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Eighth Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia

‘Jesus Christ sets free to
serve.’

The Eighth Assembly of
of the Christian Conference of
Asia (C. C. A.) originally known
as the East Asia Christian
Council (E. A.C C) was held
from the 2oth of June to- the
2nd of July in Seoul, South
Korea. The theme of the Con-
ference was ‘Jesus Christ sets
free to serve’. This was the
first time an Assembly Meet-
ing has been held in one of
the North Asian countries.
Seoul provided in many ways
a unique venue for an Asian
Christian Conference. qu
Christian presence in Seoul is
far more accentuated than in
any other similar city in Asia.
The Chuches in South Korea

ches in this continent. Dr
Yap Kim Hao brought to bear
on his work a keen theologi-
cal mind, a fine sense of per-
spective and a strong Church
based leadership. He was a
Bishop of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Malaysia be-
fore he assumed office as Ge-
neral Secretary of the C.C. A,
The C.C A. has richly bene-
fited from his dynamic and
imaginative leadership. The
Assembly elected the Rev. Park
Sang Jung as the new Gene-
ral Secretary. His is thus the
fourth in line in this office.
He is a Minister of the Korea
Evangelical Church and has
been an Associate General Se-
cretary of the C. C. A, for the
last 4 years. He is 55 years

Bishop Ambalavanar with Dr.
Secretary of the World Council of Churches (centre) and an

Officer of the Korean Salvation

-

Emilio Castra, the New General

ANt e

Army at the 8th Asaembly of

the C.C. A, at Seoul, South Korea,

are also in a way unique for
Asia, with the exception of
some of the Churches in Indo-
nesia, for rapid Church growth.
Delegates from 16 nations in
Asia represnting 94 Churches
attended the Conference There
were also fraternal delegates
and visitors from Africa. Europe
and the Americas. One high-
light of the events at the As-
sembly was the Festival of
Faith in the large Auditorium
of a Methodist School in the
City where the Chief Speaker
was Dr. Emilio Castro the new
General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches. This Fes-
tival was preceded by a recep-
tion to all the delegates by
the N.C C. of South Korea

An impression of the As-
sembly by one of the delegates
Will appear in a later issue of
this paper. One of the signi~
ficant events at this Assembly
Was the change of leadership.
The Rev Dr, Yap Kim Hao
Who had been General Secre-
tary of the C C.A. for the
last 12 years laid down his
office. His period of steward-
Ship is a record not only for
I8 length but also for the wide
nvolvement of the C C. A in
the life and work of the Churs

WG

old and holds degrees in His*
tory and Divinity from Ashbu-
ry College, U.S A. and has a
Master's degree in Theology
from Princeton Theological Se-
minary, U.S.A. He has also
served on the sfaff of the
N.C.C of Korea and of the
World Council of Churches.
Rev Park is married with
three sons.

There were eight delegates
representing Sri Lanka at this
Conference four representing
the N.C.C. (1 The Rt. Rev.
D.] Ambalavanar, (2) Shirley
J. S. Peiris, (3) Mr. Alex de Al-
wis and (4) Mrs, Carol Garnier.
There were also delegates re-
presenting the Churches: Jaff-
na Diocese of the C. S [. Mr.
G Rajanayagam, the Methodist
Church the Rev. Harold de Mel,
Church of Ceylon the Rey.
Knight and the Baptist Church
the Rev. D. E Weerasinghe.

In the appointments to the
Committees and Commissions
of the C C A. for the next
ensuing period the following
were appointed from Sri Lanka,
General Committee ;

The Rev Soma Perea
Programme Committee on Eduy-
cation:

Mus: Janaki Fernando

The University Grants
Commission

For the first time i ' the his-
tory of University Edueation in
Sri Lanka the UGC has adver-
tised for ‘' Special Admissions”
for the Physical Science Course
for which even students who have
obtained the minimum admission
requirements in any AL Exam in
or after 7979 could apply.

The reason given for this
new phenomenon is that there are
a number of vacancies for these
Courses and that ‘“‘a sufficient
number of students did not quali-
fy for admissions at the GCE
(AL) Examination of 1984,

The requirements are that a
student at the same sitting in am
AL Examination held in and after
1979 ;:—

(i) Should have obtained an
aggregate mark of 180 or more
whilst offering the subjects Phy-
sics, Chemistry, Pure Mathematics
and Applied Mathematics,

(ii) Should have passed in
the four subjscts mentioned above
or should have passed in three of
the subjects and obtained a mark
of notless than 25% in the fourth
subject.

(iii) Should have fuifilled the
above requirements at no later
than the third (3rd) attempt at
the Gi €. E. (AL) Examination.

The Special Admissions will
be made to all Universities except
for the University of Colombe
and Peradeniya. The Batticaloa
University College will also ae-
commodate the ‘' Special Admis-
sions.”

Church News from Abroad

The Tamil Christians ressd-
ing in Darwin held their first
Tamil Service at the Karama
Primary School on Sunday, the
14th of July 1985 at 5-30 p. m,

It was a delight to see a
gathering of 48 people on this
occasion. The entire service was

Programme Committee on Urban
& Rural Mission ;
Mr. Kingsley Perera.

Programme Committee on Youth:
The Rev. Christo I. Roberts.

Programme Committee on Deves-
lopment & Service :
Mrs. Nimalka Fernando.

Programme Committee on Theo-
logical Concerns :
The Rev. Dr. Rienzie Perera.

Programme Committee on Wo-
men’s Concerns ;

The Rev. Miss Malar Chin-

niah

Mr. Shirley Peiris, Secree
tary of the N.C C. of Sri
Lanka functioned as the Sec-
cretary of the Nominations
Committee of the 8th Assem-

bly.
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cooducted in Tami] and t\irr; was
a special Choir trained to  ging

s0me of the pot too familiar
lyrics,

At the end of the service al|
those who came were entertained
to tea. It is propogsed to hold
this  service hereafrer on the
Second Sunday of every month,

[Rev. S. S. Arulampalam till re-
cently a Minister in our Dio-
cese and for a time the Direc-
tor of our Study Iustituts at
Maruthanamadam, is now i
Darwin.]
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of St. John’s and Chundikul; Girl's
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and students of the seyeral Jaff-
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IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY
OF
Rose Ariyamalar
Winslow-WijaRatnam
(Nee Barr-Kumarakulasinghe)
Departed 1st August 1983.

A loving wife, courageous motbher,
and loyal sister and friend.

A prudent wife is from the
Lord.”

Not ome good thing did she
withhold.

Homes for Elders

Comfortable living rooms will
be made available for couples or
singles at the premises of Mc
Leod Hospital with easy access to
Medical attention. For further
particulars  please contact the
Hospital Secretary, Mc Leod Hos-
pital, Inuvil, Chuonakam, Sri
Lanka,

Medical Superintendent,
Mc Leod Hospital,
{auvil.
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The two sides which had:
For the Record

Samathanapuram — The

Dream Becomes Reality

R 1, gl oo

The Thimpu Talks

Four Cardinal Principles

stated their positions at this first
meeting, had achieved this pur-
pose. The next meeting in  Au-
guct, he hoped, would make pro-

The Tamil Representatives a'  gress towards solution of the pro-
Thimpu during the first phase of blerm.
talks July 8 to 14 bhave st At a press conference the
that a sdlutlon must be bused 'o? Prime Minister said that President
four cardinal principles, namely: Jayewardene, during his talks

[ Tha’ xecognition O.f .tha with him, had been agreeable to
Tamils of Sri Lanka as a distinct Jive  Buffisiatc, AntansEvitaia
‘' pationality ", e ks

(2) ,The m,.cognmm? Hn.d S He felt tfiat freedom could
rantee of the ‘terrlmrlal 'l‘u(erzrl— welli . be  within tha* SritLARI i
ty” of ‘fhe ideatified Tamil BRI A i
Qe i Reuter said that in what ap- 1
. ‘(3] lhe. Readshitions ol .the peared to be Mr. Gandhi’s strong.
inalienable right of self-determina- et " stafement 'so. far, Opposidg :

tion of the '' Tamil nation”, and

(4) the recognition of the
rights to citizenship and other
fundamental rights of all Tamils
who look upon the island as their
home.

guerilla demands for a separate
Tamil state, PTI quoted him as
saying southern India’s Tamils
“are not slaves under the Indian
Constitution .

It said Mr. Gandhi told a
public rally that India would not
accept any solution which ecom-
promised the liberty of Sri Lar-
kan Tamils.

Sri Lanka’s 2 5 million Ta-
mils have close cultural and reli-
gious ties to the 50 million Ta-
mils in South India’s Tamil Nadu
state, of which Madras is the
' capital.

d at Samathanapuram in
1l soon receive tiled roofs

Oupe of the first few families settle

f their house. These houses Wwi
Bt o the second lot of houses.
handing over ceremony Was
performed Dby the pastor for
Kilinochchi — Rev. S. Jeyanesan-
On the 20th July, however, 2
busload of visitors consisting
of pastors and laymen/women
from various Churches accom-
panied the Bishop to Sam.atha-
napuram. There, at a simple
ceremony the keys to the
houses were handed over to
the second batch of twentyfive

similar t

In the wake of the devastat-
ing riots of July ’83 thousands
of Tamils from the estate areas
fled to the north. Unlike the
many other Tamils who fled
north these Tamils were par-
ticularly in dire straits. Al-
ready a people without a state.
many of them had to leave
behind the only homes and
possessions they haq to hudd}e
together in crowded makeshift

The Government Position during
the first phase at Thimpu

“In regard to the requests
made by the Tamil organisatlons,
it is clear that a political settle-
ment of the Tamil question can-
not be made either on the basis
of the claim to be a nation, or
nationality district separate from
other racial groups that are citi-

isplaced families who were zens of Sri Lank h PTI quoted Prime Minist

< and be totally at the disp | s a, or on the q e Minister
f:;gg; oa; the good samaritans being settled there. In addi- basis of a claim to be heirs to Gandhi as saying the Indian gov-
of the North. A seemingly tion to the tiled houses an_d a territorially demarcated area ernment bad nothing in common
bleak future was all they could the 1 acre of land, the fami- styled “the traditional homelands Wwith Tamil guerilla groups fight-

lies were also provided with
utensils and agricultural im-
plements. For 6 months they
will receive provisions after
which time it is hoped they

of the Tamils” transcending the
provincial boundaries of the nor-
thern and eastern provinces, since
both such claims are inconsistent
with and coatradictory to a unit-

ing for a separate
island.

look forward to — a future over oy
which they had little control.
It was not surprising therefore
to find many making the boat

journey to India or evep re-

Replying to a reporter’s ques.
tion on the Tamil militants’ stand
that Colombo had not made subs-

turning to the estates. feeling will be able to fend forf them- ed nation. tantial proposals on autonomy dur-
that a life of insecurity was selves.  To help t.lllemdurther “If the demand that propo- ing last week’s peace talk in
often better than meaningless the Diocese has built and start- g,is f;r a political settlement Bhutan, Mr. Gandhi said the eth-

ed a Day Care Centre in the
vicinity and hopes to start
vocational training programmes
as well.

existence in camps. The Gov-
ernment for a long time had
made no decision regarding
their future as it seemed un-

should recognise the right of Ta-
mils to self-determination extends
to the point of an absolute right,
it can only mean the towalls un-

nic crisis was Sri Lanka's
nal problem.

inter-

" We would not like to say
this should be dome or that’”, he

willing to settle more Tamils At the ceremony the Bi- acceptable claim to a separate said, '* What we do (is) we keep
in the Tamil North. Shop. the Rt. Rev. D. J. Amba- state by whatever name 1t is them together so that they can
lavanar, exhorted the fortunate called.

come to a positive conclusion and
go back in honour aud live in
peace for a long time.”

[CDN 17-7.85]

The Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India full well
mindful of the role it had to
play in the alleviation of such
sufferings and  oppressons
launched itself wholeheartedly
and enthusiastically to help

tamilies to make the best of
this golden opportunity and to
establish their roots firmly in
these tortile lands. While ex-
pressing his thanks to the do-
nor agencies he also praised

India’s Position at the end of the
first phase of the Thimpu Talks
(14-7-85)

Describing the Thimpu meet-

X 33 News around the Diocese
ing of St Laoka government offi-

solve the problems ot these tpe untiring effort; of _Rev. cials and Lankan Tamil groups ay Care Centre
g S. Jeyanesan and his assistant as fraitful, to some extent”, Declared Open at

shelterless people The exis- Ny ol hi if ; 3 P iy M s
tence ot Samathanapuram — I. Ll)l(:mug( ?ms(e 'are’ ugee) L. fa: lt‘ sald that 1o a situa- urasumoddai
‘the village of Peace’—is an LCI LG amétndndpuram 8 “ou, g AAb A i B LURRE S On Saturd !
example of the Diocese’s res- reality. Rev. S. Jeyanesan in Pportant tnat pent up foelings a Saturday 20th July even-
ponse to this cry of need in turn expressed the view sboud be released. ing at a sumple ceremony the

/ eed, T & SR Bishop of the Dioces
Samathanapuram is a sixey Uhat all fitty tamilies “should ishop of the Diocese, tne R

live as one big tamily work-
ing together to achieve pro-

Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar, declared
opem the Day Care Centre

funded the housing programme,

acre plot of land nestling in e ;
L'nere’'s an example of ecu-

the village of Akkarayan nine at

miles from Murukandy. In 8Fess and selfsufficiency, He menism at work! lhis is put Murasumoddai 3 miles from Pa-
this tract of land fifty displaced Poted out to the families one of such projects that the ranthan.  Also present at the
families have been settled, each that it was in large measure Dioceseis wvolved in, present- COP°RiB8 ceremony were pastors

due to the vision of the Bishop
that the Diocese was now so
boldly involved ia rehabilita-
tion and social work, Several

ly. Housing programmes are 279 18y people from various chur-
also taking place at Vanneri- S '@ the peniusula, This Day
kulam and Mankulam where ;¢ C©#f¢ Centre, the eighth of us

1s hoped o settle another se- X'8d South of Elepnant Pass, is

being given nearly an acre of
land and a small two room
bricked house. This pastoral
agricultural region is irrigated

during the dry season from ©f the Diocesan members dis- venty families. located 1n the premises of the
the nearby tank. Agriculture (ributed utensils and imple- The pride and selt respect €. 5. L. Mission Hospital, It was
is the main source of liveli- mMents to the families and they was ali too evident in the faces ToroYed aad built on the recom-
hood Being far from the bea 2l80 declared open several of o these people -as they took mendation  of the resident Medi-
ten track, 1t also means that the houses and prayed with possession of their houses F el Deier Dr, B Gunasingam,
the people are spared the hurly Dhe families in them. me it was a joy to find ma:; In the course of his work he
burly life that many of us havvc This project, the first of Whom I had seen in crowded f_“‘d Ct"fnef Lo realise that several
fze‘é“:::j‘,’ 0 our wore Ci- yg kind thac the Diocese has ©4mpPs 10 1933 now becoming d‘:;g:‘:::ws “clmgd great  economic
ever undertakeu, was possiple Proud owners of their own el ved 1n the area and
Che ficst batch of twenty thanks to tunds provided by house and land It is a small ,mm:em & Ceatre would be of
five families moved into their Christian organizations The beginning on a long and arduous t l““ Deacfic to the communis
homes in December. Unfortu- money from the United Churca T0ad but CRNEIr happiness was e’(’i’u @ addition to the basics of"i
nately due to the unsettled of Cnrist in  America our all too evident the truth of ' ‘al catlon, the children will be
situation existing at that time parent mission) belped pur. the words *“they that sow ip A'S0 provided with meals and they "
members of the Diocese were Chase the land, while Bread tedrs shall reap in joy”. :“vd‘ their  famijjjes will receive
unable to be present and the for the World ( W. Germany) DCA  puay W from the mission hake
3 » g
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Jaffna Central College

A Public Meeting in connec-
tion with the 150th Anniversary
of Jaffna Central College was held
on Thursday, 18th of July 1985.

The Principal, Mr. V. Balasunda-
‘ram presided.
The Vice-Chancellor of the

Jaffna University Mr, S. Vithia-
nanthan speaking on the occasion
said that Jaffoa Central College
bas the distinction of giving to
the Tamil world the great scholar
and religious dignitary Arumuga-
navalar. Jaffna Central had also
during its early years established
educational and cultural ties with
India.

In the field of Sports too
Jaffna Central College had creat-
ed great traditions.  Cricket was
first introduced in the College in
1884 and Football in 1897,

Mr. N. Sabaratnam,
Principal, Jaffna Hindu
speaking on the occasion said
that .among -the.nationals in the
North who pioneered in making
education rooted in our indigen-
ouns culture were A. E. Thamber
of Jaffoa Central, K. Nesiah of S,
Johns, and Handy Perinpanaya-
gam of Jaffaa College.

Dr. Jega Pasupathy in his
address said that it was Education
which was our greatest possession
and unless education is brought back
to its old standards in Jaffpa
Schools, there was no future for
the Tamils,

former
College

Jaffoa Central College traces
its origins to 1817 ta a small
English school founded by James
Lynch. It was Rev. Peter Percival
who re-organised the school and
named it the Jaffna Central School.

The school saw much of its
growth under Rev. P. T. Cash
who first introduced the House
system. The names of the Hou-
Ses— commemorates some of the
early missionary Principals— Per-
¢ival, Romaine, Wilkes, and Bul-
lough. Rev. P. T. Cash was Prin-
cipal for 17 years.

Of the later Principals who
followed Rev. C. A. Smith was
lurgely responsible for the build-
ings that were put to meet the
needs of the growing school.

Among the early National
Principals of the School were
Rev. D. P. Niles the first Tamil
Principal Mr. G. W. Thamber,
Mr. J. W. Arudpragasam and Mr.
J. C. Charles.
whese

Among others names

were synenymous with Central
were Messrs J. K. Chanmugam,
S. A. Edward, W. G. Spencer,

V. Navaratnam, D. T. Niles and
A. E. Thamber who was connect-
ed with the school for 42 years,

Among the distinguished scho-
lars of Jaffna Central College
was D. T. Niles who passed the
B, D. Examination of Serampore
in the First Class and was award-
ed the George Howell's Univer-
Sity Prize for History of Reii-
€ious, the Highfield Greek Tes-
tament Prize and the Alexander
Scripture Prize. He waas also a
Doctor of Theology and a Phi-
losopny Honours Graduate of the
London University,

The Anniversary Celebrations
Weat on for three days.

Evangelism Latin -
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American Style

BY

Dr. Robert Porter

After the recent discussions
of Evangelism Week, a look at

the Church at work in Latin
America may be of interest.
Cry of the People is a heart-

rending book written by Penny
Lernoux, an American who
has lived in Latin America
since 1962, that discusses the
plight of the Church today in
that violence-wracked part of
the globe, focusing on the
movement within the Church
to serve the vast majority of
the people — the poor — rather
than the rich Another aspect
of the movement is its grass-
roots theology. A Yaqui (In-
dian) priest in MexXico is
quoted as saying, ‘‘We don’t
need the sort of intellectual
training given in most semina-
ries, where they try to pour
us all into an identical mold.
Our Lord didn’t demand five
years of Latin from his apos-
tles, or make them pass philo-
sophy exams before they could
begin theology. He trusted the
Holy Spirit and sent country
people, ignorant fishermen, out
into the world to preach the
gospel ”

Lernoux describes a move-

poor, rural as well as slum’
but it is a movement of self-
knowledge and self-reliance,
nurtured by the many clergy
and lay-workers who have turn-
ed their attention to. these
people And as the RAND
Corporation (in its advisory
Capacity to both the U S. State
Department and the Defence
Department ) points out, *““Vio-
lent revolution in rural insur-
gency did not have the condi-
tions to succeed”, perhaps be=
bause many of the self Styled
revolutionaries were romanticiz-
ing students with *capabilities
for little more than dramatic
acts of terrorism that made
good international press copy
without being of direct politi-
cal consequence.” Indeed, Ler-
noux finds that ‘contrary to
the old fear that the Latin-
American slums would explode
in political revolution, they are
spawning a different kind of
violence — one that seeks ma-
terial gain or vengeance, but
not justice.” It is the intent
of the new movement in the
Latin-American Church to ad-
dress this life-style malaise and
to get at its roots before it is
too late.
(to be continued)

T et oo Ll e Sl SN
Paving the Path to Permanent Peace

By J. K. Retnanandam

ment that has infected the
(Continued from
I am reminded here of the

story in the Ramayana of how at
first Queen Kaikeyi was happy
and rejoicing over the coronation
that was to take place of Rama
son of Queen Kaushalya, but how
later due to the mischievous
promptings of a palace servant
jealousy overcnme her, and she
insisted that her son Bharata be
crowned as king, and Rama was
banished to the forest. This
shows the influence of thought.
“Thought is a continuous crea-
tive process in our daily lives:
what we think and the way we
feel, permeate everything we do
and all that we are”. That was
what happened to the vast majo-
rity of Singhalese.  Mobocracy
masquerading as Democracy is
playing havoc. The following lines
from the writings of that ' re-
nowned Indian poet and world
figure Rabindranath Tagore has a
bearing to the sad happenings in
this once peaceful country now
turned into a battle-field.

“Crowd psyehology is a blind

force. It ean be utilised for creat-
ing a tremendous amount of
Power. And therefore rulers of

men who out of greed and fear
are bent upon turning their peo-
ples 1nto machines of power, try
to train this crowd psychology
for their special purposes. They
hold it to be their duty to foster
in the popular mind universal
panic, reasonming pride in their
own race uand batred of others,
Newspapers, school books and
even rellglous services are made
use of for tnis object. The indi-
vidual thioks even when he feels,
but the same individual, when pe
feels’. with the crowd does' not
reason at all.  His moral sense
becomes blurred, The supproession

our last issue )

of higher humanity in crowd minds
is praductive of enormous strength,
For the crowd mind is essential-
ly primitive; its forces are elemen-
tal.”

Now the point is how we
can retrieve ourselves ftom the
mess we have got into. 'I offer
& clue which has a spiritual base.
The unambiguous utterance of
sages and saints who are mouth-
pieces of God or the Supreme
Power have lucidly laid down
that every experience in life,
whether bitter or sweet, pleasur.
able or miserable, is a sort of
crucible into whech Nature throws
man to teach him, to push him
a lutle forward, to mould him a
little and make him blossom into
higher consciousness. They have
also unflinchingly pointed out that
the penalty for failure to learn
the lessons is that the same ex-
perience is given again and again
and again uatil the lesson is learnt.
This is based on the law of cause
and effect and known in spiritual
language as KARMA. Though
the Christians and Muslims do
not accept KARMA dogmatically,
in practice they de so because
they believe that “as a man
soweth he reapeth’,

So in order to escipe from
the adverse effects of this law,
let us introspectively examine
where we have acted wrongly,
and make amendss KARMA is
also meant as an iostrument to
lead souls away from the source
of their bondage to all the nega-
tive qualities inberent in humani-
ty. We shoud take corrective
action in respect of those items
that have proved to be thorns in
the Hesh of the opposing groups
in the present tussle.  These

News arvound the Diocese
———< 1€ Ziocese

Confirmation

Services
Kilinochchi Digpor s ™

District

Two Confirmation
were held in the Kilinoch
on Sunday the 21st
first was at Navajeey
the Bishop, the
Ambalavanar confirmed 21 young
people. He wag assisted by the
Rev. S, Jeyanesan, Later 39 peo-
ple were confirmed at a combined-
service held at the €. 500 Church
of Christ the King in Kilinoch.
chi. The Bishop conducted the
service and was assisted by the
Pastor incharge of the Church,
the Rev. S, Jeyanesan. Congre-
gations from Kilinochchi, Mury-
kandy and Konavil participated at
this service at which there were
around a huadred and fiity com-
municants. The Service was fol-
lowed by fellowship tea, The
growth of this pew church
has been a source of great joy
to the Diocese as it serves the
growing population of that area,
L i T e

Services
chi area
June. The
anam wherg
Rt. Rev. D. j,

thorns are too well known to re-

quire tedious recapitulation. It is

a matter for regret that the wrong

ideas, fears, jealousies wrongly

put into the mass mind still pre-

vail. The earlier the WIODES are

remedied the better” for under-

standing, repentace, forgiveness, re-

conciliation, etc. These wrongs
were well sorted out at the aban-
doned A. P.C. Simultaneously it
would be well to heed the streaks
of light tbat are lighting a gloom-
encircled Sri Lanka from various
seurces. I recalled a particular
instance, viz., the Editorial of the
Daily News on New Year’s day,
1985, under the caption ‘‘Living
in Hope” which fell on the deaf
ears of the authorities. ' We
might be paying for the excesses
of the past for a lack of fore-
sight to realise that it is safer
to win over those who differ
from us than to resort to legal
and other methods of enforcing
conformity.” If such light can
illumine the entire country and
penetrate the thick darkness of
pride, prejudice, hatred and re-
venge now pervading Sri Lanka's
atmosphere, it will mark the
bappy dawn of a nhw appreach
to resolve a vexed problem that
has so far not responded to the
methode hitherto pursued. Baut
the paramouut point is to purify
the poliution in our thinking. If
we are unwilling to learn from
the lessons that are being taught
to us by the law of KARMA

we may slide so far downhill and

sink into irremediabie chaos.

All people of goowill are
yearning for peace. The peace
they want i$ not mere absence
of war. It has to be a complete
negation of cenflicts on the planes
of mind and spirit. It has te
go beyond belongingness to com-
munities to a sense of being hu-
man and equal. It has to be
the establisement of a fraternal
fellow-feeling supported by the
appreciation of the ideas and
values sacled to others, We have
to soed our ‘'honer-taiza-thou”
attitudes, and discard such notions
as the right of the group that
bas numerical superiority te decide
what rights may be ‘‘couceded*
to smaller groups. Peace is pos-
sibie only wnen all are equal in
all respects.

( Concluded)
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EDITORIAL
Primrose Paths

Thimpu, the permanent capital of the Himalayan Kingdom of
Bhutan since 1955 lies, we are told, at an altitude of 7600 feet
in the broad valley of the Wang Chong River.

Its altitude, we note, is by no means, its only qqa]iﬁcatlon
to be a ‘Summit’. Bhutan’s Administrative and Religious Cen-
tre, Tashichchodzong With its rich overtones of_archltectm_'al
accomplishments (no plans were drawn and no nails used), its
monastic traditions, and its royal splendour assoc1.ated with the
Tshogdu, the throne room of the_ng where on 2-6-74, the in-
cumbent ruler, the youngest reigning monarch in the world was
crowned, reflects an ancient but at the same time a renascent
culture and civilisation which makes Bhutan today a sinuous
complexity of the old and the new.

The crucial issue today in Sri Lanka, however, is not the
glories of Thsmpu, which make it an exciting venue of a
historic summit but its pofential as a meeting ground to dis-
cuss and solve some of the perplexing and outstanding political
issues in Sri Lanka —issues on which Colombo could not make
much headway.

Of course, it is not to be forgotten that Thimpu dogs intrin-
sically possess an advantage over Colombo. It was Indian diplo-
macy which has been largely responsible for bringing to the
negotiating table for the first time, the .Tamll militant groups.
The Round Table at Thimpu has round it now fwo parties the
government party of six and the Tamil Party of 13 members,
three of whom are TULF leaders-

As a backdrop to the talks, Bhutan has, no doubt, a fasci-
nation of its own. But the first round of talks failed to tap a
current of sentiment to resolve intractable issues. It concluded
on 14-7-85 with the two groups disagreeing on the units of
Devolution and also expressing concern over violations of thp
¢ cessation of hostilities” agreed upon, on the 18th of June this
year.

The leader of the govermment team Mr. H. W. Jayawardene-
had cited some 50 instances of violations by militants while the
militant groups had expressed doubt of the government’s sin-
cerity ‘‘against the background of its reported proposal to
acquire four helicopter gunships and train some 60 arms per-
sonnel in Pakistan in commando tactics’. (CDN 127-85)

Both groups bad, however agreed on a continuation of the
talks to begin on August 12 In the meantime the Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi in a televised Interview broadcast on Channel
Four of the ITN —the " Eagstern Eye” programme has made
his stance clear, on the Sri Lankan problems.

To a question put to him, about the nature of the solution
which he would consider as an adequate reward for his involve-
ment in the Sri Lankan political crisis, the Indian Prime Minis-
ter had, in ripely solemn language said:—

“ Well, that’s really between President Jeyawardene and the Tamils,
We are not involved in what is an internal problem”

[ We are happy that the Prime Minister has used the term
“Tamils” and not TULF leaders and * terrorists”.]

The Indian Prime Minister's eomment on his role in the
Sri Lankan political crisis is redolent of what William Shakes-
peare, the Elizabethan Dramatist, put in the mouth of the Doc-
tor attending on Lady Macbeth when he (the Doctor) was
asked bluntly by Macbeth, (the irate 'husband ) " Canst thou not
minister to a mind diseased?” The Doctor replied in patient,
tranquil, and solemn tones:— ' Therein the patient must minister
to himself.

How far the second round will take us at Thimpu will
largely depend on the degree to which the government and the
Tamil groups in Sri Lanka have ' ministered” to themselves in
the light of advice tendered to thern by the Indian diplomats,
one of whom was ‘ rushed” to Thimpu at the tail end of
the talks which concluded on 14-7-85.

Time is of the essence. There is very little use now of
mutual recriminations or sour remarks on Tamil aspirations
which will result only in a dangerous erosion of confidence in
the steadfastness of the Jayawardene government,

There is a remarkable congruence of views in the country
today that right and gusty decisions must be taken at Thimpu
and that the summit euphoria should end. ‘ Exploratory talks’
at summit level is, we should think, a contradiction in terms.
We explore a ‘territory ’ before we arrive at the summit and
not after,

“Are you helping with the solution or are you part of the pro=
blem” were, we read, the words written in bold letters at the
€ntrance to a Research Liboratory in the U S It is difficult
to conceal the truth that here in Sri Lanka, there are many
political leaders, of all party hues, who are searching for a
solution rabidly but are reaily ‘part of the problem’

One thing is certain. Thimpw cannot
Pur piymrose paths to summitry.

be just another of

Dr. W. A. Visser’t Hooft
Passes Away

Dr. William Adolf Visser’t
Hooft, the first General Secretary
of the World Council of Churches
from its provisional formation 'in
1938 to its initial inauguration In
1948 in Amsterdam and then un-
til his retirement in 1966 died in
Geneva on the 4th of July. Born
on the 20th of September, 1900,
he was 84 years of age at the
time of his death. Active till the
last, Dr. Visser't Hooft gave an
interview to a West German
broadcast journalist three days be-
fore he died,

He has been recognised as
one of the giants of the 20th
eentury ecumenical movement. He
received his doctorate at the

University of Leiden based on
his thesis ‘' The Background of
the Social Gospel in America.”
He participated as a yonth at
the Stockholm Conference of the
Life and Work Movement and
in 1931 became General Secre-
tary of the World Student Chris-
tian Federation. He was already
a recognised ecumenical figure
when the second Life and Work
Conference took place in Oxford
im 1937 and the second Faith
and Order Conference in Edin-
burgh., It is at this Conference
that the decision was made to
create the World Council of
Churches nnd he was appointed
General Secretary of the provi-
sional Committee. When the
W. C. C. was inaugurated in 1948
he was the obvious choice as the
ffrst General Secretary and conti-
nued till his retirement in 1966,
He received numerous Awards
and honorary degrees in recogni-
tion of his distinguished leader-
ship and contribution to the ecu-
menical movement. He took par-
ticular pleasure in the fact that
Aberdeen University made him a
Doctor of Divinity before he was
40 and that Oxford later gave
him the same honour., The Fede-
ral German Republic bestowed the
Grand Cross of the Order of
Merit upon him and he was an
Officer of the Legion of Honour
of France. In 1968 at the Uppsa-
la Assembly he was made Hono.
rary  Presidant of the World
Council of Churches. Dr. Vis.
ser't Hooft while an eminant ang
super efficient ecclesiastical bure.
aucrat was at the same time an
outstanding theologian. It is said
he was more widely read in
Theology than some professional
theologians and was quite probfic
on theological matters. He had
versatile gifts which is evidenced
by the fact that onme of the out-
stnading books he wrote was on

Rembrandt. Among hig many
contributions to the ecumenical
movement were his efforts o

bring i the orthodox Church and
tne Churches behind the iron cur-
tain 1nto the fellowship of the
World Council of Churches. He
constantly prodded the Churches
to break out of their shells and
respond to the total €cumenicg]
vision. He also laboured bard tq
get the Churches to see the re-
levance of the Gospel to the poly-
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At Rest

Mrs. Daisy Kumarakulasinghe

We regret to receive the news
of the death which occurred in
Australia on 23-7-85 of Daisy
Kumarakulasinghe widow of the
late Dr. J. Barr Kumarakulasinghe
(eldest son of the late Maniagar
Barr Kumarakulasioghe of Barr
Lane, Tellippalai). She migrated to
Australia shortly after the death
of her husband, to join her child-
ren abroad.

She leaves behind two sens
Dr. C. Barr Kumarakulasinghe,
former Professor of Surgery, Pe-
radeniya University Mr. R. Barr
Kumarakulasinghe and three
daughters Mrs. R. Singham (Cana-
da), Mrs. V. Wilson and Mrs. S,
Buell (Australia). Her two sons
too are now im Australia.

tical, economie, cultural and social
problems of the world. His life
was testimony to the propasition
that a good bureaucrat in the
Chureh could exercise one of the
most powerful of all ministries,
and that personal contacts patient-
ly and generousiy cultivated are
a potent force for the shaping of
history. Dr. Visser'f Hooft was
always a loyal member of his
Dutch Reformed Church - and re-
mained faithful to the reforma-
tion heritage while being open to
the total heritage of the Chufch
Universal.

Many in Jaffoa will remem-
ber his numerous visits and will
associate him with his great friend
the late Dr. D. T. Niles. On one
of hie earlier visite in the 40
as General Secretary of the
W.S.C.F. he laid the founda-
tion stone for the Chapal at the
Christa Seva Ashram which was
donation of the Jaffna Inter Col-

|
|
|

legiate Christian Fellowship. On

his last visitin 1970 he declared
open the renovated Dutch Church
in the Fort when it was official-
ly handed over for the use of the
Jaffoa Christians and to Bishop
Kulandran as its eustodian, Dr.
Visser't Hooft married Henrietta
Boddaert in 1924 apg bad three
children. Mrs, Visser't Hooft who
died in' 1968 was g direct des-
cendant of ope of the Duteh
Commandants jn Jaffna whose
grave is found in the Fort Church
Dr. Visser't Hoofy often pointed'

to that grave proudly as that of
an ancestor of hjg son.

At the Service
12th century Cathedy,
on the O9th of July
thering of colleagues,
ernment and Chuyreh
tive, paid tribute
Visser't Hooft. :
friends offered brgfl]rt:esti‘:;’;gnieg‘[n’
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