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE AND
EvVER LoVING MEMORY OF
OuUR DEAR PARENTS
Mrs. Caroline Thiraviam
Jeyarajah
July 22nd 1968

Mr. Edwin John Jeyarajah
June 30th 1983

Affectionately remembered
and deeply missed by your
loved ones.

10, Church Road,
Chavakachcheri,

Departed :

Departed :
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Many Happy Returns — Dr. James T. Ruinam
BY

Prof. Bertram Bastiampillai
University of Colombo.

Dr. James T. Rutnam rea-
ches his 80th birthday on 13th
June 1985 This is no _douk?t
a very important occasion In
his lite but it is also an 1m-
portant occasion in the lives
and history of other Sri Lan-
kans.

Dr. Rutnam is very well
known to most in Sri Lanka
as a benign and gracious gen-
tleman. He had learned the
art of growing old gracefully
after having lived very well
over more than a full span of
life normally accorded to man-
kind by the Psalmist.

Dr. James T. Rutmam had
his early education in two of
the leading Christian private
schools when these schools were
at their zenith in the educa-
tional life of this country. As
a student, Dr. Rutnam was,
according to those who knew
him, intelligent and always re-
bellious in the cause of what is
just and humane He was ne-
ver an unquestioning subordi-
nate to authority. He wanted
to know why and what and
kept like Socrates questioning
throughout his life, and does
so even today.

At the Ceylon Law College
he won the coveted prize for
Legal research, but soon turn-
ed away from Law and took
to matrimony and business.
His inter-communal marriage at
a time when such liaisons
where frowned upon is today
very well known. This has
passed into history through a
film produced by his son and
whice ran so successfully in
the local theatres only a few
months ago. As a business-
man, Dr. Rutnam climbed to
the top in a short time and
dominated the commercial world
of Sri Lanka like a Colossus.

Dr. Rutnam made a num-
ber of unsuccessful attempts
to enter into politics. Unfor*
tunately, politics eluded him
and this in turn enriched the
academic ambience of Sri Lans
ka. Dr Rutnam devoted his
time to reading and writing
He travelled round the world
and visited every well known
library and arahive both in the
free countries and those with
curtains around them His col-
lection of books and original
materials, many of them rare
and unique has now been pre-
served in the monument he
built for his wife, the Evelyn
Rutnam Institute in  jaffpa,
Many were those who used his
library and tapped his brain
in their own quest for know-
ledge.

He took to academic re-
search after having written
several learned articles to news-
papers and proved his mettle
immediately. He made his en-
try into the charmed circle of
academic historians with his
invaluable contributings both
to ancient and modern history
of Sri Lanka. He challenged
Wwhatever was @ mystery and

unravelled the mysteries and
made clear to the reader the
truth. His quest for academic
truth was indeed sedulous 'and
versatile as his many publica=
tions do prove

The University of Jaffna
honoured him for his countri=
bution to learning ~and know-
ledge with a honorary docto-
rate which Dr. Rutnam justly
richly deserved He was the
scholar who was looking fqr
the arcane and the esoteric
relentlessly and tirelessly.

Dr. Rutnam’s wife unfor=
tunately predeceased him. Spe
was a noble lady and genial
host. Dr. Rutnam has been
blessed with a large family of
daughters and sons who are
all doing well in different parts
of the world while Dr. Rutnam
himself remains in his mother-
land, the usual affable, gene-
rous and learned man.

We wish him many more
years of happiness and to Dr.
James T. Rutnam we say good
luck and good health.

Felicitations to Dr. Rutnam

We felicitate Dy. James Rui-
nam on his 80th Birthday which
according to news reports, he
celebrated with his large circle of

friends at Hotel Oberoi on the
13th of June this year.
Politician,  Historian and

Archeologist,” Dr. Rutnam’s eight
decades bave spanned an impor-
tant stage in our Island’s politi-
cal annals. His ‘birthday bash”
on 13-6-85 bas almost a calen-
drical coincidence with the cessa.
tion of histolities (18-6-85) in
Sri Lanka of which he would have
been, we are sure, immensly jubi-
lant.

Dr. Rutnam seldom failed to
call on us during his visits to
Jaffna. We enjoyed his visits and
his affable and informal discourses
on men and matters. Inspite of
his many publications, he never
appeared an academic. heavy-
weight but took life in its stride,
enjoyed his friends and always
hoped for the best.

Though shuttling often between
Sri Lanka and Los Angeles, Dr.
Rutnam is a cuitured and culti-
vated Tamil who 1s proud of his
roots in the soil of Jaffoa. We
look forward to his autobiogra-
phy " Fulfilment Regardless,

~ The Kditor,

In brief

® Australia  will grant 26,000
visas for those who apply to
join members of their immedi-
ate family in Australia. A total
of 84.000 from all countries of
the worid would settled in Aus-
tralia during the year 1985 —
1986.

There is a dearth in Aus-
tralia for trained Nurses and
for techmical personnel, Nearly
18,500 will be recruited on this
basis. Those who have the
wherewithal to start a business
in Australie could spply,
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The Youth Year for Us?

te,
hy should we somehow celebra
XVTge Youth Year!”, doesn’t matter
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if it is late?

Looked I around me into places,
Searched 1 for my beloved faces,
Schools libraries and laboratories.
Play grounds fields even .factones,
Cinemas streets and boutiques,
Churches houses market places,
All the places showed no traces,
Of our handsome young faces;

“Youth Year for Us?”
A ridiculous drama without

it just appears,

the hero!

Directed and practised in privacy,

Staged at the theatre. *‘Democracy s

With the glistening lights ““Laws”,

Actors strained their vocal cords,

To a clamorous tune * Wipe out Terrorism ”,
Audience whisper in sheer confusion,

“ Where is the hero? What is the theme?”

“Qur hero is no more!

The theme is Unknown!”

Mrs. Thayalini Thiagarajah.

[ Mrs. Thiagarajah (the wife of a C. S. L. pastor) is stationed
in the island of Delft and therefore was very close to the
recent massacre on the ferry boat.]

The Church of Sri Lanka

The Bishop’s Annual Pastoral Visit to the North

Bishop Swithin paid his an-
nual pastoral visit to the North
and spent four days among his
flock. On Saturday June 15th he
visited the Kilinochchi Parish.
The Vicar the Rev. Isaac Selvarat-
nam and | the congregation of St.
Paul’s Church received him. The
Bishop confirmed 26 candidates.
The Bishop then blessed and dedi-
cated .the new dormitory for the
handicapped, at Karuna Nilayam.
He also laid the foundation for
the New Hall. It was indeed an
occasion of great joy for Muriel
Hutchins M. A. (Oxen) who found-
ed this institution after retiring
from teaching as a missionary
of the C.M.S. She was able
to see the work she pioneered in
Kilinochchi when all was a jungle,
grow into the institution it is to-
day serving the community in
a big way- The parish entertain-
ed the Bishop and the visitors to
tea and refreshments., The Karu-
na Nilayam Board members, the
clergy from Jaffaa and the Arch-
deacon of Jaffna accompanied the
Bishop.

On Sunday the 16th June
there was a Confirmation and
Holy Communion for all the Pa.
rishes in Jaffaa at the Cuurch
of St. John
culi. The
inspiring  sermon on the RISS/D
Christ imparting His peace to
the desciples, empowering them
with the Holy Spirit and seading
them forth into the world that
crucified Him. The same Lord
imparts His peace to us, em.
powers us with His spirj and
sends us forth today into a world

rent by strife and torn asuader

by divisions to bring Peace, for-
giveness reconcilation loye and
brotherhood. He said that when

the unforgivable happens, the only
way forward s forgiveness, He
also quoted a Chinese praverb
that said that when everything is
dark, one should not be cursing
the darkness, but light a candle
The Vicar the Ray. iy Sarvanan:
than and the Parigh entertained
the large congregation of over
700 to breakfast at the Jubilee
Hall of Str Joba's College,

the Buaptist, Chundi.
Bishop preiched ap

On Monday the 17th, the
Rural Dean of Jaffna, the Reyv.
Dr. Donald Kanagaratnam and the
clergy met the Bishop at the
Prineipal’s Bungalow. and con-
sulted together on the Churches
work in the North. The meet-
ing ended with a fellowship
lunch at the home of the Rev. &
Mrs. J. Sarvananthan. In the
afternoon the Bishop visited the
Nuffield School for the deaf and
blind at Kaithady. He blessed
and dedicated three buildings — a
kiddies dormitory, the Jubilee
Block (an upstair building acco-
modating class rooms and the
library) and the New Hall. A
Service was then held in the New
Hall at which the Bishop gave
a short talk to the children. Both
the deaf and the blind children
sang Iyrics and choruses. The
Service ended with the blessing
being pronounced by the Bishop.

To end it all Milk was boiled
and served, and also Milk rice
and tea.

‘e The Bishop spent the 18th
visiting the sick and the infirm
and widows of clergy. He left
_f"' Colombo on the 19th morn-
ing.

— Cor.

Peter Pillai Award to
Senator Nadesan Q.C.

The Peter Psligs Social Ins-
titute established in men

ory of

the Very Revd. Fr. Peter Pflla‘:

former Rector of St. Joseph’s Col-'

lege and Founder

: : of Aqui
University College, make:um:s
Annual  Foundation Award in
honour of the Oblate Priest whe

was one of the m

o ost le i
his time in Asia, poire

This year
the Award jg
Rights lawyer and
tor, Mr. S. Nadesan

the recipient of

leading Civil
former Sena.
Qe

At a representati
at the Sri Lanka Fq
. d was
a g‘lowmg tribute pzidm;lde e
thoesan by former Chi
Victor Teunekoog,

ve gathering
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Appreciation

Dr. Paul Gnanothayam Somasundaram

A pall of gloom rested on

the village of Nallur on Friday
1st June 1985 when Paul Gna-
nethayam Somasundaram fami-
liarly known to those who were
close to him as (Gnanar)
breathed his last. He was a
son of the late Canon & Mrs.
Somasundaram. Born on the
13th January, 1922 his early
childhood was opent at Soma-
sundaram Lape; Chundiculi and
later the family moved on to
the Parsonage at St. James
Church, Nallur. Gnanar had
his entire education from the
primary class to the London
Matriculation at St. John’s Col-
lege from where he matricu-
lated in 1939: The same year
he passed his entrance exami-
nation to the Ceylon Medical
College and completed his course
successfully, He served the
Government in various parts
of the island viz., Galle, Ma-
tale, Mulakale, Nawalapitiya,
Mutur, and Mullaitivu  as
D M.O In 1957 he proceeded
to U.K. to specialize in tropis
cal Diseases. He completed his
studies but just before his Exa-
mination he had to undergo a
serious nerve operation and
was therefore unable to sit for
the examination. His wife Joan
had to rush to London irom
Ceylon to be with him and
nurse him. Though he recover-
ed, he partially lost his physi=
cal balance on one side, and
was compelled to take up an
appointment at the M. R. 1.
Colombo. This did not give
him satisfaction because Gna-
nar's chief interest was not
Laboratory work but dealing
personally with patients. Con-
sequently he retired from Gov-
ernment service in 1964, and
returned to Jaffaa, renting the
St. James Parsonage and fully
got 1nvolved 1n Privace Prac-
tice. lt was here that he spent
his childhood days. When the
Church decided to sell the
Parsonage and compound 1n
accordance with the regulations
then 1n force he purchased it
trom the church.

Gnanar was well known for
his siewardsnip 1n he Cnarcn
and sleaddstness 1o the Angli-
can traditions. He served as
the vicars warden so.ne year
back and hne went d4oout nis
WOIK unoblrusively and wiin=
out any 1uss or Dpotner. e
wds SLIICt but kKind with nis
patients and endedred nunselt
to all those wno cdme In con-
tact witn nim. tis compassion
for those around hun dnd tne
appreciation of good persons
and things helped him aot
only to be their family doctor
but also to deveiop a4 wonder-
ful sense ot cordiality wnich
knew no limitations L'his
esprit de-corps grew daily es-
pecially amongst those who
regularly called at his home
to collect their drinking water.
Gnanar’'s home was tone spout
of their lite, and his laugh
was a tonic to their ailments.
He was a simple man and not
given to luxurious living He
boldly condemned pretentions
of any sort. Mg 18 @ severe

University Admission

University Don Advocates a Two-tier System of Examination

The selection process to the
Universities should accordingly be
changed with due credit being
given to attitudes and general
proficiency in addition to acade-
mic performance. I would very
much like to see a two tier Sys-
tem of examination for selection
to the Universities, particularly
to professional courses like Medi.
cine. The first tier could be the
present G.C. E. adv. level exa.
mination based solely on acade-
mic performanoe., The students
could then be selected on the
basis of a qualifying mark which
however should certainly be much
higher than the present mark of
180. This point of 180 was
selected several years agn when
the marking schemes were much
different than the present system of
objective evaluation with Multiple
Choice Questions and Structured
Essay questions. The qualifying
mark should be well over. 200 in
the preseat context. The selected
students should then undergo a
second examination which should
include among others, test for
general aptitude, intelligence and
general knowledge. Excellent tools
have now been designed by psy-
chologists to asses these compo-
nent fairly objectively. The re-
introduction of a Viva Voce should
be considered. No doubt critics
would argue that this had in the
post resulted in the abuse of the
selection process but I Dbelieve
that the abuses are not the rule
but rather the exception and are
certainly less than the gross abu-
ses that go on today when an
unlimited number of candidates
take up examinations like the
G CoBi A s inEan
number of centres. The abuses
could be further minimiced by
handing over the conduct of the
gecond examination to the respec-
tive Universities. This process
would certainly screen the input
to the Uuiversities and would
greatly reduce the entry — usually
a small number but occasionally a
significant number — of students
with no aptitude at all for higher
education. Merit and merit alone
should be the criterion for admis-
sion to the Universities but me-
rit should mnot be confined to
academic performance alone but

loss to the entire community
at Nallur.

May his soul rest softly on
the earth on which he was
laid and the good Lord con-
sole those who bemoan the
loss.

Sam S Sathaseevan,

The funeral took place on
Sunday 2nd June, 1985 at 3 p. m.
The Service at the residruce was
conducted by Ven. Sam D. Hor-
shington Vicar, St. James Church,
Nallur and assisted by Revd. J.
Sarvapanthan, Rev. S. P. K. Solo.
mons, and Sevak Rev. Sam Alifred.
The tribute was paid by Revd.
J. Sarvananthan. The Last comit-
tai rites were performed by Vern.
Horshington and Sevak Rev. Sam
Alfred.

He leaves behind his wife
Joan, Mr. and Mrs, Baski Soma-
sunderam ( Son and Daughter in

Law), Visva and Pathmini ( Son
in Law and daughter) and Ravi
Somasunderam (son) and & host

of friends and reiations te bemoan
bis lqses

unlimited .

St. John’s College

; We regret to record the death
which eccured under tiagic cir-
cumstances on Wednesday, 26-6-85
of Mr. C. E. Anandarajan, Prin-
cipal of St. John’s College, Jaffna.

A fuller account
in our next iSsue.

should be wused in the wider
sense. Certainly a defined number
of places could and should be re-
served for genuinely bright stu-
dents from underprivileged schools
(rather than underprivileged areas)
but such wide discrepancies where
a student from ope area is ad-
mitted to the medical school with
a score as low as 172 while
students from Colleges like yours
are refused admission with aggre-
gates well over 250 are totally
unacceptable,

will follow

Atchuvely Church

Miss Annaratnam William

We regret to record the death
of Annaratmam William dangh-
ter of the late Mr. William and
Mrs. William of Atchuvely which
occurred in the General Hospital
Colombo.

The need to include the eva-
luation of attitudes in University
particularly medical school exami-
pations cannot be overemphasised.
At the moment, except in a few
disciplines which exercise an in-
course system of assessment of
attitudes, the bulk of the scoring
remains for objective measure-
ments of knowledge and practical

The Funeral Service took place
at Atchuvely on 23-6-85 at 9,30 a.m
Miss William who was on the.
Staff of the Atchuvely Convent
was greatly loved and esteemed

skills, However, academic merit b h 5
alone would be of no value in Sy ’er pupils and colleagues.
the production of dedicated mem- he is a grand daughter of the

late uRﬂey.HVellnppillai and Mrs,
Velluppillai -of the JDCSI. She
was also an active member of
the Church,

bers .of the medical profession if.
proper attention is not paid to
the development and evaluation of
attitudes — attitudes towards col-
leagues and iet
la::e. A towards soclety at Rev. S. P. Jeyasingam assist-
ed by Rev. S. Manopavan con.
ducted the Funeral Service and
officiated at the committal rites
at the Atchuvely Church burial
grounds.

It is therefore my conteniion
that the first arm of educational
reform should be towards the in-
clusion of measurement systems,
however non objective these may
be, for the evalution of certain
defined qualities and attributes at
the Collegiate, pre University and
University levels.

The deceased leaves behind a
brother Selvarajah and four sisters,
Pooranam, Gnanasothy, Selvarane
and Shanty.

The second prong in educa-
tional reform should be the change
in style of 1mparting academic
knowledge and skills, both at the
Collegiate level as well as in the
Universities. Qur educational sys-
tem and examinatien processes are
heavily content oriented. In this
era of information explosion, par-
ticularly 1n the natural and ap-

blem of the use of English as a
language of communieation. We
see today in our medical schools,
some students who do not even
bave a working knowledge of ba-
sic English. How then could they
be involved in any meaningful
self learning ? It is therefore im-

plied sciences, it is difficult if not perative that at least for the
1mpossibie for any student or for  professional courses a working
;‘hat r:a:::er v:?[rh ﬂ::]); t::;z::i: knowledge of English should be
bl u g il T

volume of knowledge. Therefore, made a prerequisite for admission.

Tutories,

the approach should be directed the enigma of the

towards a concept oriented edu- educational system in our society
cational system, whereby princi- today, flourish because the system
ples, methodology, medels and helps them to flourish, Legal re- *
concepts are learnt across disci- forms to ban tutories as pro-
plines and subjects rather than claimed by many ed -

accumulated content knowledge. eeiors A5
Deiiey; ‘s Tedrly*-ax™ 19307 wad unnece.ssaty. What we peed are
“sciuce has Dbeen taught too educational reforms in the two

mucn as au accumuiation ol ready
made Maleliar WIth  wbich swu-
deuts ale (0 be made famiiar,
enough as a method of thinking,
an ataiude of " mina”.  Untor-
tUualely, 10 many 10stances this
appies eveu wday —sadly even at
tbe University ievel,

directions that I have proposed and
I am certain that by the laws of
natural selection and evolution,
the tutories and the didactic sys-
tem of learning weuld have a
natural death. Let us resolve as
in the words of Comenius, a 17th
century educationist “To seek and
to find a method of iastruction,
by which teachers may teach less
but learners may learn more; by
which schools may be the secene
of less noise, aversion and use-
less labour but of more leisure,
enjoyment and solid progress .
It is this wider aspect of educa-
tion that Thiruvalluvar has ex-

Quce concepls are uaderstood,
content couid always be obtained
by referal 10 the Lbraries and
owner lesrwug wids, la order to
do su, ssudeuts should be irammed
and eucourcged 1o self-directed
learning. Lecciures ready
made LOLes suculd become a \hing
of the past or al least miumiced.

aud

ope of the pion R £
L QU P plicitly quoted im many of his
medical educationists, Abrabam Rurals’
Fiexoer wou Sald as  early as 7 =
‘ . 5
1910 Lo wetauds of iustrucuons CealLdg Hrg wampSsami

wipridgd
spplasy grph afe
Y op@uiad Md spp el
CIL] ]
Qeyawnybd url yoLis.”
¢ Capd dyidsdan sod
Quigaps
wILERD LHDP WAW.'

out and out didaclc ireatment 18
hopelessly anuquated; 1t belongs
to an age of accepied doguna or
supposediy compiete
whben the Protessor
" learned ",

wwfurwation
‘koew’ and
the students
However, tue question of self

directed learwming ralics the pro-
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EDITORIAL
The Journey to Peace

is sad to reflect that within a few days of the cessation
of h:)tstillsities announced by the government on 18-6-8‘5., Jaffr_ml war(s:
plunged in darkness over the loss, allegedly of polmca_l vio! er;‘co
of one of its leading educationists, Mr. C. E Anandara]ahn.l wthc;
as a civilian leader had put his best foot' forward to hep
distressed in the violence-drenched ‘fields® of the North.

Human life in Jaffoa appears to be now suspended on a

i lve on both sides,
web of horror. Without a firm reso aes,
?:ﬁ:dgoveernment and the militants ) to douse the flames with

out any traces of burning embers, the ‘“cessation of hostilities
sounds wildly unreal.

Overall, the mood may be opgimistij:. Tr'ains are .run;n:éz
right up to Kankesanthurai on ra.lls. with thelr sall)ots ml'Ddab;
Buses are being put back on their routes wu.h fue sup%éeo b,
the government. Shop keepers are having their doors wi P
with cenfidence that nothing untoward would happen.

But, ‘cessation of hostilities’ and efforts :1 howevex(':l ev:?el;
meaning ) to create a climate of harmony Wwit og;l athe B
vision of the ‘distant dawn’ could very well muddle p
ture. .

In any event, the local civilian population of the I‘iorth hnas
had its strength and power of gn(.iurance. gested too optglavel
too far by wooden and unnegotiating policies at sun;nln ele
which have had grave consequences at the grass root level.

wanting that there would bef no re-
The following is an extract from an
in the CDN of

Signs however are not
petition of this in future. is an
article entitled ‘' Peace Process gets underway
22-6-85. ‘

“The Indian government’s call to the terrorists to halt acti_-
vities has been negotiated by Kumar Mnngalal.n. a young. Tamil

Nadu Lok Sabha Representative and a close friend of Ra(llv Gan-

dhi. He is the Congress (I) scatinel in Tamil Nadu as well as

their link man with New Delhi.

That the government of Sri Lanka has agreed to inyite the
«terrorists’ for talks, as a reciprocatory gesture, is a light we
upmistakably see at the end of the tunnel.

But at whatever level the talks are held, it is now clear
that the twentyseven lakhs of Tamils in the country and the
seven lakhs in the North, with the scars of the past still raw,
are not looking only for generous hand-outs or carrot-and stick
tactics.

There need be no pre-occupation now with the success of
the talks or with the purported contents of the blue-print the
government has prepared. There is only one measure of suc-
cess. In Ben Jonson's words, "As we brew, so shall we drink”.

Party Leaders on Peace Talks Following the

- Cessation of Hostilities

LSSP Leader, Dr. Colvin R. de Silva

Those who said they would
combat terrorism by military action
were now going to have talks
with the terrorists. It was their
three parties (SLMP, LSSP and
CP), which first called for a dia-
logue with the terrorists,

fit being gained from the All-
party talks. The SLFP sugges-
tion-to invite the TULF to the
APC was supported by the CP,.
But the SLFP left even before
the talks could be properly start-
ed and should take the responsi-
bility for the talk’s failure.

If the government failed to Militant Leader on Cease-fire
find a solution to the ethnic pro-
blem in these 18 weeks, it would
mean destroying the last oppor-
tunity to save Sri Lanka,

SLMP Leader, Mr. T. B. Illangaratne

According to a report of the
PTI of India, Veluppillai Praba-
karan leader of the LTTE group
has said, his group will honour
the ceasefire for 12 weeks out of
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been asked to lay down their L1 is one of the five groups
arms, the government sheuld ask VDR has accepted a cessation of
the M.Ps to lay down their DOstilities,
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POrt or opposition, before the end
of this year I hope to gee an
Iand to the plague, (terrorism and
Eelam’) that hag harmed this
country and its people for several

their stance. Such running away
had taken place earlier too,

Communist Party Leader,
Mr. Peter Keuneman

Their three parties (SLMP, years.”
LSSP‘ and CP) were glad that SLFP Member of Parliament,
the civil war which has lasted Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake ;

over one year had at last tempo-
rarily ended.
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The summit judiciary in In-
dia keenly alive to its so.cial res-
ponsibility and accountability to the
people has liberated itself from
the shackles of Western thought-
ways and made innovative use of
the power of judicial review and
forged new tools, devised new me-
thods and fashioned new stra-
tegies for the purpose of  reach-
ing justice to socially and econo-
mically disadvantaged groups.

In essence, much of social
action litigation focuses on expose
of exploitation of the disadvan-
taged and deprivation of their
rights and entitlements by the
vested interests, administrative de-
viance and repression of vulner-
able and under-previledged groups
by the agencies of the State and
other custodial authorities.

It also seeks to ensure that
the authorities of the State fulfil
the obligations of law under which
they exist and function.

The Supreme Court found
that the main obstacle which de-
prived the poor and the disadvant.
aged of effective access to justiee
was the traditional rule of locus
standi which insists that only a
person who has suffered a speci-
fic legal injury by reason of ac.
tual or threatened violation of his
legal rights or legally protested
interest can bring an action for
judicial redress.

It is only the holder of the
right who can sue for actual or
threatened violation of such right
and no other person can file an
action to vindicate such right.

The Supreme Court therefore
took the view that it was neces-
sary to depart from the traditional
rule of local standi and to broad-
en access te justice by providing
that where a legal wrong or a
legal injury is caused to a person
or to a class of persons by rea-
son of violating of their econsti-
tutional or legal rights and such
person or class of persons is by
reason of poverty or disability or
socially or economically disadvan-
taged position unable to approach
the Court for relief, any member
of the public or social action group
acting bona fide can maintain an
application in the High Court or
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the people of thig country have
found that terrorism is spreading
as a result of the Westminister
type of democracy thrust on
this country by Britain, Prime
Minister Bandaranayake was as-
sasinhted in 1959 because of this
system. This Parliamentary Sys-
tem has denied 49 per cent of
the people in the country in the
opposition parties and sent the
young Bhikkus to roof tops in
the universities today,

—_—
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the Supreme Court seeking judicia]
redress for tbe legal wrong or
injury caused to such person or
class of persons.

The Court
come

thus
evolved what to be
known as epistolary jurisd ction
where the Court can be moved
by just addressing a letter on be-
half of the disadvantaged class of
persons. This was a major break-
through achieved by the Supreme
Court in bringing justice closer tg
the large masses of the people.

Supreme
has

Now for the first time the
portals of the court were thrown
open to the poor and the down
trodden, the ignorant and the
illiterate with the result that their
cases started coming before the
court through social action litiga-
tion. The have-nots and the han-
dicapped began to feel for the first
time that there was an imstitu-
tion to which they could turn
for redress against exploitation and
injustice.

Tho Supreme Court became
a symbol of hope for the de-

prived and vulnerable sections of
India Humanity.

[ Excerpts from ap Address de-
livered by the Indian Chief
Justice Designate Justice P. N.
Bhagwati on 17-6-85 to the
Sri Lankan Bar Association.]

Essay Competition in Memery
of Bishop Lakhman
Wickremasinghe

The Cnurch of Ceylon Youth
Movement CCYM has organised
an essay . competition in memory
of Bishop Lakshman Wickrema-
sioghe to mark the " Year of the
Youth ",

- The late Bishop was a con-
temporary leader of our times,
and past general secretary and
president of the CCYM before he
became the Bishop of Kurunegala.

The CCYM hopes to set up
the ‘“‘Bishop Lakshman Wickre-
masinghe Memorial Essay Com-
petition Fund” in the Diocese of
Colombo in order to ensure the
continuity of the essay competi-
tion. Donations are welcome.

This year's essay
tion has been divided into two
groups. Group A—from 14 to
20 years and Group B — 20 years
and over,

competi-

The themes for Group A are,
‘Let us build a new world de-
void of environmental pollution,
‘Youth responsibility of a deve-
loping country, and ‘‘An open
economy helps the spread of nar-
cotics’. In this group competi-
tors will have to restrict their
essays from 1000 to 1500 words.

The themes for Group B are
‘Let us build a united Sri L.an-
ka free of racism’ ‘We will fight
for peace and not for war’, and
‘Let's preserve our culture and
heritage’. In this group compe-
titors will have to restrict their
essays from 1500 to 2000 words.

Eatries close on July 30,
Entries should pe addressed to
Mr. Nelson Mendis, 1/10. Church
Road, Rawathawatte, Moratuwa,
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